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___________________________________________
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Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, August 7, 2016, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, IL
livinghopechurch.net TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“Spiritual gifts are divine enablements for ministry, characteristics of Jesus Christ that are to be manifested through the body corporate just as they were manifested through the body incarnate.”   
~ John MacArthur
Announcements
1. Evening service at 5pm.
2. New members class begins Sunday September 4. Pastor Matt will be teaching.
I

f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 12. The title of our message this morning is “Growing in Spiritual Gifts.” This is part of our series “Thriving in the Christian Life.” 

Proposition:  Every Christian has their place in the body of Christ.
The central purpose in 1 Corinthians 12 is to reintroduce the Holy Spirit to the Corinthian church.  He describes them as “uninformed”.  God wants us to know Who the Holy Spirit is, and what He does in our lives.

Selfishness

Paul was dealing with a bunch of people who were radically focused on themselves.  I know none of us have that problem!  

· They were focused on human popularity (I am of Paul, Apollos), 

· They were focused on earthly comforts (even getting drunk at the Lord’s Table)

· They were focused on asserting their rights, and nursing their hurts (even taking each other to court)

The very center of all our problems is our radical disposition on ourselves.  We need a seismic shift in our outlook this morning.  And by we I mean I!  I need this brothers and sisters.  And I believe if you are anything like me, you need it to.  

Generosity of God - Spiritual Gifts

 Paul redirects their focus to the generosity of God.  God has done something marvelous in their lives, and they need to redirect their focus!

The central purpose in 1 Corinthians 12 is to reintroduce the Holy Spirit to the Corinthian church.  He describes them as “uninformed.”  God wants us to know Who the Holy Spirit is, and what He does in our lives.

Let’s consider the description of the gifts. Look if you will in verse one. 1 Cor 12:1, “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed.” 

I. Spiritual gifts are from the Spirit (12:1-3).
In order to have a spiritual gift, you must be born again. Paul says these gifts “spiritual” or “from the Spirit.” The world here is pneumatikós, spiritual. We're not talking about a gift of money, a gift of beauty, a gift of health, a gift of fame.  We are talking about a gift that comes because God Himself gives you His Spirit to live and abide in you. Can I ask you a question – are you a Christian? Romans 8:9, “Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him [Christ].” Do you belong to Christ? Do you have the Spirit of God dwelling in you?
Eze 36:26-27 describes the process of the Spirit coming to live in us. “I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.”

If I were to tell you today, how to have a brand new car, maybe some of you would get out and begin to take notes. But, the problem is many are not all that interested in spiritual things. These are spiritual gifts. What a tragedy to fail to understand that you as a believer in Jesus Christ, have a spiritual gift.

The Corinthians were Led Astray by Idols

1 Cor 12:2, “You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led.” As former pagans, the Corinthian Christians had once been led astray to the mute idols that could not speak. Led astray (apagō) was often used of prisoners being taken under armed guard to prison or execution (Mark 14:44; 15:16; Acts 12:19; cf. 2 Tim. 3:6). Before a person is saved he is a captive of Satan and of his own depraved nature. He is spiritually blind and spiritually weak, and cannot help being led into idolatry. 

The unbeliever is led by a slave master – it could be the philosophies of Satan himself, it could be the desires of your flesh, or the mindset of the world. But all people who sin are slaves of sin according to Jesus (Jn 8:34).

One of the most common misconceptions about the ungodly life—a misconception shared by many immature believers—is that it is free, in contrast to the Christian life, which is hemmed in by rigid restrictions. As Paul teaches in this passage, just the opposite is true. The unbeliever is a captive of sin and of Satan. He has some choice as to the type of sin, but he has no choice as to whether or not to sin. However you were led, the apostle says, you were led. You had no choice. 

Mute (aphōnos) does not mean unintelligent but speechless, literally “without voice.” No idol can respond to man’s needs. By definition an idol is man–made and impersonal.  

Believers are Liberated by the Spirit

1 Cor 12:3, “Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.”

Paul is of course speaking of sincere confession. An unbeliever can easily utter those words. Jesus warned, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven” (Mt 7:21).  

When the Holy Spirit does His work in us, we are born again, and we cry out: “Jesus is Lord!”  We become liberated by the Lordship of Christ.  It is the Spirit’s ministry to take us out of the chaos and confusion and bondage of sin and give us a NEW Master: the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus becomes the blazing center of our life.  We used to be ruled by our sinful passions, but now we are free and under a new Master. 

Spiritual gifts are from the Spirit. Anything you do that builds up another person’s faith is a gift of the Spirit. There are many examples.

II. Spiritual gifts are unearned (12:4).
Not only are spiritual gifts given by the Spirit, they are supernatural gifts. Look if you will now in 1 Cor 12:4, “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.” 
How does Paul describe the word for spiritual gift? He says there are a variety of “gifts.” That word gift is charisma.  It’s related to the word “grace” charis. A Spiritual gift is a gift of God’s grace. Grace is that which is completely, totally unearned, it is the sovereign work of God, it is the saving work of God, it is the supernatural work of God, and so if you have a grace gift it's different from talent. 
A lot of people who are not even saved have talent, but a grace gift is not something that is earned. It is not something that can be worked for. It is the grace gift of God, therefore, if you have a spiritual gift and you do, there's no room for pride. God gives you that grace gift, that spiritual gift or gifts at your salvation.
III. Spiritual gifts are to display God’s glory (12:4-7).
The manifestation of the Spirit restates what Paul has emphasized in each of the three previous verses: God is the source of all spiritual gifts. God gives them to display His glory! 

Showing the Spirit

We are each sovereignly given “given the manifestation of the Spirit”.  

According to John Piper:

“God is manifested in your life. God, the Spirit, becomes visible through you. You are to show the Spirit. Professor Don Carson of Trinity Seminary wrote a whole book on just these three chapters (12–14) and he titled the whole book on the basis of this one verse: Showing the Spirit. To him that is what the whole section is about. I would say that is what the whole Bible and all of life is about—showing God, making God as seen as an invisible God can be seen.”

Manifestations of the Trinity

They are all given by and are manifestations of the divine Trinity. The gifts are given by “the same Spirit” (v. 4); the ministries are assigned by “the same Lord” (v. 5); and the effects are energized by “the same God” (v. 6). 

Manifestation (phanerōsis) has the basic idea of making known, clear, or evident. That is what spiritual gifts do: they make the Holy Spirit known, clear, and evident in the church and in the world. They manifest the Spirit. The meaning is the opposite of hidden or private. Spiritual gifts are never given to be hidden or to be used privately. They are given to manifest the Holy Spirit, to put Him on display. 

Your service displays God’s Glory!

IV. Spiritual gifts are for service (12:5-10).
1 Cor 12:5-10, “and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.”

Verse 7, “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” We are equipped to build up the whole body. If you have a spiritual gift, it is not a means to an end. Every true believer has a spiritual gift. It is not for your selfishness. It is not to make you feel good. It is not to prove something to you. These gifts are not for evidence, they are equipment. They are not for your enjoyment; they are for your employment. They are to put you to work for the Lord Jesus Christ. It's not that you have a little gift that's going to make you feel good. It is that God has given you a gift to profit the Body of Christ.
Given by the Spirit to Strengthen your Faith

If you were reading through the New Testament, the first place you would run into the term "spiritual gift" is Romans 1:11-12. Let's look at this text together. Writing to the church at Rome, Paul says, “For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine.”

Paul wants to give the Corinthians the benefit of his gifts. “I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you” (1 Cor 1:11).

Which Spiritual Gift Do I Have?

So which spiritual gift do you have, you’re wondering? I think it would be fair to say also from this text that you shouldn't bend your mind too much trying to label your spiritual gift before you use it. That is, don't worry about whether you can point to prophecy, or teaching, or wisdom, or knowledge, or healing, or miracles, or mercy, or administration, etc., and say, “That's mine.”

Instead, the way to think is this: The reason we have spiritual gifts is so that we can strengthen other people's faith; here is someone whose faith is in jeopardy; how can I help him?

V. Spiritual gifts are sovereignly given (12:11; 1 Pet 4:10-11; Eph 4:7-13).
1 Cor 12:11, “All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.”

Now, you don't decide what gift you're going to have. Your gifts are empowered and apportioned by the Holy Spirit of God. You couldn't decide what gift you’re going to have any more than you could decide in the natural realm what talents you're going to have or to decide how tall you're going to be or the natural color of your hair. Your spiritual gift is a sovereign gift. The Holy Spirit of God chooses your gift. Your joy and responsibility is to discover the gift that God has given you.

Two Categories of Gifts

Look over at 1 Peter 4:10-11, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

Peter kind of categorizes these sovereignly given gifts. Some are service gifts and some are speaking/teaching gifts. 

There are those gifts that equip the spiritual needs of the Body through speaking and teaching. There are those gifts that equip the Body physically through serving. 

Examples of Teaching Gifts

1. Both men and women have teaching gifts. There are those who are called to use their teaching gifts. You might teach a Bible class. Women can have these gifts. They are not called to be officers in the church, but there are many women who are called to teach and to pastor other women.

2. Counseling. Pastoral gifts are not just for pastors. Many people are called to teach the Word through counseling. That’s a teaching/pastoral gift.

3. Evangelism. We are all called to “preach the Gospel to every creature” (Mt 28:18-20), but some are called to do the work of an evangelist. This many include street preaching, door to door evangelism, or church planting.
4. Teaching and Preaching. The Word of God is to be taught if disciples are to be made. All of us are to be teachers. Dads are to teach their wives and children. Moms are to teach their little ones as well. We are all called to “exhort one another” and “encourage one another” by teaching and applying the Word. But some have the gift of teaching. They are “able to teach.” Elders must be “able to teach.” But it is not only elders that should teach and preach. Many of our men and women can teach the Word in public and private settings. I love to see our ladies get a healthy diet of the Word at our Ladies’ meetings. Some of you ladies are like a “Nancy Leigh Demoss” in our church. 

5. Other teaching gifts mentioned in Scripture: exhortation (counseling), discernment (also related to counseling), knowledge, wisdom, prophecy (preaching), pastoring (Eph. 4).  Of course there are tongues and interpretation of tongues.

Examples of Service Gifts

1. Ministry gifts. Service gifts are just that – they build up the body by service. Some service gifts are ministry (Rom 12), which is just being willing to serve the needs of the body. That might be setting up and tearing down tables or cooking a meal or washing dishes. It might mean visiting the sick or writing cards. It might be clearing weeds out of the church courtyard or fixing things around the church. 
2. Giving. There is a gift of generosity that serves the Body of Christ. There are those who find it easy to meet the needs of others. 

3. Mercy. Related to giving is mercy. You are able to empathize with people. You are a good listener.

4. Faith. This gift is very much related to prayer. People with the gift of faith are often mighty prayer warriors. 

Many of you have the gift of faith, which is not just saving faith. We all have this gift of saving faith. But there is a gift beyond saving faith. I would describe it as the ability to believe God for the impossible. You see an enormously rebellious person, and you believe God to save that person, and that person gets transformed. Or you see some amazing need that someone has, and you are able to believe and pray for God to do “exceeding, abundantly above” anything we could imagine. That’s faith.

5. Ruling / administration / leadership. There are those of you who can see the end goal and are able to organize people and events to get the work or ministry done. You are able to see through hard and complicated circumstances and make the hard decisions.

Every Member has a Ministry

Everybody in this building has a ministry. Now, you may not have a ministry because you don't know you have a ministry, but you have a ministry. 

Ephesians 4:7-13, “But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,

    and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”

Jesus is the Victor

Jesus is the victor, isn’t He? He “led a host of captives” and set them free. He “gave these captives as gifts to men.” We have the picture of a victory parade with General and King Jesus leading it. And just as a General would come back from war and give gifts to the people, the spoils of war – So King Jesus gives the captives -that is us! – as gifts to His church.

A Church with 150 Ministers

Every Christian is gifted and called to ministry. We are a church that has not one minister, but we are all ministers here today!  The teachers at this church are called to “equip the saints” (Eph 4:11-12) – that’s you – for the work of ministry. It might be more teaching you need to do or serving. 

When we go to a church, we are often looking for how the church can serve us and our family. These verses tell us that our minds should focus on the exact opposite.  We should see how we can all serve God’s people. 

For instance, we might come to a church, and the music or the organization is not what it ought to be.  Some would say, well, this is not the church for me.  I am an orderly person or a musical person, etc., so I guess I’ll find a church that suits me. Do you see the man-centered mentality?  Instead when we see the church lacking in an area that we are gifted in, we should step in and minister!  If there is a hole, and you can fill the gap, then you should step in!

Church is not about getting what you want out of it, but in giving what you can. It is about encouraging others in their walk.  It is about showing people how to apply the Word of God to their situation.  Maybe you’ve gone through the valley in an area of your life, and you can show someone how God’s Word can be trusted.  That’s ministry! Do you come to church simply to be ministered to, or do you come to minister?

You May Not Know Your Gifts / Example of Baby

It’s not important to know your gifts to serve God. But you should try to stir them up. A little baby that's born in the natural world has hands, have you ever watched a baby discover his hands. That little baby when it's born doesn't know all that he can do with his hands, but later on that baby can become an artist, a pianist, a violinist, a surgeon, as he learns how to use these hands, but he didn't get the hands later on. The parents didn't take the baby back to the hospital and say, now put the hands on. The hands came at birth. Now, you the child has to discover his hands, the child has to develop his hands and then deploy his hands and put his hands to work. Do you have it? These gifts are salvation gifts.

VI. Spiritual gifts are support gifts (12:14-26).
When the Holy Spirit came into you, He did not come in empty handed. When you were born, you were born a gifted child. Do you have that? When you were born spiritually, when you were born a gifted child and for by one Spirit have we all been baptized into one body. The moment the Holy Spirit of God placed you into the body of Christ, he placed you into the body of Christ that you are to be in the body of Christ to do a particular thing. 

You see, spiritual gifts are support gifts. 
1. Every member is important.

It’s not just the outward members like teaching or leadership that’s important. Every member is important. The visible, outwardly teaching members aren't necessarily the most important ones. Rather, we're to value every believer's role. And a believer who says, "I'll only serve if I'm a hand or an eye" is being disobedient to God's Word. That's because we're saved to serve.

1 Cor 12:14-25, “For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.”

of this same chapter. “If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing?” Wouldn't that be grotesque? Some of you today wear a hundred and ninety- five-pound eyeball. If the whole body were an eye, you couldn't hear a thing could you, but you could sure see good. If the whole world were hearing, if the whole were hearing, where the smelling?

In other words, suppose you are a great big ear but you can't smell anything, but now notice, but God hath set the members, every one of them in the body as it hath pleased him and he goes on to say that the eye needs the ear and the nose needs the rest of the body and so forth. What's he saying? That God gave us different gifts and the reason that God gave us different gifts is to make us one. Now, if you don't learn anything else that I'm trying to say to you today, I want you to learn this, that God made us different that He might make us one.

2. Every member is responsible to use their gifts.

God gave me some gifts He didn't give you. God gave you some gifts He didn't give me and each of us have individual gifts and together we must depend upon one another and that is what makes the church the church, these are support gifts, and therefore, if you try to exercise your gift apart from your relationship to the body, it's going to be absurd.

Now, my hand, there's my hand, there's nothing particularly wrong with that hand. I think it's a pretty nice hand myself and I don't think you're necessarily repulsed by it.

But if it were cut off from my hand and flung out there on the floor, I think you'd say ugh. If you walked in and saw a hand lying on the floor this morning you'd say, that that's grotesque, that's repulsive. The hand is significant only as it is a part of the body. Your spiritual gift is here to support the rest of the body to profit the whole body. You're not to be a lone ranger Christianity. God made us different that He might make us one and when the Bible says when one member suffers, every member suffers with it.

1 Cor. 12:26, “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.”

When one member rejoices, every member rejoices with it. You ever hit your thumb with a hammer. Boy, if you have, you know there's hardly a pain like that, hitting your thumb with a hammer. I'm talking about one that makes the thing turn blue later on. I wasn't there when it happened, but if you did, I can tell you I know just about what happened, the very fist thing you did was to grab it. I'll tell you what else you did. The next thing you did, you put it in your house and sucked it. Now, I'll tell you third thing you did, you did a little dance like this.

Now, what do your knees have to do with your thumb? I don't know, but I tell you that dance helps. Now, when one member suffers, every, member suffers with it. These gifts are support gifts. God put us in the body and God gave us gifts to support one another. It is sheer pride for you to say, I don't need the church. You need the church and I'm going to tell you something else, the church needs you.

3. Every member should use their gift with love (1 Cor 13:1-3).
Everything minus love equals nothing! 

Conclusion

If your service for Christ is dying, then here are some suggestions.

1. Fan the flame of spiritual gifts.

1 Timothy 4:14, “Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you.”
2 Timothy 1:6, “For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”
2. Do everything you can to build up the faith of your brethren.  

Criticism and gossip and having an over sensitive spirit will all tear down the faith of your brothers and sisters in Christ.  It could be through your gifts of speaking and wisdom and application and exhortation.  Encourage your brethren for whom Christ died!  

When we all do this, what a beautiful picture it is!  

The Church is Like a Diamond

It’s kind of like when I got engaged.  When Jill and I were engaged, I think she must have looked at that diamond about a hundred times a day.  She would catch just the right glimpse of the lighting in it, and it really was astounding.  

Diamonds are truly magnificent.  What makes a diamond so precious is its beauty.  It not only reflects the white light that enters it, but it acts as a prism and turns the light into a rainbow of color.  The church of Christ is like a diamond.  There are hundreds and thousands of different sides and angles with in it.  Each of us reflects the glory of God in Christ so that when the white hot light of Christ and His Word enter into the church as a whole, it is multiplied and magnified into a breathtaking burst of spectacular color   
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