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Growing in Gospel Parenting
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___________________________________________
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“Every Christian family ought to be as it were a little church, consecrated to Christ, and wholly influenced and governed by his rules. And family education and order are some of the chief means of grace.”   
~ Jonathan Edwards
1. Evening service at 5pm.
2. Baptism and Testimony Sunday is July 3. If you need baptism talk w one of the pastors or elders.
3. After the last song, we will have our Annual meeting.
I

f you don’t have a Bible, there should be one in the seat in front of you. Open your Bible to 2 Timothy 1. The title of our message this morning is “Growing Up Godly Children.” This is part of our series “Thriving in the Christian Life.” 

"Higher than every painter, higher than every sculptor and than all artists do I regard him who is skilled in the art of forming the soul of children.”
–- St. John Chrysostom (349-407)
Proposition:  The only way to grow up godly children is to introduce them to Jesus.
Means of Grace
Salvation is a miracle isn’t it? God promises to finish the work He begins in all His children (Phil 1:6). I want to tell you when we think of growing up godly children that there is hope. I was raised in a family where I did not have a godly mother or father.

God saved me when I was 15. But I still needed mothers and fathers to guide me and grow me up! Those mothers and fathers were in his local church.

God is more interested in your children than you are. Having said that, God’s love for your children doesn’t let you off the hook. He uses means. The greatest tools in the home for pointing your children to Christ and seeing them grow up in Him is missionary mom and missionary dad. St. Paul asked the question, “How shall they hear without a preacher?” (Rom 10:14). 

Jonathan Edwards: Home is a little church

The Puritans believed and taught that your family is your church. Every man has a responsibility to pastor his wife and his children. Jonathan Edwards said, “Every Christian family ought to be as it were a little church, consecrated to Christ, and wholly influenced and governed by his rules. And family education and order are some of the chief means of grace.” 

A Gospel Centered Home
2 Timothy 1:5-7, “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.”
Outline

In order to grow up godly children, parents must…

· model godliness – Be as God is as a father

· connect with your children

· train your children in God’s Word

· evangelize your children

· discipline your children

· avoid provoking your children to anger

· grow with your children

I. Model godliness.
Parents (and especially fathers) must be models. Howard Hendricks says, “Children are not looking for perfect parents; but they are looking for honest parents.”
 Parents often make mistakes. Children know that.

What is the Model of a Godly Parent?

1. Timothy’s home situation was far from perfect (Acts 16:1-3).

2. Timothy readily assisted Paul because of the spiritual model from his mother & grandmother (2 Tim. 3:11-15; 1:5).

2 Timothy 1:5, “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.”
Timothy followed Paul. 2 Timothy 3:11, “You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings…”  

But Timothy first what it meant to be a disciple of Christ by his own mother. 2 Timothy 3:14-15, “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”
What is God Like as a Parent?
1. God compares Himself to a gentle, loving mother.

Isaiah 66:13-1
2. God Sings and Rejoices Over Us
Zephaniah 3:17, here we see the language of a dear mother and father with their baby.

“The Lord your God is in your midst,

    a mighty one who will save;

he will rejoice over you with gladness;

    he will quiet you by his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing.”
3. God Disciplines Us Out of Love
1. Make sure the right kinds of influences are inside the fence.  

2. Make sure when you as parents fail, that you model repentance.

The 8 Characteristics of Repentance

As a parent, you need to be constantly modeling the 8 characteristics of repentance from 2 Cor. 7:10–11, “For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter.”

1 – Forsake sin completely, “repentance…without regret”

2 – Forsake sin immediately, “what earnestness”

3 – Confess sin / coming clean, “what eagerness to clear yourselves”

4 – Hatred for sin because it violates God’s glory, “what indignation”

5 – The fear of God and His holiness, “what fear”

6 – The vehement desire to get right with God/others, “what longing”

7 – The enthusiastic desire to please God, “what zeal”

8 – The realization that God’s grace is costly, “what punishment”

What about the child’s responsibility?

II. Connect with your children.
1. Count Them as Precious
Matthew 18:10, “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.” 
2. Respect them as beings made in the image of God.
James 3:9-10, “With it [our tongue] we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.”

3. Love your children as fellow neighbors.
4. Consider Jesus’ example of meekness and a welcoming spirit.  

In Luke 18:16, “But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” He is so gentle and meek with children. Meekness is strength under control. 

Matthew 11:28-29, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
5. Speak the truth in love to your children.

Eph. 4:15-16, “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.”

Our words are only 7% of our speech. 97% is tone of voice, attitude, gestures and facial expression.

6. Remember your relationship as a father or mother is temporary.
Reach your children’s hearts! Listen to them. Connect with them. Treat them with respect. Soon your child will not be in a subordinate position to you. You will be equals walking around on the new heaven and the new earth together.

III. Train your children in God’s Word.
1. Start young and aim for conversion.

2 Timothy 3:14-17 - Those Scriptures made Timothy “wise unto salvation.” That’s our aim. If a child is not yet born again, they have a nature that they cannot overcome. They aimed for conversion.
2. Make no excuses for not training your children.
In 2 Tim. 1:5 we find that this faith first dwelt in “grandmother Lois and … mother Eunice.” Where was dad? Isn’t it his responsibility? Yes, but they made no excuses. They evangelized Timothy. 

3. Realize the greatest mission field in the world is your children.
4. Remember the displeasure of Jesus when we neglect our children.

5. Remember you don’t have the wisdom you need in yourself.
We all lack wisdom don’t we? James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”

6. Remember the Word of God is powerful to do the job you can’t.
Hebrews 4:12-13, “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”

7. Be intentional in how you teach your children the Word of God
· Be intentional about your content
· Use the 10 commandments, a child’s catechism; go through a book of the Bible.
· Use a child’s storybook Bible, like “The Big Picture Story Bible” (my favorite) or the “Jesus Storybook Bible” 

· If the child is older, have them be reading through the Bible and each person share what they are learning each night. 
· Be intentional about your timing
· Take time when you are all together to instruct. Sometimes the best time is after dinner. But really, it should be a culture of instruction that revolves around all of life as Deut. 6:4-7 teaches: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.”

· Be intentional about your praying
· Take time to kneel down and pray sincerely to God with your children. Give them an opportunity to pray. Join hands. Make it rich and intentional. It doesn’t need to be long, but truly sincere. Pray for needs of the church, salvation for people, missionaries, other parts of the world that need evangelized. Pray for revival. Pray for God to manifest himself through answered prayer, divine healing of those who are sick, spiritual reconciliations.

A Gospel Centered Home
But Timothy first what it meant to be a disciple of Christ by his own mother. 2 Timothy 3:15, “…from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”

2 Timothy 1:5-7, “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.”

Someone said, “It is not enough to raise your kids in church; you must raise them in Christ!”

Children are Our Greatest Priority

The Greatest Mission field in this world today is the family – our children!  We must give them first priority.  We have 18 years of planting and watering and seeing spiritual fruit come from them.

We must make the children that God gives us a major priority in our lives so that we can lead them to Christ.  The responsibility to demonstrate the love of God to the child is given to the parents, and specifically to the father.  Remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 19:14 (ESV), “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”   How God loves us as His dear children.  So we should be instruments of His love to our children!  

Raising Children: a Daunting Task!

Before I raised children I had 

I read about one pastor, who thought he had it all together before he and his wife had any children. Before they had children, he boldly preached on “How to Raise Your Children.” After they became a parents, the message became “Some Suggestions to Parents”— and with two more children, it changed to “Feeble Hints to Fellow Strugglers.”
  

IV. Evangelize your children.
“Fathers and mothers are the most natural agents for God to use in the salvation of their children. I am sure that, in my early youth, no teaching ever made such an impression upon my mind as the instruction of my mother.”
– Charles Haddon Spurgeon
1. It’s going to take a massive amount of time.
Deut. 6:4-7, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.”

Be diligent. You are either leading your children, or someone else is. If you don’t want to spend the time with your children to lead them to Christ, the devil will be glad to send people to lead your children to hell.

2. You must focus on the purpose of parenting.
Everything we do must be aimed at the Gospel. Why did you become a parent? You may not know. Let me put it another way: what is your goal as a parent?

a. Maybe you don’t have a goal. – Aim for nothing and you’ll hit it every time.

b. Maybe you have bad goals.

· I want peace for myself. My goal is to keep my kids quiet. (How’s that working for ya?) Parents with this mindset look at children as a burden. Sad!
· I want my kids to behave. Behavior modification. While that seems like a good goal, it falls short.
· I want to get my child to make a profession of faith. This sounds like a good goal, but many parents misunderstand that children can mimic words. God wants to reach the heart. Many parents have hardened their children’s heart telling them “peace, peace” when there is no peace. Saying a prayer does not necessarily bring anyone into God’s kingdom. Our kids must be born again.

· I want my kids to excel. Many parents raise their kids to be their trophy. Some parents have as their main goal that their kids to excel in athletics or school or business. 

· I want my kids to be happy. That is not bad, but it cannot be the main goal. It can be bad though. Some parents want to shield their children from any type of unhappiness, pain, frustration or disappointment. They can’t bear to see them go through that. That leads the child to be unprepared for life. It could lead them to an entitlement mindset. Parents create this entitlement mindset through enabling their children. The parents become the pseudo “savior” who rescues the child from pain and gives the child what they want. This cannot be your goal.

· I want my kids to be my friend. This is the mentality of the parent who has never grown up. The goal of parenting is not to be your child’s “buddy.” Your child is born estranged from God. They need someone wiser and stronger to rescue them and bring them to Christ. 

c. The goal of all parenting is to lead our children to Christ.
The goal of Christian parenting is to reach your child’s heart for Christ.

3. You must be ready to evangelize your children from birth on.
BABIES – they need to hear and feel the love of Christ.
Give them physical and emotional security. Get them used to kind and cheerful words and tones of voice. Remember Isaiah 66:13-14, “For thus says the Lord:

“Behold, I will extend peace to her [my people] like a river,

    and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream;

and you shall nurse, you shall be carried upon her hip,

    and bounced upon her knees.

13 As one whom his mother comforts,

    so I will comfort you;

    you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

14 You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;”

Rejoice over that baby. Sing to God. Hold that baby close. Tell your little baby how much God loves them. Tell them the story of Jesus. One of the best things you can do is get them familiar with the hymns of the faith. 

Rock them to sleep when they cry. Be patient with them. They know nothing but can will connect and communicate with you. They respond most to the tone of your voice and your kind touch. 

Be careful mom and dad to not argue in front of your children, and this includes babies. Babies need the stability of their parents.

TODDLERS – they need to know boundaries and begin to understand they need Christ
Pray with them in cheerful tones. It’s so important that they know that God is personal and welcoming. Though toddlers are sinners, they still have an innocence about them. Their conscience is not yet developed. 
Psalm 8:2, “Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength because of your foes, to still the enemy and the avenger.” So secure is the honor of the name of the Lord He has let the defense of His honor be committed to babes.
Now these terms are speaking really of those who nurse, which in the ancient times was often until 3 or so years of age. The point is God reveals himself in little ones who are so weak to show His power. It’s the humble that come to Jesus. Many people have come to Jesus when they were just little children. Dr. James Dobson testifies that he came to Christ at the age of three years. 

“A child of five, if properly instructed, can as truly believe and be regenerated as an adult.”
– Charles Haddon Spurgeon
Jesus’ first command to Peter in John 21 was: “Feed my lambs.” He then said twice to feed his sheep. Charles Spurgeon and John Wesley took that command to reference children first. 

“I will not say at what age children are first capable of receiving the knowledge of Christ, but it is much earlier than some fancy; and we have seen and known children who have given abundant evidence that they have received Christ and have believed in Him at a very early age.” 
– Charles Haddon Spurgeon
Remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 19:14 (ESV), “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”   How God loves us as His dear children.  So we should be instruments of His love to our children!  

ELEMENTARY
Around 4-8 years old they begin to truly understand their need for Christ. They begin to develop a conscience around age 7-9.Whenever discipline takes place, you point them to Christ.

“Law to the proud – grace to the humble.”
– George Whitefield
AGES 8-12
This is the prime time a child comes to Christ. This is when you leave off corporeal punishment and begin to reason with the child – pleading and praying with them to come to Christ.

V. Discipline your children.
When we think of discipline, we probably only think of correction or corporeal punishment. We need to understand that we are called to be stewards of God’s authority. We are to use our authority to point them to Jesus. 

Many People Have Kids, but Don’t Want to be Parents

Many people have children, but do not want to be parents. Our culture has convinced them that they need to quench their personal thirst for fulfillment.

Misconceptions: Both Positive and Negative
I grew up in a family where discipline was very inconsistent. It was anywhere between angry and passive.

When most parents think of discipline, they mainly think of it in a negative way, like corporeal punishment. That’s a very narrow and binary way of thinking of discipline. That is one of many ways the Bible teaches us to discipline our children. There are both positive and negative ways of bringing our children a life of discipline.

God Disciplines Those Whom He Loves
There are both positive and negative ways of bringing our children a life of discipline. 

Aim High
Point your child to know the love of Christ. Aim high. Teach them to work hard in life. Teach them about the holy ambition that comes from regeneration and the Spirit filling us. 

Raise Disciples
In English, the word discipline and disciple have the same root. To be a disciple is to be a learner. Discipline is the same thing. 

Admonition (Warning) – Tornado Sirens
The Bible says we are to raise our children, “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).  This is literally a “warning, correction, exhortation, and at times rebuke”.  

Illustration: Warnings are lifesaving mechanisms!  We are all thankful for tornado sirens that keep us from harm.  On our van we have a motion sensor that beeps and warns us when we are going in reverse if we are going to hit something.  Warnings are good!  We need to warn our children jump the fences we put up.  If our children wander too far outside the fence they could find themselves in very dangerous territory.  A child could wander into the street and get hit by a car.  It would be unloving not to warn a child who is headed straight for danger.

There needs to be firmness in correcting a wandering child.  This brings up the issue of discipline.  

What method of correction should the parent use?
Verbal rebuke?  Time outs?  Grounding?  Corporeal punishment?  All of the above?  Some secular “experts” insist that all forms of physical punishment will hurt the psyche of a child.  Some even say that parents should never use any kind of negative reinforcement with children—they say positive reinforcement alone is enough.

The Bible says otherwise. The Bible prescribes corporeal punishment, and says it is a necessary element of parental love. 
Proverbs 13:24, “Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him..”  
Proverbs 23:13 tells us very clearly, “Withhold not correction from the child”.  
We read in Hebrews 12:6, “whom the Lord loves, he chastens, and disciplines every son whom he receives.”  If you love your children and want to reflect the love of God to them, you will set up clear boundaries and warn them and correct them when they cross those boundaries.
How should I use corporeal punishment?

1. Discipline should be age-appropriate.  

As I have said, we have one rule in our home.  There must be complete, immediate, obedience with a happy attitude.  

2. Discipline should be consistent.  
As I have said, we have one rule in our home.  There must be complete, immediate, obedience with a happy attitude.  Ephesians 6:4 is careful to teach us that it is the father’s duty to admonish. Mother can carry it out as she spends most of the time with the children, but it is the father’s responsibility to make sure that it is truly taking place CONSISTENTLY.  “Let your yea be yea and your nay be nay” (Matthew 5:37).  

Some parents count to three before they will correct a child.  That teaches the child they can disobey for two and a half counts before they need to obey.  
3. A child needs to obey…

· immediately

· completely, and 
· sweetly, or with a happy attitude

Your children should know this by heart.  Every time they disobey you, you should ask them, “How should you obey?”  And they should respond, “immediately, completely, and with a happy attitude”.  

4. Discipline should be fair.  
The punishment should fit the crime.  Any time there is willful defiance it should be dealt with using corporeal punishment.  What is willful defiance?  Willful defiance is any time a child does not obey immediately, completely, and with a happy attitude.  Certainly any time a child throws a fit, any time the child hits, or pouts they are willfully defiant.  If a three year old child is told by his mother to eat his carrots, the child might tenderly say, “yes sir” or “yes m’am” and pick up their fork and eat their carrots.  If the child looks to father with a frown sympathy, that is defiance.  

5. Know the difference between childishness and defiance. 

A child should never be punished for being childish.  A parent should be very careful to realize when the child’s schedule is turned upside down.  If you are on vacation or traveling and a child is uncharacteristically sensitive or cranky, it may be that the parent is not allowing the child enough sleep, or that the child is uncomfortable outside of his home environment.  Give a lot of grace during these times.  Never punish a child who has been careless with the same rigor as one who has been overtly defiant.

6. Remember that the majority of your training should be positive reinforcement.  
There should be a lot of love and praise for the children when they do what is right.  Think about how you like to be treated.  You like praise.  You love it when someone notices your hard work.  Take every chance you can to praise and love on your children.  If you are training your children right, corporeal punishment may be necessary at first, but it will get less and less by the time the children are school age.  

7. Most importantly, remember the aim of all discipline is to lead us to Christ. 

Galatians 3:24, “the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith” (KJV). 
Use disobedience to get use the law and the Gospel to get to the child’s heart. Let me say that when a child needs a spanking, we tend to be upset. We struggle with frustration, and even sometimes anger. I want to propose a totally different way of coming to discipline. I want you to look at it as God convicting your children of sin.

In order for your children to come to Christ, they need to know they have transgressed God’s Law. They have turned from God’s way to their own way and the Bible says because of this, they will definitely perish unless they see their sin, hate their sin, and turn to God for mercy in Christ.

That is why you should approach your child in discipline as a humble sinner pointing them to the cross.

Practically, the way you would do this is to preach the Gospel before and after disciplining them. Ask them what they did. Relate it to the ten commandments. Which commandment did they break. Tell them God gave us the commandments to show us that we need a Savior. Tell them God can save big sinners because he saved you. Then discipline him or her.  Afterward, tell him again that he needs Christ. 

Wax of the Heart

One of the puritans said the best time to teach the child is after they are disciplined and broken, when the wax of their heart is soft and moldable. This is usually the time that I hug my child and gently tell them the Gospel, that Jesus Christ saves sinners.
VI. Avoid provoking your children to anger.
God is Our Perfect Heavenly Father

Our Heavenly Father, Almighty God, has a perfect relationship with us.  He is a perfect loving Father.  God loves His children, all true believers in Christ with a perfect, everlasting love! 

Our love toward God is never perfect.  We sin in thought, word, and deed.  As Christians, if we are honest, we are all disobedient children of our heavenly Father.  No matter how much we want to be perfect we mess royally mess up so often!  Our completed perfection has to wait until we get to heaven.  

We will never while on this earth be a perfect reflection of God’s love.  However that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t seek to learn from His example.  I believe Ephesians 6:1-4 is really a command for fathers to be like our Heavenly Father.

Ephesians 6:1–4 (ESV), “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up [nurture in gentleness] in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”

The command for children
Children

· Children – a gift from the Lord

Tekna (children) does not refer particularly to young children but to all offspring. Sons and daughters still under their parents’ roof are to obey and honor them.

Radical Defiance by Children was Capital Offense in Old Testament Israel

Respect for parents is of such grave importance to God that Moses commanded, “He who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death,” and “He who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death” (Ex. 21:15, 17; cf. Lev. 20:9). Either to physically or verbally abuse a parent was a capital offense in ancient Israel.

· In the Lord – Obedience is always based on the worthiness of God, not the parents

Impetus (Why?): 5th Commandment

The command for fathers.

A negative command.
· Don’t provoke – DON’T break their spirit. Don’t break their heart.

To provoke … to anger suggests a repeated, ongoing pattern of treatment that gradually builds up a deep–seated anger and resentment that boils over in outward hostility.

How often I used to do this when my children were smaller. I could be capricious and impulsive instead of thoughtful and careful in correcting my children.

It’s easy to provoke them and exasperate when there is no foundation of love.  When a father is not gentle and kind and not displaying the love of our Heavenly Father, but instead we can be…

· Impatient

· Overbearing

· Irritated

· Rude

· Selfish

· Loud

· Harsh

· Difficult

All of that drives our children away from God.  We can say we love God all day long, but how do we express His tender love to our children?

A positive command.
· Instead

· Bring them up… Tenderness… connection!!  Bring them up (nourish in gentleness)

Calvin translates “bring them up” with the words, “let them be kindly cherished,” and then goes on to emphasize that the overall idea is gentleness and friendliness.

· In the Discipline… Training… Discipline/Train (live it!)

This is a strong word which means “discipline, even by punishment.” 
  “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it” (Hebrews 12:11). Discipline produces practical “righteousness.” It also produces “peace” — shalom, well-being, wholeness. That is what it did for me and my children.

· …and Instruction…Tender Instruction… Instruct / Counsel (explain it!)

The word “instruction” comes from the Greek noun nouthesia. The word is translated "admonish, correct or instruct.” It means to admonish and confront, to bring about truth to bear on the life of your child.  In the New Testament, it is almost always accompanied with tenderness and tears.

The Father’s Responsibility
Fathers should be encouragers
Nothing is more powerful in a home than a firm but cheerful father.  Ephesians 6:4 tells us specifically, “fathers, provoke not your children to wrath”.  Fathers are given a God given authority.  That authority is like a chain saw.  If it is used in the wrong way it can do almost irreparable damage.  

Children are rebellious by nature from birth.  Fathers need to use their God-given authority to mold his children.
There are so many ways we can provoke our children to wrath. The chief two are:

· Neglecting our children

· Having a domineering or disrespectful or angry culture with our children.

Consider Lou Priolo’s 25 ways of provoking children to wrath when you have more time. 

Twenty-five ways parents provoke their children to anger.

1. Lack of marital harmony. Genesis 2:24 Heb. 12:15

2. Maintaining a child-centered home. Pr. 29:15 II Ti. 3:1-2

3. Modeling sinful anger. Prov. 22:24-25 Js. 1:19-20 Mt. 5:21-23 Ro. 12:1f Ps. 38:1

4. Habitually disciplining while angry. Ps. 38:1 Gal. 6:1 Heb. 12:5-10 I Th. 2:3f

5. Scolding. Eph. 4:29

6. Being inconsistent with discipline. II Co. 1:17-18 Ecc. 8:11

7. Having double standards. Phil. 4:9

8. Being legalistic. Mt. 15:8-9

9. Not admitting you are wrong and not asking for forgiveness. Mt. 5:23-24 Js. 5:16

10. Constantly finding fault. Job 32:2-3 Pr. 19:11

11. Parents reversing God-given roles. Eph. 5:22-30

12. Not listening to your child’s opinion or taking his/her side of the story seriously. Prov. 18:3,17 20:5 Eph. 4:25 Js. 1:19

13. Comparing them to others. II Co. 10:12 .

14. Not making time just to talk. Js. 1:19 Pr. 20:5

15. Not praising or encouraging your child. Rev. 2-4 I Co. 1:1f Col. 3:21

16. Failing to keep your promises. Mt. 5:37 Ps. 15:4 Col. 3:9

17. Chastening them in front of others. Mt. 18:15

18. Not allowing enough freedom. Lu. 12:48 I Co. 13:11

19. Allowing too much freedom. Pr. 29:15 Gal. 4:1-2 .

20. Mocking your child. Job 17:1-2

21. Abusing them physically. I Ti. 3:3 Num. 22:27-29

22. Ridicule or name calling. Eph. 4:29

23. Unrealistic expectations. I Co. 13:11 I Th. 2:11

24. Practicing favoritism. Luke 15:25-30

25. Child training with worldly methods instead of God’s Word. Eph. 6:4 Pr. 3:5-6
VII. Grow in grace with your children.
2 Peter 3:18, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.”

We are all Growing and Changing
We have our children for such a short time. Grow with them. Be open with them about your struggles. Be an example to them. Be ahead of them in your spiritual life. Teach them what it means to love God. If your children are not growing with you, it’s likely that you are not growing.
It could be that you’ve lost a connection with your children and their friends now have taken your position. Do whatever it takes to gain them back. 

Conclusion
Several months ago I decided to remodel my bathroom. I had no clue how to cut and lay tile. I had to hire a professional. I had to hire someone to teach me how to do it. 
Today, the tile is not perfect. But he showed me how to do it.

You know our children don’t come with an owner’s manual. We have no clue how to grow up godly children. The only way to do it is to introduce them to Jesus. 
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