You Did It Unto Me
Matthew 25:31-46
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Sunday, March 29, 2015, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
"None ever complained of serving God: it was their comfort and their crown on their death-bed.”  - Puritan Thomas Watson
O

pen your Bible to Matthew 25. Today is stewardship Sunday.  It is a special opportunity to see the needs and recommit to building up the brothers and sisters of our forever family at Living Hope. This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "You Did It Unto Me.”

Matthew 25:31-46
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father,inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared forthe devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

The Trellis and the Vine
When we think about the Body of Christ, we often tempted to think about: 
· Bricks and buildings instead of the Body.  
· Programs instead of People
· Money instead of the Mission to reach the World with the Gospel
I have a trellis on the side of my house.  In the summer time you can barely see it because it is covered with thick, beautiful, budding vines that are filled with grapes.  I have to at times prune the vine and keep weeds from growing on to it.  

I have another trellis at the back of my house.  It’s really a much more beautiful trellis than the other, but it lacks the vines that the other trellis has.  As beautiful as the trellis is in my backyard, I realize it’s a shame.  Trellises should barely be seen. Trellises were made to hold the vine.

I relate our church to the trellis and the vine.  We were not put on this earth to build buildings to show off, but to use the buildings like a trellis.  They are to be a help in building people.  We are called not to build buildings but to build up people.
Now, it is true, we need…

· Bricks and mortar to meet, but the most important thing is the Body of Christ.

· Programs are helpful, but only if they are helping and giving structure to people!

· Money is needed, but it is only useful if being used on the Mission of evangelism and edification.

The Disciples Lost Sight

In Matthew 25, we find that the disciples and really all the Jews have lost sight of this grand vision.  They were all concerned about the beautiful building in the center of Jerusalem: the Temple.  O what wonderful buildings the Temple grounds had.  How magnificent they were!   

The Temple is Just a Trellis

This is the context of Matthew 25.  If you see Matthew 24:1-2 we hear the disciples admiring the awesome structure and beauty of the architectural masterpiece of the ancient world. 

Matthew 24:1-2, “1 Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. 2 But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 

What? Jesus says the buildings of the temple are not lasting. They do not endure. They will be “thrown down.”  They served the people of God like a trellis.  But the vine is Christ congregation.  The vine is the people of God!  

I Will Build My Church

Jesus says at another time: “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18).
Outline
Identification, Matthew 25:40

Affection, John 13:34-35

Edification, Ephesians 4:12
So let’s consider how the world will know we are His disciples.
I. The Church is known by her identification, “You did it unto Me…” Mt. 25:40.
Christ determines that the fruit of true faith will be a vital commitment to His church.  
Matthew 25:40, “‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’”
Who are “the Least of These?”
The first thing we must ask is, “Who are the least of these?” When Jesus sums up how the fruit of our faith will be judged on the Last Day, He says it will be based on how we treated “the least of these my brothers” – Jesus forever family!  
We are One with Christ

We are one with Christ and so share his power and presence.  When the world welcomes or rejects us, they are actually receiving or rejecting Christ.
The One Another Commands

The New Testament is filled with commands that tell us how to live with one another. In at least 35 places the Bible gives us the one another commands – 

· exhort one another, 

· encourage one another, 

· edify one another, 

· love one another, 

· submit to one another, 

· tolerate one another, 

· outdo one another in good works, 

· be kind one to another, 

· bear one another’s burdens, 

· be hospitable toward one another

· etc.

Church Covenant
God, by His sovereign grace and omnipotent love alone, has led me to repent of my sin and believe on Jesus Christ, trusting Him alone as my Savior and Lord. As one who has been baptized as a believer in Christ, I desire to unite with this church family. Therefore, I enter into a covenantal relationship with the members of this church. In humble reliance upon the Holy Spirit, I endeavor to pursue the following:

(1) To meet together for any and all services on each Lord’s Day, as the Lord shall give me opportunity, to serve and glorify Him in His worship, to edify one another, and to work together for the good of His church

(2) To diligently guard the truth, upholding the standard of sound words recorded in Scripture and reflected in our Confession of Faith

(3) To earnestly seek God’s face in prayer both private and corporate for the pleasure of His presence, the needs of the saints, for personal and corporate cleansing from sin and holiness in our journey of sanctification, and for personal and corporate revival as He pleases to give it.

(4) To avoid participation in any secret society which violates the Scriptures or our Confession of Faith

(5) To wholeheartedly support, love, and care for the church’s ministries and members, offering: my prayers, my financial gifts of tithes and offerings, my service

(6) To boldly witness for the Lord Jesus Christ, living a transformed life and proclaiming the gospel as the Lord guides my steps

(7) To actively pursue personal holiness before God in fulfillment of the great commandment – to love God supremely and my neighbor as Christ has loved us

(8) To promote the unity of the church, being a peacemaker with all in the body of Christ

(9) To respectfully follow the elders and other leaders of this church, trusting and supporting their leadership as they follow Christ

(10) To humbly submit to the church’s discipline, graciously repenting when approached about personal sin, and lovingly restoring others who become entangled in sin if they should come to repentance

(11) To be active in the work of the ministries of the local church, unless providentially hindered

(12) I also purpose to maintain family and private worship; if God has given me children, to train my children according to the Bible, to walk carefully in the world, to be just in my dealings, faithful in my engagements, and appropriate in my conduct, to avoid gossip, not speaking that which is evil, and to avoid unrighteous anger, to abstain from all forms of activity which dishonor my Lord Jesus Christ, cause stumbling to a fellow believer or hinder bringing a soul to Christ, to be zealous in my efforts to advance the cause of Christ our Savior, and to give Him preeminence in all things.

(13) I also purpose to guard the biblical structure of the family and the sanctity of life, affirming marriage as that being between a man and a woman joined together by God, which man should not put asunder.

(14) I further purpose to encourage my fellow brethren in the blessed hope of our Lord’s return, to watch over one another in brotherly love, to remember each other in prayer, to aid each other in sickness and distress, to cultivate Christian sympathy in feelings and courtesy in speech, to be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation.

(15) I moreover purpose that if I remove from this place, I will seek as soon as possible to unite with some other church of like faith and practice where I can carry out the spirit of this covenant and other principles of God’s Word.

This covenant I make in the presence of Almighty God, the Searcher of all hearts, with a true intention to fulfill my obligations, as I shall answer at the Last Day, when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed. I most humbly beseech the Lord to strengthen me by His Holy Spirit for this end, and for His glory and honor.

You did it unto Me
"You did it unto Me Jesus said.  “He who receives you receives Me,” Jesus told the disciples on another occasion, “and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me” (Matt. 10:40). Whatever believers do for each other they also do for their Lord Jesus Christ, and the person who genuinely receives and serves Christians in Christ’s name proves he himself is a Christian

Saul of Tarsus
Acts 9:3, "Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting."

Look how jealous Jesus is!  He identifies with us! He says Saul was persecuting the Son of God when he persecuted Jesus!
Christ identifies with us.  We are in union with Him!  This is the theme of the New Testament.  All that we do to our brothers and sisters, we do to Jesus!  That is our identity.

II. The Church is known by her devotion, “By this shall all people know that you are my disciples, if you have love one toward another…” John 13:34-35.
How will people know we belong to Christ?  By our piety? By our church going? By our good works? Perhaps, but that is not the root of it.  Listen to the Lord in John 13:34…
John 13:33-38, “33My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?”

Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.”

37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”

38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!"
Peter Wants to Follow Christ
We see Peter wants to follow Christ. Peter harks back to what Jesus said in verse 33, "Where I am going you cannot come."

Verses 34 and 35 contain some of the most beautiful and challenging words ever spoken. Once again Peter and Jesus banter to and fro, with Peter blustering away and saying whatever comes into his head. This time, though, the conversation suddenly runs into a brick wall. Peter doesn’t realize what he’s said. ‘Where are you going? I’ll follow you! I want to follow you! I’ll lay down my life for you …’

You want to follow me Peter? Love my disciples.  You are going to deny me! 

It is the Lord!
Go to John 21:7, "That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea."
Three times Jesus asked Peter "Do you love me?"  Peter answered YES.  What was the Lord's response? 

Verse 15:  “Feed my lambs
Verse 16: “Tend my sheep."

Verse 17: “Feed my sheep."

What is the message?  Love my sheep!  Lay your life down for them.  A shepherd in order to feed the sheep must love them and lay His life down for them! 
The One Thing We Have in Common
Left to ourselves, we seek our own. Movie stars marry movie stars. Doctors seek out doctors. Middle-classers seek out middle-classers. Bikers seek bikers. But when Christ comes, that changes. In the church of Jesus Christ, we discover that the people we love and with whom we fellowship are different from us. The more there is of the love Christ exhorted us to have, a love for one another, the greater will be the diversity within the body of Christ.

The one thing we have in common is more important than anything else! 
The Measure of our Love
John 13:34, "34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another."
What a radical command.  What did Jesus do?  How did He love us?  He laid down his life for His enemies.  The commandment was new because of its object, but also because of its measure.  The measure of this love is, “as I have loved you.”

Evangelism
John 13:35, "By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
The Lord’s statement, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples” reveals the effect of believers’ having love for one another: the world will know that we belong to Him. The church may be orthodox in its doctrine and vigorous in its proclamation of the truth, but that will not persuade unbelievers unless believers love each other.

Mere Orthodoxy Does Not Make Us Christians
We need orthodoxy to be saved, because we need to correctly understand who Jesus is.  But mere orthodoxy is a means and it is not an end.  Jesus is the end.  Do we know Him?  Then we will love His Body - our brothers and sisters in His forever family! 
1 John 3: The Evidence of a True Christian
John tells us how to discern the difference between God’s children and the children of Satan. 

"By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother" (1 John 3:10-11). 
Look again in verse 14...
1 John 3:14-16, " We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers...

Verse 16: "By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers."
Are You All In?

I can remember Will one time fell into the water and had a bad experience.  He never wanted to trust anyone in the water. 
I worked with him every vacation we had to trust me.  I would carry him around the pool as a little guy.  I would go only to the shallow end.

Finally I got Him to trust me to jump into the deep end!  He was ALL IN!

Are you all in with the Lord?  Do you trust Him in the "deep end" of the Christian life?  Are you maturing?  Are you growing and changing in Christ?
III. The Church is known by her edification, “to equip the saints for the work of ministry …” Eph. 4:12.
The world knows we are Christians because every member called to be a minister.  We are not a church of six ministers of elders and pastors.  We are a church of 150 ministers.  Every one of us is a minister according to Ephesians 4. 
Ephesians 4:11-16, “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.”

Puritan Thomas Watson Quote 
Thomas Watson rightly said, "None ever complained of serving God: it was their comfort and their crown on their death-bed.” 

Coming to Church for What I WANT
First, when we go to a church, we are often looking for how the church can serve us and our family. These verses tell us that our minds should focus on the exact opposite.  We should see how we can all serve God’s people. 

For instance, we might come to a church, and the music or the organization is not what it ought to be.  Some would say, well, this is not the church for me.  I am an orderly person or a musical person, etc., so I guess I’ll find a church that suits me. Do you see the man-centered mentality?  Instead when we see the church lacking in an area that we are gifted in, we should step in and minister!  If there is a hole, and you can fill the gap, then you should step in!

Church is About Giving
Church is not about getting what you want out of it, but in giving what you can. It is about encouraging others in their walk.  It is about showing people how to apply the Word of God to their situation.  Maybe you’ve gone through the valley in an area of your life, and you can show someone how God’s Word can be trusted.  That’s ministry! Do you come to church simply to be ministered to, or do you come to minister?

Spiritual Gifts
Ephesians 4:11-12, “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,”
Often when we think about spiritual gifts we think about individual attributes, and that is true. But this passage is teaching something even more profound.  Each one of you are all gifts to the Body and each has a job! The job is to be used to edify each other.

What is a Saint?
All the saints are to be equipped for works of ministry.  By the way, I shouldn’t take this for granted, but a saint is not some Roman Catholic bishop who has been canonized. A saint in the Bible is a simple believer.  Paul writes to the saints at Ephesus, and his goal is that the saints should be trained for ministry.  Every one of you who is a believer in Christ is a saint.  

None of Us Can Be Spectators
We are a church not of spectators with just a few ministers.  We are a church of a 150 ministers! None of us can be spectators.  We are all called to build each other up in the faith. We are all clergy here!  We believe in the priesthood of the believer.  That means that there is no separation between clergy and laity.  We are all to be priests one to another.

Spring
I love Spring!  You can see the flowers blooming everywhere!  Actually, I love to see all the various colors of the flowers together.  The flowers are of every variety of the brilliant colors of the rainbow!
God’s church is beautiful in that same way.  Every one of us is different—with different functions and gifting and abilities, yet we are all one Body.  And in that one Body, God gave each one of us differing spiritual gifts.  
Greener Grass Syndrome
You’ve heard the saying: “The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence”?  What do we mean by that?  When we are unsatisfied with life, we tend to dream of a better place that will take away all our problems.  When we feel lonely, desperate, and exhausted we tend to dream of all the possibilities in life that are really not realistic.  
· This church just doesn’t fit my family. There are so many ways this church could serve each other better. We dream of a new church that will make everything better.  
· This could apply to a discontented marriage. We might even dream of a special person coming into our lives to make everything better.  
· This might apply to a discontented trial or difficulty.  Some might dream about how they might escape out of their circumstances.  

Do you know what the solution for greener grass is?  Water your own grass! You might be complaining, but God might want you to fill in the gap that you see.  You might say: 

I wish there were stronger men!  Well, you step up and be that Titus 2 man that trains other men.

I wish there were more training for families!  Well, don’t just complain, work with the leaders of the church and be their eyes and be an encouraging voice.  

Don’t look for greener grass!  Water your own grass! 
SPIRITUAL MATURITY
What’s the point of being part of Living Hope? God has not saved you to sit and soak, but to become spiritually mature and edify the Body.

Eph. 4:12b-14, We are to be “building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes…”
I Like to Build

I love to build things.  I’m constantly looking, fixing, repairing.  I even love to mow my yard.  Love to plant flowers. I love to see things being transformed.  

Picture from Katie—Building Garage in Spain

I have on my wall a picture that Katie made me when she was much younger.  It’s not the Mona Lisa.  But it is a picture of us together when we were in Spain and we built a garage next to our home.  Why is this precious?  Because Katie had “done what she could”.  It is a simple expression of pure, innocent love.  It’s all she had to give me, and she gave all she had.  It is precious.  That’s the worship that is precious to Christ.  Our pure, simple, extravagant, innocent love for Him.
Did I need her help? In some ways yes, but she was not the designer.  I wanted to include her. She followed my instructions and we built something together that she could never have built on her own.
The Lord wants us to BUILD – He’s not so much concerned about houses or gardens or fences.  Those are all fine and fun to build.  But God is concerned that we build men and women, boys’ and girls’ lives.  

This is how you know if you are growing in Christ.  Are you being USEFUL to the Body of Christ, or are you an onlooker?

Immaturity in the Christian Life

Immaturity in the Christian life is marked by laziness, being an onlooker, neglect, and even atrophy.  Are you building the lives of those in the Body of Christ?  Are you doing the HARD WORK of ministry?

In-Laws House
My in-laws just got a new house in Pingree Grove.  It’s a nice house.  One of the first things my father-in-law did was to claim this really nice sun room as his man cave.  Now he was just kidding (I think).  There is more to a house than a man cave right?

Imagine if I went to build a house and only built the basement.  Or imagine my mother in law made a shirt for me but it only had one sleeve, or only one side to it.  

· Listen the basement of a house is no good unless the whole house is connected.

· The shirt is no good unless both sides are sewn together.

· The Body is severely limited if only one side works.

· Every member of the Body of Christ is useful! 

Boeing 747
Thousands of pieces in a Boeing 747.  Take off a wing!  Take off the landing gear.  Take out one of the engines!  You need ALL the parts!!
Romans 12:6 says we have: “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them…”.  Again, the spiritual gifting you have is a supernatural ability resulting from God’s grace.

Everyone is important
Paul speaks in 1 Cor. 12 of the parts of Christ’s body as some being “honorable” or “comely” and others being “uncomely.”  In other words, there is a difference between a pretty face and your liver but both are needed! 

Sometimes we wrongly depreciate members of Christ's Body.  1 Corinthians 12:23–25 (ESV), “…on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.”

The visible, outwardly teaching members aren't necessarily the most important ones. Rather, we're to value every believer's role. And a believer who says, "I'll only serve if I'm a hand or an eye" is being disobedient to God's Word. That's because we're saved to serve.

Everyone benefits
1 Corinthians 12:7, “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”  It is our responsibility to make sure that every brother is profiting and being edified in the faith. Every one of us has gifts, and every gift mutually benefits Christ's Body. 
Everyone is responsible
1 Peter 4:10 (ESV), “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied [multi-colored] grace.” We are going to give an account to use our gift!!

CONCLUSION
Oh, how we need to be growing and changing in Christ.  We need to be rooted and grounded in serving each other.  When we serve the Body we are serving Christ.

If we are not serving, we are being tossed about.  We are living in Selfish Country.  The church is not here to serve us.  We are here to edify the church in love!

Lake Ponchatrain
I remember when I lived in Louisiana, I visited a friend off of Lake Ponchatrain.  Now the people who live there use a boat to even get to school.  One day we traveled around to see friends around the Lake.  It was windy and the waves were higher.  That was the first time I was introduced to motion sickness.   You get off that boat and you don’t know if you are standing on the ceiling or on the floor.  Even when you are motionless everything is moving.  It’s an awful experience.  And the Apostle Paul is saying that’s the picture of what happens to someone not rooted and established in truth. I want you to be grounded so you can’t be tossed about by those waves.
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