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Introduction: Open your Bible to the book of Philippians 4:10-19.  We are continuing in a series today about Christian Stewardship.  Today’s message we are talking about “Growing by Giving”.  The emphasis is on the growing, because there are times, as we are going to see when we are not able to give.  God puts us on the roller coaster and asks us to be content.  He puts us through the spin cycle – have you ever been there?  And He turns it on high and asks us to trust in Him.  
The Poorest Church, the Most Generous
It is interesting that outside of the Jerusalem church, this is the poorest church that Paul ministered to, yet it was one of the most generous.  I think they really understood each other because they both knew what it was to be in extreme poverty.  There were times when the Philippian church could not help Paul.  In fact it had been ten years (as we learned last week) since this church had supported Paul.  But now they had “revived their concern” for Paul. 

Paul is in Prison but is Rejoicing

Paul is about 55 years old when he writes this – he’s under house arrest, and he doesn’t know if tomorrow he will be killed, brought to court, or set free.  He’s getting up in years, he has none of the comforts of home or the privileges of privacy, but he is rejoicing!  He doesn’t have a clue regarding his future, but he is smiling at life. No matter what happened to him, He had the ability to see the greater purpose of all circumstances.  

God is Great and God is Good
Paul believed in a God who is great and a God who is good – a God who could crush us, but chose to crush His Son and set us free.  God is great – He is the all powerful, all knowing, unchanging, all wise God.  He can do anything. He knows what is best.  And He wants to do you good.  He has set all things in order to show His goodness to unworthy man. He has set all things in order to do the ultimate good to us – to make us like Christ – to restore us to the image of God.
The Philippian church is a very special church to the Apostle Paul and to the entirety of Christianity.  It was the first church to be planted in Europe.  Remember Paul received the Macedonian call in a vision. Wow, I love it when the Holy Spirit opens doors for us!
Philippians 4:10–19 (ESV), “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
What we find in Philippians 4 is a thank you letter to the church at Philippi for the money that he received.  Do we get some of those kinds of letters at this church?

In this thank you letter, Paul says that giving to missions is not just for Paul’s monetary support and needs.  He ends up telling them that giving to the work of world missions is a way to accrue spiritual fruit to their account.  They can grow spiritually by giving sacrificially.
Outline:
1) Give when it’s Impossible(10).  

2) Give Independent of Circumstances (11-13).  

3) Give when it’s Inconvenient (14).  

4) Give for Increase in true riches (15-18).  

5) God will provide Infinitely (19).  

I. Give when it’s Impossible(10).  
Verse 10, ““I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity.”
Philippians Gave When they Could – The Philippians always gave when they could to Paul.  They had been in a place where they couldn’t give for ten years. Yet they gave when it was impossible.  They were there for Paul at the beginning of His church planting ministry when he planted the nearby church of Thessalonica.  They were there for the Jerusalem saints.  But there was a time when they couldn’t give.
Have you been through a time when you felt helpless to serve the Lord?  We’re going to find out that Paul is not really getting at finances but really spiritual growth.  

· Perhaps you’ve served for years in the church in a certain way, and then your health was taken away.

· Perhaps you are so used to being the generous one, and then you’re hit with financial hardship that seems to cripple your generous heart.

· Perhaps it’s your heart’s desire to do something great for God, but God keeps telling you wait!

The Philippians were a generous church.  They were Paul’s sweetheart church.  They weren’t able to help Paul as they wanted to, yet they helped him more than many of the other churches. But there was a time when they couldn’t help Paul, and then God revived their concern for him.

Revival of Concern
Isn’t it amazing how God brings streams of water out of the desert and honey out of the rock?   Paul says, I’m so thankful you “revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity.” (verse 10).  
The Afghanistan of the Ancient World

Paul says in 2 Corinthians 8:3-4 that the Philippians had begged to give to Paul.  Why is this significant? The Macedonians were poorer than poor.. These were three churches – Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea.  It was the Afghanistan of the ancient world.  They were war-torn and persecuted.  And yet these poor Macedonians were BEGGING to give to Paul to for the poor Jewish believers at Jerusalem. Now they wanted to give to Paul again!  God was doing the impossible through these dear Philippian saints.

God wants us to be instruments of the impossible.  Man can do the possible all by Himself.  Only God can accomplish the impossible! 

Some of the poorest people I know are the most generous.  Now this is really not a message about giving, but growing.  

Transition: How was it that the Philippians could give of themselves in such an impossible situation?   It’s all about maturity.  Let’s look at verses 11-12 to see what I’m talking about.

Outline:

1) Give when it’s Impossible(10).  

II. Give Independent of circumstances (11-12).  

God has promised to provide for missionaries whether you give to them or not.  This is what Paul says in verses 11-13, “Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”
The Word Content: Satisfied with God Alone
The Greek word translated “content” appears only here in the New Testament. It means “to be satisfied”. In extrabiblical Greek it means “to have enough so as to not be dependent”.  The state of true contentment comes only from God, and enables believers to be satisfied with God alone INDEPENDENT of circumstances – to be at ease in the midst of any problem.  Can you grow in grace independent of your circumstances?
Paul said it this way earlier in the chapter: Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.” 

Thermostats & Thermometers
Some people are thermometers.  They merely register what is around them.  If the situation is difficult and pressurized, they register tension and irritability.  If it’s stormy, they register worry and fear.  If it’s calm, quiet, and comfortable, they register relaxation and peacefulness.

Others are thermostats.  They regulate the atmosphere.  They are the mature change-agents who never let the situation dictate to them who they should behave.  

The “Gift” of Contentment? No!
You are probably thinking, “I wish I had that contentment gift”.  Wait a minute.  It isn’t a gift.   It is a learned trait.  Paul confessed that he had learned the ability to accept and adapt to all that God brings to us.  Paul said, “I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content” (verse 11).

David’s Joy Not in Circumstances

Consider David.  He was a man of war.  He must had fought in hundreds of wars, yet we have no record that he was ever wounded in battle.  You can just imagine arrows flying by his heard, knowing he’s one heart beat away from an enemy assassin’s arrow. Yet David in the midst of battle gives us the secret of contentment in the midst of chaos.

Psalm 91:1-16, “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High  will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 2  I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress,  my God, in whom I trust.” 3  For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. 4  He will cover you with his pinions,  and under his wings you will find refuge;  his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 5  You will not fear the terror of the night,  nor the arrow that flies by day, 6  nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,  nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 7  A thousand may fall at your side,  ten thousand at your right hand,  but it will not come near you. 8  You will only look with your eyes  and see the recompense of the wicked.

    9 Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—  the Most High, who is my refuge— 10  no evil shall be allowed to befall you,  no plague come near your tent. 11  For he will command his angels concerning you  to guard you in all your ways. 12  On their hands they will bear you up,  lest you strike your foot against a stone. 13  You will tread on the lion and the adder;  the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 14  “Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him;  I will protect him, because he knows my name. 15  When he calls to me, I will answer him;  I will be with him in trouble;  I will rescue him and honor him. 16  With long life I will satisfy him  and show him my salvation”
No matter what you are going through, you can have complete rest in your soul by drawing near to God.  Every moment must be a moment of worship and the grandeur of God.  We all must behold that God is infinitely greater than any circumstance that might threaten us harm. 
Remove My Circumstances
Don’t misunderstand – don’t think that if you draw near to God He will remove the tough stuff of life.  He will not.  In fact sometimes it gets even worse when you draw near to God!  Consider Job!

Some of you (if you’re like me) say at times: “God if you just remove my circumstances, I’ll finally start to grow.”  You might say, “my circumstances are holding me back!”

· – my singleness is holding me back 

· – my marriage is holding me back 

· – my poverty is holding me back

· – my unemployment is holding me back

· – my anger, my depression, my fear is holding me back

Paul brings a shocking truth before our eyes – our circumstances actually help us and test us to learn contentment with God.  Don’t you want to be spiritually mature?

Paul is chained to a Roman guard.  He is one solitary place, completely removed from the excitement and exhilaration of a larger ministry, and he says: I’ve learned to be satisfied.
CONTENTMENT: Paul was Satisfied in the Midst of Problems

Lest the Philippians misunderstand his statement in verse 10, Paul quickly added a disclaimer. He did not mean to imply that he spoke from being in need when he thanked them for their gift. In fact, he had learned to be content in whatever circumstances he found himself.

· As he wrote to Timothy, “If we have food and covering, with these we will be content” (1 Tim. 6:8).

· “But godliness with contentment is great gain” (1Timothy 6:6, KJV). 
Can you do all things through Christ?  Can you be content?  
The Sanctification Process – Amping up the Difficulty
Can I ask you, can you honestly say with Paul (verse 11), “I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.” Look over at 2 Peter 1:3-10, and we are going to see how it is God’s intention in fact to at times amp up the difficulty to test and grow your faith.  Can you be content with God alone?  Let’s look at this map of our sanctification in 2 Peter 1 and find out!
2 Peter 1:3–10 (ESV), “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.” 
Foundation

· Faith- committing completely to trust God

· Virtue  - moral integrity, carrying  out your faith in obedience
· Knowledge – Learning more and more of God’s way for you
Hard Work

· Self-Control – choosing what is right when you don’t feel like it.

· Perseverance – choosing right over and over again.
Payoff

· Godliness – a life habituated by Christlike character, godly choices are your culture.

· Brotherly kindness – you love and replicate this in the brothers and sisters in Christ.
· Love – Love for God and others – the pinnacle of Christlikeness.

Are you Content?  

You need to be growing in Christlike character.  Are you consistently choosing to please God regardless of what you feel like?

Job – Come Forth as Gold
Can you say with Job, “…He knows the way that I take; when he has tried me, I shall come out as gold” (Job 23:10). 
Outline:

1) Give when it’s Impossible(10).  

2) Give Independent of Circumstances (11-13).  

III. Give when it’s Inconvenient (14).  

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 
A Mark of Maturity

The Philippians didn’t wait till it was convenient to give of themselves.  If we wait till it’s convenient, we’ll almost never give of ourselves. No other church was really willing to share in Paul’s trouble like this church.  
They Mirrored God’s Loyal Love

They felt pain when he hurt.  They prayed for him when he was in trouble.  They didn’t judge Paul when things went well; neither did they complain when things were difficult.  They gave even beyond what was reasonable to give.  It was a mark of their maturity.  

Application: We are called to share in the financial burden of missionaries.  God’s going to provide for them regardless of the circumstances.  
Paul’s affliction was his need.  He learned by God’s grace how to deal with that affliction.  It is a distress and a burden to have financial difficulties.  Even the apostle knew what it was to suffer need and have financial burdens.  

No doubt it hurts to give to Missions.  It is a burden.  But what you are doing when you give to Missions is you are taking some of the sting of the financial burden away from the missionary.

Outline:

1) Give when it’s Impossible(10).  

2) Give Independent of Circumstances (11-13).  

3) Give when it’s Inconvenient (14).  

IV. Give for the Increase of true riches (15-18).  

15 And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 
· An Increase of Partnership / Stewardship
During his ministry in Thessalonica they sent a gift more than once for his needs. Their generosity, along with Paul’s own hard work, allowed him to minister free of charge in Thessalonica (1 Thess. 2:9; 2 Thess. 3:8) and Corinth (Acts 18:5; 2 Cor. 11:8).

What is this giving and receiving? Paul GAVE or dispensed the Gospel to them, and it was right that he should receive support from them.  It is vital that we support God’s ministers around the world.
Jesus told the 70 evangelists in Israel in Luke 10:7 , “And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house.” 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:14   In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.   .
John tells us in 3 John 7-8 , “For they have gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.

Illustration:  How many of you received a million dollar gift in your life?  You’ve received better than that, You’ve received eternal life!

We have a lot of responsibility.  We read in Luke 12:48, “Everyone to whom much is given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom is entrusted much, He will demand the more.”

The point is, part of our stewardship of receiving the truth is giving to those who are dispensing the Gospel to all the world!

· An Increase in Harvest

16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 
Every time you give you grow!  You get fruit.  You grow spiritually.  You by faith trust in God to supply your needs, as the brother on the field is depending on God to supply his needs.  

Not only that, but John says you are a “fellow workers for the truth”.

3 John 7-8, “For they have gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 8 Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.”.

· An Increase in Worship

18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 
Epaphroditus

Epaphroditus is a New Testament figure appearing as an envoy of the Philippian church to assist the Apostle Paul.

Philippians 2:25–30 (ESV), “I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need, 26 for he has been longing for you all and has been distressed because you heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 I am the more eager to send him, therefore, that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less anxious. 29 So receive him in the Lord with all joy, and honor such men, 30 for he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was lacking in your service to me.”

Epaphroditus

brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier 

The three words are arranged in an ascending scale: common sympathy, common work, common danger and toil and suffering."

OT Offerings – First and Best
In the OT, God commanded that the people give sacrifices.  They were to give to God their FIRST and their very BEST.  They were to give of the first fruits of their labor, but they were also to worship by giving free will offerings.

Free Will Offerings in the NT

The NT speaks of many free will offerings

· Body - Romans 12:1–2, Paul says to: “present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship”. 

· Teaching – Paul says to the Philippians in 2:17, “Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.” Paul gave his best to pour out his life to teach the people & make disciples.
· Resources – Epaphroditus brought the resources of the Philippians to Paul – in this same book of Philippians 4:18, “I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.”

· Praise – We are told to offer up a sacrifice of praise in Hebrews 13:15, “…let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of [our] lips that acknowledge his name.”
God says giving to His kingdom work here and around the world is a spiritual sacrifice that pleases Him.  Are you giving of you serving the Kingdom with your gifts?  Are you  administrating all that you have and all that you are for His global reign  so that He might reach through you to touch the lives of hundreds and thousands and millions of precious souls?
There’s not too much in this world that I can say beyond a shadow of a doubt pleases God, but this is one of them! Give of your best to the Master!
Outline:

1) Give when it’s Impossible(10).  

2) Give Independent of Circumstances (11-13).  

3) Give when it’s Inconvenient (14).  

4) Give for Increase in true riches (15-18).  

V. God will provide Infinitely (19).  

19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
God would have you experience His rich supply!
· We serve the God who gave Elijah food from a raven in the wilderness.  
· He’s the God that can rain manna from heaven.  
· He’s the God who can always make something out of nothing.  God can do it all—with or without you.  God is going to provide, and He can do it any way He wants to.  

· Some of you want to be in full time ministry.  God will bring it to pass!  Remember, after David had been anointed King of Israel by Samuel he had spent years and years hiding in caves, and God provided for him and prepared him to sit on the throne.
Paul knew that the Philippians would not only receive spiritual blessings in heaven for their generosity, but also that God would supply all their physical needs in this life. The Philippians had sacrificially (cf. 2 Cor. 8:1–3) given of their earthly possessions to support God’s servant, Paul. In return, God would amply supply their needs; He would not be in their debt. Having sown bountifully, they would reap bountifully.

· 2 Corinthians 9:6–7 (ESV), “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

The Philippians would discover that it is impossible to outgive God.

Conclusion:  Do you want real joy in this world, real fruit in your Christian ministry? If so, let me suggest this. Instead of wondering to yourself, as you often do, why people do not treat you better or remember things that are important to you, seek for ways in which you can help them, particularly in those areas in which only you know the problem. God will show you how. The other person will think that no one understands his need or no one is aware of his problem. Then your gift or your word of encouragement will come. He will be overjoyed; and if he is a Christian, he will see it as another way in which God uses people as channels of his faithful provision and blessing.

I cannot tell you who the person is whom you could help. I cannot tell you what the circumstances will be or even what you can do. That will vary. You will have to find it out for yourself. It might be a person in your own family with a unique need, perhaps one of your children who desperately needs someone to do something special for him or her, or your wife or husband who needs understanding. It might be someone at work who thinks that no one cares about him. It might be someone at church. It might be a stranger. It might be a financial need. It might be a word of encouragement. Whatever it is, God will help you to find it if you ask him. And he will give you great joy in being the one who, like the Philippians, did not forget, but remembered.
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