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Introduction: Open your Bible to the book of Matthew 6:24–34.  We are continuing in a series today about Christian Stewardship.  Today’s message we are talking about “The Stewardship of Our Resources”.

Jill’s Parents’ Vehicle

Once Jill and I were in between purchasing vehicles and her parents let us use their nice new Honda minivan.  I remember riding around in it.  It was so nice and the engine was so quiet.  The time came to return their vehicle.  Could you imagine if the conversation went something like this… 

“Now Mr. and Mrs. Wenger, Jill and I have been praying about this.  We’ve been wanting to be more generous in our lives.  After much prayer, we’ve decided to make a huge sacrifice and… give you this brand new minivan.”

Can you imagine the quizzical looks on their faces… “What do you mean?  It’s already ours.  We own it!”

And yet how often is this our very attitude when we decide to give to God.  

God Owns it All

We as believers are all stewards.  The biblical teaching of stewardship is that I’m a manager of things I do not own.  
Psalm 24:1 (ESV), ‘The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein…’

Haggai 2:8 (ESV), “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts.”

 
Psalm 50:10 (ESV), “For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.”
Ultimately things don’t belong to me; ultimately everything belongs to God.  God has given me possessions, income, a home, a place to sleep.  And He’s given those things to us that we might manage them in such a way that it glorifies God and builds His kingdom.  

I’ve heard people say “Why should I give God any of my money”.  As Christians we can never ask that question, because the premise is false.  It’s not my money.  What we ask as stewards and managers of God is: “How much of God’s money should I keep?”  
It would be nice on our paycheck where it had your name if it would be written in bold letters: “this check belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ”. You are named as the manager.  Or how about that Debit card or bank account.  All your accounts are in the Lord’s name, and you are an authorized manager.  Every time you go to spend money you ought to have the mentality that it is the Lord’s money, and you say, “Ok, Lord, I’m going to spend some of your money right now”. 
The Bible says a lot about how to handle money in a godly way. Jesus in his own teaching talks about finances 25% of the time. Remember that the Bible nowhere teaches that money itself is evil. It is not money or possessions that are at fault; it is the men who use them

Scripture talks about wealth and money over 800 different times.  One of those places is Matthew 6:19-34.  Let’s look there now.
Matthew 6:19–34 (ESV), “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  24 No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”

How can I honor God with my finances.  I can LET GOD have them.  How?  

Let’s look at the acronym: LET GOD…

I can…
· Lay up treasure in Heaven (19-20)
· Exchange Perspectives(22-23)
· Test my Heart (21)
· Give up all other Masters but Christ (24)
· Oppose Anxiety (25-32)
· Dedicate Everything FIRST to God (33-34)
I. Lay up treasure in Heaven (19-20)
Matthew 6:19–20 (ESV), “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.”
The word “moth” literally is “eater” and it is referring not only to moths, but also likely to rats, worms, termites, etc.

Jim Elliot said, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose”.  Why wouldn’t we give our life and all that we have for God? We cannot keep our life or our possessions.  Why not give ourselves away so that we can gain the souls God wants for His kingdom?  Why would we not give our service and wealth away for the sake of missions and making disciples?
· "There’s no reason to be the richest man in the cemetery. You can’t do any business from there."   Colonel Sanders of KFC restaurant fame.  It is said that he gave millions to the cause of Christ.
What are some ways we lay up treasure on earth?

· BY SPENDING: We purchase more than we can afford on time payments, so that there is little left over to give to God. 

· BY UPGRADING: We constantly upgrade our standard of living, so that our increases in income are already committed. 

When John Wesley was earning 30 British Pounds a year, he lived on 26 British Pounds and gave the rest to God. When his salary was raised to 60 British Pounds, he lived on 26 British Pounds and gave the rest to God. 

· BY WAITING: We stifle our generosity when we say that we will give at another time, but that time never comes.  We quench the impulse of the Holy Spirit to give by waiting.

II. Exchange Perspectives (22-23)
Matthew 6:22-23 (ESV), “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!”

Bad Eyesight

There is an idiom in Hebrew of the “bad eye” is “bad eyesight”.  Jesus is saying, can you recognize what true riches are?  Because if you can’t you are blind, and how great is that blindness!

Generosity

Those who have good eternal eye sight actually can enjoy true generosity.

2 Corinthians 8:7–9 (ESV), “But as you excel in everything—…see that you excel in this act of grace [in giving] also…. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” 
III. Test your Heart (21)
Matthew 6:21 (ESV), “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. “
In other words, what you spend your money on reveals what you really value.  I can say I love my kids, but if I live well but do not provide adequate food and clothing for them, then I do not love them.  
If you follow the resources in your life, I will tell you where your heart is.  One of the ways we show love is through generosity and provision and care.  Money is the chief indicator of where your priorities are.  
Clarification: God Doesn’t Need Our Money

Understand God doesn’t want your money.  He wants your heart.  God is not looking for donors.  He is looking for worshippers. Christ says in Matthew 6, that we ought to lay up treasure in heaven because “where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (verse 21).

If God has my heart, He’ll have my treasure.  You can’t say, “God I love you, I just don’t give anything to the cause of the Gospel”.  I can’t say to my wife, “I adore you”, but I never spend time with her listening to her heart.  
God wants your heart!  When you come to know Christ, He is your treasure!  The one who lays up treasure in heaven understands that all that is on this earth is dung!

Philippians 3:7-8, “But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ”.

“I never would have been able to tithe the first million dollars I ever made if I had not tithed my first salary, which was $1.50 per week.” 
— JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, SR. (1839-1937), Industrialist & Philanthropist
In fact, after John D. Rockefeller died, his accountant was asked, “How much did he leave behind?” He replied, “He left absolutely ALL of it!”

Every spending decision is a spiritual decision.   J. C. Ryle

Psalm 49:16-17 (ESV), “Be not afraid when a man becomes rich,  when the glory of his house increases. 17  For when he dies he will carry nothing away;  his glory will not go down after him.”  In other words, you don’t see Uhauls following hearses.  

You came into this world with nothing, and you certainly will not take anything with you!

---------------------

IV. Give up all other Masters but Christ (24)
Matthew 6:24 (ESV), “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

Kurios (masters) is often translated lord, and refers to a slave owner.

Romans 6:22 (ESV), “But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.”
· Who owns you?  

· Your emotions?

· Your job?

· Your family?

· Your sin?

· Your portfolio?

We have one master!

By definition, a slave owner has total control of the slave. For a slave there is no such thing as partial or part-time obligation to his master.

John Calvin said, “Where riches hold the dominion of the heart, God has lost His authority”

Ultimately there are only two masters.  And they are diametrically opposed.  We cannot serve both sin and God.

The orders of those two masters are diametrically opposed and cannot coexist. The one commands us to walk by faith and the other demands we walk by sight. 

V. Oppose Anxiety (25-32)
Matthew 6:25-32 (ESV), “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.”
God feeds the birds.  God clothes the flowers.  If we worry, we are lacking faith.  Jesus speaks to us when He says, “O you of little faith!”  A lack of faith will rob us of the spirit of generosity that God wants us to have. We will be hoarding our resources the moment we feel insecure.  Our insecurity is a result of not knowing God rightly.  

The desire for more money, more security, more comfort, can keep us cornered and caught in the trap of the false promises of money.  Money can never give us true security.  Only God can give us the security that we truly need.  

· John Piper once said, “There are no U-Hauls behind hearses”.  So true!  

More than Anything, He is our Master

Verse 25, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life’.  Therefore, because God is your Master, don’t be anxious.  You can only have one Master, and God is it, if you are a Christian.  God is your Master, and He will guide you.  He will care for all your needs.  There is no need to be fretful.  Indeed, the more we know our God, the more we know we have NOTHING to worry about. 

We need to be in a place where we hear the voice of God in regard to giving.  What did Jesus say?  “My sheep hear my voice, and they follow me”.  

Are you listening to the voice of the Master of to the voice of worry?

We should learn to live content with what we have.  How can we do that?  Remember…

· A Christian can be content because God owns everything.
· A Christian can be content because God provides everything.
· A Christian can be content because God controls everything.
· A Christian can be content because God has given everything to the believer in Christ!!
God is Good!

You need something?  God will give it to you if He thinks you need it.  
· Romans 8:32 (ESV), “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? “
· Psalm 84:11 (ESV), “No good thing does he withhold  from those who walk uprightly. 12  O LORD of hosts,  blessed is the one who trusts in you!”
· Ephesians 1:3–4 (ESV), “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,…
God has lavished His love upon us in Christ and he promises…

· Philippians 4:19 (ESV), “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”
Worry, the Opposite of Contentment
Worry is the opposite of contentment, which should be a believer’s normal and consistent state of mind. Every believer should be able to say with Paul, Phil. 4:11–12 “for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need” (Phil. 4:11–12; cf. 1 Tim. 6:6–8).

Worry Defined
Worry has been defined this way:

Worry is the sin of distrusting the promise and providence of God, and yet it is a sin that Christians commit perhaps more frequently than any other. The English term worry comes from an old German word meaning to strangle, or choke. That is exactly what worry does; it is a kind of mental and emotional strangulation, which probably causes more mental and physical afflictions than any other single cause.
The Dense Fog of Anxiety

It has been reported that a dense fog extensive enough to cover seven city blocks a hundred feet deep is composed of less than one glass of water-divided into sixty thousand million droplets. In the right form, a few gallons of water can cripple a large city.

In a similar way, the substance of worry is nearly always extremely small compared to the size it forms in our minds and the damage it does in our lives. 

Worry will keep you from having a heavenly perspective.  It will keep you from responding to the Holy Spirit’s direction in your life.
How should you respond when everything crashes in your life.  Two images come to my mind.  

· Job – when everything was taken away from him, what did he do?  He fell down before the Lord and worshipped.  He said, “The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away, and Blessed be the Name of the Lord”!  

· Another man I think of is John Wesley
John Wesley’s House

One day when he was away from home someone came running up to John Wesley saying, “Your house has burned down! Your house has burned down!” To which Wesley replied, “No it hasn’t, because I don’t own a house. The one I have been living in belongs to the Lord, and if it has burned down, that is one less responsibility for me to worry about.”

The bottom line that Jesus is telling us in Matthew 6 is do not be anxious, because worry robs you of your ability to be generous.  It kills your ability to see the joy of laying up treasure in heaven.  All that we have is not ours.

How do I overcome worry?  I’m about to tell you…  Actually our Lord tells us in verse 33…

VI. Dedicate everything FIRST to God (33-34)
Matthew 6:33-34 (ESV), “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”

Seek FIRST the Kingdom!
If God is first in your life, everything comes into order.  Matthew 6:33.  The opposite is also true.  If God is not first in your life, everything will be out of order. We are talking about finances only because Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also”.  Your treasure reveals your priorities.  

Some of the Poorest Families

I’ve talked with some of the poorest most financially ravaged people in our congregation this week, and here’s what they are telling me.  As we are faithful to put God first, God is faithful to provide for all our needs.  

The Principle of the First born in the Bible
Exodus 13:1-2 (ESV), “The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” 

“It is mine”.  God says the firstborn belongs to me.  Skip down to verse 12…
Exodus 13:12-14, “you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the LORD’s. 13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem.”

Matthew Henry says this promise ultimately belongs to us!  Christ has redeemed us.  When you see the detail it will take your breath away.  

A. The first born must either be sacrificed or “redeemed”.  

a. Examples of clean and unclean animals.  If it’s a firstborn from a clean animal it must be sacrificed, but if it is unclean, it must be redeemed with the sacrifice of a clean animal.  If it’s a donkey, for example, you must either redeem it with a clean animal, or the unclean donkey has to die.  
So let’s say a sheep gave birth to a lamb.  The first born lamb had to be sacrificed every time.  So imagine you were living in that day as a Jew.  You are in the ranching business.  Your son observes you year after year, and every time a clean animal births a first born, your son sees that you kill it.  That seems strange.  So your son asks, Why do you keep killing the first born?

Exodus 13:14, “And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery.”

b. Were you born clean or unclean?  The clean had to be sacrificed so that the unclean can be redeemed.  Everything in this book points to Jesus.
c. In this OT shadow, who is the clean? Jesus!  Who is the unclean?  Me and You!  

d. We deserve to die, but because of the sacrifice of the firstborn Lamb, we can live!  

e. God owns us!  1 Corinthians 6:19–20 (ESV), “You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”

f. God gave His first and best for you (His Son, His Firstborn), therefore you should give your first and best to God.

B. The Principle of the Firstfruits.
Not only must the firstborn in Israel be offered, but also the firstfruits.
Exodus 23:19 (ESV), “The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD your God.”  

Proverbs 3:9–10 (ESV), “Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce;  10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.”  

The people were to bring all the silver and gold from Jericho into the house of the Lord

C. The Principle of the First 10 Percent.  Leviticus 27:30 (ESV), “Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD’s; it is holy to the LORD.” 

God told the Old Testament saints in Malachi 3, that if they did not bring the tithe, they were robbing God.

Many have said the tithe is not for the New Testament times, but…

1. Abraham tithed to Melchisadec before the giving of the Law.

2. Grace always intensifies the Law

(1.) You have heard (Matthew 5) do not murder, but I say… no anger or insults

(2.) You have heard do not commit adultery, but I say do not lust

(3.) Most who say tithe is for the OT say that it’s a good place to start in the NT!

Bad Circumstances

1. What if I’m out of work?  - Example of the poorest couple…  envelope on their kitchen counter…

2. What if I’m a widow?    Widow’s mite! 

The tithe is to be brought to the house of God.  It doesn’t go to the Christian university, the radio program, etc.

God gets it first.  The mortgage company does not get your tithe.  Give God the first!

Exodus 13:14–16 (ESV), “And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15 For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.”

Mom, Dad the sheep’s having her first lamb.  O look the lamb is being born!  The dad comes and cuts the lamb’s throat.  That happens year after year.  Finally the son is going to say, “What does this mean?”

We Used to Be Slaves

So you say, son, there’s something you need to know that you may not know.  We weren’t always in the ranching business.  We used to not have any animals or land or anything.  We were in bondage, we were slaves.  But God with a MIGHTY HAND delivered.  This is why we gladly give to God our firstborn. 

My Children
My children often ask, why do we tithe?  

· Because we didn’t always live for God

· We used to be slaves in the world.

· Now God owns us.  He bought us with His firstborn, His very best

God is asking you, will you put me first in every area of your life?  

Will you put God first in your finances?

Will you LET GOD have total control over your resources?
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