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Introduction: Open your Bible to the book of 1 Corinthians 12.  We are continuing in a series today about Christian Stewardship.  Today’s message we are talking about “The Stewardship of Our Spiritual Gifts”.
The central purpose in 1 Corinthians 12 is to reintroduce the Holy Spirit to the Corinthian church.  He describes them as “uninformed”.  God wants us to know Who the Holy Spirit is, and what He does in our lives.

Selfishness

Paul was dealing with a bunch of people who were radically focused on themselves.  I know none of us have that problem!  

· They were focused on human popularity (I am of Paul, Apollos), 

· They were focused on earthly comforts (even getting drunk at the Lord’s Table)

· They were focused on asserting their rights, and nursing their hurts (even taking each other to court)

The very center of all our problems is our radical disposition on ourselves.  We need a seismic shift in our outlook this morning.  And by we I mean I!  I need this brothers and sisters.  And I believe if you are anything like me, you need it to.  

Generosity of God - Spiritual Gifts

 Paul redirects their focus to the generosity of God.  God has done something marvelous in their lives, and they need to redirect their focus!
Soon we are going to have new chairs in the auditorium.  We shouldn’t neglect needed improvements.  But we do not come here Sunday morning for nice chairs and good friends.  We come here for God.  We have 168 hours in our week.  We come together now to heed God’s call: “Be still and know that I am God”.

We come together to worship Him, for His filling and empowerment.  We come together to edify one another.  

The meetings in Corinth were out of control.  They were getting drunk at the Lord’s Table, and they were showing off their spiritual gifts in the services.  Paul wanted to remind them that worship was “to be conducted in such a way as to reflect the character of the God whose meeting it was.”

This passage focuses on the ministry of the Holy Spirit in His church.

1 Corinthians 12:1–13 (ESV), “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.”

1 Corinthians 13:1–3 (ESV), “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.”

Outline for today…

· Spiritual gifts tell God’s story (12:1-3).
· Spiritual gifts display God’s glory (12:4-7a).
· Spiritual gifts demonstrate God’s grace (12:7b-13).
· Spiritual gifts depend on God’s love (1 Cor. 13:1-3).

I. Spiritual gifts tell God’s story (12:1-3).
All of us have a story.  
All of us have a testimony.  Everywhere Paul went he told his story.  I was a Pharisee of Pharisees, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, but then while I was on the Damascus Road the Lord appeared to me!
What’s your testimony?  What’s your story? The Corinthians had forgotten their story because they had forgotten the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 12:1-2, “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led.”
A. Led Astray by Idols.

As former pagans, the Corinthian Christians had once been led astray to the dumb idols. Led astray (apagō) was often used of prisoners being taken under armed guard to prison or execution (Mark 14:44; 15:16; Acts 12:19; cf. 2 Tim. 3:6). Before a person is saved he is a captive of Satan and of his own depraved nature. He is spiritually blind and spiritually weak, and cannot help being led into idolatry.

One of the most common misconceptions about the ungodly life—a misconception shared by many immature believers—is that it is free, in contrast to the Christian life, which is hemmed in by rigid restrictions. As Paul teaches in this passage, just the opposite is true. The unbeliever is a captive of sin and of Satan. He has some choice as to the type of sin, but he has no choice as to whether or not to sin. However you were led, the apostle says, you were led. You had no choice.


Dumb (aphōnos) does not mean unintelligent but speechless, literally “without voice.” No idol can respond to man’s needs. By definition an idol is man–made and impersonal. 

B. Liberated by the Lordship of Christ by the Spirit.
3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.”

Paul is of course speaking of sincere confession. An unbeliever can easily utter those words. Jesus warned, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). 

The Gnostics taught that Jesus was an accursed man like the rest of mankind and that he later became the Christ. Your understanding of who Jesus Christ is determines whether or not you remain in bondage to sin.  

When the Holy Spirit does His work in us, we are born again, and we cry out: “Jesus is Lord!”  We become liberated by the Lordship of Christ.  It is the Spirit’s ministry to take us out of the chaos and confusion and bondage of sin and give us a NEW Master: the Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus becomes the blazing center of our life.  We used to be ruled by our sinful passions, but now we are free and under a new Master. 

II. Spiritual gifts display God’s glory (12:4-7a).
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”

The manifestation of the Spirit restates what Paul has emphasized in each of the three previous verses: God is the source of all spiritual gifts. God gives them to display His glory! 
Showing the Spirit

We are each sovereignly given “given the manifestation of the Spirit”.  
According to John Piper:

God is manifested in your life. God, the Spirit, becomes visible through you. You are to show the Spirit. Professor Don Carson of Trinity Seminary wrote a whole book on just these three chapters (12–14) and he titled the whole book on the basis of this one verse: Showing the Spirit. To him that is what the whole section is about. I would say that is what the whole Bible and all of life is about—showing God, making God as seen as an invisible God can be seen.
Manifestations of the Trinity

They are all given by and are manifestations of the divine Trinity. The gifts are given by “the same Spirit” (v. 4); the ministries are assigned by “the same Lord” (v. 5); and the effects are energized by “the same God” (v. 6). 
Manifestation (phanerōsis) has the basic idea of making known, clear, or evident. That is what spiritual gifts do: they make the Holy Spirit known, clear, and evident in the church and in the world. They manifest the Spirit. The meaning is the opposite of hidden or private. Spiritual gifts are never given to be hidden or to be used privately. They are given to manifest the Holy Spirit, to put Him on display.

Service Displays God’s Glory!

III. Spiritual gifts demonstrate God’s grace (12:7b-13).
7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
A. We are Receivers.

8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.”
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.”
Basil the Great, Pastor of the church in Caesarea of Cappadocia [Turkey], one of the early church fathers wrote this when pondering the greatness of the Holy Spirit.  Basil helped Athanasius against the Arians.  He was a defender of the Trinity and wrote a wonderful work on the Personhood of the Holy Spirit.  Listen to what He says about the Spirit:

“What does the Spirit do?  His works are ineffable in majesty, and innumerable in quantity.  How can we even ponder what extends beyond the ages?  What did He do before creation began?  How great are the graces He showered on creation?   What power will He wield in the age to come?  He existed; He pre-existed; He co-existed with the Father and the Son before the ages.  Even if you can imagine anything beyond the ages, you will discover that the Spirit is even further beyond.”


 – Basil the Great
· 1 Peter 4:10-11 says, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied [multi-colored] grace. 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”  So spiritual gifts are stewardships of God’s grace.  
Two Categories of Gifts: Speaking and Serving
· Ephesians 4:7, 11–12 (ESV), “But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.”
· Romans 12:5–6 (ESV), “so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them…”
We are Rich.

12: 7: “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”
Personal: “each” – that means YOU.

We are Responsible. 

12: 7: “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”

It is good for people to see God. It is good for us to see the manifestations of God's Spirit in each other's lives.
God’s gifts are given to be USED.  Just as we have organs in our Body to do certain things, each one of us needs to be active and serving for God’s church to be healthy.  

IV. Spiritual gifts depend on God’s love (1 Cor. 13:1-3).

Our spiritual gifts depend on our love!  It’s not about YOU!

In 12:31 we read, “But earnestly desire the higher gifts.  And I will show you a still more excellent way.”

1 Corinthians 13:1–3 (ESV), “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.”
Everything – Love = Nothing.

I can have all the spiritual gifting.  I can have all the Spiritual empowerment to bring a blessing to the congregation, but if I use my gift in a selfish way, I rob the congregation.

We must use our gifts and sacrifice our lives in using them.  

It takes time and sacrifice.  

Love is a killer!  John 3:16; Galatians 2:20
Conclusion: Do you have a cross to bear?  Are you going throughgfcf       vc a trial? 

Don’t pout, don’t have self pity!  Serve God!!
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