The Stewardship of the Soul

Preached by: Matthew S. Black
Text: Luke 12:13-34 

Series: Stewardship
  Date: January 6, 2013, 10:30am

Living Hope Bible Church of Roselle, IL
Introduction: Open your Bible to the book of Luke.  We are beginning a series today about Christian Stewardship.  Today’s message we are talking about “The Stewardship of the Soul”.

Stewardship.  It’s a word that means management.  It infers that everything we see does not belong to us.  And chiefly in the Scriptures we learn that we belong to God.  God is the Potter, we are the clay.  God owns everything, including you and me.  Every breath we take, every move we make, God is sustaining  us and all creation.
It’s Important to Belong.  No one wants to be…

· An orphan, no father, no mother, no family

· Homeless – no place to call home

· Jobless – this is something many are struggling with now.  It’s no fun.

We all want to belong.  We all want to have an identity.  If we are a Christian, we belong to God.  But even if we are not a Christian, think about this, we still belong to God.  He can do  with us what He wants.  

There is nothing more important to Christian growth than the proper understanding and practice of “Christian Stewardship.” The teaching of the New Testament on this subject sums up all of Christian life and duty. Good habits of stewardship should be formed early in the life of a Christian. When this is done they will serve as strong deterrents against selfishness, carelessness, and worldliness.

Luke 12:13-34, “Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 14 But he said to him, "Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?" 15 And he said to them, "Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." 16 And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops? ' 18 And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry."' 20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be? ' 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God."

22 And he said to his disciples, "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.

32 "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

We need to be aware of: 
· The Trap of the Soul: Materialism (13-15)

· The Tragedy of the Soul: Not Rich Toward God (16-21)

· The Test for the Soul: what Worries You? (22-30)

· The Target for the Soul: the Kingdom (31)

· The Treasure of the Soul: God’s Love (32-34)

Christian stewardship begins by recognizing that all that we have and all that we are belongs to God! 
[SLIDE]

We Belong to the Lord!

Romans 14:7–8 (ESV), “For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”
[SLIDE]
Webster's Dictionary

STEWARDSHIP [noun]: the conducting, supervising, or managing of something; especially : the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one's care

[SLIDE]

Webster's Dictionary (1828)

SOUL [noun]:  The spiritual, rational and immortal substance in man, which distinguishes him from animals; that part of man which enables him to think and reason, and which renders him a subject of moral government. The immortality of the soul is a fundamental article of Christianity.

[SLIDE]

Daniel Webster said, " Such is the nature of the human soul that it must have a God, an object of supreme affection."

-------

"Just two choices on the shelf - pleasing God or pleasing self"

Question 1 from the Heidelberg Catechism states it this way:

[SLIDE]
Question 1.
What is your only comfort in life and death?

Answer.
That I with body and soul, both in life and death, am not my own, but belong unto my faithful Savior Jesus Christ; who, with His precious blood, has fully satisfied for all my sins, and delivered me from all the power of the devil; and so preserves me that without the will of my heavenly Father, not a hair can fall from my head; yea, that all things must be subservient to my salvation, and therefore, by his Holy Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life, and makes me sincerely willing and ready, henceforth, to live unto him. 

So we come to a situation in Jesus’ ministry in which Jesus is teaching on a very heavy subject.  
In the middle of the very weighty discourse that Jesus is giving the multitude about the danger of committing the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, somebody from the crowd interrupts him with a crass and selfish concern. A man in the crowd asked Jesus to settle an inheritance dispute. Jesus replied that he was not holding the office of a judge.
 (Sproul).

[SLIDE]
I. The Trap of the Soul: Materialism (13-15)

There is a trap - a lie - in every one of us that can rob us of our soul. 

It’s the desire to substitute THINGS for LIFE.

Let’s look at this in Luke 12:13.

Luke 12:13-15, “Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 14 But he said to him, "Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, "Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
Because we lack the LIFE of GOD in us, we have as the Puritans said, “a vacuum in our heart” that only God can fill.  Our soul is misdirected in a task of acquiring things.  That’s NOT what we were made for.  We were made for the GLORY of God, not the GATHERING of STUFF!
The Great Trap of Materialism

Have you ever seen those shows on TV about hoarders?  I have only been able to watch one of two episodes.  It’s too much.  That’s kind of a neurotic expression of what’s inside all of us.  Within everyone of us is a little hoarder!  The trap of materialism and hoarding began in the Garden of Eden.  

Genesis 3:1-8 (ESV), “Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.”

Satan trapped Eve and Adam into thinking God wasn’t good.  That’s the lie of materialism.  

· God isn’t good.  

· He’s not concerned.  

· He won’t really provide for all my needs.  

· I can’t be generous. I’ll get burned – I’ll get cut short by God.  

This is the lie and the trap of materialism.

This is the trap in Jesus’ day.  

Jesus is talking in Luke 12 about the possibility that someone would blaspheme the Holy Spirit and reject Jesus’ ministry – a very serious subject.  In the middle of it, a man in the crowd interrupts Jesus too settle an inheritance dispute.

Luke 12:13-15, “Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."
There is a temptation to think that the value of our lives consist in earthly attainments.  Do we measure people’s value by their:

· Net worth?

· Education?

· Popularity, number of Facebook friends?

· Size of House?

· Make of Car?

There are multitudes of people that are so much more concerned with external comfort for the body and mindlessness of worldly distraction and entertainment than with their own soul.  Jesus takes this man’s mindless question and uses it as an example to warn us to examine how we are living so that we don’t end up gaining the world, but losing our own soul.
Jesus says, “and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (15). 
You need to have to have a soldier at the gate of your heart to keep greed out! Resist the temptation to fill the void of your soul with STUFF!
II. The Tragedy of the Soul: Not Rich Toward God (16-21)

Luke 12:16-21, “16 And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought [SCHEMED] to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' 18 And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry [RELAX!].” 20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be? ' 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”
Just as the farmer is almost ready to kick back, he kicks the bucket!
What was His / is Our Problem?

The man schemed to himself.  He lived a life that “leaned to his own understanding”.  He did not fear God or seek the wisdom of God from above.  His life had no room for God. He was “not rich toward God”.  

Not Rich Toward God

What does that mean?  He robbed His soul of its ultimate purpose.  Do not be deceived.  You were not created for THINGS.  You were created for GOD!

Isaiah says, “But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand” (Isaiah 64:8, ESV).
To be “rich toward God” is to lay up treasure for God instead of SELF.

Matthew 6:19–20 (ESV), “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.” 

The Tragedy of Worthless Riches
Psalm 127:1 (ESV), “Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”

III. The Test for the Soul: what Worries You? (22-30)

So let me ask you… are YOU rich toward God?  There is a test…

What worries you?

Luke 12:22-31, “And he said to his disciples, "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.”
Since life is not about abundance, it only stands to reason that worrying about physical provisions in this life is pointless.  What you worry about really shows where your treasure is.  That’s Jesus’ conclusion there in v.22. “Therefore ,” he says, as a conclusion drawn from the parable of the rich fool. “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life.” Since life is not about having an abundance of things, don’t worry about whether or not you have an abundance of things.  Life is about the King!  So seek the Kingdom!  That’s Jesus’ conclusion!

What NOT to seek – Control of Your Life
 “Anxiety, though perhaps a natural response to sensing events that are beyond our control, is … [a] profitless activity” (Bock, IVP Luke, 349).

Proverbs 3:5–6 (ESV)

            5       Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

      and do not lean on your own understanding. 

            6       In all your ways acknowledge him, 

      and he will make straight your paths.  

You Don’t Need to Worry as God’s Child!

Trust in the Father’s Love

Two examples

1. Ravens – the lowest rank of living creatures – God provides!

Luke 12:24-26
“Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 
The ravens don’t plant or harvest. They don’t build barns. They don’t know how to plan or save or stockpile for the future; but God takes care of them. So there goes the whole “God-helps-those-who-help-themselves” theory. And we’re way more valuable to God than birds because we’re made in God’s image. This is not an excuse to quit planning for a financial future, or counting the cost of our plans. But it is a reason to quit fretting over that future as we try to plan for it. If God cares so tenderly for the birds, then how must he treat people who put their trust in Him and submit their plans to Him?

2. Lilies – they never do any work – God provides!
Luke 12:27-30
27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 
29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them.”
Or think about the flowers in the field. They don’t sit at a weaver’s wheel and spin their own clothes; yet God ensconces them with a glory that even Solomon himself never wore. God makes the grass beautiful, even though it’s here today and gone tomorrow, because God is good. He is a generous provider, and it suits His kindness to clothe the grass in lush color, even for the brief time that it lives. If God is so kind to the evanescent, inanimate grass, then how much more will He provide for all those who trust in Him? He calls them “ye of little faith.” The antidote to anxiety is faith, and the gymnasium of faith is prayer. Prayer builds and exercises faith, and in that way reduces anxiety. That’s why Paul says in Phil 4:6 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication make your requests known to God.” That’s why Peter tells us to “cast all your cares on God, for He cares for you.”

Jesus’ conclusion: God loves you and will provide for you!
IV. The Target for the Soul: the Kingdom (31)

Luke 12:31, “Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.”
Matthew 6:33 (ESV), “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” 
What You Should Seek: The Kingdom

What is the Kingdom?  

Graeme Goldsworthy defined it in the following way: 

The Kingdom of God is :

1. God’s PEOPLE

2. In God’s PLACE

3. Under God’s RULE

How did Paul understand the Kingdom?

Acts 28:23, “When they had appointed a day for him [PAUL], they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets.”

House Arrest

Verse 16 says, Paul was in his own private lodging under the guard of a Roman soldier.  So this is his first Roman imprisonment, and he is under house arrest.  

Moses and the Prophets

Paul preached Jesus and His Kingdom from Moses and the Prophets to help them understand.  
What do we find in Moses?

God calls Abraham to leave

1. His people

2. His land

3. His rule (under his father’s household)

God promises Abraham (Gen. 12, 15, 17)…

1. A PEOPLE (as the stars of the sky & sand of the sea)

2. A PLACE (A Promised Land)

3. Under God’s RULE (I will be your God)

The Kingdom from the Books of Moses…

Genesis 17:7, “And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”

Consider the echo in Revelation…

Revelation 21:1-4, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes…”

Jesus’ view of the Kingdom

· The Kingdom is AT HAND.  Jesus said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is AT HAND”. (Matthew 3:2)

· The Kingdom is HERE.  Luke 17:20-21 (ESV), “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed, 21  nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”
· The Kingdom is COMING.  Matthew 25:34 (ESV), “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”
Already / Not Yet

Theologians like to say the kingdom is Already/Not Yet.  The Kingdom is already here.  

· Jesus says we should “seek it” (Matthew 6:33).

· Paul says in Colossians 1:13 (ESV), “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son”

· He says we are already ruling and reigning with him and “seated in the heavenlies” (Ephesians).

Like a Car that is ready to be unveiled…

Advancing the Kingdom

What does it mean to “seek the kingdom” and to “be rich toward God”?  IIt means Jesus would have the throne of your heart.  A true Christian lives for one purpose, that Jesus Christ would be exalted as Lord and King.  To live that way, is to “be rich toward God”.  It’s to live as if God owns you and all that you have, because He does.

Are you a citizen of the Kingdom of Christ?  Are you His subject?  Are you living under the Lordship of Jesus as His representative?  Is Jesus your king?  Do you bow your knee?

And we should “worry” about advancing His kingdom.  We should put our time, effort, resources toward advancing the Kingdom of Christ.  This is what it means to “be rich toward God”.
How do we Advance the Kingdom?

How can we be a Good Steward of our Soul?

1. Apply the King’s PRINCIPLES (Psalm 1:2).

Psalm 1:2 (ESV), “[The blessed man’s] delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.” (Read the Word, Obey the Word)

You need a daily Bible reading plan, a study Bible, a mentor and friend to help you.

Be a disciple and a disciple maker!

2. Love the King’s PEOPLE (John 13:35).

John 13:35 (ESV), “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

3. Honor the King’s PURPOSES (Pro. 3:9).

Proverbs 3:9 (ESV), “Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce.”
How do you make God’s kingdom your first concern? 

RESOURCES

Well, one way is to not simply think to yourself what you’re going to do with your tax return in a few weeks. Think to God about what you’ll do with it. 

TIME

The same goes with your discretionary time. How can you use that time to grow as a Christian, to serve others, to serve the church, to do evangelism, to encourage another Christian? 
After a while of thinking like that, you won’t have time to worry. God will keep your heart and hands busy with other things, and one day it will dawn on you that you haven’t been anxious because you’re investing your energies into God’s kingdom, and He’s been providing for you all along.

V. The Treasure of the Soul: God’s Love (32-34)

Luke 12:32-34, “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

God will give you all you need.

This does not mean we do not take care with time management and money management.  It means we take MORE CARE with it, because it’s for the kingdom.

· Luke 16:11, “If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?”

· Luke 16:13, “No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

The laser focused question in stewardship is: who or what is your treasure?

Luke 12: 34, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

· Mark 8:35-37, “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36  "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 37  "Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”

Conclusion: 
Who really controls your life?

Do you recognize God's ownership of your soul?

Bible Verse

1 Corinthians 6:20, “For you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body."
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