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Open your Bible to the book of Mark 1:1. We are beginning a new study in Mark’s gospel on the “Life and Ministry of Jesus Christ, the Greatest Servant”.  
I. Introduction: It is in the book of Mark that Jesus Christ is presented as a servant, in relation to Matthew where He is presented as a king.  
A. Intro of theme.  Today we are going to study the life of John Mark.  What we are going to find out is that he was a very ordinary person, with some success, but really spectacular failure in his life.  This is a man who is most famous for deserting Paul on his first missionary journey.  And God uses this man to do some amazing things, among which is to write the second Gospel in our New Testament.  Paul even says at the end of his life, “Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry” (2 Timothy 4:11).    The title of this morning’s message is: “Mark the Deserter: God uses Broken Things”.

1. Main Proposition: 
This morning we are going to see that God loves to use the weak things of this world to confound the mighty.
God uses broken people!  There are no other kinds of people to use. He doesn’t want anyone glorying in His sight. And so God allows a certain amount of weakness and failure in your life so that you will remain humble and usable in His sight.  It is not a sin to be weak and awkward at things.  

God is going to use a very weak, broken man who fails but continues to grow and change.  God uses John Mark, who we are going to find out deserted the Apostle Paul on his first missionary journey.  He uses John Mark to be an invaluable companion to the greatest apostles of the New Testament church, Peter and Paul; and he uses John Mark to write a very, very important Gospel to the population center of the world at that time.
Through the life of John Mark, we are going to see how God uses broken, weak people, because that’s the only kind of people that there are.  We are going to do a survey of His life and see three ways God makes us useful for Him.
1. God prepares His saints sovereignly
2. God guides His saints patiently 

3. God restores His saints mercifully
Let’s get started with prayer. 
[Prayer for Guidance]

God uses broken, weak, failing people.  God’s knows all our failings and all our weaknesses.  Yet He calls us, not because of who we are but because of who He is.  God is sovereign.  And the first thing we are going to see in the life of Mark is some striking things that he could not choose that would prepare John Mark for usefulness.

I. God prepares His saints sovereignly.  God chose some things for John Mark that were vital in his usefulness.

A. Consider Mark’s name. Mark’s full name is John Mark.  He has two names.  The name John is his Jewish name, and Mark, or Markus, is his Roman name.  This shows us that Mark is a Hellenized Jew.  That is he is a Jew with two cultures.  He can relate to Jews, but he also knows Gentile culture intimately.  Don’t you think this is important for him later in life as he helps two apostles plant churches? Mark did not choose his name.  God prepared him sovereignly.   
B. Consider John Mark’s family.  His cousin is Barnabas.  Colossians 4:10 speaks of Paul’s companion during his first imprisonment: “Marcus, sister’s son to Barnabas”. Barnabas comes to Christ early on, and paves the way for John Mark into ministry. Mark did not choose his family.  God prepared him sovereignly.   
C. Consider John Mark’s probable place of birth and childhood.  Both Barnabas and Mark likely spent many of their growing up years on the island of Cyprus.  This allowed Mark to be familiar with Gentile culture, to speak perfect Greek as well as perfect Hebrew.  Mark did not know that one day God would use this to write the Gospel in the New Testament to the entire Roman world, and to all nations for thousands of years to come.  Mark did not choose his place of birth.  God prepared him sovereignly.   
D. Consider Mark’s home during his later youth. Sometime during his childhood, John Mark and his parents moved to Jerusalem.  John Mark’s mother was likely a very early follower of Jesus They would have been fairly well to do, we will find out later, because of the house they lived in.  It was a place where many special things happened, such as:

1. First, John Mark’s home was the likely place where Christ’s Passover (the last supper—Matthew 26:18; Mark 14:15) took place.

Alfred Edershim, in his monumental book, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, suggests that Jesus and His disciples had their last Passover meal together at the home of Mary and her husband, whose son was John Mark.
  

Later would record the instructions that Jesus gave Peter, “Go ye into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him. 14  And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman of the house, The Master saith, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? 15  And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and prepared: there make ready for us” (Mark 14:13-15).

The master of the house would be John Mark's father.  In Acts 12, it is called the house of Mary.
2. Second, John Mark’s home was the probable meeting place of the church at Jerusalem before Pentecost where the 120 were praying (Acts 1:12-15).

3. Second, John Mark’s home was the gathering place of the church as they waited and prayed for the outcome of Peter’s imprisonment and death sentence (Acts 12:12).
Mark was probably present at the time that Peter was released from prison by an angel.  Remember the servant Rhoda came to the door and thought it was Peter’s ghost?  Well that was all taking place at John Mark’s house.  John Mark’s mother Mary lived and Jerusalem and opened up her home to persecuted Christians.  John Mark’s mother must have been a widow since a husband is not mentioned, and she would have been well-to-do there in Jerusalem because so many people had met at Mark’s house to pray for the release of Peter.  
John Mark did not choose where he lived.  God prepared him sovereignly.   
E. Consider Mark’s physical appearance.  In an early manuscript we read: "...Mark declared, who is called ‘stump-fingered’ because he had short fingers in comparison with the size of the rest of his body.” 
  Mark did not get by on his great looking physique.  This may have prepared him to be humble in ministry. Mark did not choose his physical appearance or physical limitations.  God prepared him sovereignly.   

Application:  The people that God uses are real human beings with physical limitations like Mark.  “Man looks on the outward things, but God looks on the heart”. 

F. Consider Mark’s time and place in the life of Jesus.  He didn’t choose to be born at the same time that God would come into the world.  Because of this, he would be the likely one to see Jesus as he went to the Cross.
1. John Mark was the probable guide to Upper Room at his parent’s house.  Traditionally, Mark is said to be the man who carried water to the house where the Last Supper took place (Mark 14:13). 

Consider Jesus’ words to Peter in Mark 14:13-15, “Go ye into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: follow him. 14  And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman of the house, The Master saith, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? 15  And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and prepared: there make ready for us.”

2. John Mark was likely an onlooker to Gethsemane.  We see him again as the young man who ran away unclothed when Jesus was arrested in Gethsemane (Mark 14:51-52). The only plausible person this could be is John Mark, since Jesus and his disciples were meeting secretly. 
Peter could not have known about this incident because he had already fled the scene.  The only eye witness had to be John Mark describing himself.  Mark 14:51-52, “And there followed him a certain young man, having a linen cloth cast about his naked body; and the young men [Jewish euphemism for Roman Soldiers] laid hold on him: 52  And he left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked”.  This implies again that the Passover Feast of the Upper Room was held at John Mark’s home.  After the Passover in the Upper Room, since the supper was at Mark’s house, he must have snuck out and followed Jesus and the disciples to Gethsemene where he watched in horror from a distance.  

Mark records specific details about the Gethsemane account that could not be known by anyone but an eyewitness.  John Mark may have been one of those who had seen Christ after his resurrection when Christ showed himself to the disciples during the 40 days between the resurrection and His ascension.

G. Consider Mark’s early association with the Apostle Peter.
1. John Mark was also probably an eye witness of Pentecost, and heard his mentor, for which he would write a Gospel, Simon Peter (Acts 1:12-14).

2. John Mark’s house was a key meeting place for the early church even 14 years after Pentecost.  Remember Peter went 14 years later when he was released from prison miraculously by an angel.  Remember Rhoda, the servant girl recognized his voice.  This seems to indicate that she knew him personally and that Peter was a frequent visitor to the house.
So John Mark would have known the Apostle Peter well.  This was another reason why he was the right person to write Peter’s account of the Gospel.
3. John Mark was likely under the direct influence of Peter for ten years in Jerusalem before likely planted a church in Egypt for three years (AD 42-44). The New Testament says nothing about John Mark's ministry in Egypt.  Yet we have Jerome's account of what happened after John Mark wrote his gospel.  Jerome states: 
“he [Mark] went to Egypt and first preaching Christ at Alexandria he formed a church so admirable in doctrine and continence of living that he constrained all followers of Christ to his example.”

After that, we can deduce that Mark ministered in Antioch for two years (AD 44-45) in which time Barnabas and Paul had opportunities to observe what his strengths and spiritual gifts were.

Application: There are so many things we don’t choose for ourselves. Who you are.  Your gifts, abilities.  Where you grew up.  Your family.  Your innate weaknesses.  Don’t be discouraged by those things.  You didn’t choose these things.  God gave you what you needed to do His will for your life.

Paul said in Philippians 3:13-14, “thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”  Do you have regrets about your past?  You can’t look back. God sovereignly ordained it all for your good.  He’s preparing you to help others.  Do you have hurts in your past that you struggle with?  Get your eyes off the past and look to the comfort of God.  Use the comfort of God to comfort others with the same hurts.  

Forget your accomplishments.  Don’t rest on past accomplishments.  Only look to them to know that GOD is faithful.  It’s not you.  It’s all His grace.  God sovereignly prepares us for ministry through our past, but we can be discouraged by it or rest upon our accomplishments.  Look to the prize!  Look to Christ and PRESS ON!!
Transition: Yes God guides His saints sovereignly.  He chooses for them and prepares them for usefulness.  

II. Second, God guides His saints patiently. 

Mark was sovereignly prepared to help.  We find out here in Acts 12:25 that John Mark was at first was a very useful servant.  Acts 12:25, “And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was Mark”.   He had likely already planted a church in Alexandria, and now he was being called upon to help two pre-eminent men at the church of Antioch.

What a privilege!  To be a companion of Barnabas and the Apostle Paul on their first missionary journey.  

Look at what happens in Acts 13:1-3, “Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2  As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3  And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.”

God had ordained for Saul and Barnabas to go on the first missionary journey. And who do they take with them?  Barnabas’s cousin, John Mark.  

We find this in verses 4-5, “So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 5  And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister.”  John is called a minister or “helper”.  

A. John Mark though had a major failure. 

They go through and establish churches and also take up an offering for the poor saints in Jerusalem.  But before long, John Mark abandoned Paul and Barnabas and did not go back to their home church of Antioch where they were sent out of.  No, John Mark went back to his mother’s house in Jerusalem.  
1. Elymas the sorcerer.  We read that they had an encounter with “Elymas the sorcerer” (also known by his Jewish name Bar-Jesus) who was a very evil man.  There was great spiritual fruit because the “deputy” of the province (Sergius Paulus) was saved.  Bar-Jesus tried to hinder Sergius Paulus from receiving Christ, so Paul, by the power of the Holy Spirit struck Bar-Jesus with blindness.  Sergius Paulus was the deputy or proconsul, or in other words, the temporary governor of the province they were in.  

2. John Mark abandoned Paul and Barnabas.  Though the governor was saved, the tough opposition from Elymas was too much for John Mark.  He gave up.  He deserted them.  That’s exactly what Acts 13:13 says, “Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem.”   While Paul and Barnabas planted the Pergamos church, John Mark became a colossal failure in ministry.  He departed from them and returned to his mother’s home in Jerusalem.  The date is probably 47AD.

The word “depart” has the idea of “desertion” or “abandonment”.   This is a sad moment.  John Mark disappears from the New Testament record for several years.  He’s back in Antioch in about the year 50/51 AD.  We see him at this time in Acts 15:36, “And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do. 37  And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark. 38  But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work. 39  And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus”.

B. John Mark didn’t let his failure define him. When Mark returned to Jerusalem and very likely came under Peter’s influence.  We know that Peter is in Jerusalem around that time.  Peter and Mark would have been deeply involved in the Jerusalem church.

Proverbs 24:16, “a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again”. 
We do know that he made a missionary journey to Cypress with Barnabas.  Cypress would have been their childhood home.  

Mark was probably mentored during these years by the Apostle Peter and then Barnabas.  We know Peter played a major part in Mark’s life, because Mark ministers with Peter in Rome later in his life.   He also is in Rome to be with Paul during his first imprisonment (Philemon 24; Colossians 4:10). 

God turns one missionary team into two through all this!  And John Mark is mentioned in the book of Colossians 4:10, where Paul is in his first imprisonment around 61AD.  Paul says that Mark is with him.  Paul is comforted by Mark during this time.  

Application:  If you see a struggling Christian around you, help him.  Invest in him or her.  Peter invested in Mark.  God patiently guides us through our failures.  All things work together for good.  Philippians 1:6, “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”.  
You see, all of this prepares Mark for useful service.  God wants to use even our failures for Him!  That brings us to our last point.  

III. Finally, God restores His saints mercifully.  Despite Marks failure, he became most useful. 
A. Mark’s most important job we are going to see was to write the second Gospel in our New Testament.  Mark 1:1, begins this way: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God”.  
a. Time. According to all the earliest witnesses, including Papias and Irenaus, John Mark would have written the Gospel account just after the death of Peter, though Peter is said to have known that Mark would write it before he died.
 

b. Peter. Some even say that Peter wrote the Gospel in Aramaic, and Mark translated it into Greek.  At any rate, the Gospel that the Holy Spirit inspired and preserved is the Gospel we hold in our hands. And John Mark was used of God for this.  

2. Setting of Mark’s Gospel.  John Mark wrote his Gospel from Rome probably around 64AD, while he is ministering to the church at Rome there.  
a. Nero’s Fire.  Rome is very likely already burned down as he writes, and Nero blames the fire of Rome on the Christians and begins an earth shaking persecution.  
b. Peter: Nero’s first victim of the new persecution.  Peter was one of the first to be put to death under Nero’s new wave of persecution—crucified upside down. Peter requested to be upside down because he did not feel worthy to die in the same way as his Lord and ours died.  Just after Peter’s death, Mark writes his Gospel.  
3. Theme of Mark

Mark was written to the Romans.  Half the population were slaves.  So it is appropriate that Christ is presented in this Gospel as a Servant.  The theme is “the work of Jesus Christ” appropriately written mainly to slaves.  Each of the four Gospels presents Jesus in a different light.  

· Matthew: King (exalted)

· Mark: Servant (humbled)

· Luke: Son of Man (human)

· John: Son of God (deity)

Application: Isn’t it amazing that God would use such men? Matthew was a former tax collector. Luke was a Gentile. John was a hotheaded son of thunder. And John Mark was a defector. And you ask, “Why did the Lord choose those people?” Because those are the only kind of people there are—sinful, unqualified people.  God has only forgiven sinners to choose from. 

4. The Structure of the book of Mark
a. The middle verse is Mark 8:29, “And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ.”

b. The key verse of Mark is Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

c. The first half (Mark 1-8): The work of His perfect life.  Here we see Him doing many miracles for sinners.

d. The last half (Mark 9-16): The work of His perfect death.  Here we see Him bearing the misery for our sin.

5. Mark is considered the “Action” Gospel written to slaves
The Gospel of Mark reads like a newspaper edition.  It is fast paced.  It is not focused on Parables, like Matthew does, but on the Work of Christ.  So the main emphasis is on the Work of Christ, and the miracles of Christ.  With 18 miracles and only 4 parables recorded, Mark emphasizes Jesus' action much more than his teaching.
This book is all about what Jesus came to do. He came to set slaves free.   He is the true God who became a humble servant to set other servants free.  And He has much work to do.  
We see the scenes of Christ’s life constantly moving.  He never rests.  The slaves could relate to this.  The words “immediately” or “straightway” appears over 40 times, and so it makes the book move rapidly.  In the ancient world, most of the people were illiterate, particularly in the Roman world where half the population were slaves.  So the Gospel of Mark is one of the most enjoyable to read out loud.  Mark is written in a way to grab your attention.

6. Mark states that he is writing “the Gospel about Jesus Christ”.  Again Christ is presented as the Son of God who became a servant in order to save these forgotten slaves of the Roman Empire. This is a book about good news to forgotten people.  No one cared about the slaves in Roman society.  So this is truly good news!  God has remembered.  And God’s going to use someone to write this Gospel who has been discounted, found unworthy to preach Christ’s Gospel.  Mark the Deserter is going to preach the Gospel to the forgotten slaves of the Roman Empire.  And this is not just a circulated letter.  Mark would have arrived in Rome around 62AD and stayed there at least until 68AD, when Paul requests him.  He’s Peter’s helper from 62AD until Peter’s death under Nero in 64AD.  He writes the Gospel around 64AD.  It is very likely that John Mark dies in Rome under the persecution of Nero.
The word “Gospel” means good news.  Verse 1 begins, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God”. Why is it such good news?  It’s contained in the title of Christ.  The title “Son of God” to Jewish ears was deity.  This was a message both Jews and Gentiles needed to hear—good news about Jesus the promised Messiah, who is God.  He came not only to rescue Jews, but to rescue Gentiles!  He came not only as a king but as a servant!!  This message is even for the lowliest class in the social structure: slaves!  This is a book about how the highest Master in the universe humbled Himself and became a servant to take away our sins.  
Sadly, John Mark might be best known as being the deserter of Paul on his first missionary journey and going back to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13).  But Mark is not someone to be discounted.  We hear so much about him deserting Paul, but there is so much more to this man.  He truly became an asset to the early church as was respected in the churches all around, despite his failure.  He is especially important because of his early associations with Jesus and the apostles.
B. John Mark is profitable for Peter.  Go back to 1 Peter 5:13.  History tells us that Peter spent his last year preaching in Rome.  Peter died in Rome as a martyr in the summer or the autumn of the years 64 A.D., right at the time Nero burned the city and blamed the Christians and launched the persecution.  Peter has another name by which he calls Rome—he calls it “Babylon”.  And someone is there with Peter just before he dies. Who is it?  He calls Mark, “his son”!  

John Mark very likely spends the rest of his time in and around Rome, preaching the Gospel there with Peter from 61AD to 64AD when Peter is put to death.  Then we find him there again 3 years later when Paul is imprisoned again for his second imprisonment in 67AD.

Mark was in Rome with Peter. You say, “Why is that important? Why does that matter?” Because Mark’s gospel is the product of Peter’s eyewitness testimony.
Peter had a special relationship with John Mark.  Papias (AD 140) describes Mark as Peter’s scribe.  It is the Gospel of Mark, but we could just as well call it the Gospel of Peter, because all that Mark knows about Jesus Christ, he has learned from Peter.  At its heart, Mark’s Gospel contains the preaching of Peter. 

C. With Paul again.  It seems after Peter’s death, Mark once again becomes a helper of the Apostle Paul.  Look over at 2 Timothy 4:6, “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.”  Paul is ready to die.  He’s shortly going to be beheaded.  Major parts of the city of Rome have already been burned to the ground, and Nero is blaming the Christians.  Somebody is going to pay.  Peter has already paid.  He was crucified upside down.  Now it is Paul’s turn.  Since he’s a Roman citizen, he’s not going to be crucified, but he will be beheaded.  What does he tell Timothy in verse 9, “Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me”, and then in verse 11, “Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry”.  
Conclusion: I want us to close with 1 Corinthians 1:26-29, “ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29  That no flesh should glory in his presence”.  
So here is this deserter John Mark.  God gave him privilege beyond calculation to be an intimate companion of Paul, intimate companion of Peter, helping both of them. But beyond that, giving him the privilege to write one of four inspired gospels. Don’t underestimate what God is able to do with even the weakest among us!  If you have fallen, get back up.  If you see yourself backsliding—look again to Christ!  
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