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Introduction: Open your Bible to the book of Hebrews 11:17-19.  It happens to you all the time.  You wake up, and it is a normal day.  But suddenly, the day takes a radical unexpected turn.  I remember the day I heard my sweet mother in law had cancer.  It brought me to my knees.  She went through chemotherapy and radiation.  She lost her beautiful hair.  She was not in it alone.  We went through it together.  Have you ever been in the place where the will of God made no sense to you?  I have.

It was three o’clock in the morning.  I had hardly slept at all for days.  I thought things had been going well on the mission field in Spain.  But suddenly I couldn’t sleep and my thoughts were racing.  For the first time in my Christian life, God seemed distant.  I knew His promises.  He would never leave me.  He would never forsake me.  But I could not sense His presence.  No one could help me in that time. And there are times in your life that God puts you in a corner where no one on earth can help you.  He wants you to reach out to Him!  He wants you to give in unconditionally to His plans.
I learned in those few dark days that I cannot trust my human emotions or any human strength I have.  It was during that time that I learned to rely on 
Christ’s strength alone.  I will never forget the words of my pastor the night God drew me near to Himself.  He said “cling to Christ”. When you have no human being to turn to or who could possibly understand, you are in a good place.  Turn to Christ. Cling to Him.   
God gave me a serious test, and He refined my faith and strengthened it.  My faith does not rest in how I feel today.  If you are feeling depressed today, it does not mean God does not love you.  My faith does not rest in my earthly prosperity or in my car running well or my being able to receive a paycheck or live in a warm house.  My faith does not rest in my own ability to understand God’s plans for me.  My faith rests in Christ alone!!  My faith rests in the character of God, in my unwavering trust in His goodness, mercy, and love for me in spite of me!  
What do you do when God’s plans for you make no sense?  What do you do when everything goes hay wire?  What do you do when God’s plans for you seem disastrous and unloving?  
There was a man in the Bible who might have had these same kinds of questions.  Life certainly made no sense when God asked him to do something that seemed irrational, illogical, and beyond all human comprehension. 
Please stand as we read about this experience in Hebrews 11:17-19, “By faith Abraham, when he was tried [TESTED, PROVEN, OR REFINED LIKE GOLD], offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18  Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed [offspring] be called: 19  Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure”.  

Where do you turn when life has you completely confused?  Where do you run when you can’t make sense of the plan of God for you?  Where do you run when His commands do not seem to be rational to you? Where do you run when your explanation and understanding and human wisdom will not comfort you?  Where do you run? What do you do?  We are going to find out in just a moment.  Before we do, let’s pray.

[Prayer for guidance]

We are looking at a extraordinary story.   This is the call of God to drastic sacrifice. It is the drastic nature of this event in Abraham’s life that teaches us about the life of faith that we are called to.
CONTEXT

You know that God had promised Abraham a son.  Through that son would come an important family that would one day form God’s nation.  That people would be as innumerable as the sands of the sea shore and bring forth the promised Messiah.  It seemed like that son would never be born.  

Long after Sarah’s womb was dead, God in a miracle caused Isaac to be born.  God fulfilled His promise.  His covenant to Abraham would not be broken.

But wait!  Now God was asking Abraham to offer up that same son on an altar of sacrifice.  How could this be?  God had placed the future of the nation on the shoulders of this young boy.  Without an heir, there is no covenant.  Without an heir there is no nation of Israel.  Without an heir, there is no Messiah.  Without an heir there is no salvation!  From a human perspective, God’s plans for Abraham make no sense at all!  That’s often how it is in the life of faith!  

Now immediately we have a principle from this.

I. In the life of faith, You can trust God when you cannot see what He sees because God’s wisdom is infinite.  Faith is not irrational, but faith will often take you beyond your ability to understand the infinite wisdom of God’s plans.  Let me put it another way: You have a finite mind.  You are confined by time and space.  God’s wisdom is infinite.  He sees all things happening at once.  

Isaiah put it this way: Isaiah 55:8-9, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  

A. I want you to understand that faith and fact are not exclusive.  We don’t live in a world that separates faith and fact.  Faith is always rational and logical.  Faith and fact always go together because God is the essence of perfect reason and rationality.  Yet sometimes the occurrences in our lives make no sense.  Why is that?  Is it because God is irrational?  Never!  It is because we are so small and finite.  It is because we are fallen and our minds and emotions are weak! We are so small and God is so big. 
1. Explanation: Your faith is rooted in the logical, rational facts of redemption that reveal who you are and who God is.  But in the life of faith, God will always call you to trust Him when you cannot see what God sees.  Faith is seeing the Light of God’s person and promises when your eyes see only darkness!
2. Application: Our problem is that we want to reason our situations out. We want to figure God out.  There are times when God has you in a situation that does not seem like an expression of His everlasting love for you.  It does not seem like God is pouring out His grace to you.  It does not seem wise and good.  There are times when God’s will for you seem dangerous!

· If I do unto others as unto myself and make myself vulnerable, will they not take advantage of me?  

· If I am painted in a bad light even though I know some confidential information that would validate me, shouldn’t I gossip?  If I keep confidence then I will suffer.

· If I give out of my poverty, what will happen to me?

· Will a soft answer actually turn away wrath when I really want to give this person my mind?

Let me say it again: Faith is not irrational, but faith will often take you beyond your ability to understand the infinite wisdom of God’s plans.  

Listen to this: rest is not found in understanding and figuring out your situation.  Rest is found in trusting a good and wise God that knows infinitely more than you do.  See rest in Him, not in comfortable circumstances.  There are many things you will not and cannot understand!
So our first point is very easy to understand: In the life of faith, You can trust God when you cannot see what He sees because God’s wisdom is infinite. 
HAVE YOU GIVEN IN TO GOD’S PLANS?  HIS WISDOM IS INFINITE!  

II. Here’s the second point: You can trust God when you cannot see what He sees because God’s purpose is to refine your faith.   The Bible says that this situation came about in Abraham’s life deliberately by the will of God.  This wasn’t an accident.  God deliberately tried and tested Abraham’s faith.  We see in our text of Hebrews 11:17, “By faith Abraham, when he was tried [TESTED, PROVEN, OR REFINED LIKE GOLD], offered up Isaac…”

The universe did not temporarily go out of control when Abraham was commanded to sacrifice his only son Isaac.  This is not bad luck.  God did not temporarily step away from the controls.  This is not the confusion of life in a fallen world. 
A. The word “tested” brings God as the Master and Lord of this situation in Abraham’s life.  This was God’s idea—deliberately.  This is the will of God!  

Explanation: We believe that our God is the unchallenged, undisputed Master and Lord of every molecule in the universe, don’t we?  We cannot back away from the difficult situations in our life as if God was sleeping.  God is not detached from anything in this life.  He is Lord!  

B. The word “test” helps us to understand God’s intention for Abraham and God’s intention for you.  Test does not mean the passing of an exam, but the refining of a metal.  Job said in Job 23:10, “But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold”. God is testing and tempering us to bring us to a place of refinement.  Without the fires and the tribulation of the trials we could not be what God wants us to be!  
Here is a promise of God that we don’t often hear.  It is found in Zechariah 13:9.  God says, “I … will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.”  

Explanation: Listen to this: You don’t have to try and figure out every situation!  You simply need to know this: God is completing His work of redemption in you.  We can be “confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).  This includes putting you through the fire to temper you, to refine you, to purify you.  This includes putting you through the crucible to get the dross out of your life.  God is refining you.  God is purifying you.  You will come forth as gold!

Application: Think about all the dross in our lives.  You live where Abraham lived.  No, you are not a nomad wandering through the desert wilderness.  But like Abraham, we can be so self-reliant.  We can look at others and think they are so weak.  We look at others who seem foolish, and we tell ourselves how wise we are.  We look at others and see them as unrighteous, and we puff up our chest because we think we have it all together.  So God will do a GOOD thing. He will take you beyond your wisdom and beyond your futile attempts at righteousness, and beyond any strength that you have. 

He will teach you that:

· when you are aware of your deep weakness, then you are strong
· when you are aware of the poverty of your wisdom, then you are wise

· when you are aware of your lack of ability to be righteous, then the holy Christ will shine through you.

When you come to the END of yourself, you will find your REST in His strength and His wisdom and His righteous presence.  When you are there, you are exactly where God wants you to be.

As much as this story trips up our understanding, God is doing a good and loving thing in the life of Abraham.  

HAVE YOU GIVEN IN TO GOD’S PLANS?  HIS WISDOM IS INFINITE!  HIS PURPOSE FOR YOU IS TO REFINE YOU!

Transition: Now look at verse 19.  It says that Abraham accounted “that God was able to raise him [Isaac] up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure”.  In other words, figuratively speaking, Abraham did receive Isaac back from the dead.   

III. Now this sentence reveals to us the four pillars of Abraham’s faith and our faith. What are the four pillars of our faith? 
A. Here’s the first one: the Command of God.  God had clearly come to Abraham and asked him to offer his son Isaac.  Abraham is reasoning that if God commands him to do something, because God is good, he will act graciously toward Abraham.  Abraham was standing on the firm ground of God’s command.
Application: You can rest in your trials because God is good.  He is acting graciously toward you.  No matter what is happening in your life, you must always follow God’s command.  He never means you harm, but only good all the days of your life.  Follow your Shepherd’s voice!  He loves you.  “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever” (Psalm 23:6). 
B. The second pillar of our faith is: God’s Covenant.  God promised Abraham that out of this boy would come a great nation, and eventually the Messiah would be born, in whom all the nations of the earth would be blessed.  So Abraham is embracing the promise of God.  He believes that if it is needed, God will resurrect Isaac on the spot because God will always be true to His promises. 
Application:  God has made an everlasting covenant with you if you are in Christ. He will make you to be like Christ. You can rest in your trials because God is trustworthy.  He never lies.  He never gets it wrong.  Every promise He has made to you will come to pass. He will never leave you, never forsake you.  When you are holding your head in your hands in the middle of the night, groaning out to God in prayer, your mind and your world spinning, God means it for your good. He has not left you.  He is refining you.  He is turning up the heat to get the garbage out of your life.  He is the potter and he is pressuring the hard lumps out of your heart.  

C. The third pillar is God’s Power.  Abraham knew about God’s power.  He was promised a son, an heir when he and Sarah were very old. The Bible says Sara’s womb was dead!  Abraham knew God’s power.  God is able to make that which is dead to live!  God can do anything. 
Romans 4:20, “And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb: 20  He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;”
D. The fourth pillar is God’s Faithfulness.  How long did Abraham and Sarah wait?  Year after year they waited.  A son seemed impossible.  But God delivered.  God said Sara would have a child.  Sara had a child.  
Conclusion: You need to give in to God today. 
