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Introduction: Open your Bible to the book of Jonah 1:1-3.  
Have you ever come across a phrase in your Bible that jolted you?  You saw it before, but God dowsed it with His presence and gave a deeper understanding.  Have you ever had a Great Awakening through a Bible verse?  I had several this week, but none like a verse in 1 Peter 5:10.  God is called by a title there that is very important to you this morning.  God is called by a name that you need to hear in your ears and let it ring in your soul.

He is “the God of all grace”.  That’s a title that I need God to have.  You see I need grace.  I need grace more than I need water and food and the love of others on this earth.  I need grace more than I need anything!!  My biggest problem in this life that I am living and your biggest problem in this life is one thing: we turn to many other things for help and grace, and none of those things can give us what we need.  You see God is “the God of all grace”.  There is no grace outside of Him.  If I run away from Him, I run away from “all grace”.  I may find temporary relief in distractions, I may find the pleasures of sin for a season, but I can never find the highest human pleasure in the universe—that pleasure is found only in God’s grace, and there is no grace outside of Him!

We do it all the time.  Was there a time this week when you ran from God? Were there this week when you thought your plan was better than God’s plan? Was there a moment when you denied the presence of God?  Did you make a decision this week where you acted as if God was not right there with you?  Is there yet this morning some place in your life where you are running from God?
It is shocking to me that I find myself at times running from God.  I feel like Peter when he said, “I’ll never deny you Lord!” and then failing miserably. The spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh is weak.  There is a war in every Christian’s life—a battle between the flesh and the spirit.  A Christian has a willingness to love and obey God, but the flesh is stubborn, proud, and unwilling. What do you do when you feel like running from God?  Well, we ought not do what Jonah did.  Let’s find out what he did when God told him something in his flesh, he did not want to do.

Please stand with me as we read Jonah 1:1-3, “Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2  Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. 3  But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.”

[Prayer for Guidance]

The book of Jonah was written for believers who sometimes don’t understand why God asks them to do hard things.  Have you ever struggled with not understanding God’s will?  Welcome to Jonah’s world!!  We have to avoid running from God when we don’t understand why He would desire us to do certain things that are excruciatingly hard for us.  
I. The first point is this: Sometimes God calls us to do VERY hard things.  We all have to accept that this morning.  God did not call us to a life of ease, but to a CRUCIFIED life.  He calls us to get on a cross and follow Him to our own death!  

Context:  We are looking to day at God’s call to Jonah, which was unimaginably difficult.  What do we know about Jonah and his call?  We know Jonah ran far away from God’s call.  Other than that, we don’t know a lot about him.  There is only one other mention of him in the Old Testament in 2 Kings 14:25.
  We know that Jonah was from a town called Gath-hepher near Nazareth, where our Lord was later raised.  
A. Jesus mentioned Jonah in Matthew 12:41. He said, “The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.”

B. We know that Jonah was given a call to preach in a pagan city.  The infamous Nimrod was the founder of Nineveh.  God told Jonah, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me” (verse 2). Nineveh is located across the Tigris river near Mosul, Iraq.  There were many prophets who were given a call to prophesy against the evil of the surrounding nations.  But they were all allowed to make those prophecies from the comfort of Israel.  Jonah’s call is unique.  He is called to leave his town and go to what God calls “that great city of Nineveh”. 

C. Jonah’s call is a hard call for a number of reasons. 
1. Nineveh’s ruler had called himself “the almighty”.  
2. This was a city full of idolatry.  
3. There is a high possibility that no one in Nineveh would be receptive to a Hebrew prophet proclaiming the judgment of a foreign God.  We ought not to be too hard on Jonah.  Consider the difficulty of his call.  See your struggle to obey God without questioning in Jonah.    
Application:  There are many difficult things we face in our life. God doesn’t call us to always understand why He wants us to do something.  God doesn’t interview us and ask us what we think before He begins to try and test us.  God doesn’t ask us when is a good time to send a serious illness.  He doesn’t get our advice as to when is the best time to make you a widow or a widower.  God does not take a vote as to when you might lose your job, or your home, or take you home to glory.  God is God. When He asks us to do something, it ought to be our desire to do it.  But often what God calls us to do is not fun.  It’s hard work.  It’s a difficult call.  That’s what Jonah was given.

God’s call to Jonah was dangerous and unsettling.  And so it is with us at times.  God’s call to us is not always comfortable.  He does not call us to rest in the fortunes of this world, but to be faithful.  God’s plans for us are not always easy.  God plans things for us that we would never have planned for ourselves, that we would never have imagined!  God asks us to do things often in the Christian life that we would never choose. Are you willing to do whatever God calls you to do?  Has He given you a hard task recently?  Can you do what He asks joyfully?

So the first point is that sometimes God calls us to do some very hard things.

II. Here’s the second point: When God calls us to do hard things, it is futile to run from God’s call because He is everywhere.

Context:  What was Jonah’s response to God’s call?  Jonah’s response to the call is quite immediate and quite clear.  Jonah runs from the call of the God of grace.  Look at the lengths he goes to in order to avoid God’s call!  It says here in verse 3 that he goes “down to Joppa” (a seaport), and he pays his fare and gets on a boat and heads to “Tarshish”.  
Explanation: To give you an idea of how FAR Jonah was willing to go to avoid the call of God.  Jonah lives near Nazareth—a very short distance from the shores of the Sea of Galilee.  He was willing to go by foot to Joppa, which is 50 miles away. Fifty miles by foot is the picture of a man who wants to get far away!   But that’s just the beginning of his journey!  Jonah wants to get on this boat and go to Tarshish.  Tarshish is in modern day SPAIN, near the Rock of Gibraltar.  That’s 3000 miles away on the opposite side of the Mediterranean Sea!  Jonah wanted to go to the other side of the ancient world.  Jonah is running as far as He can run from God!

A. Look at the futility of Jonah’s Intention.  Look back at Jonah 1:3.  God twice reveals that Jonah’s intention is to “flee from the presence of the Lord”. We are often as deluded as Jonah was!  Brothers and sisters, we can run from a location, and you can run away from something God wants you to do, but you cannot run from God, for He is omnipresent!  The one thing you will never be able to do is run from the presence of God! Running from God is like trying to empty the ocean with a spoon!  We cannot run from a being of infinite presence!
Eplanation: Turn over to Psalm 139:7-10.  There is no where we can go to get away from God’s presence.  Look what David says here in Psalm 139, “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 8  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 9  If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 10  Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.”  You cannot run from God’s presence.  It is futile!  We cannot escape the presence of an EVER-PRESENT God.
Yet Jonah is determined, so he gets on a ship in the seaport city of Joppa and heads to the other side of the ancient world. 
Application:  Before we criticize Jonah this morning, let us all recognize that this week, there have been times when we have run from the presence of God.  

· Perhaps you had a conversation recently that you would not have had if you had simply recognized the presence of God.  Words were said and attitudes were displayed that you never would have displayed had you recognized God’s presence.

· Perhaps you entertained thoughts in your mind that you would not have entertained had you been conscious of the presence of God.

· Perhaps you let your eyes and your heart wander somewhere that your eyes and heart never would have wandered if you had turned your heart to the presence of God.  

· Perhaps you made a decision that you never would have made had you been walking with your mind conscious of God’s presence.

· Is there any place in your life as a believer where you are tempted to deny the presence of God?  

Warning: The most dangerous thing about denying the presence of God is that you as a finite human being are taking your life into your own hands.  You were not meant to control your life.  It’s way too precious and too easy to mess up.  You taking control of your life is like a little child taking control of a running chain saw.  Not much good can happen.  The child is too weak to do anything other than great damage!

Yet we have all made decisions that have left us with scars that we will not erase until glory.  We all have within us the temptation to flee to our own personal Tarshish!  We must not try to take control of our own lives.  You must see that God is in ultimate control of your life.  Do not run from Him! 
B. There are areas of our life that we are tempted to disallow God from having control.  

· Maybe it is in your relationship with your spouse.  You know God’s roles for the home, but perhaps there are some men who do not want to step up to lead the home.  Perhaps there are ladies who do not want to relinquish control to their husband.
· Maybe you are fleeing to Tarshish in the financial realm.  You are trying to ease your pain with material possessions, and are therefore digging yourself into debt.

· Maybe you are here as a single person, and you are going in the wrong direction in a relationship with a person of the opposite gender.

· Maybe you are fleeing to Tarshish in your attitudes toward others.  You are easily set off.  You are tremendously sensitive and easily offended. You want to take control and meet out vengeance.

Application: Is your life a picture of a life that is resting in God’s presence and in His control?  Are you practicing the presence of God? Think of the presence of God as a fence, a fortress around you that gives you protection.  The presence of God should shape how you respond to everything in your life.  Do you live deeply aware of the presence of God, or are there ways in which you are trying to escape His presence?  
REVIEW:

1. The first point was that sometimes God calls us to do some very hard things.

2. Then we said, when God calls us to do hard things, it is futile to run from God’s call because He is everywhere.  

Jonah ran from God’s presence because he was given a very hard call.  We know why Jonah ran from God.  

III. We come to our third point now, which hits home to all of us: The reason we run from God’s call is because we do not have the heart of God.  

In the book of Jonah we are given a window into the heart of Jonah.  The 4th chapter gives us the reason Jonah ran from God in chapter 1.  Jonah ran from God because Jonah did not have the heart of God.  

There was a great gap between the heart that motivates God and the heart that motivates Jonah.  True progress in God’s work is not propelled simply by good planning and programs and strategy.  God’s will and work is done on this earth by simply having the heart of God.  Do you have the heart of a child to do God’s will?  If I run from any task God wants me to do, it is because I do not share God’s heart.
It is important to plan.  God is a God of order.  But we must not mistake organization for motivation. We see three areas, where Jonah did not have the heart of God and where we miss the heart of God. 
A. Jonah did not have God’s sensitivity to sin.  God had said to Jonah in verse 2, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me”.  God had seen that evil had taken over the city of Nineveh and HE WAS NOT OK WITH IT!  God is a holy God.  God sees Nineveh and says to Jonah, Go to Nineveh—I cannot abide the sin of this city!
This world is living in a way that God never intended for man to live.  It is not ok with God families break up and that fornication runs rampant.  It is not ok that parents basically abandon their children to this world so they can live a prosperous unencumbered life.  It is not ok that everything that God hates is broadcast over the TV and it poisons the heart that God created for worship of Himself.  God is not ok with our city.  God was not ok with Nineveh.  But Jonah did not share God’s sensitivity to sin.

Application: Do you share God’s sensitivity to sin?  Are you at home in this world, or do you constantly cry out for the final consummation when Jesus splits the clouds and the elements melt with fervent heat?  Do you long for a city not made with hands, whose builder and maker is God?   Do you grieve at the godless culture around us?  Do you have the heart of God? 

There is a sense in which the church of Jesus Christ should be the saddest community on earth! We understand what sin has done to people’s lives, to families, how sin distorts our meaning and purpose.  People were not make for pleasure in sin but pleasure in God.  And we understand how sin has left our world utterly broken and dirty.  This world that we live in is not ok.  You as a Christian are a minister of reconciliation.  You are called to bring men and women, boys and girls back to a state of restoration with God.  God is restoring all things.  God is restoring this world one soul at a time.  Do you have God’s heart?  Does sin grieve you?

I wish I lived my life with this motivation at all moments.  But I can drive through this town with blind eyes and a cold heart.  I need to be broken.  I need to stop running from the hard call of God.  Look into the eyes of broken people.

There is a second area where Jonah and we all lack God’s heart.  
B. Jonah did not have a heart that was totally resting in plan.  Jonah got his eyes off of God’s plan, and he thought he could do his own thing.  We ought to have an unshakable commitment to God’s plan and God’s sovereign control of all things.  His will is best.  

We can’t do our own thing now that we are Christians.  Coming to Christ is not just a welcome to the family of God.  It’s not just a forgiveness of sin.  It is all of this, praise God.  Paul says “ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:20).  Your body no longer belongs to you.  You are now part of a much bigger plan.  You are God’s servant and ambassador, and are therefore an extension of His grace in this world.  You can’t do whatever you want to do.  You have been purchased by Christ’s blood.  All your decisions are to be structured with a submission to the call of God. Everything we do is worship and ministry.  
C. Jonah doesn’t share God’s heart of grace.  Jonah of course is swallowed by a whale and gets right with God.  That tells us that God’s people will always be chastened if they disobey.  So Jonah obeys God and goes to Nineveh. Jonah preaches to the Ninevites, and what happens?  They repent!

Look at Jonah 3:1-5, “And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying, 2  Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 3  So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days’ journey. 4  And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.    5  So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 6  For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.”

But Jonah is angry!  He goes and sulks under a tree with a gourd.  Jonah had more pity for the tree which gave him comfort than all the people in Nineveh.  
What is God’s answer?  Jonah 4:17, “And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?”

How about you?  Do you have God’s heart of graciousness toward people.  Remember Jonah’s testimony: Jonah 3:2, “I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest [relenting] thee of the evil [disaster]”
Conclusion:  Let me close with the most weighty challenge of this message.  Do you realize that God is the God of ALL grace.  Why would you run from the God of ALL grace.  There is no grace or goodness outside of Him.  He calls you to Himself.  He calls you to love Him.  He calls you to be transformed by Him.  Yes, what He calls you to is often hard, but it is always for your good and for His glory.  Do you doubt God’s love for you?  Doubt it no more.  Do you doubt God’s loving hand on your life because of the hardships you have suffered.  God will chasten His children.  
Perhaps there is a believer here who has been resisting God.  Maybe you have been resisting Him in your marriage or in your finances.  Come to Him! 

If you are here without Christ, what are you waiting for?  He is the God of all grace.  He came to save sinners!  Are you a sinner?  Do you see yourself as lost and without Him.  Come to Him today! Don’t wait?  I will say to you as Ezekiel said to the people of Israel: Why will ye die?   Why will you die?  If God has revealed to you that Jesus is the way, then why would you die and go to hell?  Come to Christ.

LORD’s Table

� He restored the border of Israel from Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath-hepher (ESV).





