The Praise of Prayerful Living
Daniel 6

___________________________________________

Prayer in the Lion's Den (Prayer)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Wednesday, October 29, 2014, 7pm  at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“
In trial and weakness and trouble, He seeks to bring us low, until we learn that His grace is all, and to take pleasure in the very thing that brings us and keeps us low. His strength is made perfect in our weakness. His presence filling and satisfying our emptiness, becomes the secret of humility that need never fail. The humble man has learned the secret of abiding gladness. The weaker he feels, the lower he sinks, and the greater his humiliations appear, the more power and the presence of Christ are his portion.”

- Andrew Murray
O

pen your Bible to Daniel 6. We are beginning a series we are calling "Prayer in the Lion's Den." We've moved on from Acts and are looking tonight at a message from Daniel 6 entitled: "The Praise of Prayerful Living."

The Impending Storm

 “Oh no, there is a storm coming, we have to get prepared”, I remember saying to my brother on our back porch in Oak Forest (south side of Chicago). We could see the funnel clouds dipping into the sky.  We could hear the tornado sirens blaring.  My brother looked at me and said: “It won’t, and it never hits us. I don’t think we need to go to the basement.” While it was true that the storm did not hit us, it did hit the local high school (Evergreen Park) not too many years before (1967). 

In all, the tornado killed 33 people, including several children at a roller skating rink, and injured 1,000. It destroyed 152 homes and damaged 900, causing $50 million in damage. The destroyed buildings included a high school, grocery store, tavern, market, motel, drive-in theater, restaurant, numerous apartments, and two gas stations. Additionally, the tornado caused numerous fires in Oak Lawn which were quickly extinguished.

When we hear news of an impending storm we begin preparation for survival. It is good to be prepared for a storm and not have one, than to have one and be unprepared. When the news reports a warning of a storm we begin preparing. We go to the store to purchase food, flashlights batteries, candles and all other necessities. We look for our umbrella, and yes, our raincoats and galoshes. We even contact our family and friends to see if they are all right and to make sure that they are making their preparations also.
Paul says we need to have our spiritual armor on!  Be ready! Peter says "gird up the loins of your mind!" Be prepared for the storms!

What did Daniel do when the storm came? 

Daniel Gave Thanks in the Storm
Daniel gave thanks in the storm. Daniel 6:10, "When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously."
"Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus" (1 Thess. 5:18). Paul says to “give thanks in all circumstances.” We are to be thankful in bad times and good times, for adversities as well as for blessings. All circumstances whether favorable or unfavorable to our desires are to be occasions for thanksgiving.

I. How can we be thankful in the storm?
Andrew Murray Quote

How can we be thankful in the storm? Because we know that the storm is the chisel to make us like Christ. “  Andrew Murray, the great Keswick pastor and devotional writer said, "In trial and weakness and trouble, He seeks to bring us low, until we learn that His grace is all, and to take pleasure in the very thing that brings us and keeps us low. His strength is made perfect in our weakness. His presence filling and satisfying our emptiness, becomes the secret of humility that need never fail. The humble man has learned the secret of abiding gladness. The weaker he feels, the lower he sinks, and the greater his humiliations appear, the more power and the presence of Christ are his portion.” - Andrew Murray
A Fruit of the Spirit
Thanksgiving is not a natural virtue; it is a fruit of the Spirit, given by Him. The unbeliever is not inclined to give thanks.

One of the most indicting statements in the Bible about natural man is Paul’s charge that “although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him” (Romans 1: 21).

An Admission of Dependence
Realize thanksgiving is an admission of dependence. You cannot control the storm, but you can respond by trusting God in it. Through the storms of life we recognize that in the physical realm God “gives [us] life and breath and everything else” (Acts 17:25), and that in the spiritual realm, it is God who made us alive in Christ Jesus when we were dead in our transgressions and sins. Everything we are and have we owe to His bountiful grace. “For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive?” (1 Corinthians 4:7).

God's Person is the Basis of Thanksgiving
The basis for giving thanks in the difficult circumstances is God's sovereignty, wisdom, and love.  He loves us in the storm! He is in control of the storm! He has a wise plan in the storm! It is the firm belief that God is at work in all things— all our circumstances—for our good. It is the willingness to accept this truth from God’s Word and rely upon it without having to know just how He is working for our good.

 We are to give thanks in everything because we know that in all things God is at work for our good.
 

God is Preactive, Not Reactive!
To derive the fullest comfort and encouragement from Romans 8:28— and thus to give thanks in all circumstances— we must realize that God is at work in a preactive, not reactive, fashion. That is, God does not just respond to an adversity in our lives to make the best of a bad situation. He knows before He initiates or permits the adversity exactly how He will use it for our good. 
God knew exactly what He was doing before He allowed Joseph’s brothers to sell him into slavery. Joseph recognized this when he said to his brothers, “So then , it was not you who sent me here, but God…. You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good” (Genesis 45: 8; 50: 20).

II. Praise brings rest in the storm.

Moving Truck in Spain
I remember trying to help a friend move in Spain. The trucks in Spain are much higher and wobblier than the US.  And the roads are much narrower in the Pyrenees mountains of Northern Spain.  Do you ever get motion sickness?  Well consider driving this horizontally challenged truck on winding narrow treacherous roads!  I was so nervous.  Have you ever been so nervous you were sick?  Sometimes we can get that way in trials. 
But once I "allowed" my co-worker who is from Spain and very familiar with this way of driving to take over, I could relax.  I trusted him.  I could rest. I was still going down the same road, but I just wasn't doing the driving now.

So as in driving, we need to get out of the driver's seat of life! We need to trust God's ways!

Humility brings Rest

If you are praying and praising God, you are not anxious, but restful.   Consider 1 Peter 5:6-7 in times of adversity. "Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you." Humble yourself  before God in the storm.  It is sacred ground. Praise Him.  Submit to Him.  Rest in Him.
 On the one hand we are called to humility: to humble ourselves under God’s mighty hand— an expression equivalent to submitting with a spirit of humility to God’s sovereign dealings with you. And on the other hand, we are to rest - cast our anxieties on Him knowing that He cares for us. 

The anxieties, of course, arise out of the adversities that God’s mighty hand brings into our lives. We are to accept the adversities but not the anxieties. Our tendency is just opposite. We seek to escape from or resist the adversities but all the while cling to the anxieties that they produce. 

Our Tendency Toward Pride
The apostle Paul was very clear that the primary purpose of his thorn in the flesh was to curb any tendency of pride in him. He said, “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me” (2 Corinthians 12:7). Does God love us any less than Paul?

Suffering Almost Always Attends God's Blessing
Consider this as a principle: Whenever God blesses us in any way that might engender pride in us, He will along with the blessings give us a “thorn in the flesh” to oppose and undermine that pride. We will be made weak in some way through one or more adversities in order that we might recognize that our strength is in Him, not in ourselves. We can choose how we will respond to such a thorn in the flesh. We can chafe under it, often for months or even years, or we can accept it from God, humbling ourselves under His mighty hand. When we truly humble ourselves before Him, we will in due time experience the sufficiency of His grace, for “God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4: 6).

Richard Wurmbrand  

Romanian pastor Richard Wurmbrand spent 14 years in prison for preaching the gospel. Although his captors smashed four of his vertebrae and either cut or burned 18 holes in his body, they could not defeat him. 
He testified, “Alone in my cell, cold, hungry, and in rags, I danced for joy every night.” During this time he turned to a fellow prisoner, a man he had led to the Lord before they were arrested, and asked, “Have you any resentment against me that I brought you to Christ?” His response: “I have no words to express my thankfulness that you brought me to the wonderful Savior. I would never have it another way.” These two men exemplify the supernatural joy that can be experienced by believers who live on the edge of horrific suffering with complete fullness of joy.

Michael Sattler
Michael Sattler was captured by the Roman Catholic authorities in Germany tried on May 17, 1527 at Rottenburg. He was martyred on May 21, 1527.  Listen to his story from Martyr's Mirror:

"On the morning of that day this noble man of God, in sight of horrible torture, prayed for his judges and persecutors and admonished the people to repentance. He endured the inhuman torture stipulated in the sentence.   They cut out his tongue; then they threw him upon a wagon, and there tear his body twice with red hot tongs; and after he has been brought outside the gate of the city, he was again branded five times with the hot iron in the same manner.
Then his mangled body was tied to a ladder. He prayed again for his persecutors while the ladder was placed upon the stake. He had promised his friends to give them a sign from the burning stake, to show that he remained steadfast to the end, enduring it all willingly for Christ. The fire having severed the cords wherewith he was bound, he lifted up his hand for a sign to them. Soon it was noticed that his spirit had taken its flight to be with Him whom he had steadfastly confessed under the most excruciating torture, a true hero of the faith."

We are Going to Suffer
Brothers and sisters we are going to suffer, but like Michael Sattler we need to lift up our hand in praise to God in the midst of the fire. This is what Daniel was doing! 
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