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“God cannot give us happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no such thing.”

- C. S. Lewis
O

pen your Bible to Daniel 6. We are beginning a series we are calling "Prayer in the Lion's Den." We've moved on from Acts and are looking tonight at a message from Daniel 6 entitled: "The Peace of Prayerful Living."

A Situation Out of Control
Have you ever been in a situation that seemed out of control? We often feel fear, anxiety, or worry.  What if I lose my job? What if my spouse doesn't like me anymore? What if there's an area of my life that God cannot change?
In life we often find ourselves in difficult and even devastating situations that seem completely out of our control, and maybe even out of God's control. 

As Daniel 6 explores the question of the ages: Where is God when life is out of control? This chapter again emphasizes the overarching theme of the whole book: In spite of present appearances of chaos, God is in control. God will be victorious over the seemingly powerful forces ranged against him and his people. Thus, this story, like those that preceded it, provides comfort for God’s people, who find themselves in situations that seem beyond their control.

Daniel  6 shows how Daniel refuse to refrain from proper worship of God, even when it means his life. Daniel is told not to pray to Yahweh, but he does so nonetheless.

Peace in the Storm
How can you and I have peace in doing what is right, even if doing what is right brings hardship, difficulty, and rejection?
We move from the court to Daniel’s home where he hears of the king’s decree to forbid prayer toward anything or anyone but the king himself. His response is simple: He goes upstairs and prays with the windows open toward Jerusalem. There is no speech or inner turmoil recorded in the narrative. The impression the narrative intends to impart is Daniel’s unflinching obedience. He does not question, doubt, or worry; he acts. He does not bow toward Darius, but toward Jerusalem. Darius is neither the object nor the mediator of his prayers. That role is taken by Yahweh.

Everything But God
What do you go to when you are stressed? We need to go to God! We need to trust in God - Do you serve Him or something else? What desires do you serve and obey? How do you define success and failure? Is it based on your well being? We need to have a peace that is not based on our well being! 

Concern + Faith = Biblical Virtue
It's not that Daniel didn't have any discomfort or concern.  One commentator put it this way: "True peace does not demand a denial of our emotions and concerns. What is the difference between godly concern and sinful anxiety? Actually the same Greek word is used for both, and it is only the context that reveals the difference. The difference can be seen in these mathematical formulas: Concern + unbelief = anxiety; Concern + faith = a biblical virtue."

I. Peace comes by Knowing God (Dn. 6:10).

Why could Daniel praise God when the storm came? Because He knew God. “God cannot give us happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no such thing.” - C. S. Lewis

Daniel 6:10, "When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously."
Praying Toward Jerusalem: Believing God
Why does Daniel bow toward Jerusalem? Essentially, his act is motivated by 1 Kings 8:35–36 (italics added):
"When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have sinned against you, and when they pray toward this place and confess your name and turn from their sin because you have afflicted them, then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel. Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on the land you gave your people for an inheritance."

What does Daniel know about God? He is faithful to answer prayer.  He is faithful to forgive sins. He is faithful to teach us the right way to live. He is faithful to supply our needs.
Three Times a Day
According to the passage, Daniel did this three times a day. This practice is not mandated anywhere in Scripture, but is perhaps suggested by passages such as Psalm 55:17:

Evening, morning and noon

I cry out in distress,

and he hears my voice."
Business as Usual
The mention of the “three times a day” indicates that Daniel’s prayer on this occasion is not stirred on by the decree; it is part of his regular habit. He is not flaunting his rebellion in the face of the king’s orders; it is business as usual. Indeed, the description of his prayer is a statement that he is neither flaunting nor hiding his religious practice. After all, he is praying in an upper room, and with the windows open. He is not on public display, but neither is he hiding from determined spies.
What Could Daniel Do?
Do you ever feel helpless?  Daniel did.  “So the king gave the order” (v. 16). As decreed, Daniel is thrown into the lions’ den. No comparable form of punishment is known from the ancient Near East, but then powerful yet insecure nations from time immemorial have devised tortures and deaths with incredible imagination. The conception is simple enough: Develop a pit and put lions in it. The victim, in this case Daniel, could be thrown in; a stone blocked the point of entry, and the lions would be allowed to do their work.
II. Peace comes by Following God (Dn. 6:10).

Quiet, Humble Faith
The cost of following God was great. Daniel does not articulate it as blatantly as the three friends in their speech before Nebuchadnezzar, but we are surely to understand Daniel’s attitude to affirm the belief that “the God we serve is able to save us from it [the death penalty], and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods …” (3:17–18; or in the case of Daniel, he will not desist from worshiping his God). In a word, Daniel would rather be eaten by lions than stop praying to God.

Even so, notice the quiet faithfulness of Daniel. Here we revisit a theme encountered for the first time in chapter 1. Daniel does not grandstand for the faith, but neither does he try to hide his love of the Lord. He did not go to the public square or the court to flaunt his rejection of Darius’s decree; rather, he went as usual to his “upstairs room” (v. 10).
The Cost of Discipleship
For Daniel's obedience, he is condemned to the lions’ den. Again, Darius’s law no longer reflects the king’s will, but he has no other choice. In the world in which he lives and helped to create, not even the king can circumvent the law. He can hope, but he cannot stop the wheels that he set in motion.

Follow God Despite Evil People
What do we do about evil people?  Evil men had planned Daniel's demise.  And the king could do nothing. Darius, the most powerful human being in the world, has no power to save Daniel. But Daniel’s faith is founded on a person who is more powerful than the king, God himself. As events unfold, we observe another important biblical theme in operation: God overrules the evil intentions of human beings to bring about great salvation.
The Story of Joseph
Is God greater than the evil intensions of man? Absolutely.  His kindness is greater than the evil intensions of men and devils. 

Consider Joseph. As we read the Joseph story with this truth about God in mind, we see again and again how God delivered him from the evil intentions of human beings. Jealous brothers wanted him dead, so they threw him in a pit. God saved Joseph from death at that point when they saw an opportunity to turn their rage into a commercial venture by selling him into slavery to the Midianites. He ended up in Egypt, where he distinguished himself in the service of the high Egyptian official Potiphar.

There, however, he eventually ran into trouble because of the evil intentions of Potiphar’s wife, who framed him for attempted rape. Joseph ended up in jail. This is where he met two other high Egyptian officials, the chief baker and the chief cupbearer, whose acquaintance ultimately brought him into contact with the pharaoh himself. His new high office placed him in a position from which he could save his family from certain death by starvation during an intense famine.

At the end of the story, remember when Jacob died, Joseph's brothers thought Joseph would kill them.  He says to them in Genesis 50:20, "As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today."
In this story in Daniel, God overruled the evil intentions of the conspirators and the powerlessness of Darius in order to illustrate to countless generations of his people that he is able to save his people in the midst of the most dire circumstances. We must ask what we face that surpasses the danger Daniel faced.

God Will Protect the Righteous
Daniel 6 thus illustrates the principle expressed in Proverbs 28:10:

He who leads the upright along an evil path

will fall into his own trap,

but the blameless will receive a good inheritance.

God will not shield you from harm or danger.  But he will preserve you for His heavenly kingdom. He didn't have to have Daniel come out alive from the Lions' den.  He did it to show he was able.  But he would have been no less a great God had he brought Daniel home.

Jesus Has Conquered Death: God overrules All Evil
The story of Daniel in the lions’ den demonstrates God’s ability to overrule the evil intentions of men and women in order to bring about something good. 
We see the same thing with our Lord. The worst seemed to happen when Jesus was crucified. But God overrules all evil in the end.  We see in Acts 2, that Peter understands the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as the ultimate fulfillment of this principle when he preaches at Pentecost (Acts 2:22–24):

"Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it."
Jesus Emerged from Lions' Den Unscathed
Now we can see the power that allows us to risk all for our faith. Jesus has not only gone into the lions’ den and emerged unscathed, but he has died and been raised again. And, as Paul reminds us, his death and resurrection are the “firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). Because of Jesus, death cannot hold us either. “When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
55 “O death, where is your victory?
    O death, where is your sting?” (1 Cor. 15:54–56).
Our faith gives us the courage to risk all, even death. Christians living in the West have not been tested to risk all. Often we act as if we are unwilling to risk anything. We need to pray for our brothers and sisters who today risk much, and we must ask the Lord to make us ready when our day of testing comes. 
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