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“Some people think God does not like to be troubled with our constant coming and asking. The way to trouble God is not to come at all..”

- DL Moody
O

pen your Bible to Daniel 6. We are beginning a series we are calling "Prayer in the Lion's Den." We've moved on from Acts and are looking tonight at a message from Daniel 6 entitled: "Prevailing in Prayerful Living."

In the Lion's Den
Have you ever felt in life you were in the "Lion's Den"? Isn't it true that we pray more fervently when we are going through trials?  It's true that prayer is often not a habit, but something we stumble upon in trials.  This ought not to be.
I. Prevailing in Faith (Dn. 6:10).

Daniel 6:10, "When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously." Daniel’s prevailed in believing prayer.  
Why Three Times a Day?

Daniel prayed three times a day, supposedly at morning, midday, and night (cf. Ps 55:17). The old statesman was a man of prayer and is an example of the importance of that discipline for modern believers.

You or I might have rushed before the king to protest the unfairness of the new law or gone home in tears to complain to our friends about it. When Daniel heard about the new law, however, he continued to do exactly what he had always done. Three times a day, it was his habit to go to his upper room to pray, bowing down with his face towards Jerusalem, giving thanks, petitioning and imploring his God.

There was no biblical command that required Daniel to seek God in this way, but he had made a habit of doing so. As a result, what is remarkable in his behavior is not so much that the crisis drove him to his knees, but rather that it didn’t break his regular routine of prayer. He didn’t hide himself away in an inner room to pray, in the hopes of remaining undiscovered.

What Did Daniel Do in Prayer?

Nor did Daniel immediately cry out to God for deliverance from this unjust edict. Rather, he began by giving thanks, just like normal. Isn’t that remarkable? Daniel 6:10b, " He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously."  
As he faced imminent death, knowing that his enemies would certainly see him and use his prayers against him, Daniel was on his knees, giving thanks to God. How amazing is his faith! How could he give thanks you ask? We can always give thanks to and for the One who never changes.

Here is a good test of the depth of your prayer life: how much of your time and energy in prayer is spent complaining about the circumstances of your life and asking for things to be different, and how much is spent in giving thanks for God’s overwhelming goodness?

Why an Open Window?
Why would Daniel pray with his windows open toward Jerusalem in the first place? According to Solomon’s dedication prayer of the Temple in 2 Chronicles 6:36-39 Daniel was praying to God that he and their whole nation would turn back to God with all their heart, and that God would bring them out of captivity.   
2 Chron. 6:36-39, “If they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you are angry with them and give them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive to a land far or near, 37 yet if they turn their heart in the land to which they have been carried captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their captivity, saying, ‘We have sinned and have acted perversely and wickedly,’ 38 if they repent with all their mind and with all their heart in the land of their captivity to which they were carried captive, and pray toward their land, which you gave to their fathers, the city that you have chosen and the house that I have built for your name, 39 then hear from heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their pleas, and maintain their cause and forgive your people who have sinned against you.”

Persia is NOT My Home!

The passage says that if the Jews found themselves in captivity, they should face toward Jerusalem, repent of their sins, and believe that God would restore them back to their land.  Daniel signified his faith that God would answer this prayer by opening his windows and praying toward Jerusalem.  By this Daniel was saying, “Persia is not my home!  I’m just a pilgrim!  One day God is going to bring us back to the Land of Promise!”
No Doubting!
Daniel prayed in faith, and the Bible says if we want answered prayer, we must also pray in faith.  James 1:6 says, “let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”  If we ask in faith, the Lord says we’ll be able to “move mountains”!  

Day after day, three times a day, Daniel prevailed in prayer.  He never stopped.  What motivated him?  Daniel prayed toward Jerusalem because Jerusalem represented the desire of his heart.  It was the place of worship, the place where God had placed his name—the place where the God of the universe had chosen to manifest His Shekinah Glory in the holy of holies once a year.  Daniel prayed that his people would one day be in the very center of God’s will, where God would be most glorified.

Set Your Affections on Things Above

If you prayed today toward the place of your affections, where would your prayers be directed?  Now we have no earthly city, but with Abraham, we “look for a city…whose builder and maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10).  In prayer you are to “set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:3).  
II. Prevailing in Inconvenience / Appetite (Dn. 6:10).

Daniel 6:10, "When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously." 

Three times a day? Even when Daniel is given a death threat, he continues praying.  He does not make excuses for missing prayer.  Daniel was not a legalist! He was a lover of God.  

Sometimes we think of love as undisciplined.  You need to understand that love is very disciplined. 

· If you love your baby, do you feed and change him or her just every other day?

· If you love the electric in your house, do you use it only every other month?

· If you love you family, do you let them sleep in your home just every other week?
You see it is not inconvenience for Daniel to pray in such a prevailing way.  It is actually more akin to addiction or appetite. 

An Appetite for God

Do you have an appetite for God? John Piper said, " The cost of food in the kingdom is hunger for the Bread of Life." 

Isaiah 55:1

 “Come, everyone who thirsts,
    come to the waters;
and he who has no money,
    come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without price."

Isaiah 44:3, "For I will pour water upon him who is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon your seed, and my blessing upon your offspring." That's the promise I want for my offspring, my church, my workplace.

Darius (i.e. General Ugbaru) could not help Daniel's offspring. The greatest miracle is the regeneration of the heart, and only God can do that!
III. Prevailing Alone (Dn. 6:10).

Daniel was a Minority

Daniel was the smallest of all possible minorities at this time.  Of course he was a foreigner in a strange land. He was in a different culture. But he was truly a minority spiritually as well—he was one of the few or perhaps only follower of Yahweh in the royal court at this time.  He is about to be imprisoned in a lion’s den!

At this time Daniel probably did not even have the support of his three friends, for they are not mentioned as they were in the incident involving Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (cf. Dan. 2:17–18). Either they had been transferred to other parts of the empire or they had died; Daniel was now elderly. Here was one man standing alone in the midst of an utterly pagan culture. All were against him. Any who knew his convictions would have laughed at them. Yet in all this vast empire Daniel was the one man who really had it together. He knew that there was a true God, and he knew who that true God was. He knew that God was powerful. He knew that God could deliver him, if he chose to do so. Above all, he knew that obeying and serving the one true God had to be the supreme goal in his life.

Not Even the King Knew Daniel's Trouble

He was a minority in another way.  Not even the king knew the peril that Daniel was in. Although he was only one man among many hostile enemies, he was the one man who knew the true state of affairs in this struggle. Darius did not know what was going on. He had not even been able to see through the strategy of the administrators and satraps, and he perceived nothing of the spiritual struggle. The conspirators did not understand the situation. They did not know Daniel’s God, and they thought it would be an easy thing to get Daniel executed.

Daniel Pays No Attention to Anyone but Yahweh
Remember, as a believer, when you think you are alone, you are NEVER alone! In Daniel 6:13, we read where Daniel's focus was: " Then they answered and said before the king,“Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day.”
IV. Prevailing with God (Dn. 6:10).

God Alone Can Help us!
The end of this story is the least interesting part, because we know it already. Darius did not want to see Daniel killed. So he tried to find means to escape the force of the unchangeable edict, to no avail. The law had to be enforced. So at last the king had Daniel thrown to the lions, calling out, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” (Dan. 6:16).
Daniel Not Oblivious to the Danger
There is a point from an earlier moment in the story that is of interest now. When the conspirators burst in upon Daniel while he was praying, we are told that they found him “asking God for help” (v. 11). This means that Daniel was not oblivious to his danger, even though his outward calm might have suggested that he was not taking the threat of execution seriously. Actually, Daniel was acutely aware of his danger. He knew that he stood to lose his life. He was asking God to help him. 

It's Common to Feel Helpless
2 Cor. 1:9-11, " Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make usrely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. 11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many."

The King Could Not Sleep

It was the king who could not sleep. Verse 18, "Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him."

He thrashed about, and very early in the morning he rushed to the lions’ den to see what had become of his most influential administrator. “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” (v. 20).

What kind of answer do you think Darius was expecting? “Grrr” from the lions? I do not know. But I do know that the lions were silent. God had shut their mouths. So when Daniel spoke he was heard clearly. “ Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.” (vv. 21–22). The king had Daniel drawn from the den. He had the conspirators and their families thrown into it. Then he issued a decree with which the story ends:

for he is the living God,
    enduring forever;
his kingdom shall never be destroyed,
    and his dominion shall be to the end.
27 He delivers and rescues;
    he works signs and wonders
    in heaven and on earth,
he who has saved Daniel
    from the power of the lions.” verses 26–27

Increasing Your Appetite
So the lions had an appetite for Daniel, but Daniel had an appetite for God.  I'll close with this quote from Nancy Leigh DeMoss, "Do you want to increase your hunger for the Lord?  Try weaning yourself from the world's diet-  be prepared for some withdrawal symptoms when you turn off the radio and the TV and eliminate unnecessary activities.  Then begin feeding on the Word of God.  At first, it may seem bland and boring; but in time, you will discover that it satisfies in a far deeper, richer way than those things you once thought were so filling."
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