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“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be 

alive without breathing.”

- Martin Luther
O

pen your Bible to Daniel 6. We are beginning a series we are calling "Prayer in the Lion's Den." We've moved on from Acts and are looking tonight at a message from Daniel 6 entitled: "The Habit of Prayerful Living."

In the Lion's Den
Have you ever felt in life you were in the "Lion's Den"? Isn't it true that we pray more fervently when we are going through trials?  It's true that prayer is often not a habit, but something we stumble upon in trials.  This ought not to be.
Opportunity to See Real Prayer Warrior
We are looking at the life of Daniel tonight, and at how he prayed.  In this chapter we have a lot of details about his prayer life.  I believe we as believers have a rare opportunity to see how a real prayer warrior prayed, and how we ought to pray.
Martin Luther said, “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.”
Paul said much the same: "Pray without ceasing!"
Daniel Worked for the Government
Here was a man who worked for the government of his time—the Medes and the Persians.  King Darius organized the kingdom into 120 provinces, each having a prince.  Over the provinces and princes were three presidents, of which Daniel was the first president.  
Life of Great Demand - In other words, he had an important job and a more demanding life than any one of us.  
Life of Prayer - Yet Daniel’s life as we are going to see was saturated with purposeful prayer.  His busy important life pulled him in all directions, but Daniel MADE TIME to pray.
  He was a man of prayer.
Life of Power - Daniel was also a man filled with God’s amazing purifying power to live a very difficult but holy life.

Who was Darius?

The writing was signed by Darius, who was likely a Medo-Persian General.  Darius is likely simply a Persian title that means "king."   The Bible says that this man "was made king" (9:1). He was a general who was appointed as king for about a year before Cyrus could come back and rule. Historically, we know that the general Cyrus appointed as king for a year was named Ugbaru.  
I. A Place of Faith (Dn. 6:10).

Daniel 6:10, "When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his kneesthree times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously."

Was Daniel superstitious? Was Jerusalem to the Jews what Mecca is to the Muslims? The Muslims always bow and pray toward Mecca so their prayers will be answered. Or maybe Daniel thought God was in Jerusalem? Of course not. Then why did Daniel pray toward Jerusalem?

This was not the first time Daniel prayed in this way. We find in verse 10 that he prayed “as he had done before.” As you will see in Daniel 9, one of the things that he was praying for was the restoration of Jerusalem. At the end of that prayer, God gave him eyes of faith to see the future of Jerusalem when it would be restored and when a Savior would come to that city to save his people from their sins. Daniel opened the windows of prayer out of faithfulness, but it was in faith that Daniel prayed, believing that God would do an incredible work in the future.
Injunctions of Solomon
The practice of praying toward Jerusalem evidently was based on the injunctions of Solomon in 1 Kgs 8:35, 38, 44, 48 delivered at the dedication of the temple (ca. 960 b.c.). Jerusalem was the place where Solomon’s temple had stood, and this edifice had symbolized the presence of Yahweh God.

I Kings 8:35-40, “When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against you, if they pray toward this place and acknowledge your name and turn from their sin, when you afflict them, 36 then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel, when you teach them the good way in which they should walk, and grant rain upon your land, which you have given to your people as an inheritance.37 “If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence or blight or mildew or locust or caterpillar, if their enemy besieges them in the land at their gates, whatever plague, whatever sickness there is, 38 whatever prayer, whatever plea is made by any man or by all your people Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own heart and stretching out his hands toward this house, 39 then hear in heaven your dwelling place and forgive and act and render to each whose heart you know, according to all his ways (for you, you only, know the hearts of all the children of mankind), 40 that they may fear you all the days that they live in the land that you gave to our fathers."
Vincent and Margaret Crossett 

In 1940 Vincent and Margaret Crossett were missionaries in Mainland China. They struggled against poverty and paganism in a remote village in order to tell others about Jesus. The work was very slow and difficult, but after much sacrifice a small church was established. The church was no larger than a small Bible study group. Right on the threshold of this small triumph for the kingdom of God, Satan began his work. The Communist takeover of China during the Cultural Revolution forced all missionaries to leave China.

The Crossetts hated to leave. Their fledgling flock of believers hardly seemed ready to withstand the coming onslaught. An atheistic, dictatorial government dedicated to wiping out all Christian influence was beginning its rule with ruthless power. How could the little church survive? From the world’s perspective there was nothing anyone could do. The church seemed destined to die. But Vincent and Margaret did not see through the world’s eyes. They saw through the eyes of faith that their God was faithful to those who honor him. The Crossetts were like faithful family sedans. They continued to do their duty. Though the missionaries were chased out, their prayers were not. For nearly forty years the Crosetts daily kept their prayer window opened toward China. They dutifully prayed in faith that God would one day triumph over Communism. The Crosetts heard nothing of their Chinese friends for forty years, but still they faithfully prayed for God to be victorious in the church they had left behind.

Finally the walls of China came down. As the political climate changed, the nation was opened to western visitors. The Crossetts returned to the village where they had left the tiny, struggling group of believers. There was no small church in the village anymore! Instead, from that Bible study had grown a church of four thousand people! This body of believers had planted dozens of other churches as well, each with a membership of at least a thousand. All the Crossetts did was pray with their prayer window open to the focus of their prayer—China. The God of Daniel is alive and well.

A Specific Place
Daniel did not intentionally seek problems with the government that he worked for.  We are told that “all that live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution”, but we ought not intentionally look for it!  Daniel is not standing on the street corner in open defiance of the law.  He is in the privacy of his home where he had his daily prayer time.   He had a specific place where he met God.  

II. A Place of Praise (Dn. 6:10).

Daniel 6:10, "When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously."

Daniel's Duty of Praise

The text states that Daniel’s custom was to pray and give thanks to (or “praise”) God three times a day. When this law was passed, he did not change his religious behavior, nor did he hide it. Daniel was a man of courage and conviction who was willing to stand for God even if it meant death. In this case, as Driver observes, “It is not, as with his three companions in ch. 3, a question of a positive sin which he will not commit, but of a positive duty which he will not omit.”

Daniel's House
Daniel’s house had an upstairs, which may indicate his high status. Slotki explains: “This was not an attic but a room on the flat roof of the house. These rooms were, and still are, common in the East, being used as private apartments to which one retired when wishing to be undisturbed. They usually had latticed windows which allowed free circulation of air.”59
Daniel's Habit of Prayer and Praise
Daniel prayed three times a day, supposedly at morning, midday, and night (cf. Ps 55:17). The old statesman was a man of prayer and is an example of the importance of that discipline for modern believers.

God Commands Praise

The command to praise the Lord is just that: a command to praise Him. We do that by saying praiseworthy things about Him.

We find this regularly in the Scriptures. The following are a few examples:

"Praise the Lord. . . For His merciful kindness is great toward us, and the truth of the Lord endures forever" (Ps 117:1-2).

"Praise Him for His mighty acts; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness" (Ps 150:2).

"I will praise Your name, for You have done wonderful things. . ." (Isa 25:1).

Psalm 139:14, " I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well."
III. A Place to Pray (Dn. 6:10).

Command for the prayer closet.  Matthew 6 forbids us from putting our prayers on public display.  Jesus said in Matthew 6:5-6, we shouldn’t pray hypocritically to “be seen of men”.  He says “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly”.

1.1 Examples of the prayer closet.  The prayer closet here is an inner chamber in a house.  Daniel’s special place of prayer was also in his home.  The Bible indicates that Abraham had a regular place where he met with God (Genesis 19:27). Jesus’ prayer closet was outside.  He had a custom of praying in the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives.  Jesus “came out, and went, as he was [KNOWN], to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed him” (Luke 22:39).  Christ was known to pray at times all night at this location.  

1.2 How do you decide where your prayer closet should be?  

· Your place of prayer ought to be a secluded place. This is a place where you can be alone, where it's quiet, and where you will not be disturbed or interrupted. In today's noisy Western World, this may take some ingenuity, but it is necessary. It ought to be a place …

· where you can pray aloud without disturbing others; 

· where you can also have good lighting for reading the Scriptures (a desk, perhaps); 

· where you are somewhat comfortable. (WARNING: Do not have your quiet time in bed. That's too comfortable!) 

But it ought to be a secluded place.  

· Your place ought to also be a special and sacred place. You will treasure your times in that special prayer closet.  Where you meet the Lord can be just as holy as the place where Abraham met God. You don’t have to be in a church building to meet with God! People have had their quiet times in their cars parked in a quiet place, in an empty closet at home, in their backyards, and even in a at their work desk before others arrived. Each of these places has become sacred to them.

CONCLUSION

� There are actually six prayers of Daniel referred to in his book. In 2:18, he prayed for understanding Nebuchadnezzar's dream—the prayer of our text.  In 7:16 we have his prayer for understanding of the vision he had received and Chapter 9 we have his prayer for national repentance. In 10:3 we see him fasting and praying and 12:8 he is praying for wisdom.
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