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“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be 

alive without breathing.”

- Martin Luther
O

pen your Bible to Daniel 6. We are beginning a series we are calling "Prayer in the Lion's Den." We've moved on from Acts and are looking tonight at a message from Daniel 6 entitled: "The Habit of Prayerful Living."

In the Lion's Den
Have you ever felt in life you were in the "Lion's Den"? Isn't it true that we pray more fervently when we are going through trials?  It's true that prayer is often not a habit, but something we stumble upon in trials.  This ought not to be.
In the Lion's Den
Nancy Leigh DeMoss in her book "A Place of Quiet Rest" gives 13 reasons against a life a prayerlessness. 

I am convinced that prayerlessness: 
1. Is a sin against God (1 Sam. 12:23). 
2. Is direct disobedience to the command of Christ (“watch and pray,” Mt. 26:41). 
3. Is direct disobedience to the Word of God (“pray without ceasing,” 1 Thes. 5:17). 
4. Makes me vulnerable to temptation (“watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation,” Mt. 26:41). 
5. Expresses independence – no need for God. 
6. Gives place to the Enemy and makes me vulnerable to his schemes (Eph. 6:10-20; Dan. 10). 
7. Results in powerlessness. 
8. Limits (and defines) my relationship with God. 
9. Hinders me from knowing His will, His priorities, His direction. 
10. Forces me to operate in the realm of the natural (what I can do) verses the supernatural (what He can do). 
11. Leaves me weak, harried, and hassled. 
12. Is rooted in pride, self-sufficiency, laziness, and lack of discipline. 
13. Reveals a lack of real burden and compassion for others.

Opportunity to See Real Prayer Warrior
We are looking at the life of Daniel tonight, and at how he prayed.  In this chapter we have a lot of details about his prayer life.  I believe we as believers have a rare opportunity to see how a real prayer warrior prayed, and how we ought to pray.
Martin Luther said, “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.”
Paul said much the same: "Pray without ceasing!"
Daniel Worked for the Government
Here was a man who worked for the government of his time—the Medes and the Persians.  King Darius organized the kingdom into 120 provinces, each having a prince.  Over the provinces and princes were three presidents, of which Daniel was the first president.  
Life of Great Demand - In other words, he had an important job and a more demanding life than any one of us.  
Life of Prayer - Yet Daniel’s life as we are going to see was saturated with purposeful prayer.  His busy important life pulled him in all directions, but Daniel MADE TIME to pray.
  He was a man of prayer.
Life of Power - Daniel was also a man filled with God’s amazing purifying power to live a very difficult but holy life.

Lord Acton Quote
Today there is much corruption in government. Lord Acton well said, “Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” Corruption is prevalent among government officials. Here is a list of the corruption found among members of a recent U.S. Congress:

29 arrested for spousal abuse;

7 convicted of fraud;

19 arrested for writing bad checks;

117 bankrupted two or more businesses;

14 arrested on drug charges;

8 arrested on shoplifting charges;

21 with lawsuits against them;


84 charged with driving while intoxicated.

 This chapter in Daniel’s life is an amazing testimony to the power of God to keep us spiritually and even physically safe no matter what is thrown at us.  Daniel never compromised the spiritual power of God in his life, and he was kept therefore by the power of God.  
Reading of Holy Scripture

Daniel 6:1-5, "It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; 2 and over them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom thesesatraps should give account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4 Then the high officials and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.”
Daniel Stopped the Mouths of Lions

Hebrews 11:33 tells us that by faith, Daniel “stopped the mouths of lions”.  Daniel was truly a "Lion of God." He was one who stepped out on his faith! Daniel learned that an uncompromising prayer life was more powerful than the most powerful government on earth!  All those who walk with God and “who belong to the Lord are ‘kept by the same power of God’ until the day of salvation.  God has committed Himself to His children so that nothing can permanently harm us.  "No weapon formed against us shall prosper”.

Darius—Cyrus—appointed 120 satraps with three administrators over them. Daniel was one of the three administrators. At the time he was probably about eighty-five years old and not yet ready to retire. Daniel so distinguished himself above the other two administrators that King Darius planned to place him as number two over the entire kingdom. This happened because Daniel handled his affairs faithfully.

Daniel was also a man who had God's blessing upon him.  He prospered spiritually and physically in the kingdom.  Verse 3 tells us that “an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.”  
Other Leaders Jealous of Daniel

God so prospered Daniel that the other leaders in the country were jealous, and sought to bring him down, but they were totally unable, as verse 4 says, “to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him.”  Yet, when Daniel had to choose between spiritual prosperity in prayer or physical prosperity, Daniel chose his prayer life over his physical life.  
The only way Daniel’s enemies could trap Daniel was to go against his walk with God.  They decided to have the sign a decree that would outlaw Daniel’s prayer life!  But we are going to find, that even that did not stop this amazing man of prayer!!!
So in the weeks to come we are going to take a look at Daniel’s prayer life, and we are going to learn 12 vital truths about prayer from this remarkable man.
I. The Priority of Prayerful Living (Dn. 6:10).
Daniel 6:10, “When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.”
The first truth we learn is that Daniel’s prayer life was a Priority for him.  There was a consistency to his prayer life.
A Prayerless Christian is Dangerous-Spurgeon

"A prayerless church member is a hindrance.  He is in the body like a rotting bone or a decayed tooth.  Before long, since he does not contribute to the benefit of his brethren, he will become a danger and a sorrow to them.  Neglect of private prayer is the locust which devours the strength of the church." - Charles Haddon Spurgeon
No Excuses
1.1 As the chief vice-regent (prime minister) of the empire of the Medes and the Persians, Daniel was a busy man.  Yet he did not use that as an excuse to skip prayer!  Instead, he made his relationship with God priority over everything in his life, including his job.

Susanna Wesley, the Great Mother Theologian
You busy mothers might say, I have not time to pray because of the demands of the children.  Susanna Wesley had 19 children!  To say that she was a busy woman would be an understatement.  When she needed time with God, she would sit in a chair and throw her apron over her head.  Her children knew not to disturb her during her prayer time.  We’re told that she seldom spent less than an hour each day in prayer.  Her sons John and Charles Wesley founded the Methodist church and wrote many of the hymns that are still sung by Christians throughout the world.  

 John Wesley, her fifteenth child, said: “I learned more about Christianity from my mother than from all the theologians in England.”  What an encouragement to any of us who think we are too busy to find time to pray!

No Time! Carl Henry Quote
The easiest excuse to make for prayerlessness in our culture is that we do not have time.  That’s just not true.  We all the same have 24 hours in a day. The truth is, according to famed New Testament theologian Carl Henry:

"Whoever [is so busy that he] only speaks of God, but never or seldom to God, easily leases body and soul to idols.  The Christian thus places his whole future in jeopardy by a stunted prayer life." Carl F. H. Henry

The truth is we often would rather do a million other things rather than pray.  That goes for any spiritual priorities in our life.  At times we are tempted to buy a million needless things rather than tithe to God.  Do you take a stand for spiritual priorities in your life?  Daniel did.  He was busy.  And look at this…

Living by Conviction Not Convenience
1.2 Daniel was faithful in making prayer a priority even when the powerful government of the Medes and Persians turned against him.   Verse 6-7 tells us that all of Daniel’s fellow princes and governors got together to outlaw Daniel’s prayer life.  We read in verse 6: “Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “OKing Darius, live forever! 7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. .” And the king unwittingly signed the decree (verse 8).  
Often we live by convenience.  We ought to live by conviction. When Daniel’s prayer life is essentially outlawed, he is suddenly faced with a choice.  Should he stop praying for 30 days and keep his job and his life, or should he continue to obey God?   Before we answer that, we need to understand that Romans 13:1-2 clearly teaches us to obey the government: “powers that be are ordained of God.  Whosoever therefore resists the power, resists the ordinance of God...”  Normally, our obedience to government reflects our obedience to God.
King Darius’s command to stop praying defied God’s law.  God tells us to “love the Lord thy God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength”.  God’s law teaches us that we are to “seek him early” and to “thirst after” him in prayer as if we were in a “dry and thirsty land where no water is”.  Daniel knew that in the first commandment, God tells us “Thou shalt have no other gods beside me”.  
Should Daniel put aside God’s law in order to obey the king’s law?  The answer is NO.  When the laws of man fall below or contradict the moral standard of God’s law, we must obey the higher law.  Acts 5 tells us exactly that.  The disciples had been commanded to stop preaching Christ, and they were dragged before the Jews to give a defense.  We read in Acts 5:29, “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.”  God’s law is always the supreme and highest court for any law.  
Capital Punishment for Prayer

Daniel knew that disobedience to the law of the Medes and the Persians in this case was capital punishment by a cruel death—to be eaten by lions.  But Daniel chose rather to obey the Law of God burning in his heart and face the lions rather than to please man.  Prayer was such a priority that not even the most powerful man in the world at that time (King Darius) could stop Daniel’s prayer life!
Daniel Could Have Made Excuses
Someone once rightly said, "Hurry is the death of prayer" (Samuel Chadwick).

Daniel was a busy man.  He could have made excuses. He was an experienced officer of the royal court, so he knew at once what the king’s decree meant—and where it came from. For thirty days Daniel would need to abandon his customary practice of praying thrice daily before his open window in the direction of Jerusalem, or else be thrown into the den of lions. For thirty days! “Well,” we say, “that’s not too bad.” It isn’t as if he had to bow down to an idol as his friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were required to do. All he had to do was stop praying openly for one month. 
Indeed, he could be subtle. He could close his window so his prayers would not be seen or, better yet, pray in bed at night. He could let his devotions slide for a month. After all, there are many so-called Christians today who probably allow a month or more to slide by without any significant devotions.
  

The Cost

The cost for Daniel not praying for one month was death - to be eaten alive by lions! 
Samuel Chadwick said people don't pray because it costs too much.  He said, "The reason so many people do not pray is because of its cost. The cost is not so much in the sweat of agonizing supplication as in the daily fidelity to the life of prayer."

"Just as He Had Done Previously"

Nothing was going to stop Daniel from praying.  Astonishingly we read (Dan. 6:10) that "when Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously" (Dan. 6:10). 
Hudson Taylor Quote

Hudson Taylor (missionary to China) did whatever it took to make prayer a priority in his life—even drastic measures.  He would awake each morning from 3 to 4 to pray and read the Scriptures.  He knew once others had awakened, he would have no time, so he made it a priority and met with God so early in the morning. Hudson Taylor said, “You don't tune up the instruments after the concert is over. That's stupid. It's logical to tune them up before you start.”  Are you doing everything possible to make prayer a priority in your life?
Application

How can we begin a habit of prayer?  
There are two elements: Routine and Reward. 

Routine: 

There are various ways to get into the routine. You could...

1. Get up and walk while you pray. Take a stroll through your neighborhood in the mornings or evenings. Pray for your family. Pray for your neighbors. Get closer with God.

2. Make the church prayer meeting a habit in your life so that you can pray with others.

3. Start a prayer journal.
4. Pray with your family or a friend.
Reward

Genesis 15:1, "After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward."

"If I may speak my own experience, I find that to keep my eye simply on Christ as my peace and my life is by far the hardest part of my calling." John Newton
We might think if we pray harder, or if we go to church more, or if we obey more, we might get a better spouse, a life of less trials, or a better financial outlook.  We must not pray so that we can gain more of anything in this life.  We must realize that our soul thirsts to be satisfied with Christ.  And that He is MORE than enough! 
CONCLUSION

Dwight Lyman Moody Quote

"Next to the wonder of seeing my Savior will be, I think, the wonder that I made so little use of the power of prayer." - D. L. Moody

May that not be said of us!
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