The Power of Corporate Prayer
Acts 4
___________________________________________

Turning the World Upside Down (Acts Series)

Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Wednesday, July 23, 2014, 7pm at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“The size of your God determines the size of your faith."
 Howard Hendricks
Announcements

1. Mike Tiberi Q and A, this Friday at 7pm.
2. Bring a Dessert for this Friday for after the Q and A.

3. VBS Volunteers meeting after the service tonight.

4. This Sunday Evening after the service we will set up for VBS.
O

pen your Bible to Acts 4. We are continuing beginning a series on prayer entitled: “Turning the World Upside Down.” This evening we are looking at a message entitled: “The Power of Corporate Prayer.”

Andrew Murray said, "Unless we are willing to pay the price [in corporate prayer], and sacrifice time and attention and what appear legitimate or necessary duties, for the sake of the heavenly gifts we need not look for a large experience of the power of the heavenly world in our work." 
Someone said: “Prayer meetings were the arteries of the early church. Through them, life-sustaining power was derived."  Author Unknown

Introduction

Acts 4 tells us that great things happen in the corporate prayer meeting.  Acts 4 begins with a great revival and ends with a prayer meeting.
Acts 4:1-4, "And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand."

Eventually Peter and John are released, and they hold an amazing prayer meeting.  Acts 4:23-35, "When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit,

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage,
    and the peoples plot in vain?
26 The kings of the earth set themselves,
    and the rulers were gathered together,
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’—

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus,whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, andthey were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. "
Things Happen When We Pray!
The results - Many things happened when they prayed.

1. An earthquake took place.

2. Everyone was filled with the Holy Spirit.

3. A multitude of people got saved.

4. Many people made deep commitments to surrender everything to Jesus Christ.

5. There was a great outpouring of generosity to the congregation for the care of the needy.

It's also important to note that this prayer meeting took place in the face of persecution. Peter and John had been arrested and when they had "And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them,.. " (Acts 4:21)

It was also grounded in praise to God and thanksgiving for His protection.

I. The Format of This Prayer Meeting: Small Groups.
Fervency in Small Groups
After Peter and John were released, the Bible says, "When they were released, they went to their friends." Acts 4:23) This passage indicates they went to those they were intimate with in the congregation.  It was a part of the larger group. 
It is noteworthy that the first thing Peter and John did after being released was to go to their own companions. That group should not be limited to the other apostles, nor expanded to include the entire church (Since there was no building where all 5,000 men, plus women and children, could have gathered). It may have been some or all of the original group that met in the upper room (cf. 1:13–15).

This church broke up into small groups, so they could be more intimate in prayer and to give everyone an opportunity to pray.

Unity in the Whole Body
As a result of this great prayer meeting, "Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common" (Acts 4:32) In this verse, we hear about the "full number of those who believed." This refers to the entire church, which by this time according to theologians likely exceeded 25-35,000 believers. All of them were impacted by this prayer meeting.

Multitudes More Saved
A little bit later multitudes more came to Christ and the Bible notes, "And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women." (Acts 5:14) As the church prays, it grows, and there are always multitudes that the Lord is saving.  All those people need to be praying.  Often we find ourselves praying in small groups.  That might be a group of 5 or a group of a hundred.   
God Can Save by Many or by Few
What we see here in Acts 4, is that the power is not in the people, but in God.  
JONATHAN: We need to have the attitude of Jonathan in the Old Testament in 1 Samuel 14:6, "It may be that the Lord will work for us, for nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few."
DAVID: God didn't need the Hebrew army to conquer Goliath, he used David, a man of faith, and a man "after God's own heart."  
ELIJAH: And what about Elijah?  He prayed fervently and his prayers were effectual! James 5:16-18, "The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit."
II. The Results of This Prayer Meeting
An Earthquake

The Bible noted that: "...when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken,.." (Acts 4:31) Some people believe the shaking was that the people were so greatly influenced, that they were shaken up and their old lethargy was gone. But I believe that the word "shaken" means that it was a physical shaking of the property. God visited them with an earthquake.

Spirit Filling
Acts 4:31, " And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness."

All filled with the Holy Ghost - When a person is filled with the Holy Ghost, it means that he has surrendered himself to God, to let the Holy Spirit control his life. A few people mistakenly think that the Holy Ghost comes upon some people as a result of a deep experiential prayer meeting. But the Bible teaches that every believer should be "filled with the Spirit." (Eph. 5:18) This is a command and it is given in the tense that means "be continually filled with the Holy Spirit."

Every time we come to a prayer meeting, we ought to be filled with the Spirit. Every time we have our devotions, we ought to be filled with the Spirit. 

Again, let me repeat: To be filled with the Spirit is not to get more of the Holy Spirit, but to let the Holy Spirit get more of you. You yield to the Holy Spirit, allow His will to operate through you, and seek His power. And when the people are filled with the Holy Spirit, it becomes a great prayer meeting.
Great Evangelism

As a result of this prayer meeting, " Acts 4:31, " And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness..." And verse 32 speaks of "the full number of those who believed "

Out of every great prayer meeting comes the passion to point people to Christ and see them truly born again. Let me tell you what happens. 
First, God works in the heart of the Christians who are yielded to Him. This passion to see people saved drives them to share the Gospel with people in their neighborhood and at work. When God sees this happening, He convicts the hearts of the unsaved and brings them to Jesus Christ. 
This was described in verse 33, " And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. ." There was power in preaching and God’s grace was manifested in the hearts of all people.

Great Commitment & Sacrifice
As a result of this great prayer meeting, people made a deep commitment. This commitment is first evidenced in being filled with the Holy Spirit, but the commitment in the early church went more than with just being filled the Spirit. It involved their finances and a generous spirit. " Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common." (Acts 4:32) 

Notice that these Christians gave a great amount. They gave everything to the Lord. This was a great prayer meeting. Acts 4:34-35, "There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need."
III. The Basis of Prayer: Our Great God
A Great God!
Acts 4:24, " they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them...
They recognized a great God before they got great results. In this prayer meeting, they did not go in to complain to God or to beg God for deliverance from persecution or to beg God for money. They went into the presence of God to worship and magnify him for his greatness. "They lifted up their voice to God with one accord and said, Lord, Thou art God, Which has made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is." (Acts 4:24)

Howard Hendricks Quote
Howard Hendricks once said, "The size of your God determines the size of your faith." When you realize what a great God we have, you can ask great things of Him! 
When you live by faith, you live supernaturally. When you lived by prayer, you live supernaturally. When you live by worship, you live supernaturally.

A B Simpson Quote
A B Simpson, Canadian preacher in the 19th Century said, "Our God has boundless resources. The only limit is in us. Our asking, our thinking, our praying are too small. Our expectations are too limited."

Great Opposition

They recognized opposition. The church recognized that even the Bible taught that there would be opposition to righteousness.

Acts 4:25-28, "...through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit,

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage,
    and the peoples plot in vain?
26 The kings of the earth set themselves,
    and the rulers were gathered together,
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’—

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus,whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place."
The people were recognizing that there will be opposition, has been opposition in the past, and they are probably recognizing that there will be opposition in the future. Notice they didn’t ask for deliverance from opposition or for God to stop the problem.

They Prayed God's Powerful Word!

Notice they are not afraid of the events that are happening.  They are confiding under the shelter of God's Word!

Great Fruit!

Phillip Brooks said, " Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be stronger men!  Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers. Pray for power equal to your tasks."

They asked for God’s blessing on their soul winning. The people asked God, "And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness" (Acts 4:29)

The Purpose of This Prayer Meeting

The purpose of this prayer was to carry out the Great Commission and the purpose of the church. We often pray for physical relief from pain, or for ease of circumstances, or for God to save us from embarrassment. While God may do that, that is not our priority in prayer. We should pray for God’s glory and for God’s power to be demonstrated to the world. 
Conclusion
Someone said, " Prayer does not change God’s will it implements it."  Truly prayer does not change our great God.  It is through prayer that our great God changes us! 

� MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (1994). Acts (p. 137). Chicago: Moody Press.





