Expectant Corporate Prayer
Acts 1:12-14; 2:1-4
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Wednesday, July 16, 2014, 7pm at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“Prayer meetings were the arteries of the early church. Through them, life-sustaining power was derived."
 Author Unknown
Announcements

1. Youth Activity Saturday
2. Mike Tiberi Sunday AM
3. Allison Cariyadil shower, 1PM Sunday - bring a food dish
O

pen your Bible to Acts 6. We are continuing beginning a series on prayer entitled: “Turning the World Upside Down.” This evening we are looking at a message entitled: “Expectant Corporate Prayer.”

Someone said: “Prayer meetings were the arteries of the early church. Through them, life-sustaining power was derived."  Author Unknown

The regular meeting of members of a congregation for the express purpose of uniting in earnest prayer is becoming rare in the average church. Many churches no longer even schedule prayer meetings, and in those churches that do, typically less than 10% of the members participate.  It is my earnest desire to change this sad fact in our church.

Introduction

Last week, I brought up the issue of the corporate prayer meeting for three reasons:

1. Corporate prayer is on par with preaching and teaching as a priority in a healthy church.

2. God has sovereignly ordained the corporate praying of a church, so that His mighty workings might increase exponentially and His purposes be accelerated as we pray together. 
3. The tendency among believers, even among those who occupy leadership positions in the church, to think of prayer gatherings as the extra-curricular activity in the life of the church.

=================================================

Personal prayer alone will not result in the working of God to the degree needed for spiritual transformation in our lives, our families, our church, our cities, and in our nation.
=================================================

“There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united prayer."
 A.T. Pierson

Someone once said: “You can tell how popular a church is by who comes on Sunday morning. You can tell how popular the pastor or evangelist is by who comes on Sunday night. But you can tell how popular Jesus is by who comes to the prayer meeting."   Author Unknown

Last week we looked at two things: Praying together was a priority for the apostles and for Christ.
I. Praying together was a priority for the apostles
In Acts 6, the Church in Jerusalem faced one of its first dilemmas. Here's how it happened:
When the church elected deacons it was so that the apostles could give themselves to private and corporate prayer and to the study and ministry of the Word.

Acts 6:4, "But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”
Ligon Duncan's Commentary

Theologian and pastor, Ligon Duncan said this about this passage: Not only is corporate prayer "an essential ingredient of apostolic ministry; it is also an essential mark of the Christian life."

Most Prayer Meetings in Acts are Corporate

The example of the apostles in Acts points to the priority praying together held for them. Every occurrence of prayer in Acts preceding Chapter 6 (1:14, 24; 2:42; 3:1; 4:23-31) pictures the apostles leading others in prayer. Not one reference points to their private prayer time; the focus is on God's people praying together.

II. Praying together was modeled and practiced by Christ
33 of Jesus' 37 References to Prayer were Corporate

The apostles learned their leadership patterns from the Master, Jesus Christ. Ransack the Gospels for Jesus' teaching and practice of prayer, and you will identify 37 verses, sometimes repeated in more than one Gospel. Of those 37 instances in which Jesus refers to prayer, 33 of them were addressed to a plural rather than singular audience. In other words, Jesus' instruction decisively leaned toward praying with others, not just praying in private.
You All Keep Asking!

Take, for example, Matt. 7:7: "Keep asking, and it will be given to you [all]. Keep searching, and you [all] will find. Keep knocking, and the door will be opened to you [all]." We read "you" in that verse and immediately think it's singular, referring to an individual. In fact, it is a plural "you," meaning Jesus is urging a gathering of believers to ask, seek, and knock. It means "ye" or "you all."
If Two or Three Ask...

In other passages, Jesus deliberately emphasized the significance of praying together. Listen to Matt. 18:19: " Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven." Jesus could have said, "If anyone asks...;" instead, He deliberately chose to emphasize a group gathered for prayer. This focus of Jesus' on more than one praying indicates that there is a design of God's in such gatherings, through which He uniquely and powerfully works.

So the apostles made it a practice and a priority to teach about praying with fellow believers and to practice it because they had heard and seen Jesus emphasize the same thing.
III. Praying together was modeled and practiced by the early church in Acts.
Prayer Meetings and the Health of the Church

The Book of Acts records the mighty works of God for and through His church in its early years, and clearly connects them to unified, corporate prayer. 

Consider this quote from Charles Haddon Spurgeon.

"The condition of the church may be very accurately gauged by its prayer meetings. So is the prayer meeting a grace-ometer, and from it we may judge of the amount of divine working among a people. If God be near a church, it must pray. And if He be not there, one of the first tokens of His absence will be slothfulness in prayer." 
- Charles Haddon Spurgeon
Seven Prayer Meetings

1. The Upper Room Prayer Meeting: The 120 were gathered in an upper room praying in one accord when Pentecost comes (Acts 1:13-15; 2:1).
Acts 1:13-15, "And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simonthe Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers... 15 ...(the company of persons was in all about 120)."
Great Expectancy

In a word, the apostolic attitude that preceded the Holy Spirit’s coming was expectancy. In the forty days between the Lord’s resurrection and ascension he evidently traveled regularly between Heaven and earth. His encounter with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus was typical. The risen Christ would miraculously appear and perhaps perform a confirming sign or teach them from the Old Testament Scriptures. As a result, their hearts burned within them. The picture of those forty days was one of spiraling belief and flaming anticipation! There were heart-thumping gatherings in the Upper Room as one would give his account and then another. Sometimes the Master would come to them right through the walls!

Another Comforter Just Like Jesus
Though it is speculation, I personally believe this was the same Upper Room in which our Lord ate the last supper with the disciples. The Greek text says, “the” upper room” (not just any upper room). If this is correct, it is beautifully fitting that the Holy Spirit was given in the very same room in which Jesus promised him:
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth.… I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” (John 14:16–18).

The Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1 tells us that “the day of Pentecost” had arrived. This was fifty days after Passover, and that is what Pentecost means—“the fiftieth.” (It came literally as a week of weeks after Passover and was also called “The Feast of Weeks.”) Passover occurred in mid-April, so Pentecost was at the beginning of June. It was the best-attended of the great feasts because traveling conditions were at their best. There was never a more cosmopolitan gathering in Jerusalem than this one. It was the perfect time for the descent of the Holy Spirit of God.
Acts 2:1-4, "When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance."

Feast of Firstfruits
Originally regarded as the “feast of the firstfruits,” it was emphasized by a special offering of two baked loaves made from freshly gathered wheat, designated in Leviticus 23:17 as “firstfruits to the Lord.” They were to bring their grain offerings - in this case - loafs of bread from fresh wheat!  As the day of the firstfruits, Pentecost was eminently appropriate for the bestowal of the Holy Spirit and the conversion of 3,000 souls—firstfruits of an even greater harvest.

A Mighty Wind of the Spirit
As the apostles’ heads were bowed in prayer, a breeze began to move across them, and then it was more than a breeze. Literally, (according to AT Robertson's word study) it was : “an echoing sound as of a mighty wind borne violently”  roared through the house like the whirr of a tornado, so that their robes flapped wildly. The Spirit of God was coming upon them! A fiery presence was in their midst. 

The Apostles Given the Life-Giving Spirit
At Pentecost, the reviving winds of the Spirit came upon the apostles with incredible spiritual life and power. In a future day this will achieve final fulfillment in the Messianic Age. The apostles now had God’s life-giving Spirit in a more intimate and powerful way than they had ever known—than anyone had ever known.

As the Spirit Gives Utterance - God's Word!
Though we are not in a day when we can go forth speaking other languages or being heard in other languages miraculously as these believers, one result of the prayer meeting that is powerful is that we go forth boldly speaking "as the Spirit gives us utterance" (verse 4).  
We find out what that utterance is later in Acts 2.  Peter stands up and begins to quote Bible verse after Bible verse.  We have no new revelation.  We have only the divinely inspired Word of God.

Results of the Corporate Prayer Meeting
· Do you want a clearer understanding of God's Word?

· Do you want a stronger commitment to the Lord?

· Do you want a deeper compassion for the lost?

These are all results of the corporate prayer meetings in the book of Acts! 

Matthew Henry wrote: “When God designs to show us mercy, He stirs us up to corporate prayer.” 
Conclusion
In the weeks to come we are going to look at 6 other prayer meetings. 
Spurgeon Inspired by Luther's Prayer Life
Remember where two or three are gathered, God hears us. Charles Spurgeon recounts the story of the time that Luther prayed death away from his associate minister, Phillip Melanchthon. Spurgeon recounts:

"Oh! to have heard Luther pray!

Luther, you know, when Melanchthon was dying, went to his death-bed, and said, “Melancthon, you shall not die!”

“Oh,” said Melancthon, “I must die! It is a world of toil and trouble.”

“Melancthon,” said he, “I have need of thee, and God’s cause has need of thee, and as my name is Luther, thou shalt not die!”

The physician said he would.

Well, down went Luther on his knees, and began to tug at death. Old death struggled mightily for Melancthon, and he had got him well nigh on his shoulders.

“Drop him,” said Luther, “drop him, I want him.”

“Ho,” said death, “he is my prey, I will take him!”

“Down with him,” said Luther, “down with him, death, or I will wrestle with thee!”

And he seemed to take hold of the grim monster, and hurl him to the ground, and he came off victorious, like Orpheus with his wife, up from the very shades of death. He had delivered Melancthon from death by prayer!

“Oh,” [Spurgeon says] "You may say "that is an extraordinary case.” No, beloved, not one-half so extraordinary as you dream. I have men and women here who have done the same in other cases; that have asked a thing of God, and have had it; that have been to the throne, and showed a promise, and said they would not come away without its fulfillment, and have come back from God’s throne conquerors of the Almighty; for prayer moves the arm that moves the world."

Corporate Prayer Commanded
When Jesus commanded us to pray, he commanded we pray corporately.
Matthew 6:9ff, "This then is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one."

As the 120 waited in the Upper Room, can you imagine, it wasn't Jesus who showed up, but the Comforter who Jesus sent!
� http://www.fpcjackson.org/resource-library/sermons/a-notable-prayer-meeting





