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“There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united prayer."
 A.T. Pierson

Announcements

1. Elders Meeting tomorrow night
2. Men's Prayer Breakfast Saturday 7:30am

3. Evangelism, 10am Saturday
O

pen your Bible to Acts 6. We are continuing beginning a series on prayer entitled: “Turning the World Upside Down.” This evening we are looking at a message entitled: “Corporate Prayer Commanded.”

Introduction

My aim this evening is, first, to so persuade you from God's Word of the primacy of corporate prayer that you will never view the prayer meetings of our church the same again.

Second, my aim and my prayer is that you will determine to take one step forward in your participation and confidence in prayer, not just as an individual, but with other believers, gathered together with the purpose of seeing God's glory manifested.

Why am I talking about this today? I bring the issue of praying together up for three reasons:

1. Corporate prayer is on par with preaching and teaching as a priority in a healthy church.

2. Praying together is a vital key to opening God's presence and work among His people in unique ways. And

3. The tendency among believers, even among those who occupy leadership positions in the church, to think of prayer gatherings as the extra-curricular activity in the life of the church.

It's good to have, but not important enough to join; something you briefly tack on to a meeting before you get down to the real business. There are a growing number of believers who view prayer meetings as optional, secondary.

His Power to Increase Exponentially
This evening I am on a mission: I want to convince you that God has sovereignly ordained the corporate praying of a church, so that His mighty workings might increase exponentially and His purposes be accelerated as we pray together. 
=================================================

Understand that this message is not given to minimize personal prayer. Instead, it is to show you that personal prayer alone will not result in the working of God to the degree needed for spiritual transformation in our lives, our church, our cities, and our nation.
=================================================

In the weeks to come want to give you several proofs from the Word of God and from church history that establish the desperate need for all who want to be used of Christ to become a part of the prayer gatherings of this body. This evening we will survey Acts 6 where  something simple, profound, and stirring is established: Praying Churches are used of God to change the world. 
Living Hope Bible Church, what kind of church do you want to be? A Church that is...

1. Doctrinally correct.  Absolutely.  We cannot be a healthy, Spirit empowered church without correct doctrine.  But if that's all we are, we are a house that only has a good foundation.  There are no walls or roof or rooms to sleep in. 

2. A Serving church. Of course.  The moment we are idle we are the devil's playground. But a church that is merely busy will never change the world.

3. A Regenerate church.  An absolute necessity.  Without each of us being born again we are simply a synagogue of Satan. But we must not merely be born again to change the world.

4. A Discipling church.  Yes!  You cannot be a disciple of Jesus unless you make disciples.  That's our marching orders when He ascended to the Father. But that alone will not change the world. We must be all these things. But let me give you the gun powder for our church.  Let give you the rocket fuel.  It is what will make us vessels fit for the Master's use.

5. A Praying church. If we are to see the world transformed we must be a praying church. 

“There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united prayer."
 A.T. Pierson

In the weeks to come I want to give you several proofs.  Here is the first proof:
I. Praying together was a priority for the apostles
In Acts 6, the Church in Jerusalem faced one of its first dilemmas. Here's how it happened:
Acts 6:1-5, "Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them."

Explanation

In those days, as the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint by the Hellenistic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution. (Time out! The word distribution is the word "diakonia," which is the root word behind our words deacon and ministry. So the emphasis is on serving people.)
Verse 2: Then the Twelve summoned the whole company of the disciples and said, "It would not be right for us to give up preaching about God to wait on tables. (Stop once more! The word translated wait on or serve tables is diakonein, from the same root family as in v. 2, focusing on serving others). Back to the passage: Therefore, brothers, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty. Literally, v. 4 reads, But we to the prayer and the "diakonia" of the word will steadfastly continue.

Common Meaning Not Necessarily Correct

Now I've always heard that this meant that the apostles delegated ministry responsibilities to others so that they would be freed up to spend time in personal prayer and receive a fresh word from the Lord to preach to the people. But that is not the point of this passage.

The apostles are not merely referring to the need for personal, private prayer. Instead, they are mainly talking about the ministry of mobilizing the people of God to pray together. They were marking out the two ministries they must especially do as church leaders. 
Ligon Duncan's Commentary

Theologian and pastor, Ligon Duncan said this about this passage: Not only is corporate prayer "an essential ingredient of apostolic ministry; it is also an essential mark of the Christian life."

Context: Ministry of Corporate Prayer

Let me show you the clues that lead to this conclusion.

1) The context of this passage revolves around ministries. Verse 1 points out a problem with ministries. In v. 2, the apostles discuss what ministries they must do as apostles and the ones they must not do. In v. 3-4, they instruct that seven men be identified from among the congregation to take on this ministry. This section of Scripture is focused on ministry to people, not merely on personal issues.
2) The definite article before prayer in v. 4 points to something significant. Listen again and it literally reads this way: "But we to the prayer and to the ministry of the word will steadfastly continue." That little word "the" that appears before prayer indicates that this doesn't mean prayer in general. It highlights something specific and important. The syntax of the sentence creates the possibility that the ministry of prayer and the word are twin ideas.

3) The example of the apostles in Acts points to the priority praying together held for them. Every occurrence of prayer in Acts preceding Chapter 6 (1:14, 24; 2:42; 3:1; 4:23-31) pictures the apostles leading others in prayer. Not one reference points to their private prayer time; the focus is on God's people praying together.

So by testimony and by example, it is plain that the apostles placed a high premium on the people of God praying together. They considered guiding the corporate prayer life of the church just as critical a priority as the preaching/teaching of God's Word. Let's add a second proof:
II. Praying together was modeled and practiced by Christ

33 of Jesus' 37 References to Prayer were Corporate

The apostles learned their leadership patterns from the Master, Jesus Christ. Ransack the Gospels for Jesus' teaching and practice of prayer, and you will identify 37 verses, sometimes repeated in more than one Gospel. Of those 37 instances in which Jesus refers to prayer, 33 of them were addressed to a plural rather than singular audience. In other words, Jesus' instruction decisively leaned toward praying with others, not just praying in private.
You All Keep Asking!

Take, for example, Matt. 7:7: "Keep asking, and it will be given to you [all]. Keep searching, and you [all] will find. Keep knocking, and the door will be opened to you [all]." We read "you" in that verse and immediately think it's singular, referring to an individual. In fact, it is a plural "you," meaning Jesus is urging a gathering of believers to ask, seek, and knock. It means "ye" or "you all."
If Two or Three Ask...

In other passages, Jesus deliberately emphasized the significance of praying together. Listen to Matt. 18:19: " Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven." Jesus could have said, "If anyone asks...;" instead, He deliberately chose to emphasize a group gathered for prayer. This focus of Jesus' on more than one praying indicates that there is a design of God's in such gatherings, through which He uniquely and powerfully works.

So the apostles made it a practice and a priority to teach about praying with fellow believers and to practice it because they had heard and seen Jesus emphasize the same thing.
� http://www.fpcjackson.org/resource-library/sermons/a-notable-prayer-meeting





