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Scripture and Theme: Open your Bible to the book of James 4:6-10 this evening.  Last week we began a study on “Prayer God listens to”. 

This passage therefore is for lost people to repent.  
Remember we outlined James as follows:

1. Chapter 1 – Faith that is unwavering in trials and that has fruit (doer of the work)

2. Chapter 2 – Fruit - “Faith without works is dead.”  
3. Chapter 3 – Filling – Christians should have strict control of their tongues.   You are filled with fresh water as the chapter says, not bitter, and it comes out!
4. Chapter 4 – Faithfulness – To be a friend of the world is to be an “enemy with God”. 

5. Chapter 5 – Finishing well -  bear up under suffering, pray fervently, bring back wandering sinners.
These four verses contain ten commands, all given in the form of Greek aorist imperative verbs. James’s purpose throughout the epistle is for professed Christians to test their faith to find out whether it is genuine or false. He wants no one to be deceived. Like his Lord, he wants to expose the tares among the wheat (see Matt. 13:24–30). His basic objective is stated in the final verses of James: “My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins” (5:19–20). To save a person’s soul from death is to bring him to salvation in Jesus Christ.

Let’s read in James 4:1–10 (ESV), “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.?”
If you want to know what an unregenerate professing Christian looks like, here it is.  They do not have the fruit of true salvation.  Sure they pray to God, they go to church, yes.  But their heart is corrupt.  James uses two words to make his point unmistakable.

1. Adulterers and Adulteresses (verse 4):  selfish two-timing people.  They say they are married to God, but they are shacking up with the world.

2. Sinners (verse 8): Verse  8 James uses the most extreme word.  The term “sinner” was given to someone who disregarded the Law of God and flaunted his immorality.
  
Even though these people were secret sinners, he was saying, before God, you might as well be flaunting your immorality.

So James brings ten things to light—Ten imperatives of union with God.  God will not listen to a two-timer or a sinner who flaunts his unfaithfulness!
So how do we come to God?  Well, as a person who draws near to a city sees signs, there are ten things that show us how to have a prayer life.  We’ve already gone over two of them.  Let’s review those.  

1. Submission. 
"Submit yourselves therefore to God" (verse 7).  What does that mean?  It is very simple.  It means to ‘align yourself under the authority of God.’  “SUBMIT”:  The word is used of troops under a general.  It means that you have a loyal allegiance to Jesus Christ as sovereign Lord over your life.  
It means pledging your allegiance to God above all others. It is pledging your allegiance to God’s will, no matter what it may mean. Do you want God’s will no matter what that means? 

My heart’s desire is to have that constant unbroken communion with God.  You can have that!  God loves it when you align yourself under His authority.  His way is the way I want!  

2. Resistance. 
Secondly, we saw that you must “Resist the devil” (verse 7).  Literally, ‘take your stand against the devil’ and he will flee from you!  Turn your back on Satan and take a stand against his control over you.
You must see Satan as a defeated foe!   Listen, Satan  goes about as “a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8), but he’s a toothless lion.  He’s conquered.  Remember: “Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).  

And now we come to a third command to enter into that life with God.  If you’ve entered into it, you know this is your constant desire.    Listen to this promise.  There’s an attitude of heart that pleases God in prayer.  Here it is in verse 8:
3.  Fellowship. 
“Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you” (verse 8).  The term "draw nigh" originally referred to the priests who were to “draw near” and offer sacrifices on the Day of Atonement.  Wicked and unclean they were, but they had to do it through the blood!!  It was the highest privilege for the priests to draw near to God and have that position on the Day of Atonement.  It was the highest privilege for the high priest to draw near alone before God Almighty!
Salvation involves submitting to God as Lord and Savior, but also brings the desire for a true relationship with Him. And through Christ we have boldness! Hebrews 4:16 tells us we can have boldness!  “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

We are “accepted in the Beloved One”!  There is no condemnation! God has opened the way for us to be restored—He’s granted us access through Jesus’ blood!  He invites you to draw close to Him!  
He calls us to forsake all others and be joined to Him.  I don’t need to tell you what this means!  Men, when you saw your wife for the first time, nobody had to tell you to draw near to her!!  There’s an abandonment in this word!! Drawing near to God means my crying heart's desire is for intimacy with the living God.  
The redeemed heart longs for communion with God (Pss. 27:8; 63:1–2; 84:2; 143:6; Matt. 22:37).  Praying therefore, is a fellowship with God as our heavenly Father.

Then we come to another imperative…
4. Cleansing.

Fourthly, “Cleanse your hands, you sinners,” (verse 8).  The word is katharizo.  It is catharsis in English and it means ‘a purging, a purifying, a cleaning, or a cleansing.’
So James is speaking of a clean and a cleansed life—not in man’s eyes or even in your own eyes, but in God’s eyes.  Wash your hands, God says!
Why hands?  Cleanse your hands, you sinners” (verse 8). Why hands?  Because hands are the symbols of action, the symbols of behavior.  He’s talking about taking action in our lives here.  There is a forsaking of sin.  There is a halt to sinning.  So we are talking about a radical repentance. Scrub the filth of sin in every way out of your life!  We need to experience a radical amputation from this world!  
Ceremonial Cleansing in the Bronze Laver

The origin of this idea was in the Jewish ceremonial prescription for priests before they came before the Lord to offer sacrifices in the tabernacle or temple. God commanded Moses,
Exodus 30:18–21 (ESV), “You shall also make a basin of bronze, with its stand of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it, 19 with which Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet. 20 When they go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn a food offering to the LORD, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die. 21 They shall wash their hands and their feet, so that they may not die. It shall be a statute forever to them, even to him and to his offspring throughout their generations.”
The same figure was used by Isaiah to represent unrepented sin in those who presumed to worship God. Through that prophet the Lord warned His people:  Look at chapter In Isaiah 1:15-16, " When you spread out your hands,  I will hide my eyes from you;  even though you make many prayers,  I will not listen;  your hands are full of blood. 16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;  remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes;  cease to do evil,”
It does you no good to pray if you are not totally right with God and man.  Lay your gift at the altar, get right with your brother, and then come to God. Take some action!  Then He says in Isaiah 1:18, “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD:  though your sins are like scarlet,  they shall be as white as snow;  though they are red like crimson,  they shall become like wool..”  Cleanse yourselves.  Stop sinning and start obeying God.  Stop sinning in your marriage.  Stop sinning in your walk with God.  Are you prayerless?  Start praying.  
Are you watching things on TV or listening to things on the radio that grieves God’s heart? It does you no use to pray.  Cleanse your hands.

David’s Plea

Remember what David said in Psalm 24.  You and I would do well to come to God like this every day.  Look at Psalm 24:3-5, “Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD?  Who may stand in His holy place? 4  The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,  who has not set his mind on what is false,  and who has not sworn deceitfully. 5  He will receive blessing from the LORD…
There are practices in our lives that we need to cease, and other spiritual disciplines we need to begin if our prayer life is going to be effectual.  There is a continuity of heart and life.  The life has to be lined up with the heart.  We must go into God’s presence ready to change.
A Christian Practices Righteousness

1 John 3:3 (ESV) says “And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”  Ephesians 1:10 tells us our good works are ordained to walk in them.

Yet the number one killer of the prayer life is sin! Psalm 119:11 (NKJV), “Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You!” 

Be Serious About Rooting Out Sin!

John Owen said, “Be killing sin or sin will be killing you.” David said in Psalm 66:18, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear”. 

The New Testament deals decisively with out sin.  We have forgiveness in Christ.  But what do we do if we have  sinned against God? John gives us the answer.
1 John 1:5-2:2 (ESV), “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. “

Dirty Fingernails Wedding Day?
Ladies, you don’t go to your wedding day with dirty fingernails.  And you don’t go to the Lord with dirty sin in your heart and in your life!  

The heart touched by God hungers for righteousness and for clean hands.  You hate what you see about yourself, your sin, the heinousness of it is repulsive.
We come to our fifth key to a genuine walk with God in verse 8…

5. Purity.

“and purify your hearts, you double-minded” (verse 8).   In this Hebraic parallelism, purify your hearts corresponds to “cleanse your hands” and you double-minded corresponds to “you sinners,” the second phrases adding a more specific dimension.

Inward Cleansing

How specific? Here we are commanded to repent inwardly. All sin comes from the fountain of the heart.   Purifying your heart allows you to see God.  As we saw this morning, Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”  And as Isaiah, you see the King “high and lifted up”, then you begin to see your sin.  
Psalm 51, David says, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”

“Wash your heart from evil, O Jerusalem,” Jeremiah proclaimed, “that you may be saved. How long will your wicked thoughts lodge within you?” (Jer. 4:14). “Cast away from you all your transgressions which you have committed,” Ezekiel implores his fellow Israelites, “and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!” (Ezek. 18:31). 
Look again at Psalm 24. What was the psalmist's cry?  Psalm 24:3, “Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD?  Who may stand in His holy place? 4  The one who has clean hands and…” what else?  He must also have “a pure heart”.  It's the heart, Jeremiah said, that is “deceitful above all things and desperately wicked”.  And the sinner comes not just longing to be delivered from the things he did that are wrong, but from the wrongness that's deep within him. 
Jeremiah 4:4, “Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart”.

Joel 2:13, “Rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God”. 

The Double Minded

Remember the Baals and idolatry of the OT? They were double minded. James already said James 4:4, “You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”

Double minded has to do with wanting to be mastered by two Lords.  What does James 1:8 say about a double minded man?  “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.”  And verse 7 gives the verdict, “For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.”  
“No man can have two masters”. You cannot serve God and money”. You can’t deal with God until you have purified your heart—your motives, your desires.  Until all you want is God, you will not serve and follow God.  Prayer comes out of this desire and single hearted passion for God.
So as we come to God, let us pray with David in Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know my heart!  Try me and know my thoughts! 24  And see if there be any grievous way in me,  and lead me in the way everlasting!.”

6. Do you see God high and lifted up?  If so, you too become undone about your sin.  You see God and you see your sin correctly.  That leads to our sixth mark of knowing God.  It is a command to be afflicted over sin.  
Conclusion:  Next week we’ll look at a few more.  But let’s pledge our allegiance to God.  Let’s align ourselves under His sovereignty no matter what the pain and what the cost.  Let’s do the hard thing because He is worthy.  Let’s resist the devil.  Everything we do as Christians is an act of war against this world!  
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