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Introduction: Jeremiah was a prophet who had a preaching ministry of almost 70 years!  Jeremiah had been thrown in the jail in the king’s palace by the political dignitaries (See Jeremiah 37:15ff).  Chapter 33 records the message Jeremiah received from God in his 40th anniversary of ministry, and so he is around 55 years of age.
  
Basically the king said if you keep on preaching and praying, we’re going to throw you in jail!  We don’t want you exposing our hypocrisy. We don’t want you interrupting our fun.  But Jeremiah would not buckle—he would not give in.  So he kept on preaching and praying and ended up in an ugly jail cell.  So this passage records Jeremiah’s second of three imprisonments.  
· He had already been in jail once in a dark dungeon.  
· And he would later be imprisoned in the mire and muck of a broken probably disease infested cistern, this broken water tank.
· But for now he was on his second imprisonment, in just a normal dirty jail cell in the king’s palace in Jerusalem.  He ends up staying in prison this time for about a year.

As I said, Jeremiah had been prophesying for forty years.  But during this year in prison, God suddenly goes virtually silent.  During this dark time, God speaks to Jeremiah only twice.  But if God’s going to go silent to test your faith, and leave you with only one promise during your valley experience, then the one God gave Jeremiah during this time is the one you want to have.  We find recorded here in Jeremiah 33:3.
Would you stand with me as we read the first three verses of Jeremiah 33:1–3 (ESV) —  “The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah a second time, while he was still shut up in the court of the guard: 2 “Thus says the LORD who made the earth, the LORD who formed it to establish it—the LORD is his name: 3 Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.”
So Jeremiah is in jail, and he’s a bit discouraged as you can imagine.  It was not the first time.  In Jeremiah 20:9 tried to resign from the ministry.  He said, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.”  They would later physically abuse Jeremiah.  Consider Jeremiah 37:15ff (ESV) — “And the officials were enraged at Jeremiah, and they beat him and imprisoned him in the house of Jonathan the secretary, for it had been made a prison. 16 When Jeremiah had come to the dungeon cells and remained there many days, 17 King Zedekiah sent for him and received him. The king questioned him secretly in his house and said, “Is there any word from the LORD?” Jeremiah said, “There is.” Then he said, “You shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon.” 18 Jeremiah also said to King Zedekiah, “What wrong have I done to you or your servants or this people, that you have put me in prison? 19 Where are your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of Babylon will not come against you and against this land’? 20 Now hear, please, O my lord the king: let my humble plea come before you and do not send me back to the house of Jonathan the secretary, lest I die there.” 21 So King Zedekiah gave orders, and they committed Jeremiah to the court of the guard. And a loaf of bread was given him daily from the bakers’ street, until all the bread of the city was gone. So Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard.”
So they threw him in a dungeon, then they transferred him to a jail cell in the palace.  They started starving him.  He’s probably sick and cold and tired.  Emotionally and physically he is exhausted, but spiritually, he is persevering.  
You see, Jeremiah was not alone in that prison.  It was during this very time that he gets a message from God.  God came down and began to reassure Jeremiah that He was in total control.  God says “I’m the maker of everything.  I’ve formed it.  I’ve established everything.”  So notice what He says in verse 2, “Thus says the LORD who made the earth, the LORD who formed it to establish it—the LORD is his name”.
Let me tell you what God is doing.  He’s saying “Jeremiah, I want to remind you that I am in total control
He tells Jeremiah, “I’m the maker of everything!  I hung the stars in place.  I split the waters of the Red Sea.  I cause the sun to rise and the seasons to change.  I’m awesome!  I can do anything.  And you’re not alone in this prison cell.  I the LORD am with you—‘the LORD is my Name’.”  God is in total control and He knows right where Jeremiah is because He put Him there for His own purposes.

Having said that, God goes on to give the most amazing invitation found in the Bible here in verse 3.  We all know this verse.  We’re going to break it up into six sections.  “Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.”
Today I want to us remember five things:

· The Privilege of prayer

· The Priority of prayer

· The Promise of prayer
· The Prize of prayer

· The Place of prayer

There are many invitations in the Bible.  God says “Come unto me…”

The Amazing Taste of Popcorn
When I was a kid, I would forget about how good popcorn tasted, until while walking through the Mall, I would smell the aroma from the popcorn shop.  That aroma was a personal invitation to go in there and buy the popcorn they were selling.  That popcorn was irresistible.  

That’s what this verse is.  God gives us the aroma of pleasure found in Him.  He whets our appetite for Him.  We need the invitation of that aroma.  We need that reminder!  He says “Call unto me”!  What an invitation!  

I. First we see the great Privilege of praying.   God give us an awesome invitation. He says, “Call unto me”.  

A. This privilege comes from a Powerful God—a Great and Mighty God!  
It is a privilege that the great God of the universe would look down to little tiny insignificant people like you and me and make this kind of an invitation. He says “I want you to ‘call unto Me’”!  It is something that education cannot answer for me—why in the world would God ever be interested in me?

It wouldn’t make any difference to God if I was around except for one thing.  He created me for this privilege.  He created the sun and stars to shine.  He created the clouds to rain.   He created the fish to swim.  He created the bees to swarm, and He created you and me to pray.  He’s formed me and He’s established me.  He’s my Maker.  He’s saved me to be a prayer warrior.  It is as natural for a Christian to pray as it is for a human being to take air into his lungs!  And that great big holy and righteous God calls on little tiny creatures like you and me, and He give us this amazing invitation.  He says “Call unto me”. It’s why we were created!

II. I want you to see the Priority of Prayer.  We ought to make prayer a priority because it is commanded by God here in this passage.  The God of the universe is issuing this directive: “Call unto me”!  

Jesus said it this way: Luke 18:1, “Men ought always to pray and not to faint”.

A. The commands to pray are constant in the Bible.  It’s every where.  Not only do we read that we should “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) but the Bible without ceasing tells us to pray.

· Isaiah 55:6 , “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near”.

· Matthew 7:7, “Ask and it shall be given unto you…”

· Mark 14:38, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

· Colossians 4:2 , “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving”.
· We are told to “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16 ).  And which one of you here is not in need at this very moment?  

B. We need a command because our flesh is weak, and in our flesh we would almost rather do anything else rather than pray.  
· “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is [ALL TO OFTEN] weak” (Matthew 26:41).  Your physical nature is always in opposition to God’s will unless it is actively crucified.  
· “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.”! (John 6:63 ).  We must obey this command and deny our flesh!
Our flesh will agree to minutes for Christ if you give it hours for the world.  This is why the Bible commands us to deny ourselves.  This is why we even need a command to “call unto” God.  It seems strange, but our flesh often blinds us temporarily, and we find ourselves sleeping through our spiritual life.  The act which God commands ought to be our greatest happiness!  Our flesh makes us forget that the highest pleasures of humanity are found in the presence of God, and God knows that our flesh erases our spiritual memory banks.  

Transition:  But now I want to show you something better than the invitation of prayer.  Here in Jeremiah 33:3, we find something even better than an invitation.  We have the certification of prayer.  God personally certifies that He will answer prayer.
III. Now let us look at God’s Promise in prayer.  
“I will answer you”.  This promise is not from another human being.  If it were, it would be no good.  This promise is from the God of the universe who NEVER lies.  Listen to His guarantee.  If you do this I will do that.  If you “Call unto me…I will answer you”.  What an awesome guarantee, what an awesome promise: he says, “I will [NOT MIGHT] answer you”.  

It doesn’t get plainer than that.  He said “Call unto me…I will answer you”.  Now do we believe that?  Do we believe that God not only hears our prayers but also answers them?  

Jeremiah 33:3 (ESV) — “Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.”

IV. The Prize of Prayer.

The prize of prayer is not the thing we ask for, but our communion with God Himself, and the deep abiding joy that we have in knowing Him.  Now the deep pleasures of prayer are naturally hidden.  To have the “joy unspeakable and full of glory” you must pursue it.   I’m going to show you that this verse teaches that the great and mighty and hidden things of God, i.e., the higher ground illuminated by the Holy Spirit can only be found through persevering prayer.  There are many things that we learn about God that we can only learn in prevailing prayer.  We are going to learn that right now.  This is a doctrine in the Bible called “spiritual illumination”.  

We read in Jeremiah 33:3, “Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.”  Prayer brings great hidden things to light, things only revealed through spiritual illumination.  And there are many things that we do not know because we do not pray.  Prayer gives us what we lack, and that is spiritual illumination.  I want to show you this from this verse in the OT, and then I want you to see Paul’s extended treatment of it in the NT.

Hebrew Definition

Let’s look at the Old Testament Hebrew Definition.  The phrase “hidden things”—literally means “fortified” things, things that are hidden or protected behind a wall.  Essentially, God says, call unto me, and I will open things up to you which were closed before—I will illuminate spiritually blinded or dull eyes.

Clarification

We all agree that the Bible is of no private interpretation.  There is no new revelation.  Spiritual illumination is not new revelation.  There is no new truth.  But as you get closer to God you will see truth clearer.  The more you pray there is a higher level of commitment to and conviction of the truth.    The more I have gotten to know God in prayer, the more His truth has burned in my heart.  In prayer God will unlock to you the “golden nuggets” of the Scripture and make that Scripture applicable to all of life.  And what you thought was not so clear in the Bible before will become clearer and clearer.  

But there are many things about God and His Word that we cannot grasp because we lack the power and presence and illumination of the Holy Spirit.  We may know many things intellectually of God, but there are many things we do not know experientially and spiritually of God.  You can study your Bible all day long and not learn anything life changing about God.  But when you get on you knees, those truths take on a whole new level of urgency and conviction! 

The Problem: We Won’t Take Time to Listen to God

Israel had this same problem.  We see this in Psalm 81:8-16, “Hear, O my people, while I admonish you!  O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 9  There shall be no strange god among you;  you shall not bow down to a foreign god. 10  I am the LORD your God,  who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.  Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 11 “But my people did not listen to my voice;  Israel would not submit to me. 12  So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts,  to follow their own counsels. 13  Oh, that my people would listen to me,  that Israel would walk in my ways! 14  I would soon subdue their enemies  and turn my hand against their foes. 15  Those who hate the LORD would cringe toward him,  and their fate would last forever. 16  But he would feed you with the finest of the wheat,  and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.”

God Love Surprises

God has so many hidden things for you, but you must seek Him in prayer!  God loves surprises!

Learning new things is exciting!  Have you ever seen a new believer?  They’re constantly learning, learning, learning.  There hearts are constantly burning within them as they walk with Jesus.  How long has it been since your heart burned in you?  If you are not learning, it is almost definitely a result of a lack of prayer.

We read in Jeremiah 33:3, “Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.”  
V. The Place of Prayer.

“Call unto Me!”, God says.  But Jeremiah was in a prison.  He’s in the dungeon.  

Spiritual illumination takes place where ever and when ever you are communing with the Spirit.  And God says to Jeremiah, I know you’re in a jail cell, and you’re going to need to commune with me.  “Call unto me”.  

Jeremiah is in Prison

Remember Jeremiah is in prison here.  And he’s got more prison time even after this year of imprisonment.  From the dungeon he went to the king’s jail.  From the king’s jail he’s going into the muck and mess of the broken cistern—chained in a broken water tank! 

Now sometimes we don’t know our own needs, and it takes hard times in our life to squeeze those prayers out of us.  

Jail Cells – John  Bunyan

Jail cells have been places of great prayer and spiritual illumination.  John Bunyan spent 18 years in a damp and dirty prison cell in Bristol England.  Out of it came many prayers and also many books.  One best know is “Pilgrim’s Progress”. 

But many times God has to slow us down with sickness or tragic circumstances, unfair and unjust circumstances.  That’s all ok.  God is the judge.  But we all have our dark dungeons of life, and God says—that’s a great place for spiritual illumination.  

Susanna Wesley

Let me tell you about Susanna Wesley.  She knew how to make time and  how to find a place for prayer.  She had 19 children!  To say that she was a busy woman would be an understatement.  When she needed time with God, she would sit in a chair and throw her apron over her head.  Her children knew not to disturb her during her prayer time.  We’re told that she seldom spent less than an hour each day in prayer.  Her sons John and Charles Wesley founded the Methodist church and wrote many of the hymns that are still sung by Christians throughout the world.  

John, her fifteenth child, said this about his mother: “I learned more about Christianity from my mother than from all the theologians in England.”  What an encouragement to any of us who think we are too busy to find time to pray!   

I love what one old saint of God said about Jeremiah’s praying in this very uncomfortable place.  He said, “No confinement can deprive God's people of his presence; no locks nor bars can shut out his gracious visits; nay, oftentimes as their afflictions abound their consolations much more abound, and they have the most reviving communications of his favour when the world frowns upon them. Paul's sweetest epistles were those that bore date out of a prison” (Matthew Henry).  So find a place where you can be undistracted and uninterrupted from God’s presence.

Conclusion:  You see, our problem is not that we ask too much from God, but that we ask too little.  We ask for much too little from our great and awesome God.  God created the worlds.  He says “Call unto me and I will answer you”!  Do you believe that?  God ALWAYS answers!  He never sleeps or slumbers.  He’s never on a vacation!  There is no reluctance in God to give us anything!!  Call unto Him and He will answer!!

� Zedekiah, the last of the kings of Judah before the captivity is on the throne.  Jeremiah 37 and 38 tells us about how Jeremiah was thrown into prison.  He went from a dungeon to a jail cell in the king’s palace, to a broken musty, probably disease infested cistern (water tank).   








