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Introduction: 

Introduction:  Open your Bibles to the book of James chapter 1.  In verse 21, James says something important: “receive with meekness the implanted word”.  How do we do that?
Let’s read in James 1:21–25 (ESV), “Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.”
I. First we have to READY ourselves for the Word.  Verse 21a, “put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness,”  

A. Be careful about sin.
Illustration:  A couple years ago I smelled something in the car.  I found out when I unloaded the groceries from my car the other day for my wife, I left a packet of butter underneath the back seat.  It went rancid.  I got in the car yesterday, and I thought I had something on my shoes.  I looked every where to find the smell.

B. Be zealous about sin.  
Once we find sin we are to be zealous about getting it out of our lives.  James says “lay apart all filthiness”.   The word has to do with putting off dirty clothing.  Think of jumping into a muddy mire that stinks with raw sewage.  Be zealous to get the rags of sin out of your life!

C. Examine yourself for sin in every area.  
Christians are eager to put a halt to sinful habit.  That’s what “superfluity of naughtiness” is.  Augustus Strong says this might be referring to “the wickedness remaining over in a Christian from his state prior to conversion” (Strongs).  There were sinful ways of thinking and acting you had before you were saved.  Lustful thoughts, bitterness, lying, getting hurt easily, cutting sarcasm.  Superfluity means a remaining habit, the residue of remaining sin.  You need to be eager to lay apart the old man and his deeds.  Find it.  Scope it out.  Search your heart and lay it all aside!

II. RECEIVE the Word.  How can we do that??  Verse 21b tells us that as Christians we “receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.”  
A. Receive the Word of God with meekness.  “Receive with meekness the implanted word”.  
Your attitude matters.  Receive the Word meekly and humbly like a little child.
What is meekness?  It is a yieldedness and brokenness of spirit.  We need to have a teachable spirit.  “To day if ye will hear his voice, 8  Harden not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:7).  Have a soft, tender, moldable heart.  Receive the Word of God by   yielding the control of your life to the power and conviction of the Word of God.  
Be ready to change where God wants you to change!
B. Believe the Word can transform your life.  
The word is able to “save your soul”.  The idea here is sanctification.  This is a delivering of your soul from the slavery of sin.  The word here and now is able to deliver us from our sin.  God is bringing you into conformity to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29).  You are “transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2).  This renewing of the mind is the sanctification and salvation of the soul.  This is the fruit bearing we are talking about!  You are bearing the signs and evidences of a transformed life! 

 

III. APPLY God’s Word.

Verse 22, James warns us “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”  The idea here is that we don’t just superficially know the Word of God, but, like a seed that has gone into the ground, it has opened up into our lives and it over takes us.  
A. God’s Word when applied always makes you holier.  It always produces faith and obedience and blessing.

Obedience, application and doing of God’s Word is the result of wisely applying God’s Word to your life.  Ask God for wisdom and he will give it to you, but you have to ask IN FAITH.

Jesus asked in Luke 6:46, “why do you call me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”  Simply listening to the Word of God is not enough.  We must respond in obedience.  We must be submitted to Christ.

If you are a saved person, you will be bearing the fruit of responding always to God’s Word, submitting to it, letting the Lord have His way always in your life.  I’m not making this up.  Jesus Himself said, speaking of the Last Judgment in Matthew 7:21, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that DOETH the will of my Father which is in heaven.”

In the Psalm 1 when David describes the “blessed man” who meditates in the law of the Lord “day and night” will be fruitful, “like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he DOES shall prosper.”

B. God’s Word when read but NOT applied will make you harder!

The hearer only of God’s Word thinks his sincerity is enough.  Yet he is a hypocrite.  James gives us a very good illustration to make sure we understand what he is saying in verses 22-24, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.”
Conclusion: Be careful to study the Word carefully and sincerely, or it will have the opposite effect on you.
