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Introduction: Open your Bibles to Hebrews.  We are considering “Joining Jesus in Prayer”.

I want to see Jesus’ will completed on earth as in Heaven.  (Mat 6). This is how Jesus taught us to pray.
We are called to join Jesus Christ in prayer.  He is our great high priest.  

Spurgeon said, “Jesus has sent His church into the world on the same errand upon which He Himself came, and this mission includes intercession. What if I say that the church is the world’s priest?”

I. The Invitation for Joining Jesus
Jesus invites us all to join in his priestly intercession so that a mighty flood of prayer will ascend to the Father’s throne.

Join Jesus in Intercession

Jesus promised: Matthew 18:19 (ESV), “Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.”

Joining Jesus in intercession requires that we ask the Spirit to reveal how he wants us to pray. It requires that we ask him to place a burden on our hearts to see God’s desires fulfilled. When we bend ourselves to God in this way, we open our hearts to his grace and revelation, for at the core of all intercession is the Holy Spirit, praying for the church.

How wonderful to experience the Holy Spirit uniting us with Jesus as he intercedes for his people! What a privilege! As we are raised in Christ Jesus beyond the limits of our natural power, our prayer will be lifted higher.

II. Considering Joining Christ

Jesus as Priest Continually Prays for Us. One other priestly function in the Old Testament was to pray on behalf of the people. The author of Hebrews tells us that Jesus also fulfills this function: “He is able for all time to save those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). Paul affirms the same point when he says Christ Jesus is the one “who indeed intercedes for us” (Rom. 8:34).

Louis Berkhof says:

It is a consoling thought that Christ is praying for us, even when we are negligent in our prayer life; that He is presenting to the Father those spiritual needs which were not present to our minds and which we often neglect to include in our prayers; and that He prays for our protection against the dangers of which we are not even conscious, and against the enemies which threaten us, though we do not notice it. He is praying that our faith may not cease, and that we may come out victoriously in the end.

Hebrews 7:23–27 (ESV), “The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.  26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.”
Hebrews 4:10–16 (ESV), “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV), “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus”. 

Romans 8:31-34 (ESV), “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.”
Consider that we are the Body of Christ.  We are His hands and feet and mouth on earth.  We are here to do His will.

III. The Requirement for Joining Jesus

· 1 John 3:22 (ESV), “…whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.”

· Proverbs 15:29 (ESV), “The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous.”

· 1 John 5:14-15, “And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.”

How should we join Jesus in prayer?

Hebrews 5:7 (ESV), “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.”

The point is 

· we ought to pray with Christ, 

· we ought to pray like Christ, and 

· we ought to be confident that Christ prays for us!

Conclusion: Consider the words of Robert Murray M’Cheyne
If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next room, I would not fear a million enemies. Yet distance makes no difference. He is praying for me.

Let us pray with this fervency!  

When we consider Christ’s praying we can now understand what James says:

James 5:16, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

Let me close with a quote from Leonard Ravenhill who used to spend up to 8 hours in prayer a day.

“To be much for God, we must be much with God. Jesus, that lone figure in the wilderness, knew strong crying, along with tears. Can one be moved with compassion and not know tears? Jeremiah was a sobbing saint. Jesus wept! So did Paul. So did John. Though there are some tearful intercessors behind the scenes, I grant you that to our modern Christianity, praying is foreign.”
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