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Introduction: Turn to James 5:16.  Last week we talked about “Prevailing Prayer”.  We must not be wearing in well doing in our prayers.  Jesus said that his people ought always to pray and not to faint.  We ought to ask and keep asking, seek and keep seeking, knock and keep knocking until God opens the door to His perfect will.  
We are talking about tonight is “Passionate Prayer”.  It really describes the attitude of prayer.  This kind of passionate, fervent prayer in the Scriptures is called “supplication”.    

I. Passionate Prayer is Defined in the Scriptures (James 5:16).
Let’s define it first. THE APOSTLE JAMES tells us…

· James 5:16, (KJV) — “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”

· James 5:16 (ESV) — “The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working [affectionately energized].”
· James 5:16 (HCSB) — “The intense prayer of the righteous is very powerful.”

A. It is hard working – effectual.  It takes an effort on your part.  It takes all your energy to focus.  The word effectual is (energéō;) – intense work.

Someone said, “the greatest work you will ever do is on your knees”.

B. It is fervent – the idea is intense or affectionate. 
The author of the famous book written anonymously called The Kneeling Christian said, “Prayer is measured, not by time, but by intensity.”

I want to focus on the promise tonight of effectual, intense, affectionate prayer to God.  
C. It is very powerful.  The Word promises that it avails much.  
Our fervency is not speaking so much of emotion, but of affection.  – Of our deep love from a heart that has been changed.  God wants our affections in prayer.  

JOHN BUNYAN said this:

Prayer is the sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring out of the heart or soul to God through Christ in the strength and assistance of the Holy Spirit, for such things as God hath promised, or according to the Word for the good of the church, with submission and faith to the will of God. 

What this tells us is that the foundation of prayer is more about the affection of the heart than it is about the words of the mouth.

· Believers are commanded to supplicate.  What does it mean to supplicate?  It means to sincerely and earnestly pour out your heart to God.  The idea is simply to be supple in prayer – readily, sincerely, and earnestly adaptable to God’s will.  Earnestly desiring for God to conform you to Him. Supplication is not us changing God, but God changing us.

Affections and Motives in Prayer
Our affections vary, but we are godly affections are always full of faith, and joy that we are asking for God’s will.  
· We want God’s nearness. We call that fellowship.  we need God’s face to shine us.  Psalm 145:18 (ESV) — “The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.”  We need to experience God’s presence – His cleansing, being right with Him.

· Sincerity is an absolute necessity in prayer.  Jesus condemned those who were not sincerely engaged in devotion to Him.  He said in Matthew 15:8 (ESV) — “This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me”. We want to experience His love, His grace, His compassion. We feel alone and desolate, so we pray because we want to experience God’s presence.  
SPURGEON said, “Only the prayer which comes from our heart can get to God’s heart”.
· Humility and brokenness sometimes drive our prayers.  Jesus said “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3, ESV).  Augustine expressed it well: “The best disposition for praying is that of being desolate, forsaken, stripped of everything”.
  
· Joy is a great motivator for prayer.  “The joy of the Lord is our strength.” Adoration and praise and just thanking God for His goodness is quite empowering to the affections.  “O taste and see that the Lord is good!”
· Pray in humility, in power, in the presence of God.  Be supple to Him.  This kind of prayer is literally called “supplication”.  Supplication always has reference to an urgency in prayer which is the result of a genuinely burdened heart.  

The word supplication means “to desire.”  It means “a wanting, a need, an asking, a devotion, an entreaty.”  
Speaking of the apostles and other eye witnesses of the resurrection of Christ we see that after Christ ascended we find what they were doing in Acts 1: 14 (ESV) —“All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.”  The concept of devotion, or affection is given here.  There is an urgency and intensity in prayer that is vital.
“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy” (Psalm 126:5).
Are your affections moved when you pray?  Are you working hard with intensity to call on God for His will?
II. Passionate Prayer is Demanded throughout the Scriptures  (Eph. 6:18; Phil. 4:6; 1 Tim. 2:1).
The prayer of supplication is not optional.  
Ephesians 6:18 (ESV) —“praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints”.
Philippians 4:6 (ESV) — “do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.”
1 Timothy 2:1 (ESV) — “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people.”
If we are not sufficiently burdened to offer a genuine prayer of supplication, our hearts are far short of the New Testament norm.  We don’t want the 21st century norm; we want 1st century Christianity.  Pour out your hearts to God tonight.
III. Passionate Prayer is Demonstrated in Scripture (Jms. 5:16; Heb. 5:7; Eph. 3:20-21).
James says, “James 5:16, (KJV) — “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”  It accomplishes much.  What exactly does prayer accomplish?

In every context where the word for supplication is found, there is always a burdened heart.

A. The Lord Jesus (Heb. 5:7).
Hebrews 5:7 (ESV) — “In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.”
This verse obviously describes our Lord's Gethsemane experience.  Both words for supplication are used to indicate the heightened passion of the occasion.  If ever a heart was burdened beyond human endurance it was the heart of Christ that night.  Had there not appeared an angel to strengthen Him in answer to this prayer, He would not have survived physically. His trauma was so great that His sweat became “as it were great drops of blood” (Luke 22:44).
The kind of prayer that prevails at the throne of God is not a generic mouthing of meaningless phrases.  Fervent supplication is the overflow of a burdened heart.  If you lack the burden, you ought to ask for it.  You will never supplicate without it!
B. Elijah (Jms. 5:16-18).
James 5:16–18 (ESV) —“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.”

C. God’s Promise (Eph. 3:20-21).

Ephesians 3:20–21 (ESV) — “Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”
Listen, God answers prayer.  But more than your words, He wants your heart!
Conclusion:  It is a profound encouragement to realize that God is ready to hear the passionate prayers of His children. Let our hearts be burdened and carry us to the throne of grace.  And let us understand that this kind of prayer “availeth much”!  James 5:16 "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."
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