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Transition:  So we’ve looked at Public prayer and Private prayer.     

I. The third form of prayer is Purifying or Pardoning prayer (Psalm 51). 

God desires our obedience, not our sacrifice.  A broken, repentant, contrite heart is a wonderful sacrifice to give to God, but God would much rather have your heartfelt obedience and your sacrifices of righteous living!  1 Samuel 15:22, “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.”  It is sweet and refreshing to know that God will pardon our sins.  Psalm 130:3 asks ‘If God should “mark iniquities… who shall stand?”’

Purifying prayer is the prayer of a broken and a contrite heart.  It is coming to see God as awesome in His holiness, and seeing as good and beautiful what God sees as good and beautiful, and despising what God despises—a turning away from sin—repentance.  

In an age that has little concern for sin, it is no wonder that there is little emphasis upon repentance.  A Christian is given the illumination by the Spirit of holiness to recognize the horror of sin which compels us as believers to constant repentance.  
A. The Scriptures confirm that this is the Consistent Experience of a true child of God.
Repentance is not a single experience that begins and ends at conversion. Repentance is a continuing necessity in the life of every believer.

James 5:16, “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”
1 John 1:8, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”
1 John 1:9-2:2, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.”
Neglect of this aspect of prayer is sufficient in itself to render all other forms of prayer useless.  “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me” (Psalm 66:18).
B. We have a Convicting Example of that broken heart for sin in Psalm 51 in the life of David.  Turn there if you would.
This great prayer of repentance was offered by David after his sins of adultery, deceit, and murder.  He had taken Uriah's wife and attempted to cover his sin by bringing Uriah back to be stay overnight with his wife.  When Uriah because of his loyalty to the war being waged Uriah refused the comforts of his wife, David sent Uriah back to battle with his own death warrant in his hand.  Then David took Uriah's wife to be his own wife.  When confronted by Nathan the prophet David's heart was broken.  This Psalm is the outpouring of his repentant heart.  
What do we see in this purifying, pardoning prayer?  
1. In repentant prayer, there is a Receiving of God’s mercy.

Psalm 51:1, “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.”

The believer with a broken heart over sin makes no claims on God’s fairness or justice.  If we got what we deserved we’d all get the Lake of Fire.  No child of God ever talks about fairness.  We plead for mercy.  You know that God alone is the source of mercy.  We have nothing to offer God.  God does not love us because of anything in us.  None of us is impressive to God.  

2. In repentant prayer, there is a also Renewal of conscience. David says in verse 2, “Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.”  What he’s talking about is the defilement of his conscience.  When we sin, our integrity is compromised.  God alone is able to give us the assurance that He himself has done what is necessary to meet the requirement that is under the law so that we can get relief from our defiled conscience.

God Himself has done what was necessary to meet the requirement of justice.  It is not easy to remove your sin.  It takes God dying in your place.  We see this with the reference to hyssop in verses 6-7:

Psalm 51:6-7, “Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.”

What is hyssop?  “David’s mind goes to the original Passover, when the firstborn of Egypt were stricken dead and the houses of Israel that had blood on the door frames, were passed over.  What does that have to do with David’s request?  Here it is: God directed the Israelites to take a branch of hyssop and dip it in blood and paint the door frames with it.”

Hebrews 9:22, “without shedding of blood is no remission.”
David never sang this great old hymn, but I believe we may sing it with him in heaven:

What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Refrain

Oh! precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Only God through the blood sacrifice of Christ can cleanse the heart of sin. Good deeds cannot atone for bad deeds.  Church membership and attendance will never satisfy the wrath of a provoked and incensed God.  No man can remove the stain of sin from the conscience.  No man can remove the fact of sin from the record book of God.  Sin can indeed be cleansed, but only by God.  

And as 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  God Himself must cleanse us as we look in faith to our Substitute.
3. Thirdly, in repentant prayer, there is a Responsibility for guilt.
Psalm 51:3, “For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.”
There can be no repentance apart from honestly facing personal guilt.  It is not that we simply feel guilty.  

We may feel guilty, but guilt is a fact more than it is a feeling.

We have committed crimes of sin against the God of heaven.  You may not think your sin is that bad.  A person who lies and gets away with it can feel pretty good about himself.  But the person caught in a lie feels awful.  

A person who is truly repentant has been caught in his sin by God.  So then, one who is truly repentant takes full responsibility to own his sin.  Mark my words, a person who makes excuses for his sin or excuses himself because of the sins of others knows nothing of repentance.  
The most important words a believer can utter are the words, ‘I HAVE SINNED!’
4. Fourthly, in repentant prayer, there is always a great Regard for God’s awesome holiness.
Psalm 51:4, “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest”. 
Sin is an offense to the holiness of God and therefore ALL sin is ultimately against God.  David could have listed any number of people against whom he had sinned in this situation. Those people should receive at the very least a sincere asking of forgiveness, but repentance offered to men without repentance before God are hollow and hypocritical.

The primary reason for the lax attitude toward sin in this generation is a general lack of appreciation for the holiness of God.  This generation of professing Christians would say, “if any man be in Christ…” he is kind of, sort of a new creation, and the old is passing away at least for those who are not carnal Christians.  What a sad state we are in.  We have a generation of professing Christians who have no idea of the crimes they’ve committed against God’s great holiness.  In contrast, every genuine Christian sees the horror of his sin against God and is guaranteed to be made holy in a progressive way.  This occurs because every true Christian is arrested by the Holy Spirit of God that all sin is against a holy God. 

· Every genuine believer therefore rejects sin and pursues “holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).  
· God has “chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love” (Ephesians 1:4).  How is this possible?  How can a human being live a holy life?  Not on his own that’s for sure.  Self righteousness is filthy rags!  
· We must look “unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 1:24).  
· We must be “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).
A true understanding of God’s awesome holiness breeds the horrific realization that all my sin is against God and God alone.  

5. Fifthly, in repentant prayer, there is a Recognition of our sin nature.
David says in verse 5, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me”.
The depth of sin in our life is so great that it goes back prior to our birth.  You have to recognize your own propensity to sin.  We are born sinners with a fallen nature.  We sin because it is our nature to do so.  
From our birth we are born as “enemies of God” (Romans 5:10) and are “by nature children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3).

Understanding this fact does not become an excuse for sin.  It is an incentive for repentance.  What are we so proud about?  If we could but see ourselves as the wretched, wicked, fallen creatures that we are, we would not have so much trouble humbling our hearts before God in repentance.

6. Sixth, in repentant prayer, there is a Responsiveness to God’s chastening.
Psalm 51:8-9, “Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.   Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.”
God is never arbitrary in anything He does.  The difficulties of life have rhyme and reason.  God loves you!  And “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Hebrews 12:6).  

· Some problems are tests of faith.  
· Some burdens serve to build character.  
· Some difficulties are for the purpose of testimony.  
· But you know most of our problems are the results of our sin!  God loves His children too much to allow them to stray indefinitely from the fold.  Jesus said He would never leave us nor forsake us.  When we sin and refuse the continued working of the Holy Spirit as He calls attention to our sin, we place ourselves in the position of chastisement.  
The chastening is as severe as necessary to bring us to repentance.  David is not being melodramatic when he calls attention to broken bones!  There is deep pain that he has been undergoing for this year of rebellion.  Repentance acknowledges that God is just in His chastening of us, and that our sin has occasioned our sufferings.  We wonder at the love of God that will not let us go our own way!  
7. Seventh, in repentant prayer, there is a Renewal of attitude.
Psalm 51:10, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.”  He says in verse 12, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.”
When a man is out of sorts with God, he is out of sorts with everyone; his attitude becomes as polluted as his heart.  People with a sour disposition have a sin problem.  Repentance will correct their heart problem and "renew a right spirit within."

8. Eighth, in repentant prayer, there is a Recognition of disqualification.
Psalm 51:11-13, “Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. 12  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 13  Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.”
Sin effectively negates all Christian service.  The time lived in sin is a total waste.  It can never be brought back.  A repentant person understands that you cannot serve God with a dirty heart.  You lose your joy.  Your lips of witness are sealed by a condemned heart.  You lose your ability to offer honest praise to God.  A truly repentant person will not attempt to justify himself or his position before God or man.  Until sin is dealt with and made right, all positions of leadership are forfeited.  Even if you continue in service to God, your service is abhorrent to Him.  

9. Ninth, in repentant prayer, there is a deep Remorse for sin.
Psalm 51:16-17, “For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.   17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.”
There is no pride in repentance.  Here is a humble appeal to grace.  Here are the tears of genuine remorse.  Here is a brokenness of spirit.  Anything short of this kind of surrender to God is short of genuine repentance.
If God doesn’t have our heart, then our service to Him makes Him sick.  What good are the sacrifice of Sundays and Wednesday nights if God doesn’t have your heart?  Do we bring Him maimed offerings?

Look at Isaiah 1:11-15, “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. 12  When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts? 13  Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 14  Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them. 15  And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.”
10. In purifying repentant prayer there is a Restoration of service.  

Only after restoration can service be restored.  Look at verses 14-15, “Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 15  O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise”, and then Psalm 51:18-19, “Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem.   Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.”
Now the sacrifices to God we give are sacrifices of RIGHTEOUSNESS!  They are not for sin, but because we have peace with God.  

Some people come to God in repentance and then grovel in the mud of their failure.  That is spiritual nonsense.  The purpose of repentance is to gain forgiveness and restoration in service.

Maybe you’ve come tonight as a believer and you don’t think God can forgive you.  That’s nonsense.  

The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses you from all unrighteousness!   To accept the forgiveness of God while refusing to forgive oneself  is foolishness and not spiritual in any wise.
Conclusion:  Let me close with challenging you to be restored to service and to give God the spiritual sacrifice of your life.

Romans 12:1-2, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God”
Prayer is a means of grace.  God Himself will work His will in your and through you if you will yield yourself to him.  Are you experiencing God?  If you are a Christian, you wrestle with God.  Like Jacob, you’ve had your name and your nature changed.  Do you want a deeper walk with Christ?  Are you all that God wants you to be?  You want to have the power to be the person God wants you to be? To be the employee God wants you to be?  To be the functioning member of Christ’s Body that God wants you to be?

You’ve got to wrestle with God.  Experience Him.  Know Him: publicly, privately, and in a purifying, transforming way.
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