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Jeremiah 33:3
 
Scripture and Theme: Open your Bible to the book of Jeremiah.  We’re going to meditate on Jeremiah 33:3 this morning.  The title of our study this morning is: “Putting Aside Hindrances to Prayer”.
 
Introduction:  God calls on us to pray to Him.  Look at Jeremiah 33:3, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.”
 
There is a life of interacting with the Lord, walking with Him.  There is what we are going to talk about tomorrow, the “fullness of Christ”.  In Ephesians 3:19 we see it again, that in us might dwell “all the fullness of God”.  The fullness of God is ultimately the goal of all prayer.  It is not to get stuff but to know God!  This morning we are going to talk about what hinders us from “all the fullness of God”.  

God answers prayer.  He tells us He WILL answer.  There are so many promises in the Bible that tell us God is ready to respond to our prayers.  
 
It is normal for all Christians to see daily answers to prayer.  We are to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  Jesus said, “I know that thou hearest me always” (John 11:42).  We should have a constant unbroken communion with God.  
 
So why do we pray so little?  
 
The Bible gives us a number of things that hinder us from prayer.  Essentially it is a wrong way of thinking.  Prayer is God-centered thinking and living.  Prayerlessness is Self-centered thinking and living.  God must be first.  If God is not first you will not pray. 
 
1.      So the first and most obvious hindrance is Wrong priorities—Matthew 6:33, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God…”  We are to be “redeeming the time…” (Ephesians 5:16).  It is the failure to see God as the owner of your life.  He decides your life and death! 

Seek God’s Kingdom first!
      Definition of “seek” - “search for; hunt; to look for; to make an effort to do or accomplish something; to search out.”   We are to desire God.
      Definition of “first” - “most important; foremost; preceding all others; first in time, number, rank, and value.”  So we are to desire God above ALL THINGS!
      Definition of “kingdom of God” - Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 
 
1)     What is the main thing? If God is not the main thing in your life, then you everything that you put before God will be battling you for your prayer time.
2)     Is there anything in which you have failed to put God first?  
      How about your marriage?  Is God first in your marriage?  Would you rather win an argument than please God?
      How about your job?  Would you rather squeeze an extra buck by 
      How about your finances?  I was talking to Bro. Larsen about his basement and the permits and inspections needed.  I’ve heard from various Christians that you ought to do it without the permits because then you don’t get an increase in property taxes.  Listen, shady ways of dealing with money will destroy, and put a road block on your prayer life.
      Is God first in your thought life?  Do you “meditate in His law day and night” (Psalm 1:2).  
 
 We are to seek God FIRST!  It shows hunger!  Psalm 63:1, “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;”
 
Matthew 22:37, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”
 
Your priorities ought to mirror God’s priorities.  As Hebrews 12:1 says we need to lay aside the weights of sin that easily beset us.  
 
1)     Do you listen to ungodly radio or TV programs?  Psalms 101:3, “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.”
2)     Do you read unworthy magazines that violate Philippians 4:8? “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things”.
3)     Do you partake in worldly amusements?  Love not the world!  
4)     Are you finding your happiness and fulfillment in anything that would not please Christ.  
 
Leonard Ravenhill once said that anything you put above Jesus Christ is an idol.  If something else besides God is the main thing in your life, then you are an idolater, and God will not hear idolaters.
 
God says “call unto me, and I’ll show you great and mighty things”, but you’ll NOT call on Him if you’ve got wrong priorities.  He must be first.  God will not hear idolaters.
  
2.      The second hindrance is Wrong motives. You are made for God, not Him for you!  Look at James 4:3-4, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss”.
a.      You ought not pray for anything but God’s will.  Before you pray, you must be totally convinced that God’s way is the best way, no matter what that means.  God will not listen to our prayers if we have hearts that are filled with our own selfish desires and self centered agenda and with wrong motives.  We must want HIM!!! You must put aside your agenda and pray “Not my will, but thine be done”!  God’s will be done in my marriage.  Thy will be done in my church.  God’s will be done with my boss.  With my children.  Not my will, but thine be done!
 
Look at James 4:3-4, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 4  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” 
 
b.      Prayer to be seen of men also shows wrong motives.  We must be very careful when we pray in public.  Many times my flesh tells me I sound foolish when I pray in public.  But I pray in public like I pray in the prayer closet—like a little baby.  To do otherwise is to put on a show. 
Where do you do most of your praying?  If the hours were added up, are they in public or private prayer?  Matthew 6:5-6, “And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 6  But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”  

c.      What are the right motives?
1)     We must pray wanting God’s will to be done, and for Him to reign in your life. Can you pray with the words of Matthew 6:10: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven”?
2)     We must pray wanting God to be glorified.  I Corinthians 10:31 “Whether you eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”
3)     Pray in Jesus’ name—i.e. that the will of God and the authority of Jesus as Lord would prevail.  John 15:16, “whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” What does He mean?  He’s speaking of the desire to do His will. In verse 7 He says “if you abide in me and my word abide in you, you will ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you.”  John says the same theing in 1 John 5:14, “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 15  And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.”
 
Do you want God’s will above all things and are you using Christianity and God as a utilitarian religion to make you happy?  Are you following God for what He can give you?  You ought not to pray to God for what you can get, but you ought to pray to Him and worship Him for no other reason except that He is worthy!  We need to pray with the right motives or God won’t hear us.  
 
 
3.      The second hindrance is Disobedience.  In Psalm 66:18, David says, “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me”.   Sometimes you cannot even see your own wickedness.  
a.      Spirit of prayerlessness result of disobedience.  You have a spirit of prayerlessness because of sin, but you can’t see the sin in your own life.  The Bible says in Proverbs 16:2, “All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.”
 
b.      What is the ONE thing that separates us from dynamic communion with God?  Look at Isaiah 59:1-2, “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 2  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.”
 
c.      We see it plainly in the Beatitudes.  “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8).
 
If you harbor sin, you won’t see God.  If you regard iniquity in your heart, the Lord will not hear you!  Psalm 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”
 
 
4.      A Doubting spirit, i.e. Double mindedness.  Disobedience or faithlessness in practice leads to faithlessness in prayer.  Are you faithless in prayer?  The Bible calls this doubting spirit-double mindedness.  Look over at James 1.  
 
James 1:5-8, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6  But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7  For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.”
 
Lack of faith, Doubting - Are you walking in faith? Are you doubting, when you pray?  If you are, then you should not expect that you will receive anything from your Lord.   We must ask in burning faith.  God will not hear cold, hard heart of unbelief.  We don’t believe prayer works.
 
All we need is the faith of a mustard seed, and we can move mountains.  
 
5.      A Double tongue.  James 3:8-12, “But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9  Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. 10  Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 11  Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? 12  Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.”
 
Philippians 2:14 "Do all things without murmurings and disputings. “
 
      Is there hypocrisy in your life-specifically in your words?
      Do you ever by word or deed seek to hurt someone?
      Do you gossip?
      Do you speak unkindly concerning people when they are not present?
      Do you harbor prejudice because they someone is different than you, or because they do not see everything exactly like you?
  
Conclusion:  That’s all we have time for today.  There are several more areas we will cover next month.  God says in Jeremiah 33:3, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.”  What is hindering you from answering that call?


[1] See also: 2 Corinthians 9:6-11, Galatians 6:7-10

[2] Further reading: Luke 11:5-11; Luke 18:1-8; Ephesians 6:18, Exodus 17:8-13, I Thessalonians 5:17

