We See Jesus: Death is Dead
Hebrews 2:1-18
___________________________________________

Incarnation (Hebrews 1-2)
Prepared by: Matthew S. Black

Sunday, December 21, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“The Gospel anticipates a world far different from C.S. Lewis’s Narnia, where it is “always winter, and never Christmas.” The promise of the Gospel is that it is “always Christmas.” To be “in Christ” is to enjoy each morning as a Christmas morning with the family of God, celebrating the gift of God 

around the tree of life."   - Theologian Kevin Vanhoozer
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Shepherding Groups: Please take a look at the Welcome Center for a list of Shepherding groups.  We used to call them life groups.  At any rate we want you to get to know your elders.  We have also placed those who are regular attenders in the Shepherding Groups.  Our desire is for you to get to know one another and to grow and change in Christ.

Volunteers for Wed Night Little Kids for Truth, 7pm to 8:15pm. Calling all volunteers 10 and over who are willing to serve on a rotating basis in the kids for truth room upstairs, please see Debbie Zimmer or Jill Black.  
Prayer has been requested for believers in Afghanistan, specifically for Ruth Dougherty and others who are being persecuted.

M
erry Christmas!  Please open your Bible to Hebrews 2. We are continuing a series from the Book of Hebrews entitled “Incarnation.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "We See Jesus: Death is Dead.”

Ancient Symbol of the Church: a Ship
One of the ancient symbols for the Church is a ship. This is a most fitting picture of the Church sailing the contrary seas of this world. 
It is a particularly appropriate symbol of the church to which the book of Hebrews was written, for all agree it was under stormy siege. Moreover, this church is likely a tiny house-church somewhere in Italy, possibly in or around Rome—so  we can imagine the huge waves that were poised above their little boat in the imminent persecution of the Emperor Nero. Some in the church were also in danger of being blown away from their moorings and drifting away from the truth of Christ and back into “the Dead Sea of Judaism."

We may not be under the persecution of Nero, but Nero's father the devil is persecuting each one of us each day. And like the Hebrew church in Italy, you too will drift away if you don't look to Jesus.  Fixate on Jesus! 
This is what our text says in Hebrews 2:1, " Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it." Remember what you heard about how Jesus is the God of the Old Testament.  He's the Promised Savior. 
Due North, Lake Ponchatrain
Remember last week I mentioned when I was in Louisiana we once went sailing on Lake Ponchatrain. The waves were 15 feet high.  We had just a small boat.  I got sea sick. I remember so thankful that we could all get back to dry land.  But out there on the sea in the Gulf of Mexico, you couldn’t tell in that storm which way was due north.  You had to look at the instruments in the boat.  They told you which way is due north.

Jesus is our due north in life.  When you are suffering and confused look to Him.  Worship Him! Enthone Him!  And you will never drift away!  We must pay attention!
I. You are in danger of drifting! (vs. 1-4).
Holy Scripture

Hebrews 2:1-4, " Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution,3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will."

In Danger of Drifting
With the superiority of Christ ringing in their ears, the writer explicitly sounds his warning to the harried church in 2:1–4, beginning with the words: “Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.” (v. 1). The vivid warning here uses nautical, sailing language, suggesting the image of a ship whose anchor has broken loose from the ocean floor and is dangerously drifting away.

Little Church in Italy
The context is that this is likely a little church of mainly Hebrew believers in Italy somewhere.  Nero is persecuting them.  They had become careless about their moorings in Christ. At first, in calm waters, that was not noticeable. But as the storms of opposition rose, some of them were drifting farther and farther away from Christ toward the shoals of shipwreck in their old world of Judaism.

You are in danger of drifting.  Your enemy is more fierce than Nero. 1 Peter 5:8-9, "Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world."
The Man on the Rock Wall
A well-known story imagines a devout Christian stuck on a ledge halfway down a cliff. Hundreds of feet below, the sea rages around jagged rocks. Above him is a sheer, unclimbable wall of rock. 
He prays fervently for God to rescue him. Suddenly, a huge eagle appears and invites him to climb on its back. He refuses. A little while later, a helicopter comes by, but he waves it away. Then a light aircraft circles around, offering to drop a rope ladder. Again he refuses it. He continues to pray, ‘Lord, why don’t you rescue me!’ And God answers, ‘I sent you a bird, a helicopter and a ladder; why didn’t you use them?’ 
 
It’s a silly story, of course, but it makes several important points. God does indeed answer prayer, but not always in the way we expect. God frequently acts through what seem like ‘natural’, or random, events. 
Don't Wait for the Lightning Bolt
If we wait for a lightning bolt from the blue to guide us, heal us or save us, we may miss the apparently ‘ordinary’ means that God will use – 
· a map to guide us, 
· a doctor to heal us, 
· a helicopter to rescue us. 
And (the point Hebrews wants to get across in this passage) we will look very stupid if we ignore the very thing God is doing for us on the grounds that it isn’t what we had expected or perhaps wanted.
 

God has revealed Jesus to us!  If you don't know Him personally and radically, be sure that when the hard times come, you will drift! 
Don't Neglect So Great a Salvation
Hebrews 2 is not unlike the story. God has already sent the law through angels; look what happens if people ignore that. Now: what will happen if they refuse to listen to something even more important and powerful?
Hebrews 2:2-3, "For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution,3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?"

Pay Closer attention!
God may have to conclude that they really aren’t interested in being rescued, in being saved from the sin and injustice which rages around them like an angry sea! That’s why often in the book of Hebrews the author insists not just that Christians must stick with what they’ve got, rather than abandoning it, but also that they must pay closer attention, must go deeper into the truth and life which is theirs because they belong to the Messiah. 

*****If you don't pay close attention to your walk with Jesus, you are going to drift! *****
Hebrews 2:1, " Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it."
Remember the words Jesus says to the ostensibly healthy Ephesian church, “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love” (Revelation 2:4).
 We are all in desperate danger of drifting.
The Slow Drift
A slow drift, given enough time, will carry you to another continent and its dark uncharted waters.

There is also the tide of familiarity with the truth. It is natural for us to come to regard the familiar as commonplace. Your first tour of the Sears Tower will leave you dazzled: going up to the 103rd floor, standing on "the Ledge" and looking down, going to the Bean in city. But it won't be quite so fascinating on your twentieth tour. 
Bored Tourists
The initial venture into the mysteries of Christ will leave us exhilarated. But with the repeated journeys, some become bored tourists. Granted, some find joy in their familiarity with the mysteries of Christ. But familiarity has both danger and its reward. It depends on us.

THE DRIFT OF BUSYNESS
Armand Hammer
There is the danger of busyness too. Some of us are not bored, we are busy! I think of Armand Hammer. He was a man who works for Occidental Petroleum. It was said that he never took a day off of work.  He was willing to deny himself for what was to him the almighty dollar.
Eaten Alive by 1000 Piranhas
We who in the twenty first century are busy people.  Our busyness is such that each of us feels like we are being eaten alive by a thousand piranhas. 

The Tyranny of a Snowflake
A snowflake is a tiny thing, but when the air is full of them, they can bury us. Even so, the thousand cares of each day can insulate us from the stupendous excellencies of Christ, causing us to begin a deadly drift.

Don't let busyness and the cares of this life pry you lose from Christ! 
Already Loose from the Anchor!
Some of you may already be loose and drifting from Christ and you don't know it.  You are like the anchor that has long been loosed, and when the winds come, your eternal soul is suddenly on the rocks and shipwrecked. 
No wonder, then, that the warning is a powerfully phrased command that should be read with an exclamation point: “We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away”!

The Anchor of God's Word
To use the metaphor of verse 1, God’s Word is the anchor that secures our salvation, and it is the rudder by which we safely steer the ship of our souls. As pilgrims sojourning through an alien and dying world. In sum, we need to “pay closer attention” to the message of God’s Word. It is like a firm anchor to hold us fast in salvation, like a compass to guide us safely. 

This is a principle emphasized by Jesus himself. “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,” he said, “and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32–33). Praying to his Father on the night of his arrest, Jesus made it one of his chief requests that God’s Word would lead his people to holiness: “Sanctify them in the truth,” he prayed. “Your word is truth” (John 17:17).

The Dangerous Sea
The picture Hebrews uses in the first verse, indeed, may be echoing the idea of a dangerous sea: ‘in case we drift away from’ what we heard. Imagine being in a little motorboat, some way out from shore, needing to find your way along the coast to the right harbor. You need to keep the engine running and a firm hand on the ships steering wheel (tiller). If you don’t, there is no guarantee that you will drift in the right direction, and every probability that you will drift in the wrong one – perhaps smashing into a rocky shore, or thrust out into the wild ocean where you can’t see land any more. 
This is a warning all Christians need, perhaps especially those who have grown up in a Christian family or as part of a regular church community. It’s all too easy to suppose that we can take the pressure off, and allow other people to do the praying, the thinking, the serious business; we’ll go along for the ride, we’ll stop putting so much effort into it, we’ll go with the flow.

The True Miracle
If you put effort into walking with Christ, there is a true miracle that will happen in your life.  The salvation of Christ was attested to and confirmed by many miracles.  Look at Hebrews 2:3-4, "how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will."

The writer of Hebrews says God attested to the gospel in the apostolic age by signs and wonders and miracles. We are not to go seeking after signs and wonders, but there is a miracle that happens today in the lives of those who hold fast to the message of God’s Word. It is the miracle of a changed life—a changed mind and a changed heart, changed attitudes and changed behaviors—changed into the likeness of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.

We Cannot Ignore This Salvation!
So now we see the whole point: If the word of the Law that was mediated by angels was so binding that every infraction was punished (even though it was just a faint image of Christ), then how much more accountable are those who have the word of salvation direct from Christ’s lips, plus the confirmation of eyewitnesses, plus the testimony of miracles, signs, wonders and gifts. Thus, the weighty question of our text, “How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?”
 The answer? You will not escape.  You must respond.  Don't drift!  Give yourself completely to Christ at this moment!! Don't do it for your parents. Don't wait for an emotional experience. Trust Christ now!
II. Look to Jesus (vs. 5-9).
Look to the Mess You've Made!! 
In and of ourselves, we are prone to drift even more into sin, so we must look to Jesus. Heb. 2:5 gives us a reason we ought to look to Jesus Christ.   It is because He is more than an angel.  “For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come." God subjected the world to come to One who is far more than an angel.  Man lost dominion, but Christ clearly gained it back on man's behalf.  

Hebrews 2:5-9a, " For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere,

“What is man, that you are mindful of him,
    or the son of man, that you care for him?
7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
    you have crowned him with glory and honor,
8     putting everything in subjection under his feet.
9     But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus,”
What is man that God would be mindful of him?  He's messed everything up!  Who would rescue sinful rebellious man?
Big Leroy
I used to love going to Wilmington Illinois during the summers in my childhood.  I hated the heat of Louisiana, and I would spend several weeks with a close friend of the family on a farm. There lived my best friend Ralphie John Castine, his big brother Leroy and their mom.  

Once I thought I would climb a tree, and I got too far up and realized I was afraid of heights.  That’s not a good time to find that out. I was PARALIZED! I yelled to my twin sister and Ralphie John to help me.  They were at the bottom of the tree. They couldn’t

They called Big Leroy.  For Big Leroy, he could use 3 or 4 big climbing steps and get to where I was. I saw Leroy and I knew I was safe.
Some of you here today have become paralyzed on the tree of your life.  You’ve ignored how far away from safety you are.  But now you have woken up and you know death is coming.  You know you need help.  

You need to look to Jesus Christ! We see Him who was made a little lower than the angels to rescue you! 
Look to the One Who Will Soon Rule the World 
Look at yourself.  You have lost control. Satan is wreaking havoc in your life. He's taking down family members and friends.  Look at yourself!  Now look to Jesus!  Someone greater than angels is going to rule the world very soon!   Hebrews 2:5-8, " For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking..."
Look to the One Who Takes Back Dominion 
We have lost dominion of the earth.  It is seen by our daily sinful choices. In Hebrews 2:5 the writer looks forward to the time when Christ reigns as the God man!  The world will be consummated and subjected to Christ.  Very soon Christ will take all dominion back to Himself. He writes, “For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking” (Heb. 2:5).
Looking to the Sovereign King!
The "world to come” is the time when Christ’s lordship will be consummated over all, when all the promises and prophecies of blessing are fulfilled in his final reign. In one sense that consummation has already been secured, as Christ now reigns at God’s right hand. This is what Jesus emphasized prior to his ascension, as the basis for the Great Commission: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matt. 28:18). He is in control of his spiritual kingdom and reigns now over the world, and especially in the lives of those who call him Lord.

But one day Jesus is coming back to give dominion to the redeemed human race who seem so low right now. 

From Dust to Glory
Hebrews 2 is the story of man's redemption: from dust to glory! It is the story of Fall, Redemption, Glorification!  

. 6 It has been testified somewhere,

Heb. 2:6-7, quoting Psalm 8:5-6 says, "What is man, that you are mindful of him,
    or the son of man, that you care for him?
7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
    you have crowned him with glory and honor,"

What is Man? He will be Crowned with Glory and Honor!
In Genesis 1 and 2, Adam and Eve are given charge and dominion of the garden and the animals and the whole earth. This role, though corrupted in all sorts of ways through the ‘fall’ in Genesis 3, is reaffirmed in Psalm 8, from which Hebrews now quotes. 
What are human beings? asks the Psalm. Why does God treat them in such a special way, when they are so obviously small and insignificant in terms of the wider creation? The answer is mysterious and powerful: humans seem at the moment to be lower than the angels, a lesser order of beings, but God intends that they should become the world’s true governors. That’s what being ‘crowned with glory and honor’ means. 

The redeemed in Christ are "crowned with glory and honor" right now!  We are seated in the heavenly places.  We are simply awaiting the time when we will take back the earth's rule and dominion from the wicked one. 

Captivity and Glory
Here, then, is the situation: Christ is presently reigning over his new kingdom and new humanity, yet at the same time the readers of this epistle, like us, find themselves still subject to the conditions of the old reality. They are being persecuted.  So it was for the readers of Psalm 8.
 The readers of Psalm may have been those returning from captivity.  They were made low.  Yet their hope was to go from captivity to kingdom!  Like Joseph of old, we as mankind go from prison to palace through Jesus!  As the children's song goes: "I once was lost in sin, until the Savior came in!" We go from chains to gains in Christ! We were shackled and shamed, but now we reign because Jesus has crowned us with glory and honor by giving us dominion over the world again.
Dominion Lost
Ah, but there is an obvious problem!  "at present we do not yet see everything in subjection to man."

We see how thorough mankind’s dominion was in the first part of Verse 8b: “Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control.” Such was the lordship man was given over all the creation. 
Yet, the writer points out, this is not the situation we currently enjoy: Heb. 2:8c: “At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him.” Here is a statement of the problem of our race—the problem of dominion lost. What God intended for man in creation is not what we see at present.

The Big Problem: Humans are Causing Chaos, NOT Ruling! 
Here is the problem with Psalm 8: humans are not ruling the world, bringing God’s order and justice to bear on the whole of creation. Everything is still in a state of semichaos. How then can this Psalm be taken seriously? The answer is that it has happened – in the case of Jesus. He is the representative of the human race. His exaltation as Lord, after his earthly ministry, suffering and death (in which he was indeed ‘lower than the angels’) has placed him in the role marked out from the beginning for the human race. 

Jesus is the Representative of His People
You might say, great, so Jesus lived perfectly, what's that got to do with me?  How can something that’s happened to Jesus, all by Himself, be relevant for the rest of us? Jesus is the representative of His people. He becomes low in order to put death to death for you and me! 
We See Jesus
Hebrews 2:9, "But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone."

Jesus has already attained the status which God marked out for humans in general.

Christ Was Made Low!
God the Son, the second Person of the Trinity was “made a little lower than the angels” for a time.  He was not created, but descended from His throne in Heaven and put on a robe of human flesh.  The fact that Jesus of Nazareth was born in Galilee some two thousand years ago is a part of the record of even secular history.  This is not some fairy tale, but historically verifiable.  Other false religions such as Mormonism may try to pass off fiction for fact, but Jesus Christ of Nazareth and all those surrounding him were real people. You may in unbelief reject the claims that Jesus made; you may reject his miracles, and you may reject Him as Savior and Lord, but you cannot deny his birth.  The reality of Jesus’ incarnation is undeniable.

Look to the One Who was Born to Die
Jesus was crowned with glory and honor "because of the suffering of death." Jesus was born to die!  The King of kings—the Sovereign God of Heaven became the Crucified One.  This is the message of Christmas, and it ought to be the message we live out each day.  

Look to the One Who Tasted Death for Everyone
He died in your place and in my place; He became our Substitute. No truth is more basic to the gospel. Here is the first and foremost reason for the incarnation: He who is above angels becoming for a little while lower than angels so that He might suffer death on behalf of everyone.

Christ Partook of Death Completely, not Just a "Sample"
“Taste” is a Hebrew metaphor that does not mean “to sample” but “to partake fully.”  Jesus’ real death for us procured our reign.
  We could say Christ put death to death! 
Jesus Christ in His death purposed to die as a substitute for everyone. Heb. 2:9, "... by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone." And it is only by the Son tasting death as a man for man that we are free from death. Historically, kings have had someone taste their food to protect them from possible poisoning. The cup of sin's poison that belonged to us was drained to the dregs by Jesus Christ. He substituted His own death for ours and released us to live with God.

Not Just for Kings or Religious People

Jesus didn't just die for kings but for paupers. He didn't just die for religious people, but pagans as well.  He died in this way for "everyone."

“In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another”(1 John 4:9-11).
John Owen Quote

John Owen said, "[Our] sin could not go unpunished. It was, therefore, necessary that the punishment for our sin be transferred from those who deserved it but could not bear it, to the One who did not deserve it but was able to bear it."
 Look to the One who put death to death!  Jesus slaughtered death for everyone.  You have no excuse not to come to Christ! Come to Him now! Hold nothing back. 
Look at Christ's Motive: Grace
What moved Jesus Christ to suffer for us? Heb. 2:9, "... by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone."  It was grace-free, loving kindness. So look to Jesus!  What love is this!  Have you ever seen such love?! Stop looking to yourself or what you can do!  Look to what you are in Christ.  Look to what He has already done for you and in you.  
Conclusion - Safari Guide
Not long ago I remember hearing of a seasoned safari guide going several miles beyond the contact zone into the jungle wilderness of Africa. He was certain he knew how to deal with lions. 
He caught a lion out of the corner of his eye that was a safe distance about 100 yards away and pointed him out to the tourist onlookers.  He told them to get into the safety vehicle.  Yet he stayed out of the vehicle.  He thought he could handle it.

Before he knew it, the lion was just 20 yards away.  The lion was so fast he knew he had no time to do anything.  Can you imagine what was going through the man's mind?  Death is coming, death is coming!  The lion did attack this man.  He was certain he knew how to deal with lions!
The Bible says, 1 Peter 5:8-9, "Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world."

There is a lion coming after you!  It's the lion of death and Satan and hell.  And that lion is coming after you.  

Lion Slayer!
But we need to look to our LION SLAYER!  Jesus has defeated death!  Christ has come and put death to death!  He is our Lion Slayer!!

Hebrews 12:2 says we need to be, "looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God."
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