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Sunday, December 7, 2014, 10:30am at Living Hope Church of Roselle, Illinois TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
“The name Emmanuel takes in the whole mystery. Jesus is "God with us." He had a nature like our own in all things, sin only excepted. But though Jesus was "with us" in human flesh and blood, He was at the same time very God."  -J.C. Ryle
O

pen your Bible to Hebrews 1. We are beginning a series from the Book of Hebrews entitled “Incarnation.” This morning we are looking at a message entitled: "Prophet, Priest, and King.”

A Fugitive
When I was a child I ran away from home. I was a kid, so I was scared enough to pitch a tent in the woods close to home.  I was so close to home that I could hear my mother calling out for me.  I was a fatherless kid. To be without a father is devastating, and apart from the grace of God it would have ruined my life. 

During that time of my life I was reckless.  I stole. I broke the law.  I remember even at the age of 13 being in police station after police station because I kept braking the law. My cases was brought before a judge when I was 13 years old. I didn’t want to talk to the judge.  I was running.  

I was just like Adam in the garden running from God.  God chased down Adam and spoke to Adam.  He said, “Adam where are you?” He knew where Adam was.  He wanted Adam to know where Adam was. 

I. God has spoken (vs. 1-2a).
God Spoke 

And so we turn to the book of Hebrews and we find that man is still running and God is still speaking. We find the most important statement in the Bible in Hebrews 1:1 - “God spoke” (Heb. 1:1).  The Bible is the story of man running away from God, and God chasing after man and speaking to him and saving him.
Do You Want to Hear God Speak?
Do you want to hear God speak? Have you ever said in a moment of desperation, "O God, if you would only speak?! If I could only hear your voice. If you would only talk to me and not be so silent!" I have said those words. What Hebrews 1:1–2 teach very loudly and plainly is that God is not silent. God is not withdrawn and uncommunicative.
Hebrews 1:1-2, "Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things…”

We have a Far Greater Revelation than Moses
The author’s point, which is the burden of the entire Book of Hebrews, is to show the superiority of Christianity to the old covenant religion.
 God spoke in time past in so many amazing ways, but you are honored to hear from God’s final and ultimate and glorious revelation: His Son!  Calvin said, “It was not a part of the Word that Christ brought, but the last closing Word.”
 
Dear saint, this morning everything you have available is far greater than the greatest of the prophets, kings, and priests ever had in the Old Testament.  You have a far clearer revelation than Moses at the burning bush. You have a closer seat to the Shekinah glory than the high priest on the Day of Atonement.  You have a higher position than King David himself ever had. You are blessed because God has spoken to you through His ultimate final revelation: His Son Jesus Christ! We need to listen to Him!
All the prophecies and visions and dreams from God and angels were leading up to God’s final revelation.  Christ has spoken. This is no mere prophet – this is the God who spoke all things into existence! You and I had better listen to Him! 

A Relativistic Age
We live in a relativistic age; as many as 70 percent of Americans insist that there are no absolutes, whether in matters of truth or morality. Secular society has removed God from their minds and hearts.  They no longer want to hear God’s voice speaking with clarity and authority. They have listened to their own twisted, sinful, and selfish voices. The price we have paid is the loss of truth, the destruction of the family, and eventually it will bring us the destruction of society itself, and the complete loss of hope.
 As they have in every society that has crumbled, people will become existentialists – the belief that all that is can be found using our natural senses. The existentialist believes that there is no hope outside of oneself.  Therefore, there is no hope, so eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow you die.  That is existentialism.  
Well let me give us all hope.  We don’t have to be existentialists.  God has spoken! 
The Grand Diversity of God’s Speech
Hebrews 1:1a, "Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets…”
The emphasis here is on the grand diversity of God’s speech in the Old Testament. God utilized great devices to instruct his prophets. God spoke to Moses at Sinai in thunder and lightning and with the voice of a trumpet. He whispered to Elijah at Horeb in “a still small voice” (1 Kings 19:12, KJV). Ezekiel was informed by visions and Daniel through dreams. God appeared to Abram in human form and to Jacob as an angel. God declared himself by Law, by warning, by exhortation, by type, by parable.

And when God’s seers prophesied, they utilized nearly every method to communicate their message. Amos gave direct oracles from God. Malachi used questions and answers. Ezekiel performed bizarre symbolic acts. Haggai preached sermons. And Zechariah employed mysterious signs.

God’s was Frightening at Sinai
Hebrews 1:1, "Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.” 

It is important that God has spoken. But it's very different how God has spoken today and how he is spoken in the past. In the past when God spoke the people were frightened. When He spoke to Moses at Mount Sinai, the people were afraid of God. They were even afraid of His glory that shined upon Moses face – and they asked Moses to put avail over his face. They run away from Sinai’s holy mountain where there was lightning and thunder and great judgment.

Isaiah’s Vision
Ezekiel and Isaiah both describe God in terms that are frightening. Isaiah says I saw the Lord high and lifted up – I see it was undone he realized he was a man of unclean lips – surrounding the Lord were great angels seraphim that could not look upon God though they were holy – they covered their whole bodies, their eyes, and their feet – they could not look upon God – they cried out a “holy holy holy!”
Ezekiel – God Unapproachable
Ezekiel described the activity that surrounded God on his throne. He described the activity around the glorious throne of God as a wheel within a wheel. There were serifs and angels surrounding Him and whirling around him, and because of his holiness, He was unapproachable!

Hebrews says God’s Speech is not Approachable

Well the whole point to the writer of Hebrews makes is that God speaks in a way that is now approachable.  He has spoken in a way that will not frighten us.  In the incarnation God speaks to us personally, intimately, and humbly.  The one who maintains all things by the His Word, is incarnated.  Our faithful Creator comes to earth as a humble baby – He is one of us!
===============
In These Last Days

“In these last days” describes the end of the present age.  Joel 2 describes how at the end of the age, God is going to gather all nations by pouring out His Spirit on all flesh. This began at Pentecost and continues until the end of the present age when Jesus comes. This is the fulfillment of God’s covenant with Abraham, that through Jesus all nations of the earth will be blessed.

Joel 2:28-29, 32
I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
    your old men shall dream dreams,
    and your young men shall see visions.
29 Even on the male and female servants
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit. 
Verse 32, “And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

We are in the last part of human history, the final ingathering of God’s people before Jesus comes to enter in His Kingdom.  God speaks now in a way to gather what the Apostle John describes as a “multitude that cannot be numbered” (Rev. 7:9). 

===================
Jesus, God’s Final Word
Hebrews 1:1-2a, "Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…”
These opening verses tell us not merely that God has spoken, but that his final and definitive revelation is in and through his Son, Jesus Christ.

Through God’s cosmic and prophetic eloquence men and women rose to live life on the highest plane. Abraham achieved the faith to offer his own son. Moses withstood Pharaoh through mighty miracles. David slew Goliath. Daniel achieved and maintained massive integrity in Babylon. But in all of this (its adequacy, its progressiveness, its continuity, its power), God’s eloquence was never complete. As grand as it was, it was nevertheless fragmentary and lacking.
But no more! For in Christ came an astonishing eloquence, the ultimate speech of God—“but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son” (v. 2a). 

Charles Spurgeon: Preach Christ

When Charles Spurgeon opened this text of Hebrews 1 to his congregation on the Lord’s Day evening of May 21, 1882, he gloriously announced, “I have nothing to do tonight but to preach Jesus Christ.”
 We are all called preach Christ, nothing more, nothing less! Jesus is God’s final word. —“…in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son” (v. 2a).
This amazing eloquence of God is substantially the same as that described in the chain of thought in John 1, which begins, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (v. 1). Verse 14, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

What is the result of all this eloquence? We meet God the Father! “No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known” (John 1:18). Jesus exegeted God. That is some communication! The astounding eloquence of God!

Divine Authorship Emphasized

The divine authorship of Holy Scripture needs to be emphasized today, especially since contemporary scholarship tends to focus on the human authors. Hebrews 1:1 says that God spoke “at many times and in many ways,” and that God employed “the prophets” to do this. But in all of this it was still God who spoke. It is not Moses who spoke in Genesis, nor David who spoke in the Psalms, nor Paul who spoke in Romans. God spoke in the Bible, and we must regard all Scripture as his holy Word.

God has spoken to us in His Son – God’s final Word!!
II. Christ is our King (vs. 2).
Scripture
Hebrews 1:2b, "…in these last days he [God] has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world…
Heir of All Things

The writer, in stating here that Jesus is “heir of all things,” is also consciously identifying him with the Lord’s “Anointed One” and “Son” in Psalm 2 to whom he says, “Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession” (Psalm 2:8).

Not Only King, but Creator
Jesus is not only the promised Davidic King, He is Creator. There can hardly be a stronger claim for lordship than this. If you are the one who made something, and for whom it was made, then you are its rightful lord. So it is in the case of Jesus Christ. Paul says the same thing in Colossians 1:16: “For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.” Hebrews 1:3 adds that even now “he upholds the universe by the word of his power.”

Why is Jesus Kingship Important?

Why is it important that Jesus is King? A king is the highest governor. He has the power to grant citizenship or to withhold it. You're either a citizen or a fugitive if you are living in the land. Understand what this is – right now there's a big immigration issue in our country.  The governor or president those who rule over us have the right to decide who stays in an instant. A king his soul right to open the door to people or close the door to people.

Fugitives from God's Grace
How do we find ourselves today? Aside from the grace of God we are fugitives from God we are fugitives from God-from dust we came to dust we will return. 

The Bible a Story of Those Who Lost Dominion
The Bible is the story of a people who once ruled the earth but become slaves. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. He gave dominion over the earth to Adam and Eve.  Of course they lost dominion, and the gates to paradise retarded angels with flaming swords.

In the days of Noah God took the dominion away from man once again and flooded the earth and every living creature (including mankind) that was not in there it's destroyed. 

God again began to give dominion over the years to Abraham and his progeny. He gave Abraham the promised son Isaac. And his seed multiplied as the sand of the sea and as  the stars of heaven. 
Through Joseph they were given dominion over some of the land of Egypt – through Joseph they had  dominion over all of Egypt. But what happened? Though they were probably 2 million or more Hebrew people – they lost the dominion and were slaves. 
Of course God sent them a deliverer. Moses said let my people go. And finally Pharaoh let them go. And God gave them dominion again in the Promised Land.

But again they lost dominion. Though they had a king like David – they did not have hearts that went after God. In fact they worshiped other gods. They said up Asherah and Baal statues in the temple courts. 
God Sent them into Captivity

And instead of having dominion over the Promised Land, God wrote Ichabod over the temple and over the land – the glory has departed. God sent them into Captivity, and they lost dominion again – they were taken away from the Promised Land as slaves to the Assyria and to Babylon. They lost dominion.  
Even when they were allowed to reinhabit the Promised Land, they were under the rule of foreign governors of the Medes and Persians and later the Romans. And finally when God sent the King of kings into the world to give them dominion again, not only over the Promised Land, but over the whole earth – what did they do with them? They crucified Him. 

Roman Centurion 
And even those who began to recognize that he was more than any human being could do nothing for him. Pontius Pilot recognized that he was innocent. Even the Roman Centurion and said that Jesus Christ was the son of God. But neither of them had any power to deliver Jesus.  

So it is important that the one that was crucified is King – he has dominion over everything. And he will distribute citizenship to those he desires to be his fellow citizens.  He is king and governor and God! 

Isaiah 9:6-7, " For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
    and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
    there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
    to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time forth and forevermore."
The government shall be upon his shoulder... of the increase of his government and of peace  there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom...from this time forth (the incarnation) and forevermore!
III. Christ is our Prophet (vs. 3).
Scripture
Hebrews 1:2-3, "In these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature..."
This passage exalts Christ not only as Lord of all, but also as the One who perfectly reveals God in all his glory. He is the true king, but also the final prophet: “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature” (Heb. 1:3).

As the Son, Jesus is a better revelation than that which came through the prophets. It is one thing to know a chosen servant. You can learn a lot about a master by what you see in those who work for him. 
Martyn Lloyd-Jones Quote

But as Martyn Lloyd-Jones explains, “A servant may be able to say everything that is right about his lord and master, he may know him well and intimately, but he can never represent him in the way that the son can. The son is a manifestation of the father by being what he is. Thus our Lord himself, while here on earth, represented and manifested the name of God in a way that is incomparable and greater than all others, because he is the Son of God.” 
 
John 1:18 tells us, in a striking assertion of Jesus’ deity: “No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.”
Exact Imprint of God

Jesus is the perfect prophet—the one who fully reveals God’s glory—because he is not only similar to God the Father, but also is “the exact imprint of his nature.” The Greek word here is charaktēr, which gives us the word “character.” It refers to the stamp or imprint made by a die or seal. The best example is a coin with the imprint of a ruler’s face; in the same way, Jesus bears God’s image or imprint. Paul says, “He is the image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15). The point is the trustworthiness with which Jesus reveals God to us. There is an exact correspondence between what we see in him and what is true of God. “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father,” Jesus explained (John 14:9).

Christ Greater than Moses
A W Pink said: "The glory associated with Moses and Elijah was so eclipsed by the infinitely greater glory connected with Christ, that they faded from view.”

Jesus comes in he brings a message that is greater than the prophets. He is the message. In the incarnation God sends a message he loves us. He humbles himself as overall creator of the universe and becomes one of us 
Martin Luther Quote
Martin Luther concludes: “If the word of the prophets is accepted, how much more ought we to seize the gospel of Christ, since it is not a prophet speaking to us but the Lord of the prophets, not a servant but a son, not an angel but God.”
 
Compassion Incarnate

Look at the compassionate message of Christ!  God is love.  He has come not to judge us but to rescue us!
IV. Christ is our Priest (vs. 3).
Scripture
Hebrews 1:1-3, " He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high...”

We need to give homage to Jesus, God’s Son, as the King who is Lord of all. And we need to listen to him as the true and final prophet who perfectly reveals God’s glory. But there is a third office Jesus perfects and completes, that of the priest. Apart from his ministry in this office we may bow to God, and we may listen to God, but we can never be accepted by God and draw near to his presence. Therefore, the writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus is the true and perfect priest, who makes atonement for our sins. He writes, “After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3).

Conclusion

God has called us as Christ's Body to incarnational ministry.  We are Jesus' hands and feet. His is our prophet, priest and King.  We are to proclaim the good news as a prophet. We are to lay down our lives as a priest.  We are to present Jesus as King and Lord over all that they might be saved.  Whose life are you touching with this mediating ministry of Jesus?
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