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Introduction: Open your Bibles to Luke 2.  We are in the series: “Christ the Hope of Christmas” and today’s message is: “Proclaiming Hope to All”.  

CT Studd

C. T. Studd said, “Some wish to live within the sound of Church or Chapel bell; I want to run a Rescue Shop within a yard of hell.”

As far as hope in this world, CT Studd had it all. Before Studd came to Christ, he had money and lots of it.  His father was rich, and he was a famous cricket player from England.  He had all this world could offer, but it wasn’t satisfying his soul.  

One day DL Moody visited England and preached the Gospel to him.  He had known the Bible and religious things, but something happened that changed him.  After the meeting another preacher came to His house, and asked him if he truly believed the Gospel. CT Studd recounts, 

“I got down on my knees and I did say 'thank you' to God. And right then and there joy and peace came into my soul. I knew then what it was to be 'born again,' and the Bible which had been so dry to me before, became everything.”

Something radical happened to Studd, and he would leave his career as an athlete, and travel the world preaching Christ.  He traverse China, India, and Africa for His Lord. His motto was: “If Jesus Christ is God and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to make for Him.”

It might as well have been the motto of the shepherds the night Christ was born.  Something happened that transformed these shepherds.  They saw things and heard things that changed everything.  When a person encounters God they cannot be the same.  Let’s read about it in Luke 2.
Luke 2:1–20 (ESV) — “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.”
I. The Encounter of Faith “the Lord has made known to us” (vs. 15-16).
Verse 15-16, “When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.”

The Supernatural Power of Faith

The shepherds one moment were conniving thieves and living and scheming for themselves.  But something radical has happened.  God has revealed Himself to them.  They have had an encounter with the living God.  The messenger of the Lord announced the birth of Christ.  Perhaps it was Gabriel.  They a multitude of angels joined in the chorus, singing and shouting, “Glory to God in the highest!”  And then there was an announcement of GRACE and PEACE.  Peace up all those upon whom God’s favor rests! 
What Had Changed?

What a message!  In one moment the shepherds are living arbitrarily for themselves.  Life is a burden and a monotony.  But suddenly everything has changed.  What had changed?  Had God changed?  No God is immutable.  He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  What then had changed?  The shepherds had an encounter with God.  When faith is born in the heart, it is a supernatural thing.  “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17).  James tells us that we are to “receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls” (James 1:21).  

The Lord made known the news of Christ to these Shepherds!  He sent his messengers to announce that they now had hope!  These rejected shepherds now had a way out, a Savior!!  When a person encounters God they cannot be the same.  The shepherds saw things and heard things that changed everything.  

True, Biblical, Obedient Faith

The shepherds manifested true biblical faith.  Faith is always evidenced by obedience.  “These shepherds are good examples for us to imitate today. They received by faith the message God sent them and then responded with immediate obedience.”
  One commentator put it this way: “What makes one treasured in God’s sight is faith and obedience, not worldly might.”


The First Human Ambassadors of the Gospel
“The first human ambassadors of the Gospel were humble shepherds who hastened to see the Baby. …[A]ll the shepherds had was the sign given them by the angel (v. 12)”
  – a baby would be wrapped in swaddling clothes.
The Shepherds Made Haste!

Verse 16 tells us, “And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.”

What moved them with such haste to Bethlehem?  It was the obedience of faith.  

“The shepherds were perhaps camped about a mile from the inn, and they certainly took off running, leaping the low Judean fences and entering the enclosure wide-eyed and panting. They searched the stalls around the perimeter of the enclosure and quickly found the new mother and her baby among the animals.”

They had heard with their ears, and now they had seen with their eyes.  They verified it.  They didn’t just believe, they acted on their faith.  True biblical faith is obedient faith.

James says, “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:26).

Luther said: “We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone.” 

What is it that brings upon this faith?  Do we conjur it up ourselves?  No. Faith is a gift.  It is the result of the transforming impact of the Word of God.  Jesus Christ is the “Author and Finisher” of our faith.  Faith comes when we encounter God in His Word.
Hebrews tells us Hebrews 1:1–3 (ESV) — “… at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…”  One of the various ways God spoke the night of Christ’s birth was via the angels.  


Have you encountered the Lord?  It will change you.

Examples: 
· Isaiah before the throne of God, “Here am I send me”.  
· Moses before the burning bush.  His face is aglow, and He becomes an ambassador.

Application: What about us?  Can we say that we have encountered the Lord?  I have not heard or seen angels.  If you have, please talk with me after the service!  But the New Testament speaks of us learn
II. The Enthusiasm of Faith “they made known the saying” (vs. 17-18).
Verse 17-18, “And when they saw it [Him], they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.”
The Shepherds “Spread the Word!

Immediately they began to announce the good news – spreading the Word, telling all who would listen about the angels and this wonderful birth. When they left, they continued glorifying and praising God for all they had experienced.

Christ must be Born in You!

It is not enough to hear about Jesus. It is not enough to peek in the manger and say, “Oh, how nice. What a lovely scene. It gives me such good feelings.” The truth is, even if Christ were born in Bethlehem a thousand times but not within you, you would be eternally lost. The Christ who was born into the world must be born in your heart. Religious sentiment, even at Christmastime, without the living Christ is a yellow brick road to darkness.

The Word of God is Sufficient
What is it that will save you?  Perhaps you want to come to know Christ, but how?  How can a person come to know Christ?

It is always through the Word of Christ we come!  The  Word brings faith to life in our hearts. 

Ezekiel: Prophesy to the Wind!
Ezekiel 37:1-10 (ESV) — “The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.”

The Shepherds spread the Revelation they had received from angels abroad!  They let everyone know!  

Consider what you have seen and heard!  
III. The Observation of Faith “Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart” (vs. 19).
Verse 19, “But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart”.

Shepherds Tumble In!

Can you imagine Mary as she was cradling the Son of God there in her arms?  She had been through such an arduous journey.  Verse 16 tells us, “And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.”

The Shepherds stumbled in to where Mary and the Christ child were.  Lowly shepherds – seeing angels?  I think Mary could identify.  She considered herself a lowly handmaiden of the Lord.  

She too had seen and heard an angel.  Joseph too!  What an unusual turn their lives had taken.  And so Mary pondered and wondered at all these things.  

Grace is a Wonder

Mary considered the graciousness of God to her and to the shepherds.  She treasured these things in her heart. She laid up and stored these marvelous truths and experiences in her heart so that she might share them later.
Application: We are called to treasure God in our hearts so that we might make Him known!  Often we are like the hoarders who buy 20 items just because they are on sale, but we let them rot and go to waste.  We are called to treasure all  the wonders of Christ. We are to ponder them. They will change us, but we are also to share them.

Ponder (Word Study)

The word “ponder” means “to throw together” (Calvin), “to collect the several events which agreed in proving the glory of Christ, so that they might form one body.”  She could not see the magnitude of what was happening unless she diligently compared one event to the other.

Application:  How we need to be like Mary! Are you diligently studying God’s revelation to you.  Are you meeting with God in His Word?  Those who know and love Christ have a hunger for His Word.   Mary observed all that was going on around her.  She saw the transformation of the shepherds, and she was putting it all together.  

That bring us to our final point.  

IV. The Transformation of Faith “the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God…” (vs. 20).
Verse 20, “And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.”

The life of the shepherds would never be the same.  It was now one of gratitude and praise and thanksgiving. Before they were scheming.  Now they were praising and trusting.

Testimony of my twin sister: Tammie!
Application: Many of us have loved ones who are far from Christ. For ten years I prayed for my twin sister to come to Christ.  I had seen many come and trust Christ, but I would have given anything to see my own sister come to Christ.  I had no way to reach her.  Only prayer and sharing the Word of God.  She was anorexic, addicted to drugs, and living with a man who was not her husband.  I would pray for her, sometimes awaking in the night.

One day, I shared the Word with her from Matthew 7, just like I had so many times before, and it engendered faith, and she was gloriously saved!  Today she serves the Lord in her church with her husband who is the youth director.

No Evangelism Training Needed

You don’t need to be saved very long to spread the Word!  

· Remember the shepherds had just been evangelized.  

· I also think of the woman at the well who told all the city of Christ.  

· I think of Matthew Levi who brought all his friends to Christ. 

The shepherds didn’t know they needed evangelism training!  They just spread the Word of all they had seen and heard.  That’s what God uses.  He’ll use you if you have a humble heart.

Like the shepherds, there are many in our lives that are not seeking God, but God is seeking them.  Perhaps you came here for a nice feeling of religious sentiment.  But God has something else in mind.  He is heralding His Son to you.  He is the Shepherd’s Savior.  

Faith: Not Just Wishful Thinking

You see our faith is not just wishful thinking.  It must be placed in an object.  The object of our faith is the Person and Work of Jesus Christ.  He went from the manger to the Cross.  He was crucified for your sins.  His paid the price to bring you to God because He loves you.  This is the message of Christmas.  

We must not think it is enough that Christ is born in a manger.  He must be born in our hearts.  

Conclusion: It is quite interesting that the shepherds because of their bad reputation were not allowed to testify in court, but they were chosen to be the first witnesses to testify of God’s incarnation into the world.  

We read in verse 17-18, “And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.”

Perhaps you are wondering as well at all you have heard today.
The question we must ask this morning is “Have I come to know Christ?”  The question is not “Has Christ been born in a manger” but “Has Christ been born in your heart and in my heart?”
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