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Share Testimony

As we turn to Luke 2, we find there the greatest story of hope, and really the only true hope that any of us has in the world.  If you were here for Sunday School you heard the stories of marvelous transformation.  This is the mark of a true church that people are transformed by the grace of God.  Aren’t you glad for God’s transforming grace?

Before I came to know Christ, my life was a disaster.  I was born at St. Francis Hospital on the South Side of Chicago, but my twin sister and I were flown in a helicopter at the age an hour old.  The doctors saved our lives.  And how amazing it was that when my parents were informed that I had a heart defect, I could get open heart surgery at the age of 3.  I grew up in Oak Forest Illinois.  But my parents divorced when I was 8, and my mother and sister and I moved to Ponchatoula, Louisiana.

It was there that I began trying to fill my life with things that cannot satisfy.  By the time I was a teenager I was wandering in this world far from the Lord.  I was in trouble with the law and failing out of school.  

But where there is the Gospel of Jesus Christ there is hope!  I was invited to an evangelistic meeting.  These evangelists had an assembly at my public school.  They couldn’t preach the Gospel but they invited everyone to come.  I wasn’t as school that day, but two of my unsaved friends who had shown me the ways of the world invited me!  
That night in September of 1989 I heard the clear Gospel message that Jesus Christ died for me personally – that if I was the only one on earth He would have gladly come down to die for me.  With repentant faith, I believed and was born again.  My life was radically transformed by the power of Jesus Christ.

That’s the hope I want to talk to you about this morning. It’s the only hope for the world.  Jesus Christ is the “way the truth and the life” and no one is going to be accepted by the Father unless they come by Jesus Christ!  He is the only way! 

We read in Col. 1:27 that Jesus Christ in us is “the hope of glory”.   He is the hope that we will not be condemned, but that we have the sure expectation of God’s presence for ever. Is Christ in you this morning?  

Hope in this world will not come from a political party or the great job or house or family that you are dreaming about.  If that is what you are living for its just idolatry if you think about it.  

Hope is found in our Lord Jesus Christ.
We are going to see that by looking in Luke 2, as we see:

· Two Kings
· Two Journeys, and 

· Two Fathers
Let’s read about this event in Luke 2.

Luke 2:1–7 (ESV) — “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”

This is really the story of two kings, two journeys and two fathers.  It is the ultimate story of hope, and it is in this historical event in human history that lies all the hope of the world.  

I. Two Kings: God is sovereign! (vs. 1-5). 
Luke 2:1–5 (ESV) — “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.”

Christ's birth was the day in history when the two most absolutely opposite kings

confronted one another for the first time. One was the ultimate earthly king. He sat that

day at the pinnacle of power.  His name was Caesar Augustus or “Octavian”. 

A. Here we see the first king: Caesar Augustus, Octavian. 

1. Who is Caesar Augustus?

The Bible tells us that Caesar Augustus wanted “all the world” – literally all the inhabited earth – registered so that they could be taxed.   Historians tell us that Caesar Augustus was probably the most powerful emperor in the history of Rome.   He ushered in what has become known as the “Golden Age” of the Roman Empire.  
2. The Real Estate of the Roman Empire

The Roman empire had stretched is real estate to maximum proportions.  Its western boundry was the Atlantic Ocean.  Its eastern boundry was the Eurphrates.  It reached as far south as the Sahara desert.
3. Augustus, the “god”

Caesar Augustus, also known as Octavian, was the first Caesar to be called “Augustus” when the Roman Senate voted to give him that title. Augustus means “holy” or “revered,” and up to that time the title was reserved exclusively for the gods. It was under Augustus’ rule that decisive strides were taken toward making the Caesars gods. 
The ancient historians tell us that Caesar Augustus was the great-nephew of Julius Caesar and was a born fighter who clawed his way to power by defeating Antony and Cleopatra and then, through the considerable genius and force of his person, gave the empire a solidness that was to endure for centuries.

Here was a king who wanted to be worshipped as a god.  He was the one to make it law that he himself be worshipped.  Many Christians would later die because they would not bow down and worship the Caesar.
B. But now we see another King, the King of kings: Jesus!  
Though this Caesar Augustus seemed so daunting and so great, he was just a tiny little man compared to the king of Kings.  He thought he was exerting his power in this census, but there was Someone much greater than Him working out His plan to bring a much greater KING into the world!

The One who rules time said this: Galatians 4:4–5 (ESV) — “…when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”

1. The Census

Caesar Augustus called for a census so he could tax all of the inhabited earth as far as he was concerned. Now what was happening here?  To understand we need to turn to the book of Micah.  We have to smile when we think of this because the prophet Micah was not even known by the Roman Caesar, yet he was literally allowing this prophecy to take place.  Look at Micah 5:2.  Micah wrote a prediction 800 years before this was happening.  A census required that the head of the house, in this case Joseph, go back to where his family was from.  For Joseph, that meant he had to go to Bethlehem.  Now look back at Micah 5:2 (ESV) — “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.”

We sing the song “Who is He in Yonder Stall?”

Isaiah said a child would be born of a virgin who would be called “the Mighty God” (the mighty El or Elohim, la)
 (Isaiah 9:6).  He is called “Emmanuel”, or “God with us” (Isaiah 7:14).

Micah prophesied there would be a ruler born in Bethlehem “whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” (Micah 5:2).  

Isaiah tells of the good news, the Gospel that God would enter into the world in Isaiah 40:9, “O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!”

He is God in human flesh!  Behold Him!  Who is He in Yonder Stall?

’Tis the Lord! O wondrous story!
’Tis the Lord! the King of glory!
At His feet we humbly fall,
Crown Him! crown Him, Lord of all!
Let us fall before Him as and confess as Thomas: “My Lord and my God!”

Application:  Let us remember when things are completely outside our comfort zone that God is sovereign and in control.  He’s greater than Caesar, and He’s infinitely greater than any one of us here this morning.  

Let us also remember that there are no accidental occurrences in the sovereign rule of King Jesus. Had the Emperor Augustus made his decision three months earlier, or three months later, or one month earlier or one month later, or maybe one week earlier, or one week later, Jesus wouldn't have been born in Bethlehem. But He was. God knew how long it would take to get the registration machinery in place. God knew how long Herod would resist it. God knew how long it would take for that little couple to trek those 85 to 90 miles in the winter. God knew exactly how long it would take so that they would be there for just a few days, but in those days the baby would be born. Every single detail was in the hand of Almighty God. And God still directs history and He still holds every king, every monarch, every ruler in His hand for His own purposes.
II. Two Journeys: God is humble (vs. 4-6).

Luke 2:6 (ESV) — “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.”

A. First we see the journey of Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 

Let’s just imagine this scene.  Luke records exactly how it happened.  

· Mary is full term in pregnancy.  
· It was about an 90 mile journey. 
· It is not certain whether or not they had a mule or a donkey for this trip.  Even if she was fortunate enough to ride on a donkey, I think all mothers in here would admit that that’s probably not the most luxurious way to travel when you are full term.  
· It’s the cold of winter—dust is blowing in the cold wind.
· They’re away from family, away from home.  
Can you imagine this journey of 90-95 miles? The journey left Mary increasingly weary as she trod those dusty miles to the south, and when she and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem they were exhausted—especially Mary. Then the pains began. Perhaps at first young Mary was not sure it was her time and did not say anything to Joseph. But when there was no doubt that it was the real thing, she told him—probably with tears. Remember, she was only thirteen or fourteen years old.

Yet as amazing as this journey was for Mary, the most amazing journey in the history of the world was happening for someone else.
B. Let us consider the journey of our Lord Jesus Christ.
So there He is, the Christ child—the highest of the high—as 1 Timothy 3:16 says, “God manifest in the flesh”.  And here’s the amazing good news.  He who was the highest the high came down to be the lowest of the low that He would raise us up to the highest heights with Him!  The Prince of Life became a pauper in poverty!  And “though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).  
Paul tells us plainly in 1 Timothy 3:16 that “God was manifest in the flesh”.  He says in Galatians 4:4-5, “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5  To redeem them that were under the law”.  

John 1:1-3, 14 says, 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made”… and verse John 1:14, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth”. 

Listen to Jesus Himself.  He said in John 8:58, “Before Abraham was, I am”.  He said in John 10:30, “I and my Father are one,” and they took up stones to put him to death because he “made himself equal with God”.  In John 14:10 He said, “I am in the Father, and the Father in me”.   He says in John 17:5, “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.”  By His own testimony, Jesus Christ is God robed in a human body.  
Jesus has all the incommunicable Attributes of God

· As God, Christ is eternal.  In Revelation 1:8, Christ says, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty”.  He says in John 17:5, “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.”
· As God, Jesus Christ is omnipresent.  He says in Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them”; and in Matthew 28:20, He promised, "Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the world."  He promises to be everywhere at once with each of His children when he says, “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee” (Hebrews 13:5).  

· As Jehovah God Christ knows everything.  He’s omniscient.  Christ never met a person he didn’t already know.  He already knew all about the people he would meet for the first time.  

His disciples confessed on several occasions that Christ knew all things (John 16:30; 21:17).  

He told Nathaniel “I saw you sitting under the fig tree”, when Jesus was at a completely different location.  Same thing with the Samaritan woman.  He knew all about her immoral life before He even met her.  He had never seen her before, but he planned to meet her.  He said, “We must needs go through Samaria”.  In John 4:25-26, the woman was astounded at Christ’s omniscience and she said, “I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. 26  Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he”.  She goes into her city and tells all the people, “Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?”  Only God knows all the things you and I have ever done.  And Christ as God knows everything about us.  

· On five occasions, the Bible says that Jesus knew what people were thinking (Matthew 9:4; 12:25; Luke 5:22; 6:8; 11:17; cf. John 2:25).  He had the ability at any time and know the heart of any man.  

· As God, Christ is omnipotent.  He says “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth” (Matthew 28:18).  When Jesus spoke, the creation obeyed His voice, and the disciples asked, “What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” (Mark 4:41). 
He says in John 5:22, “the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son”. 

This one who was born with the animals and laid in a cow’s trough, is the one who will one day destroy use His omnipotent power to destroy the world.  

John says:

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen” (Revelation 1:7).  

Paul says:  

Christ is coming “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ”.

Jesus is Jehovah, the “I AM”, of the Old Testament.  

When Moses at the burning bush asked God what His name was, the Lord replied to Moses, “I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you” (Exodus 3:14).  Literally translated, the title Jehovah is “I AM THAT I AM”.  In other words, God says to Moses, “I am the self existent one”.  I have no beginning or cause.  I am the everlasting Almighty God.  

To the Jewish mind, it would be the height of blasphemy and insanity to take this title to yourself.  This title belonged to only One Person, the true and living God.  If God were to come to earth, you would expect Him to claim this title for Himself.  And He does in John 8:58.  He says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.”  The people pick up stones to stone him because being man, he made himself “equal with God”.  

Jesus is given titles reserved for Jehovah alone!
The First and the Last.  Isaiah 44:6, “Thus says the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts: I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.”  In Revelation 1:8, the one who was pierced and the one who is coming in the clouds in the Second coming (Christ) says, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty”.  Actually, four times in the book of Revelation, Jesus Christ claims the title “the first and the last” (Revelation 1:11, 17; 2:8; 22:13).  
The Savior.  In Isaiah 43:10-11, the LORD says, “before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. 11  I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no savior.”  Did you realize the title "Savior" is reserved in Scripture for God alone?
This is why Paul, when he wrote to Titus, said that we should be “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13).  
II. Two Fathers: God is holy (vs. 7).

Luke 2:6 (ESV) — “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”

A. We consider Jesus’ earthly father figure: Joseph.  Joseph wasn’t really Jesus’ father. Though Joseph was betrothed to Mary, he did not have relations with her as a husband would normally do because Mary was with child by the Holy Spirit of God.  The child in her was God in human flesh! 
We’ve got to understand that an inn in the ancient near east was not a very accommodating place.  In fact, it was a very crude place.  It could even be a very degrading place for these people leaving their home land having to stay at one of these public inns.  And this is a place that Mary and Joseph could not even gain entrance to!  They were turned away!

Typically these inns in the ancient near east were more or less animal stalls that had an enclosure.  And then they would open up to a common courtyard.  And the innkeeper’s only responsibility was to provide firewood as well as food for the animals.  That’s about all you had.  This was not the Westin River North!  And Mary and Joseph could not get into even this run down of a place—being turned away from what would have been what was basically an animal stall.  They were pushed out.  

Verse 7 tells us “there was no room for them in the inn”.  More than likely, Mary and Joseph were forced to sleep that night in that common courtyard when she gave birth to Jesus—in the open air—in the cold of winter—around animals that were tied down.  

What I’m saying is that we are dealing with real child birth pains—real blood—real sweat—real wailing.  We’re dealing with the real sting of the rejection of not even being able to get into an inn, of all places!  So there was the real feeling of loneliness and isolation among strangers, the real smell of child birth, with the real stench of animal feces in the cold air.  There was a feeling of real poverty and of shame for Joseph, of not being able to do any better for his wife!   

We are talking about real things happening to real people here.  Think of Joseph.  This guy never delivered babies before!  Can you imagine as his nervous, clumsy hands as he tried to deliver this baby—his slippery hands covered with blood.  

So the birth of the High King of heaven could not have been more humble and lowly.  God Himself was born—and he made himself “of no reputation”.  And yet, when we look at that, does it not foreshadow the poverty that this child would live out through His entire earthly life, and the ultimate rejection He would face in His death?

B. But we must think of another father this morning: the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Verse 7, “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”

It’s interesting that Mary wrapped Jesus in “swaddling cloths”.  What is that?  They are grave clothes.  And for a moment we get a picture of what is happening.

Jesus was born to die.  God the Father before you were born set His love upon you, and He ordained together with the Son, that Jesus Christ would be the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the world”. 

Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God!  “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”.
Conclusion:  C. S. Lewis, the famous British author, though I do not endorse all that he’s said and would disagree with him on numerous points, hit the nail on the head when he said this: “A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”
Simply put: Jesus is either a liar, a lunatic, or He is the Lord of glory!  Bow before Him today.  He’s our only hope!
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