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Introduction:  Open your Bible to Matthew 9:35-38. This world is broken.  This morning we are going to see the Healer.  

An Imperfect Church

We have been going through the book of 2 Corinthians, and one thing that really stands out about Paul is that unlike the false teachers, he’s humble.  He’s glorying in his infirmities.  He’s exulting because God does not choose many wise, but instead He chooses the weak and foolish.  
We’ve been talking about how the church of Jesus Christ is imperfect.  If you are looking for the perfect church, this is not it.  This place here today is not a showcase for saints – it is a hospital for sinners.  If you are looking for a place where you can hurt and be vulnerable and where you can have a safe place to be you and to get healing from Christ and salve for your heart, then you’ve come to the right place.  
This is good news isn’t it?   In Matthew 9, Jesus names three places in our text where sinners can find compassion: a kingdom, a sheepfold, and a harvest field. All of them teach us something amazing about the Lord’s compassion.

People are hurting.  They need compassion!  

Matthew 9:27–34 (ESV) — “And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” 28 When he entered the house, the blind men came to him, and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” 29 Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done to you.” 30 And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, “See that no one knows about it.” 31 But they went away and spread his fame through all that district. 32 As they were going away, behold, a demon-oppressed man who was mute was brought to him. 33 And when the demon had been cast out, the mute man spoke. And the crowds marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” 34 But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the prince of demons.”
Matthew 9:35–38 (ESV) — “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”  
Matthew 10:1 (ESV) — “And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction.”

Illustration about Compassion: Amy Carmichael 
One of the first incidents occurred when Amy Carmichael was a child. Mother had said that if Amy prayed, the Lord would answer. 
- Blue Eyes

Amy had brown eyes. She prayed for blue. In the morning she jumped out of bed and ran to the mirror. Mrs. Carmichael heard her wail in disappointment. It took Mrs. Carmichael several minutes of careful explanation before Amy understood that "no" was an answer too. God meant Amy to have brown eyes for a reason, explained Mrs. Carmichael. 
She didn’t know it then, but God would later call Amy to India where she needed those brown eyes to blend in.  You see she dedicated her life to rescuing temple children in India.  These were young girls dedicated to the gods and forced into prostitution to earn money for the priests. Over the years, Amy had rescued over 1000 children, often at the cost of extreme exhaustion and personal danger.
An Unlikely Missionary

Amy suffered neuralgia, a disease of the nerves that made her whole body weak and achy and often put her in bed for weeks on end. Friends thought she was foolish when she announced she was going to be a missionary. They predicted that she would soon be back in England for good.  But Amy Carmichael never came back to England.  She spent then next 55 years in India, and died there at the age of 83.  What was it that kept her there?  The luxuries? There were none.  The accolades?  She wanted none.

It was her compassion.  She had the heart of Jesus.  She felt the children’s pain.  

Amy Carmichael knew what we all need to know today.  People need compassion.  They don’t just need a handout.  They need to know Christ, who is the most compassionate of all.
Have you ever been afraid, and needed a refuge, a shelter?  We are going to see three places that point to Jesus as our refuge, our wonderful, merciful Savior.

· A Kingdom (vs. 35)

· A Sheepfold (vs. 36)

· A Harvest Field (vs. 37-38)
I. Take refuge in a Kingdom (vs. 35).
Verse 35, “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction”.
Jesus’ Response to the Pharisees

There is a lesson here.  Verse 35 is an answer to the Pharisees.  They were saying the most bitter things against Him.  He was doing the most amazing miracles, and the Pharisees accused him of using the power of the devil to cast out demons.  How does Jesus answer?

This is an important lesson for us. There are many lessons in these short verses, as we will see, but if we get nothing else from this passage, we should learn that our best and most effective response to those who hate, criticize, or slander us is merely to keep doing the right thing. We can always answer our enemies by doing good – specifically He went about healing everyone in sight, and “proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom” (vs. 35).  
Gospel Means “Good News”

Gospel means “good news”.  We know what this is.
· It’s news that the cancer is gone.

· It’s news that your car was paid off by an anonymous donor. 

· It’s news that your son or daughter just got engaged to a godly, responsible young man.

These people that Jesus was talking to needed this good news.  

A. We need the good news that Jesus proclaimed. 
Verse 35, “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom.”  Yes we need the good news that Jesus proclaimed.

Consider the Condition of the People
These people needed good news.  Jesus would travel “throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues” (vs. 35).  What He saw is what He might see today.  They were people who didn’t know what to do. 

· Jesus describes the people as shepherdless sheep

The people Jesus saw were “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (vs. 36).

It was clear that they were helpless – and so he helped them!  How did he help them?  Where was their help, and where is our help?  Jesus went everywhere “teaching in their synagogues” (vs. 35).  

· The people were helpless because they did not know their Bible

The reason they were helpless is that they did not know the Bible. They should have known it; they had possessed the Old Testament for centuries, and their teachers should have been teaching it to them. But they were like people today. They had not been taught, and they did not have the inclination to seek out Bible truths themselves.
Illustration: GPS (Global Positioning 
Have you ever realized how dependent we all have become on technology?  I didn’t realize how bad it was until recently.  I have a GPS app on my phone.  Do you know what GPS is? 

It is the Global Positioning System – a satellite-based navigation system made up of a network of 24 satellites placed into orbit by the U.S. Department of Defense. GPS works in any weather conditions, anywhere in the world, 24 hours a day.  
I use my GPS all the time.  It’s free. It talks to me.  It tells me to “turn right” or “turn left”.  Sometimes when I make a wrong turn it says “recalculating!”  

Once last month, I left my phone at home, but I didn’t sweat it.  I knew where I was going.  Turns out I DID need my GPS.  I didn’t have my phone so I had an old GPS system that plugged into the car.  The only problem was, the plug was broken.

You know how good a GPS is if there is no power supply?  It doesn’t matter if there are 24 satellites in the sky waiting for your instruction, if you don’t have a power supply, the GPS is useless.

In the same way, if you have a Bible, but you don’t understand it, it is worthless.   Many have a Bible but they don’t understand the Gospel that Jesus was proclaiming.  Many have a Bible and have a good church, but they don’t know how to apply the Word of God to their lives.  
Application
Do you know how blessed you are to have a Bible and to understand it?  Do you know how rare that is in the history of the world?  Many do not even have a Bible.  You have one.  But many have a Bible but do not understand it.  You not only have a Bible, you understand it!  Bless God today! 
B. Why Jesus’ Kingdom is good news…
Verse 35, “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom.”   As we said, Gospel means “good news”.

Gospel means “Good News”.   And if there is good news, then there is also bad news.  Here’s the bad news…  The bad news is there is a kingdom that rejects Jesus Christ.  It is the kingdom of this world.  Jesus said, “Don’t be surprised if the world hates you.  It hated Me before it hated you!”
People are in One of Two Kingdoms

Dear friends, today there are ONLY TWO KINGDOMS that really matter.  Oh, yes there are hundreds of nations and kings, but there are only two Kingdoms that matter.  

Jesus was proclaiming GOSPEL the Kingdom.  

THE BAD NEWS

· The Kingdom of This World: There is the kingdom of this world which is controlled by someone called the “prince of this world”, “the prince of the power of the air”—he is the “prince of devils”.  The Bible tells us that he’s at work at this very moment in the “children of disobedience”.  He’s devising the course of this wicked world system.  He’s authoring the lies and reasonings of human philosophies that oppose God.  
Ephesians 2 paints an awful portrait of the kingdom of this world.

Ephesians 2:1–5 (ESV) — “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ!!!!” 
THE GOOD NEWS

· The Kingdom of Our Lord: But there is another kingdom – the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.  There’s coming a day when according to Revelation 11:15, the seventh angel will blow his trumpet, and you will hear the proclamation:  “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” 

What was so great about the good news of the kingdom?   Why was Jesus proclaiming it enthusiastically everywhere?  Throughout the Old Testament God promised an everlasting kingdom.  The good news was that this long awaited King, who is also our compassionate Savior, had now come into the world.  Jesus’ proclamation was about the kingdom of God and his anointed King, Jesus, who is the Christ. 
All People Born Into the Kingdom of Darkness
All people are born into the kingdom of darkness, controlled by their own lusts and passions.  People are controlled by food, media, lust, emotions, depression, money.  You name it—all people are born slaves to sin.  You were born this way.  Perhaps you are still living daily under the control of this dark kingdom.  
But God has called us out of the kingdom of this world.  

King Jesus

Let me tell you about our King Jesus!  We truly have the good news of a kingdom to proclaim today.  The King of this kingdom is over all kings and all nations.  Kings and nations bow down before this king.  This kingdom is GOOD NEWS because it is ushering out the kingdom of darkness, and bringing people into the kingdom of His marvelous light!  

Every Knee Will Bow
One day, God tells us every knee will bow before Him.  Whether they be human beings or angels, paupers or kings, rich or poor, educated or unlearned, everyone from every people tribe tongue and nation.  Every being from every rank in the universe will bow before the throne of Jesus Christ and confess that Jesus Christ alone is Lord of lords and King of kings!  That’s good news.

Every person on this planet is under a death sentence.  “The soul that sins it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4).  Very soon Christ will come back to lay claim on every square inch of this planet.  There is coming a day when the last trumpet will sound, and “the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever” (Revelation 11:15).  
C. Jesus’ Everlasting Kingdom is coming soon – Take refuge in Him! (vs. 35b).
Matthew 9:35 (ESV) — “Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.”

Everywhere Jesus went, He would announce that the Kingdom was at hand.  He was proclaiming salvation and deliverance from sin, misery, and hell.  But He was also HEALING everyone in sight.

Jesus was Removing the Curse – Already, Not Yet
There is a sense in which we have already been delivered from the kingdom of darkness.  Paul said in Colossians 1:13, “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son”.  

Application to Suffering

It is true that all believers are in Christ’s kingdom.  He reigns in our hearts.  But we must not be surprised that we suffer, and deal with hardship and hurt and pain and tears.  These are the things of this life.  Jesus said, “In this life you will have much tribulation”.  But there is coming a day when we will all be healed by the stripes of Jesus! 
Jesus’ Healing Ministry is a Glimpse of His Future Kingdom

In Jesus teaching ministry, He is also healing.  And he is healing everywhere  and everyone in sight.  Can you imagine?  

Because of the curse of sin, we live in a broken world.  This year several of you have been suffering.  You have illnesses that are racking your bodies.  Some you don’t even have a cure for.  You just have to deal with it.  
But there is coming a day when the trumpet sounds, and all sin and sickness will be completely removed.  In that day you will say, “By His stripes we are healed”.  There is coming a day when every tear will be wiped away, and all disease will be eradicated.  Jesus was pointing forward to that day in His ministry.

Christ’s is a Kingdom Where the King Cares
Jesus reached out His hand and touched the eyes of the blind.  He touched the skin of the person with leprosy, and the legs of the cripple.  Jesus so frequently touched the people He healed, many of whom must have been unattractive, obviously diseased, unsanitary, and smelly.  He could have healed crowds of people together, but He chose to come to them and touched them individually!
Jesus' mission was not chiefly a campaign against disease, but rather a ministry to individual people.  He wanted those people, one by one to feel His love and warmth and His full identification with them.  
Application

Take refuge in a Kingdom that will never fail. Perhaps all around you is failing.  Take refuge in King Jesus.  When He shakes the earth, that which cannot be shaken will remain! 

II. Take refuge in a Sheepfold (vs. 36).

Matthew 9:36 (ESV) — “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”

 Christ is compassionate.  Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God.  He is the Incarnate God.  No man has seen God at any time.  But the Son has declared Him.  He has explained Him.  We know that Christ reveals the Father’s compassion to us.  And He says this to you: “Come into my sheepfold”.  It’s dangerous outside the sheepfold.  

He is the good shepherd.  Whatever would harm you, He stands against it and gives His life to protect you.
These verses uncover the heart of the Lord Jesus.

We see the Shepherd’s compassion and…

 the broken condition of the sheep.
A. The Shepherd’s compassion.

Jesus compassion literally moved Him to come from heaven to earth!  Real compassion MOVES you.  
Matthew 9:36 (ESV) — “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”

 You can picture Jesus perhaps on a hillside; and, as He looks down, He sees a mass of crowded people before Him.  They were always following Him.  They came mostly with physical needs—just like you have on a regular basis: disease and sicknesses, deformities, and hunger; and He sees them; but He sees beyond the physical to the needs that will follow them for eternity; and we get a glimpse into Jesus’ heart.

Greek expression - compassion
Now, the Greek term here is very, very interesting.  It literally means “to feel something in the bowels” or your guts.  It literally says, “Jesus was moved in his bowels, or in his gut, upon them.”  It seems like a strange way to express concern.  I mean you would never go to the person you loved and say, “I love you with all of my bowels”.  People would definitely think you were a little off!
But actually, it’s no different than going to someone and saying, “I love you with all my heart.”  The heart is an ugly, bloody, pulsating blob of muscle that quivers in your chest.  John was using a phrase as a way of expressing very deep and profound love.
And so when the people of Jesus’ day wanted to express something they felt very deeply and were very emotionally pained about, they would say, basically, “I hurt with all my midsection.”  I feel it DEEP DOWN!  Jesus literally said that He was wrenched in pain in His midsection when He saw these people.
Listen, the love of God is far beyond anything that human being could ever experience!  And if you put God in a body, and let God love like that, and let God care like that, then you have Jesus on earth.  And it wracked his human body with deep emotional pain.

Matthew 8:17, “

Scriptural examples

· He Bares our Illlnesses (Matt. 8:17)

In Matthew 8:17, where it says that, Jesus was dealing multitudes of sick people, that it might be fulfilled, which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, in Isaiah 53 saying, “He took our illnesses and bore our diseases.”  When it says He took our pain and diseases and suffering upon Himself, it isn't the idea that He contracted the leprosy when He healed the leper.  It is the idea that He wrenched in agony in sympathy and compassion, for He felt the pain of seeing what sickness did to those He loved.  
I've seen parents sick to death over an ill child, and no parent has ever felt the compassion or the love that Christ felt, because it was God loving in His own human body.  

 

· The illustration of Lazarus.  
For an illustration, look at John 11.  Lazarus is dead; and Jesus comes there, and He goes to the grave, and in verse 33, it says, “When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled”  We cannot express the depth of what that means.  The terms mean He was seized by an anguishing emotion, but only He would know how a supremely loving God is wracked by the pain of seeing the ones He loved in anguish.

Thomas Watson, one of the great Puritans, said this.  

“We may force our Lord to punish us, but we will never have to force Him to love us.”

For us Jesus comes and teaches and lives and suffers and dies, because God’s heart infinitely gripped with an awesome incomprehensible love.  
We saw the compassionate Shepherd, now let us see…

B. The broken condition of the sheep.

Matthew 9:36 (ESV) — “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”

As God Omniscient, Jesus saw the people in their real condition.  He was not fooled by their religious fronts.  He was not fooled by the façade or superficiality.  He saw their desperate need, and He uses two words to describe them.  They “were harassed” and were “helpless”. 
· “Harassed” literally means “worn out or exhausted”.  It can also mean “beaten up, battered, mangled, ripped, torn, skinned alive”.  They were devastated.  They were worn out, exhausted, battered, bruised, beaten, and ripped apart, not only by that day but by life!  
· “Helpless” means to be thrown down, lying prostrate, totally helpless.  It means they were mangled and devastated, and then thrown on the ground lying prostrate and utterly helpless.  That's how He saw them.  It was as if they had no shepherd.  They were helpless, and no one was over them helping them.  In fact those that were over them were totally taking advantage of them!  
 

These people had shepherds—leaders.  They were the scribes and the Pharisees.  That's what their shepherds had done to them.  This, my friend, is an indictment of their spiritual leaders. 

Spiritual leaders always lay down their life for the sheep! Only a hireling abandons the sheep.
Their spiritual leaders didn't show them any pasture.  They didn’t feed them with the Word of God, with His requirements.  Their spiritual leaders didn't feed them.  
· Their spiritual leaders didn't bind their wounds.  
· Instead they literally mutilated and took advantage of them. 
· Their spirits were mangled messes without any guidance.
· They were mugged and plundered by the scribes and the Pharisees!
· And now they were lying there spiritually prostrate, devastated.  
It is a graphic picture of the uncaring, unconcerned leaders; and we see the weariness, the bewilderment, and the wounds that have left these people desolate.  It happened because their shepherds never helped them, but, rather, harmed them.  

 

But now look at what Jesus says in Matthew 11:28-30.  Instead of shutting people out of the Kingdom and putting impossible heavy burdens on people, Jesus says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."  Can you imagine how wonderful it must have been when they heard Him say this?
Someone wrote a beautiful poem:

Let me look on the crowd as my Savior did

Till my eyes with tears grow dim.  
Let me view with pity the wandering sheep

And love them for the love of Him.
III. Take refuge in a Harvest Field (vs. 37-38).

Matthew 9:37–38 (ESV) — “Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

Application

Jesus is not talking about agriculture here.  He’s talking about people.  Are you ready for when Jesus comes again?  Take refuge.  No matter what is going on in your life, seek refuge in the fact that no matter how much you suffer, you are safe ultimately from all harm! 

The Disciples

Jesus spoke with his disciples.  The word “disciple” means “learner”.  Jesus was calling these ordinary men to do extraordinary things.  

The Disciples, a Motley Crew

The disciples were truly a motley crew.  I can just see Matthew, the former thug and sinner and unclean person of Israel. He was a throwaway. But Jesus is looking at him.  He’s looking at these poor blue collar fisherman – Peter and Andrew and James and John.   Several were zealots—politically on the fringes.  The only one of noble birth was Bartholomew, known as Nathaniel, who was of the tribe of Judah, and the bloodline of David.  What an assorted group!  
These were the ones called to reach the world.

God doesn’t call the wise and the strong.  He calls the weak and the unlearned and the foolish. 1 Corinthians 1:26–29 (ESV) — “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.”

A. Take refuge in the fact that you are ready for the harvest.

Matthew 9:37–38 (ESV) — “Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

Though the laborers are few, you’ve been reached!  You are ready for the reapers to come.  Death is just an entrance into life for you!  

B. Pray for laborers so that many more may be ready for the harvest.

Matthew 9:37–38 (ESV) — “Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

Verse 38 doesn't say look onto the fields and “panic”.  It doesn’t say look unto the awesomeness of the task and “get some programs and organization running quick!!!”

It says, “pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”  
The Judge of all the earth, the Lord and Master will one day say “send forth the reapers” (Matthew 13:30)—My table is set, My house is full, call forth the reapers.  This very God who is the judge, is the One we calls on us to Him to send laborers into the fields before the harvest comes, to prevent the people from going straight to judgment and damnation.  

 

Christ sees the harvest as all this mass of people moving toward judgment.  But before it gets there says, ‘Pray that God will “will send forth labourers in to His harvest”’.  It is God’s harvest.  Everyone will be harvested.  Isn't it amazing that, in such a desperate situation, He doesn't say, “Get out here as fast as you can and do the job!”  NO!  God doesn’t call us to recruitment or to enlistment.  God doesn’t say feverishly get out there.  He says, ‘Stop and “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest.”’
 
He doesn’t say “Pray for the Lost”

Pray, and do you notice what you're praying for?  He doesn't say, “Pray for the lost.” He doesn’t say that.  He says, “Pray for laborers.”  You can sit around and say, ‘Oh, Lord, save my aunt.  Lord, save my husband.  Oh, Lord, save my neighbor!”  And you just keep saying to yourself, “Well, they're not getting saved.  I'm sure I'm just going to keep praying.”  And you certainly NEED to keep praying.
Then all of a sudden start pray this way, “Lord, please send someone to reach my neighbor,”  and just keep praying that for a long time, and pretty soon you're going to say to yourself, “I think maybe I ought to go.”

You see, if all you're doing is praying for the person to be saved, you can keep them at arm's length.  But as soon as you start praying for the Lord to send someone their way, you’re going to realize that you are that ONE!

Intercession leads to Involvement 

Now, listen to me, the ones who were doing the interceding were the ones who got involved, right?  If you start praying, you are going to have what God gives to those who pray: that is, POWER!  
I’m not so concerned that you sign on the dotted line and tell me you are committed to this harvest in Hanover Park and Roselle.  I hope you truly are.  The only thing I’m really concerned about is that you get on your knees.  If you start praying for the lost long enough, I think God will draw you and lead you right out into where they are.  
There's an interesting phrase in verse 38.  It says, “He will send forth laborers.”  He is using a very strong Greek term that means to throw them out, to shove them out, to thrust them forth.  God will send the laborers.  Let God do it in your heart.  You will have the compassion that Jesus had if you start praying.  

Conclusion:  We need to pray more.  We need to proclaim more.  We need more power.  We need more compassion.  We need to let the compassion of Jesus literally move you.  It moved Him from Heaven to earth, and we have so little compassion, we can’t even get out of bed!  Wake up church!  The reapers are near at hand!
We pray for a harvest, but it is hard work!

