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Introduction:  Sunday morning we looked at four voices of Christmas.  I wanted to give twelve, but it looks like this year I’ll only be able to give two additional voices.  Next year we’ll look at the final six.

· The prophets were the voice of anticipation, as they foretold the ancient prophecies of the birth of God into this world.

· The angel Gabriel was the voice of confirmation.  He confirmed to the people involved their role in the birth of Christ.  He journeyed from Zacharias, to let him know he would be the father of the forerunner of the Lord—then to Mary-she would carry the Son of God, and then to Joseph-that he shouldn’t divorce her, but care for and protect her from the awful things they would have to face.

· Then Anna was the voice of thanksgiving.  She was married woman who became a widow in her early twenties, and she stayed single for sixty years.  She had much she could have been bitter about, but instead she saw her singleness as a gift from God and worshipped God in the Temple.  After sixty years of seeking the face of God, as Mary and Joseph entered the Temple, and she heard the voice of old Simeon praying for that Baby, she ran over there.  And she who sought the face of God actually saw the face of God in human flesh.  Though she had nothing of earthly value, she had God, and for that she was THANKFUL.  

· Then we saw the people of Israel had the voice of rejection.  Christ came unto His own and His own received him not!  

So Christ was anticipated, his first coming was confirmed.  Some were thankful like Anna.  Others rejected Him.  

And now we come to two more tonight.  We come to a voice that shouts God’s grace!!  John 1:14 we read, “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)full of grace and truth.”

None of us deserve to be here tonight.  Only undeserving people will be in heaven.  All because of Christ.  Mary knew that.  And that is why…
V. Mary’s voice is one of Grace.

At the time of Gabriel’s second visit to earth in NT times, in Luke 1:28, Mary is a pure, godly young girl, a virgin, probably around 16 years old.  Mary had been betrothed to Mary Joseph a poor carpenter in her hometown of Nazareth.  Mary is the picture of God’s grace.  

God’s story of grace in Mary’s life is more than a rags to riches Cinderella story—it makes Cinderella’s story seem boring.  Mary is a poor girl in a poor country, and she is in the poorest part of her country!  She goes from being looked down upon by the world—to being highly favored by God.  Out of all the women in the history of the world, only one would be chosen to bear God’s Son.  Mary is the chosen one.  That’s exactly what the angel tells here in Luke 1:28.  Mary hears the voice of an angel:  “Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women”.  
Verse 29 says “she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be”.  Mary was taken back.  The Catholics use this as a prayer, as if “hail” means to ‘worship’, but “hail” simply means “greetings” or “hello”.  The important phrase here is “highly favored”.  The angel called her one that was “highly favoured”.  The word “favoured” means ‘compassed with grace’.  She was an undeserving poor peasant girl that was chosen to carry her Creator and bring Him into this world.  

Mary was going to give birth to the King, not only of the Jews, but also of a multitude of Gentiles—this child would be the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the Head of the Church.

Mary is humbled and in awe over the grace that she has been given by God.  She decides to take a journey to Elizabeth’s house for the last three months of Elizabeth’s pregnancy.  

A. Mary’s Journey
Verse 39 says, “And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Juda; 40  And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth”.  It is possible that Zacharias lived in Hebron since Joshua 21:11 says that “Hebron…” is a city “… in the hill country of Judah”.   This would have been 20 miles south of Jerusalem, and a hundred miles south of Nazareth.

B. Mary’s Welcome
Verse 40 says that Mary salutes Elizabeth.  You can just imagine Mary probably a bit excited, “Elizabeth…Elizabeth”.  But the first person to greet her was not Elizabeth, but John the Baptist who was six months along in Elizabeth’s womb.  Immediately Mary is welcomed by John the Baptist, and “the babe leaped in her womb” (verse 41).  Elizabeth says in verse 44, “as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy”.  This isn’t a pro-life sermon per say, but I believe babies in the womb are real people from the point of conception, and that they have the capacity for joy and sorrow, just as this baby did.

Elizabeth now draws attention to the fact that she is carrying the Lord of the universe whom Elizabeth bows to in her womb.  Look at the middle of verse 41, “Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 42  And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 43  And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”.  And then look at verse 45, “And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.”
C. Mary’s Praise
I love Elizabeth’s last words to Mary.  Mary believed with all her heart all of the things the angel told her.  And this led her to joy and to praise God!

She outlines how God’s grace works.

As a candidate of God’s grace she says out of a sincere heart what every child of God says.   

1. First, God’s grace is to the humble. Verse 46, “And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 47  And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 48  For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed”. 

Out of all the women in the history of the world, only one would be chosen to bear God’s Son.  Mary is the chosen one. Mary couldn’t believe God had chosen her!  She did nothing to deserve it.  She was a sinner in need of a Saviour, and she had trusted in Him from a child.  She was humble!! And it was because of this that God chose her.

Application:  What do we learn from Mary’s voice of Grace?  God is NOT impressed with your house or your car or your friends, or your income!  God is not partial to the rich, the powerful, or the proud.  Vast numbers of people have perished because they were enamored by pride, power, and wealth.  But God does not choose on that basis.  In fact, it is the exact opposite.
Paul’s says this clearly in 1 Corinthians 1:26, “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29  That no flesh should glory in his presence.”

Let me say before we go on, that this is probably as good a place as any to say that Mary was a blessed person—she was given grace above and beyond any other woman on earth past present or future because she bore the Messiah.  But we must understand that it was not because she was morally perfect.  

a. Mary did not have a sinless life—she called the Lord, “God my Saviour”.  She was a daughter of Adam who inherited his sinful nature.  She obviously did not pass it onto Christ, for He was absolutely sinless, but Mary needed salvation from her own sins.

b. Mary was not a perpetual virgin.  That is, after Jesus was born, the Bible says that they had many children.  The Bible says in Matthew 1:24 that after his dream, “Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 25  And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.” So Joseph did have a family with Mary after Jesus was born.

c. The Roman Catholics also teach that Mary did not die, but ascended to heaven bodily.  That teaching is not found any where in the NT.  It is simply idolatry.

Let me say very clearly, that to venerate Mary is a sin.  It is idolatry.  In fact, there is an implicit warning against the veneration of Mary in Luke 11:27–28. Luke tells us that once after Jesus had spoken “a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked. 28  But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it”.    Jesus was fairly blunt here that the child of God who is saved and keeps the Word of God is in the same category of blessing as Mary!
Mary was blessed.  She was a humble no name girl and God chose to  bless her.

2. Second, a person who knows God’s grace has a heart in awe of God.   The person who is a true believer lives with a sense of awe and a sense of unworthiness.  

Look back at Luke 1:49, “For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.”  
God took someone totally unqualified in the eyes of man and used her as a vessel for salvation.  He’s not tainted by power and might and all that this world holds dear.  His name is HOLY!  “God is light and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5).  He is “of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity” (Habakkuk 1:13).  We don’t belong in the presence of a holy God.  

That’s why he chose a no name girl like Mary.  God gives grace to the humble.  

Mary’s point is that nothing we do can EVER impress God!!  He is beyond us.  He is separate from us.  That is what “HOLY” means.  God is completely free from sin, and his ways are not our ways. He is separate from and exalted above the creature. The angels cry out day and night from His throne: Holy, Holy, Holy!  

God is not impressed by what man is impressed with.  That is the essence of Mary’s prayer.  Look at the rest of it beginning in verse 50, “And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. 51  He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 52  He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 53  He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away”.
Proud, mighty, rich successful people do not impress God.  He cannot be bribed or impressed.  She sums up how God’s grace works in verse 54, “He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 55  As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.”  The word “holpen” means “to take hold of one, to help him up when he is in danger of falling” (Albert Barnes).

Grace is taking someone who is inches from hell, deserving of hell and lifting them up in mercy, giving them the right to be part of God’s plan, part of His family.

3. Thirdly, I want to go back up to verse 46 and make the point that a person who knows God’s grace has a heart that magnifies God!!  Look at verse 46, “And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 47  And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.”  Mary is quoting Psalm 35:9, “And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation.”  How does a soul magnify God? Our mouths magnify God by speaking his praises. But you cannot hear what a soul says. No one but you and God. At that moment Mary’s soul feels the greatness and holiness and mercy of God. And the feeling is primarily one of joy. " my spirit hath rejoiced in God!" (verse 47).  
Application:  The thing that glorifies God the most is that you would relax and find your happiness in God.  This world will never stop pushing you to be busy finding the next thing that will satisfy you.  Look no further.  Be like Mary and let your spirit be satisfied in the rivers of living water that flow from the throne of God!!  
So Mary, a young girl, represents the voice of Grace.  Now I want to look to Simeon, an old man, who represents the voice of Peace!  Turn over now to Luke 2:25.  

VI. Simeon represents the voice of Peace!  The world was on the edge of revolt against Rome in Simeon’s day.  The Bible says in Luke 2:25, “And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.”
By the time of Jesus’ birth, the Roman government had already occupied Jerusalem for sixty years.  Simeon was just a child when the Roman General Pompeii had easily conquered the Promised Land.  The Romans choked the life out of Judah.  They set up camps and built Roman fortresses.  But they did allow the Jews to continue worshipping the Lord.  And Israel was about the only nation that was exempt from service in the Roman army.  

Yet on the whole, the Romans were ruthless.  Rome was a military empire.  There were soldiers everywhere—garrisons, horses, spears and chariots.  How could Simeon hope for peace and comfort in a time like this? They took anything they needed—confiscating homes if they needed them, and imprisoning anyone who resisted.  And if you resisted Rome as a foreigner, you were put on a cross.  Roman crosses were seen all over the Mediterranean world. 

Some of the Jews, called Zealots, thought they could achieve peace through rebellion and revolution against Rome.  But that kind of peace never lasts!

You see, Rome was just a collection of depraved human hearts in need of a Saviour.  The need for Roman is not the military, but the Messiah.  So, Simeon was seeking peace for Israel by waiting for the Messiah. 

How are YOU seeking peace?  

A. Simeon’s promise
Simeon believed that all the warring kings in the world would one day be silenced by God’s King, the King of Kings!  He constantly prayed for the entire world to come under the power of the coming Redeemer!  And while Simeon was praying for this one day, verse 26 says, “it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ”.

B. Simeon’s power 

We read in the end of verse 25 that “the Holy Ghost was upon him”.  Simeon spent all the time he could in the Temple.  He was there with the crowd of people for each of the regular times of prayer and sacrifice.  But Simeon did not just experience God in the Temple.  He worshipped God in His heart.  “The Holy Ghost was upon him”, and so Simeon not only went to the Temple, but his body was the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Now let me tell you about Simeon’s surprise.

Simeon knew he would see the Messiah before he died, but he didn’t know when or how it would happen.  Verse 27 says, “And he [Simeon] came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law”.  One day Simeon saw a young woman and her husband bring their new baby to the Temple.  It had been forty days since Jesus birth.  The Jewish law requires that after giving birth to a son, a woman cannot enter the Temple until after her purification service on the 40th day.  And that is when the child is presented for dedication.  

When Joseph and Mary entered the Temple courtyard holding Jesus, Simeon had a supernatural revelation that this child was indeed the promised Son of God.  He ran over to them and held out his arms and asked to hold their baby boy.   And then verse 28 says, he took “him up in his arms, and blessed God”.  
D. Then we see Simeon’s prayer.  Simeon takes the Lord of Glory now in human flesh into his arms and probably holds him out above his head and he lifts up his voice to pray.  Look at verses 28-32, “Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29  Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: 30  For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 31  Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 32  A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel”.  

Here was peace!  The Roman Gentiles didn’t need a physical army—they needed the “Light of the Gentiles” to enlighten their hearts and bring true peace between heaven and earth, between God and man.  

As Simeon handed the Lord Jesus back to His mother, there was stunned silence.  In fact verse 33 tells us that “Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him.”  They had not expected this man to come out of nowhere and give a prayer of dedication for the Messiah!  So Simeon began to explain.  Verse 34 says that, “Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against”.  Jesus Christ is the sign of offence that would be known to all and hated by most.  The cross of Jesus Christ is offensive because it tells people they are sinners, and that this is the awful price of our sin.  You are much badder than you could ever imagine.  

As Simeon spoke these words, He got a glimpse of Mary’s terrible future.  This child that Mary was holding was born to die!  And this would break Mary’s heart.  Simeon tells Mary in verse 35, “(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,)that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

It would take a great amount of suffering for Jesus Christ to purchase peace.  But this is what the angels promised the night Jesus was born.  That army of angels shouted “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men”.

Application:  Simeon saw that peace face to face as he looked into the face of God that day.  Your peace will not come from a marriage or from a job or from the praise of men.  Your peace can only come through the good will of God who sacrificed His son on the altar of Golgotha.  You may be angry today.  You may be at war with people around you.  You may be at war with God Himself.   People may fail you, but it is not God who has failed you. God has given you His own Son!! 
While war rages around the world, Jesus Christ brings peace on earth!  And if you know Jesus Christ, there is no one any where that can harm you.  Not anything or anyone can touch you without God’s permission. 

Closing Hymn:  147 Amazing Grace
