Voices of Christmas, Part 1
Prophets, Gabriel, Anna, Israel
By Pastor Matt Black
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Lord's Day morning & evening
Isaiah 40:3

Introduction: I want you to open your Bibles to one of my all time favorite verses in Isaiah 40:9.  The title of this morning’s message is “Twelve Voices of Christmas”.

Isaiah 40:9 speaks of the time when God would come down to earth in human flesh.  Listen to the words of the prophet, “O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!”  

This morning we are going to look at twelve eye witnesses who beheld the God of the universe who was born into this world.  They are voices that come together to tell us how we can be saved.  And there is nothing more important than that today.  

[Prayer for guidance]

This morning I want to present to you twelve voices from the past that have more relevance today than at any other time in human history.  Each voice tells the story of God’s greatest gift to us—the birth of His Son into a sinful world.  But it was no ordinary human birth.  It was the birth of God becoming man!
This birth was the most greatly anticipated event in the history of the world.  

I. And so, the first voice is that of the Prophets.  They represent the voice of Anticipation.  
Have you ever been excited over a special day that was coming?  What kid doesn’t count the days until his birthday?  What engaged couple doesn’t number the days until they are finally married?  The prophets greatly anticipated the coming of Jesus Christ.

The message of the Gospel is so easy to come by today that we take it for granted.  But for many long dark years, the human race waited for the Redeemer to come.  From the very opening days of humanity, after Adam fell, there were prophets reminding every one of this coming special day, this specific time, when God would come into the world.  He would be born for one purpose: to die.  In fact, 1 Peter 1:10-11 tells us that “the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 11  Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.”
These prophets were looking forward to the birth of Christ.  And they carefully wrote down each minute detail. 
There was great anticipation for the birth of Jesus beginning at the fall of man.
A. Moses said recorded that the Savior of mankind would be born of the seed of the woman in Genesis 3:15.  After the fall God says to Satan, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15).  The seed of the woman would one day destroy the power of sin and Satan!  And in Galatians 4:4 we read, “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”  God said Christ would come, and He did come as the seed of the woman!  He had no earthly father!  God was his father.  
B. Micah said He would be born in Bethlehem.

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” (Micah 5:2). 

At the time, there was at least one other town in Palestine named “Bethlehem,” but Micah stipulated Bethlehem Ephrathah, in the region of Judea. Matthew relates this when he says “Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea…” (Matthew 2:1). And it was a “little” town, as Micah predicted, with a population estimated at only 2000. 

But small though it was, Bethlehem had been a productive town; King David was from there.  And the one that would be born there was God in human flesh, as Micah says, “whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” (Micah 5:2).

C. Isaiah said that Christ would have a miraculous birth.  He would be born of a virgin.  Isaiah 7:14, “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”  And Matthew 1:23 tells us this very thing occurred.  
D. The Psalmist recorded that he would be worshipped by royalty—Psalm 72:10, “the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.”  And Matthew 2:11 tells us that the Kings of the East came to Jesus and “fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.”
These are just a few of the ancient prophecies.  We could talk about hundreds of other prophecies about Jesus birth, life, death, and resurrection.  They are undeniable.  Skeptics would like to take these promises out of the Bible, but they can’t.  The truth is Jesus birth was predicted long before he came.  All the prophets foretold of Him.  

What a greatly anticipated birth!

Now we come to a second voice.
II. Turn in your Bible to Luke 1:13, where we meet Gabriel who represents the voice of Confirmation.  

The first time we meet Gabriel in the New Testament he has come into the Holy Place where Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, is offering incense.  And the first words we hear from him in verse 13, “Fear not”!  That is how Gabriel begins his conversations.  That’s how most angels begin their conversations.  I think that’s a good thing because I’m not used to talking to angels!

In verse 19, Gabriel introduces himself to Zacharias.  Gabriel’s words are so simple, and so amazing at the same time.  He says “I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God”.   Gabriel was an awesome site to see because he comes from the very presence of God.  But from time to time, the Bible records that he also stands in the presence of humans.  Angels only leave the presence of God if they have a mission or a message for someone.  That’s what an angel is: a messenger.  
This isn’t the first appearance of Gabriel in the Bible.  He was the one who came to Daniel and told him the meaning of King Balshazzar’s vision.  Daniel fell on his face and went unconscious when he saw Gabriel (Daniel 8:16-18).  

Gabriel was a messenger to Daniel on one other occasion, but we meet Gabriel in the New Testament in the book of Luke.  Three different times Gabriel comes to earth in connection with the birth of Christ.  
Gabriel is the voice of confirmation.  He confirms the good news of Christ’s birth to Mary, and it is most likely Gabriel that spoke to Joseph.  And before that, Gabriel confirmed to Zacharias, the aged priest, what part he and Elizabeth would play in preparing the way for the Lord to come to earth.  All three announcements came within months of each other. 

A. Zacharias (Luke 2:8-17): About a year before Christ was born, Gabriel was sent to Zacharias the priest in Jerusalem.  He was a very godly man, but he was aging, and it was a great burden to him and his wife Elizabeth that they had no children.  But this message from Gabriel would change that fact.  

Gabriel is the voice of confirmation, and what he confirmed to Zacharias that day would change his life forever.   His message to Zacharias is found in verse 13, “thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son”.  And this would not be just any son.  Verse 15 says that he would be “great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb”.  Their son would be the promised forerunner that would prepare the way for Christ into the hearts of men and women in the spirit and power of Elijah.  

Gabriel flew to Jerusalem.  Zacharias was in the temple.  We read in Luke 1:5-25, “There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 6  And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7  And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years. 8  And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest’s office before God in the order of his course, 9  According to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 10  And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense.”

There he was all alone in the Holy place, right next to the veil, just outside of the Holy of Holies—burning incense.  Verse 11 says that Gabriel appeared “standing on the right side of the altar of incense.”

At the altar of incense, Zacharias was as close as anybody ever got to the mercy seat in the Holy of Holies, except for the high priest, and he would go in only on the Day of Atonement.  Zacharias was busy doing his work, and finally he looked Gabriel’s way.  Verse 12 says “And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.”  Zacharias thought he was all alone!!  You can imagine why he was so scared.  He wasn’t alone, and the person he was with was obviously an angel.  

So Gabriel reassured him, verse 13, “Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.”

This should have caused Zacharias to celebrate.  Not only would Zacharias be a father, but he was to father John the Baptist.  John would take a Nazarite vow, and because of his ministry, verse 16 says, “many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.”
What was Zacharias’ response?  Shockingly, the aged priest did not believe the angel Gabriel.  He thought he was too old.  God would have to be limited by his old age.  
Verse 18, “And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.”

Finally, Gabriel revealed that he was not just an ordinary angel, but he was of the highest rank—verse 19, “And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God;”

Can you believe it?  Zacharias, even though he was a priest ministering daily so close the visible presence of God on earth in the Holy Place had a heart of UNBELIEF!  Gabriel ministered in the heavenly Temple!  How could this priest who was to tell people about God—how was it that he had a heart of unbelief?  But the truth is, there was unbelief in the Holy Place.  There Zacharias is at the Altar of Incense, in the very dwelling of God, filled with unbelief!  That is the worst kind of unbelief.  He would not believe this good news.  Gabriel says to him in verse 19, I “am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.”

But because he would not believe Gabriel had to bring the discipline of God upon Him.  Gabriel says in verse 20, “behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.”  Can you imagine Zacharias?  He comes home so excited that they would have a baby, but he couldn’t tell his wife because of his own doubt!   
Application:  How about you?  You may be active in church, but do you have a heart of unbelief?  Have holy things become so common to you?  Do you take this Christian life we have for granted?  We taste of the life to come!  We sing the praises of God!  There is nothing more exciting!  Has it become old to you?  
Have you forgotten the promises of God?  The name of Zacharias means “the Lord remembers”.  God knows your desires better than you do!  God’s thoughts toward you are great if you are his child.  And the promises of God are truer today than ever before!  
Six months later, Gabriel was sent on a second visit.  

B. Gabriel was sent to Elizabeth’s cousin Mary in Nazareth.  No one ever boasted about being from Nazareth.  It was home to around 2000 poor peasants.  The Romans kept one of their garrisons there, so it was considered an unclean place to live by the Jews.  Nathaniel asked in John 1:46 when he heard of the Messiah’s home town.  He said “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”

We don’t know what Mary was doing the day Gabriel arrived.  Her life probably consisted of grinding grain for bread, cleaning up the house, and perhaps taking care of younger siblings.

One thing we know was on her mind—she was getting married!!  I’m sure she was thinking of a certain poor carpenter named Joseph.  Mary was betrothed to Joseph.  Legally, this meant that Mary was already Joseph’s wife, though they would not share a home as man and wife until after the wedding day.  
As Mary was busy going through her day, one moment would come to pass, that would change her life forever!  In fact this one moment was till this point the most important in human history.  

One moment Mary is probably grinding grain, dreaming about wedding plans, and the next, she is looking into the face of an archangel!  We read in Luke 1:26, “And in the sixth month [of Elizabeth’s pregnancy] the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 27  To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 28  And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.”  Mary was upset about the way Gabriel greeted her.  What did this mean that she, a poor peasant girl was the most blessed woman on earth?  Gabriel replied in verse 30, “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.”

Then Gabriel confirmed the message he had for Mary.  He says in verse 31, “behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 32  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”

But Mary’s mind was not thinking on eternal things.  She asked a very obvious question.  How could she be pregnant since she had never been intimate with a man?   She was a virgin.  Here Gabriel was announcing the greatest theological event in history, and Mary wanted to talk biology! 
Consider the change that came in Mary’s life.  Thoughts of marriage were turned to thoughts of motherhood.  Her quiet, ordinary life, would now be a life lived for the ages.  She was to carry the Son of God!  

How would this happen?  Gabriel explained to Mary in verse 35, ‘The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”  The one born from Mary would be both God and man!  

Then Gabriel told Mary of another miracle that had occurred with her cousin Elizabeth!  Gabriel says to Mary in verses 36-37, “behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. 37  For with God nothing shall be impossible”.  

Mary had a very different response than Zacharias.  She believed God.  We see this in her response. Verse 38, “And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her”.

Application: The question is not ‘Why would God choose a poor peasant girl?’  The question is ‘why not’?  God favors the humble—he gives grace to those who are ‘poor in spirit’.  Now you may have a very common life, but if God is involved, as verse 37 says, “with God nothing shall be impossible”!  Do you believe that today?
Gabriel now had a third mission.  He had spoken with Zacharias and Mary.  

C. Now Gabriel was off to see Joseph for his third visit.  After this, Mary went to visit Elizabeth for three months until John the Baptist was born.  When she returned to Nazareth, it was obvious to all that she was with child!  Small town gossip soon filled Nazareth.  Joseph was the subject of much of the rumors.  He had many questions of his own.  Gabriel’s mission now was to let Joseph know that it was ok to follow through with his marriage plans.  
We read in Matthew 1:18, ”Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.”

Joseph did not want to embarrass her, but he was likely devastated when he learned Mary was pregnant. If he reported her, she could be stoned as an adultress according to the Law. So verse 19 records, “Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.”  Joseph had decided to divorce marry.  He was betrothed to her, but now he would call off the wedding.

That is when the angel appeared to Mary.  Now Gabriel is not named in this passage, but it is very likely the same angel.  So while, verse 20 says, “he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.”  Mary had NOT been unfaithful, but was a virgin and was carrying God in human flesh!  Verse 21, “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”

Joseph was to take part in something that had been told about long ago, over 600 years before.  Matthew records it in verse 22, “Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”

For Joseph, he would have to endure temporary local gossip in Nazareth.  But that would not compare to the role he was now given in the salvation of the entire world.  He was to raise the Son of God as his own son. 

And so Gabriel confirmed to three people: Zacharias, Mary, and Joseph the amazing details and events of Jesus’ birth.  He chose ordinary, faithful people to carry out His eternal plan.

III. Anna represents the voice of Appreciation.  Last night I was awakened by our water alarm.  2 oclock in the morning.  What I found when we got downstairs is that the sump pump’s valve switch was non-functional, and the melted snow from our front yard was pouring into our basement.

Now the Bible says we are to give thanks for everything.  And that is true!  So I kept telling Jill—I am so thankful that we have a basement to clean up!
Now God doesn’t tell us to be thankful for difficult things.  I want to make it clear that I despise broken sump pumps.  Do you know that in heaven there will be no sump pumps?

But we are to be thankful for the grace God gives us in hard things!  And we come to a woman who had a lot to be bitter about, but she wasn’t.  In fact, we could say she is the most thankful person in the Christmas story.

Turn over to Luke 2:36-38.  There we read, “And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity; 37  And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. 38  And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”

Anna was a dear old widow, who gave her life to worshipping God in the Temple was also privileged to see the face of God.  She is the voice of Thanksgiving.  She married young, but after seven years her husband died!  She probably married at around age 16.  Imagine being widowed at age 23!  For sixty years she had dedicated her life to God as a once married, but now single person.  
What did Anna have to give thanks for?  Anna had no real home but the Temple, and no real family but God’s people.  Anna could have become bitter because of her singleness, but instead, she did what she could not do as a married person.  She dedicated her every waking moment to the service of God. 

Every day Anna came to the Temple.  Anna was from the tribe of Asher, the northern most of the ten tribes that made up the northern Kingdom.  The ten tribes had long since vanished in the Assyrian captivity.  But Anna’s ancestors had hated the idolatry of the north and moved to Judah before the Assyrians came, and Anna’s family began to worship at the Temple in Jerusalem.  The Jews kept careful records of their genealogy.  
Her father’s name was Phanuel, or as the Jews called it: Penuel (Genesis 32:30).  He was named after the place where wrestled with God, and he named the place “Face of God” which is in Hebrew: Penuel.  Jacob had seen God face to face and lived.  Jacob had seen the face of God!  It sounds kind of funny to say that Jacob had seen God’s face.  How can a person see the face of God—Who is a Spirit?  But remember what the Psalmist says in Psalm 27:8, “When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek 9 Do not hide Your face from me…”  And Anna sought the face of God for many years.  It was her highest pleasure to look into the face of God!!  
Anna was a prophetess.  She fasted and prayed night and day.  Now there are two types of prophets in the Old Testament.  There were those who had a ministry of preaching and those who had a ministry of praise.  These would be like Samuel, Isaiah, and Jeremiah.  But those who prayed and ministered in the Temple were also called “prophets”. 1 Chronicles 25:1 tells us that “the sons of Asaph” prophesied “with harps, with psalteries, and with cymbals”.  It was clearly recognized that any one that took part in the public worship of God was giving a message about God.  Anna was a prophetess in that way.  Her life was dedicated to ministering to God’s people through prayers and praise.
Since Anna spent all her time at the Temple, she was there when Mary and Joseph brought Jesus there to be dedicated.  He was circumcised on the eighth day and dedicated according to the Law on the 40th day.   Anna would have been standing in the Temple courtyard praying.  People were coming and going as they always did.  Suddenly she stopped her prayer and turned to one of the gates.   Across the courtyard she saw a young woman and her husband enter the Temple area carrying a little baby.  That was not unusual.  Couples regularly bring their babies to the Temple for dedication.  
But as soon as this couple entered the courtyard, an old man approached them.  As she saw them talking, she began to make her way across the crowd up the stairs to the level of the courtyard where the couple was.  There was Mary with the Son of God in her arms.  She held out the Creator wrapped in human flesh to this old man.  Luke 2:28 says this man Simeon “then took… him up in his arms, and blessed God”.  This was the promised one of Israel that would rescue the world from eternal damnation!  The old man finished his prayer and gave the Baby back to His mother.  At that very moment, Luke 2:38 tells us “And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”
Anna, who had nothing truly had everything.  She sought the face of the Lord daily in the Temple, and as she looked upon the Baby in Mary’s arms, she saw the face of God in human flesh!
The Bible says Anna “gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”  I can imagine that at that moment she must have raised her hands and said, ‘Thank you God for bringing your Son into this world!!’  Thank you God!!  And Anna “spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38).
How about you?  Are you giving thanks for the Son of God?  This child is one for whom the whole world should be grateful!  Psalm 95:2, “Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.”
If you have everything this world offers, and yet have not the Lord, then you have NOTHING!  But if you have nothing and yet have the Lord, then you have EVERYTHING!

IV. Israel represents the Voice of Rejection.  We will close with this.  Turn over to John 1.  Look at verses 10-11.  We read that Jesus “was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not.”
Imagine all the promises of the prophets.  The people were waiting for the Messiah, but when God finally entered into the world in human flesh, they rejected Him.  Why?  Because they had their own concept of what the Lord Jesus should be like.  They shaped him according to their own imagination.

They thought-when the Messiah comes, he should be a great conqueror and King.   He should deliver us from the Romans.  The people of Israel wanted Christ to be a genie that would grant their earthly wishes.  

But Jesus has not come to suit your desires.  You must receive him as He is, as the Lord and Master of your life.  He tells you what to do and how to live!  If you say you know Jesus and He doesn’t control you, then you don’t know the Jesus of the Bible.  

The Bible says in John 1:11 that “his own received him not”.  But verse 12 says, “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name”.  

You say ‘I want to know Christ’, but how?  Verse 13 tells us “Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”  You must be born of God.  God must do such a work in your heart that you forsake all your ideas and plans for your life, and you serve Jesus Christ as the Lord of Glory. 

Verse 14 says, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)full of grace and truth.”  Do you see  Jesus Christ as someone who is simply a religious figure or do you see Him as your Creator who made you and made the world and He is your Master and your Lord and your Judge?
Conclusion: What is your response to Jesus?  Don’t leave Jesus in a manger or on a cross.  Receive him into your heart.  Jesus Christ will one day be your judge.  Are you ready to stand before Him on Judgment Day?  He is either your Lord and Master and Saviour, and He rules every part of you today—you are his slave and servant and friend, or you are his enemy, and He will judge you.  Jesus comes to you today, will you receive Him?

Come back on Wednesday, and we will learn about more voices.  The voice of Mary, the Wise Men, the Shepherds, the Inn Keeper and God the Father.  

Twelve Voices of Christmas, Part 2
By Pastor Matt Black
26 December 2007
Midweek Service
Isaiah 40:3
Introduction:  Sunday morning we looked at four voices of Christmas.  I wanted to give twelve, but it looks like this year I’ll only be able to give two additional voices.  Next year we’ll look at the final six.
· The prophets were the voice of anticipation, as they foretold the ancient prophecies of the birth of God into this world.

· The angel Gabriel was the voice of confirmation.  He confirmed to the people involved their role in the birth of Christ.  He journeyed from Zacharias, to let him know he would be the father of the forerunner of the Lord—then to Mary-she would carry the Son of God, and then to Joseph-that he shouldn’t divorce her, but care for and protect her from the awful things they would have to face.

· Then Anna was the voice of thanksgiving.  She was married woman who became a widow in her early twenties, and she stayed single for sixty years.  She had much she could have been bitter about, but instead she saw her singleness as a gift from God and worshipped God in the Temple.  After sixty years of seeking the face of God, as Mary and Joseph entered the Temple, and she heard the voice of old Simeon praying for that Baby, she ran over there.  And she who sought the face of God actually saw the face of God in human flesh.  Though she had nothing of earthly value, she had God, and for that she was THANKFUL.  

· Then we saw the people of Israel had the voice of rejection.  Christ came unto His own and His own received him not!  

So Christ was anticipated, his first coming was confirmed.  Some were thankful like Anna.  Others rejected Him.  

And now we come to one more tonight.  We come to a voice that shouts God’s grace!!  John 1:14 we read, “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)full of grace and truth.”

None of us deserve to be here tonight.  Only undeserving people will be in heaven.  All because of Christ.  Mary knew that.  And that is why…
V. Mary’s voice is one of Grace.
At the time of Gabriel’s second visit to earth in NT times, in Luke 1:28, Mary is a pure, godly young girl, a virgin, probably around 16 years old.  Mary had been betrothed to Mary Joseph a poor carpenter in her hometown of Nazareth.  Mary is the picture of God’s grace.  

God’s story of grace in Mary’s life is more than a rags to riches Cinderella story—it makes Cinderella’s story seem boring.  Mary is a poor girl in a poor country, and she is in the poorest part of her country!  She goes from being looked down upon by the world—to being highly favored by God.  Out of all the women in the history of the world, only one would be chosen to bear God’s Son.  Mary is the chosen one.  That’s exactly what the angel tells here in Luke 1:28.  Mary hears the voice of an angel:  “Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women”.  
Verse 29 says “she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be”.  Mary was taken back.  The Catholics use this as a prayer, as if “hail” means to ‘worship’, but “hail” simply means “greetings” or “hello”.  The important phrase here is “highly favored”.  The angel called her one that was “highly favoured”.  The word “favoured” means ‘compassed with grace’.  She was an undeserving poor peasant girl that was chosen to carry her Creator and bring Him into this world.  
Mary was going to give birth to the King, not only of the Jews, but also of a multitude of Gentiles—this child would be the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the Head of the Church.
Mary is humbled and in awe over the grace that she has been given by God.  She decides to take a journey to Elizabeth’s house for the last three months of Elizabeth’s pregnancy.  

A. Mary’s Journey
Verse 39 says, “And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of Juda; 40  And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth”.  It is possible that Zacharias lived in Hebron since Joshua 21:11 says that “Hebron…” is a city “… in the hill country of Judah”.   This would have been 20 miles south of Jerusalem, and a hundred miles south of Nazareth.

B. Mary’s Welcome
Verse 40 says that Mary salutes Elizabeth.  You can just imagine Mary probably a bit excited, “Elizabeth…Elizabeth”.  But the first person to greet her was not Elizabeth, but John the Baptist who was six months along in Elizabeth’s womb.  Immediately Mary is welcomed by John the Baptist, and “the babe leaped in her womb” (verse 41).  Elizabeth says in verse 44, “as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy”.  This isn’t a pro-life sermon per say, but I believe babies in the womb are real people from the point of conception, and that they have the capacity for joy and sorrow, just as this baby did.
Elizabeth now draws attention to the fact that she is carrying the Lord of the universe whom Elizabeth bows to in her womb.  Look at the middle of verse 41, “Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 42  And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 43  And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”.  And then look at verse 45, “And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.”
C. Mary’s Praise
I love Elizabeth’s last words to Mary.  Mary believed with all her heart all of the things the angel told her.  And this led her to joy and to praise God!

She outlines how God’s grace works.
As a candidate of God’s grace she says out of a sincere heart what every child of God says.   

1. First, God’s grace is to the humble. Verse 46, “And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 47  And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 48  For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed”. 

Out of all the women in the history of the world, only one would be chosen to bear God’s Son.  Mary is the chosen one. Mary couldn’t believe God had chosen her!  She did nothing to deserve it.  She was a sinner in need of a Saviour, and she had trusted in Him from a child.  She was humble!! And it was because of this that God chose her.
Application:  What do we learn from Mary’s voice of Grace?  God is NOT impressed with your house or your car or your friends, or your income!  God is not partial to the rich, the powerful, or the proud.  Vast numbers of people have perished because they were enamored by pride, power, and wealth.  But God does not choose on that basis.  In fact, it is the exact opposite.
Paul’s says this clearly in 1 Corinthians 1:26, “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29  That no flesh should glory in his presence.”

Let me say before we go on, that this is probably as good a place as any to say that Mary was a blessed person—she was given grace above and beyond any other woman on earth past present or future because she bore the Messiah.  But we must understand that it was not because she was morally perfect.  

a. Mary did not have a sinless life—she called the Lord, “God my Saviour”.  She was a daughter of Adam who inherited his sinful nature.  She obviously did not pass it onto Christ, for He was absolutely sinless, but Mary needed salvation from her own sins.

b. Mary was not a perpetual virgin.  That is, after Jesus was born, the Bible says that they had many children.  The Bible says in Matthew 1:24 that after his dream, “Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 25  And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.” So Joseph did have a family with Mary after Jesus was born.

c. The Roman Catholics also teach that Mary did not die, but ascended to heaven bodily.  That teaching is not found any where in the NT.  It is simply idolatry.

Let me say very clearly, that to venerate Mary is a sin.  It is idolatry.  In fact, there is an implicit warning against the veneration of Mary in Luke 11:27–28. Luke tells us that once after Jesus had spoken “a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked. 28  But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it”.    Jesus was fairly blunt here that the child of God who is saved and keeps the Word of God is in the same category of blessing as Mary!
Mary was blessed.  She was a humble no name girl and God chose to  bless her.

2. Second, a person who knows God’s grace has a heart in awe of God.   The person who is a true believer lives with a sense of awe and a sense of unworthiness.  

Look back at Luke 1:49, “For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.”  
God took someone totally unqualified in the eyes of man and used her as a vessel for salvation.  He’s not tainted by power and might and all that this world holds dear.  His name is HOLY!  “God is light and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5).  He is “of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity” (Habakkuk 1:13).  We don’t belong in the presence of a holy God.  

That’s why he chose a no name girl like Mary.  God gives grace to the humble.  
Mary’s point is that nothing we do can EVER impress God!!  He is beyond us.  He is separate from us.  That is what “HOLY” means.  God is completely free from sin, and his ways are not our ways. He is separate from and exalted above the creature. The angels cry out day and night from His throne: Holy, Holy, Holy!  

God is not impressed by what man is impressed with.  That is the essence of Mary’s prayer.  Look at the rest of it beginning in verse 50, “And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. 51  He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 52  He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 53  He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away”.
Proud, mighty, rich successful people do not impress God.  He cannot be bribed or impressed.  She sums up how God’s grace works in verse 54, “He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 55  As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.”  The word “holpen” means “to take hold of one, to help him up when he is in danger of falling” (Albert Barnes).

Grace is taking someone who is inches from hell, deserving of hell and lifting them up in mercy, giving them the right to be part of God’s plan, part of His family.

3. Thirdly, I want to go back up to verse 46 and make the point that a person who knows God’s grace has a heart that magnifies God!!  Look at verse 46, “And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 47  And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.”  Mary is quoting Psalm 35:9, “And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation.”  How does a soul magnify God? Our mouths magnify God by speaking his praises. But you cannot hear what a soul says. No one but you and God. At that moment Mary’s soul feels the greatness and holiness and mercy of God. And the feeling is primarily one of joy. " my spirit hath rejoiced in God!" (verse 47).  
Application:  The thing that glorifies God the most is that you would relax and find your happiness in God.  This world will never stop pushing you to be busy finding the next thing that will satisfy you.  Look no further.  Be like Mary and let your spirit be satisfied in the rivers of living water that flow from the throne of God!!  
So Mary, a young girl, represents the voice of Grace.  Now I want to look to Simeon, an old man, who represents the voice of Peace!  
Closing Hymn:  147 Amazing Grace
Turn over now to Luke 2:25.  

VI. Simeon represents the voice of Peace!  The world was on the edge of revolt against Rome in Simeon’s day.  The Bible says in Luke 2:25, “And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.”
By the time of Jesus’ birth, the Roman government had already occupied Jerusalem for sixty years.  Simeon was just a child when the Roman General Pompeii had easily conquered the Promised Land.  The Romans choked the life out of Judah.  They set up camps and built Roman fortresses.  But they did allow the Jews to continue worshipping the Lord.  And Israel was about the only nation that was exempt from service in the Roman army.  

Yet on the whole, the Romans were ruthless.  Rome was a military empire.  There were soldiers everywhere—garrisons, horses, spears and chariots.  How could Simeon hope for peace and comfort in a time like this? They took anything they needed—confiscating homes if they needed them, and imprisoning anyone who resisted.  And if you resisted Rome as a foreigner, you were put on a cross.  Roman crosses were seen all over the Mediterranean world. 

Some of the Jews, called Zealots, thought they could achieve peace through rebellion and revolution against Rome.  But that kind of peace never lasts!

You see, Rome was just a collection of depraved human hearts in need of a Saviour.  The need for Roman is not the military, but the Messiah.  So, Simeon was seeking peace for Israel by waiting for the Messiah. 

How are YOU seeking peace?  

A. Simeon’s promise
Simeon believed that all the warring kings in the world would one day be silenced by God’s King, the King of Kings!  He constantly prayed for the entire world to come under the power of the coming Redeemer!  And while Simeon was praying for this one day, verse 26 says, “it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ”.

B. Simeon’s power 

We read in the end of verse 25 that “the Holy Ghost was upon him”.  Simeon spent all the time he could in the Temple.  He was there with the crowd of people for each of the regular times of prayer and sacrifice.  But Simeon did not just experience God in the Temple.  He worshipped God in His heart.  “The Holy Ghost was upon him”, and so Simeon not only went to the Temple, but his body was the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Now let me tell you about Simeon’s surprise.

Simeon knew he would see the Messiah before he died, but he didn’t know when or how it would happen.  Verse 27 says, “And he [Simeon] came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law”.  One day Simeon saw a young woman and her husband bring their new baby to the Temple.  It had been forty days since Jesus birth.  The Jewish law requires that after giving birth to a son, a woman cannot enter the Temple until after her purification service on the 40th day.  And that is when the child is presented for dedication.  

When Joseph and Mary entered the Temple courtyard holding Jesus, Simeon had a supernatural revelation that this child was indeed the promised Son of God.  He ran over to them and held out his arms and asked to hold their baby boy.   And then verse 28 says, he took “him up in his arms, and blessed God”.  
D. Then we see Simeon’s prayer.  Simeon takes the Lord of Glory now in human flesh into his arms and probably holds him out above his head and he lifts up his voice to pray.  Look at verses 28-32, “Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29  Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: 30  For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 31  Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 32  A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel”.  

Here was peace!  The Roman Gentiles didn’t need a physical army—they needed the “Light of the Gentiles” to enlighten their hearts and bring true peace between heaven and earth, between God and man.  

As Simeon handed the Lord Jesus back to His mother, there was stunned silence.  In fact verse 33 tells us that “Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him.”  They had not expected this man to come out of nowhere and give a prayer of dedication for the Messiah!  So Simeon began to explain.  Verse 34 says that, “Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against”.  Jesus Christ is the sign of offence that would be known to all and hated by most.  The cross of Jesus Christ is offensive because it tells people they are sinners, and that this is the awful price of our sin.  You are much badder than you could ever imagine.  

As Simeon spoke these words, He got a glimpse of Mary’s terrible future.  This child that Mary was holding was born to die!  And this would break Mary’s heart.  Simeon tells Mary in verse 35, “(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,)that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

It would take a great amount of suffering for Jesus Christ to purchase peace.  But this is what the angels promised the night Jesus was born.  That army of angels shouted “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men”.

Application:  Simeon saw that peace face to face as he looked into the face of God that day.  Your peace will not come from a marriage or from a job or from the praise of men.  Your peace can only come through the good will of God who sacrificed His son on the altar of Golgotha.  You may be angry today.  You may be at war with people around you.  You may be at war with God Himself.   People may fail you, but it is not God who has failed you. God has given you His own Son!! 
While war rages around the world, Jesus Christ brings peace on earth!  And if you know Jesus Christ, there is no one any where that can harm you.  No terrorist or army can touch you without God’s permission. 

Other voices:
VII. Joseph represents the voice of Reason.  

VIII. The Shepherds represent the Voices of Declaration.

IX. The Wise Men represent the voice of Consecration.  

X. The Voice of the Inn Keeper (The Voice Busy)

XI. The Voice of Herod (The Voice of Deception)

XII. The Voice of God the Father (The Voice of Affirmation)

� Some of the sources that have been of great help for this message are as follows: The Twelve Voices of Christmas, which is a series of 12 soliloquies, each from the perspective an active participant in the birth of Christ, and based upon scripture by Woodrow Kroll and published by Back to the Bible, in Lincoln, Nebraska; and Why the Nativity by David Jeremiah (Tyndale House Publishers, Carol Stream, Illinois, 2006).





