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Hebrews 12:26, “At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens” (quoting Haggai 2:6).
Second Shortest Book

Haggai is second only to Obadiah in brevity among the Old Testament books, but this strong and frank series of four brief sermons accomplishes its intended effect.  It was written over a period of just under 4 month’s time.  We know this because of the clear dates recorded in Haggai.

In 538 B.C., Cyrus of Persia issued a decree allowing the Jews to return to their land and rebuild their temple, and in 536 B.C. work on the temple commenced. The returning exiles met with strong opposition from the Samaritans in the land, and work on the temple stopped in 534 B.C. It was in this context that God called His prophets Haggai and Zechariah to the same task of urging the people to complete the temple. All four sermons of Haggai are precisely dated in the year 520 B.C., the second year of the reign of Darius I (521–486 B.C.), king of Persia. The first was delivered on the first day of the Hebrew month of Elul (August-September), the second on the first day of Tishri (September-October), and the last two on the twenty-fourth day of Kislev (November-December). Later, the messages were compiled into what is now known as the book of Haggai. 

Houses More Important than Temple

The work on the temple had ceased and the people had become more concerned with the beautification of their own houses than with the building of the central sanctuary of God. Because of their misplaced priorities, their future labors cannot be blessed by God. Only when the people put the Lord first by completing the task He set before them will His hand of blessing once again be upon them.

Zechariah and Haggai

The prophet Haggai is known only from this book and from two references to him in Ezra 5:1 and 6:14. There he is seen working alongside the younger prophet Zechariah in the ministry of encouraging the rebuilding of the temple. Haggai returned from Babylon with Zerubbabel and evidently lived in Jerusalem.  After Haggai started preaching, Zechariah began preaching as well. 

Haggai, An Older Prophet from First Temple Era?

Haggai 2:3 is an interesting verse: “Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Doesn’t it seem like nothing to you?” (HSCB). Some interpret 2:3 to mean that he was born in Judah before the 586 B.C. destruction of the first temple and was one of the small company who could remember the splendor of the former temple. This would mean that Haggai was about seventy-five years old when he prophesied in 520 B.C. It is equally likely, however, that he could have been born in Babylon during the captivity.

A Message from God

One outstanding feature of Haggai’s message is his strong awareness that his messages had their origin in God. Some 25 times he affirmed the divine authority of his messages. He consistently introduced his messages with, “This is what the Lord Almighty says,” and concluded them with a similar focus (“declares the Lord Almighty”).

Apathy of the People
Haggai, along with Zechariah and Malachi, faced a different situation than had the pre-exilic prophets. Those earlier prophets confronted a people who tended to depend upon physical ceremonies and buildings rather than upon a true relationship with God marked by obedience. In contrast, the postexilic prophets ministered to a discouraged and apathetic people who were tempted to believe that nothing they did made any difference from a religious standpoint. The destruction of Jerusalem had humbled a once-proud people and they were influenced by the Persian view of all religions as equal in value. 

As a result, the returning Jews saw little reason to pay careful attention to their distinctive laws and practices, and they felt no need to be overly concerned about rebuilding the temple. Of course, the dangers of this situation were profound. In short order, the Jews would be assimilated into the pagan culture around them; the revelatory heritage would be lost, and the messianic line of promise extinguished. The postexilic prophets were faced with the task of encouraging the people to distinguish themselves from the other peoples by the character of their obedience, and this obedience had to begin with the rebuilding of the temple and the reestablishment of the Mosaic laws.

Structure and Themes

Haggai’s basic theme is clear: the remnant must reorder its priorities and complete the temple before it can expect the blessings of God. The four messages recorded here may be entitled: the completion of the latter temple (1:1–15), the glory of the latter temple (2:1–9), the present blessings of obedience (2:10–19), and the future blessings of promise (2:20–23). 

The promise of Haggai 2:9 points ahead to the crucial role the second temple was to have in God’s redemptive plan. Herod the Great later spent years enlarging and enriching this temple, and it was filled with the glory of God incarnate every time Christ came to Jerusalem. 

Keys for Christians

The Temple Filled with Glory
Haggai 2:6–7, 9, “For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. 7 And I will shake all nations, so that the Desire of All Nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts… 9 The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.’ ” 
This is a Messianic promise that will be fulfilled when 500 years after Haggai, the incarnate Son of God will enter the temple and bring a greater glory to it than the first temple. Christ is, as Hebrews 1:3 says, “the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power”. 

Even so, the true temple, His very body, would be destroyed and raised on the third day.  So all who believe in him and come to him are “living stones…built up as a spiritual house, a holy priesthood” offering up “spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). Solomon’s Temple and the rebuilt temple of Zerubbabel are shadows of the true Temple, the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19-20).
The Messianic Line
The Messiah is also portrayed in the person of Zerubbabel (2:23), who becomes the center of the messianic line, sealing both branches together. Zerubbabel was of the tribe of Judah, of the house of David.  He never had a kindom, nor ever wore a crown, nevertheless, the Lord chose him and made him as a “signet”. 
Haggai 2:23, “I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son of Shealtiel, declares the LORD, and make you like a signet ring, for I have chosen you, declares the LORD of hosts.”  So Zerubbabel becomes the center of the Messianic line and is like a signet sealing both branches together. Two lines descend from Zerubabbel, that of Mary the mother of Jesus and his step father, Joseph, who gave legal right to Jesus to reign (Matt. 1:12-13; Luke 3:27). 
Post-exile Prophet
Zechariah
 (God Encourages His People)
Author: the prophet Zechariah
Date: 515 BC
Matthew 23:34-37, “some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, 35  so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36  Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 37  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not!”
Background

For a dozen years or more, the task of rebuilding the temple had been half completed. The prophet Zechariah was commissioned by God to encourage the people to complete this important task. Rather than exhorting them with strong words of rebuke (as Haggai did), Zechariah offered a very positive goal: the temple must be built, for someday the glory of the Messiah would inhabit it.

Zechariah, whose name means “Yahweh Remembers,” was one of the postexilic prophets and a contemporary of Haggai. The name “Zechariah” was a popular one in the Old Testament, being shared by no fewer than twenty-nine Old Testament characters. As the son of Berechiah and grandson of Iddo, he came from one of the priestly families of the tribe of Levi. He was born in Babylon and was brought by his grandfather to Palestine when the Jewish exiles returned under Zerubbabel.

Time Period of Zechariah

Zechariah was a younger contemporary of Haggai the prophet, Zerubbabel the governor, and Joshua the high priest. The historical setting for chapters 1–8 is the same as that of Haggai (520–518 B.C.). Work was resumed on the temple in 520 B.C. and the project was completed in 516 B.C. Chapters 9–14 are undated, but stylistic differences and references to Greece (9:13) indicate a date of between 480 and 470 B.C. This would mean that Darius I (521–486 B.C.) had passed from the scene and had been succeeded by Xerxes (486– 464 B.C.), the king who made Esther queen of Persia.

Outline of Zechariah

Encouragement through God’s Rule – via eight visions (1:7–6:15)

Encouragement through God’s Word – via two messages (ch. 7-8)

Encouragement through God’s Son – via two prophecies (ch. 9-14)
Eight Night Visions (1:7–6:15)
These eight visions that Zechariah receives reveal God’s glorious future for His people under the rule and direction of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah.

	Zechariah’s Eight Night Visions

	Vision
	Reference
	Meaning

	The Red-horse Rider among the Myrtle Trees
	1:7-17
	Christ, our Warrior General, though hidden in trial, will be victorious – He shows there is a false peace among the nations.


	The Four Horns and the Four Craftsmen
	1:18-21
	The nations that persecute God’s people (the four horns, perhaps Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, and the Medo-Persians) would be torn down by four craftsman (unnamed, but the point is God is bigger than nations and able to bring in His kingdom.)

	The Surveyor with a Measuring

Line
	Chapter 2
	Christ is the Master Builder of His Church

	The Cleansing and Crowning of

Joshua the High Priest
	Chapter 3
	Justification and the Great Exchange – our filth for Christ’s Righteousness

	The Golden Lampstand and the

Two Olive Trees
	Chapter 4
	The Ministry of the Holy Spirit (olive tree) and Christ (the olive Branch)

	The Flying Scroll
	5:1-4
	The Ministry of the Scriptures (in comfort, conviction, & condemnation)

	The Women of Wickedness in the Basket
	5:5-11
	Wickedness (idolatry) Removed from Israel at Shinar (Babylon), represented by two women (possibly Babylon and Assyria)

	The Four Chariots
	6:1-15
	The Report of true rest that comes from the Messiah’s Kingdom


Two Messages

· Judgment Message Against Faking Worship (Hypocrisy)
Zechariah 7:5-6, 11-13 “Say to all the people of the land and the priests, When you fasted and mourned in the fifth month and in the seventh, for these seventy years, was it for me that you fasted? 6  And when you eat and when you drink, do you not eat for yourselves and drink for yourselves?... 11 But they refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their ears that they might not hear. 12  They made their hearts diamond-hard lest they should hear the law and the words that the LORD of hosts had sent by his Spirit through the former prophets. Therefore great anger came from the LORD of hosts. 13  “As I called, and they would not hear, so they called, and I would not hear.”

· Salvation Message About God’s Faithfulness 
Zechariah 8:2-8, 12, “Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great wrath. 3  Thus says the LORD: I have returned to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts, the holy mountain. 4  Thus says the LORD of hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of great age. 5  And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets. 6  Thus says the LORD of hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight of the remnant of this people in those days, should it also be marvelous in my sight, declares the LORD of hosts? 7  Thus says the LORD of hosts: behold, I will save my people from the east country and from the west country, 8  and I will bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in faithfulness and in righteousness. 12 For there shall be a sowing of peace. The vine shall give its fruit, and the ground shall give its produce, and the heavens shall give their dew. And I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things.”
Two Prophecies (ch. 9-14)
Prophecy of the First Advent (the Rejected Savior) ch. 9-11 – This prophecy describes the time of Zechariah through the rejection of Christ.  We have the humility of Christ on a humble donkey (9.9-10), and the rejection of Christ by the leaders of Israel (11:8).

Prophecy of the Second Advent (the Rejected Savior Enthroned) ch. 12-14 – The second burden begins with the nation in warfare and mourning over their sin toward the ‘one whom they pierced,’ and ends with God faithfully cleansing His people, going to battle on their behalf, and finally establishing His Kingdom physically on all the earth. 
Keys for Christians

Christ, the True Temple Builder & Priest-King
Zechariah 6:12–13, “Behold, the man whose name is the Branch: for he shall branch out from his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD. 13 It is he who shall build the temple of the LORD and shall bear royal honor, and shall sit and rule on his throne. And there shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.”

Since the promise is given to Zerubbabel that he himself will finish the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem (4:9), another temple must be intended here.  God promises that the man spoken of as the Branch – that is the Messiah (cf. Isa. 4:2; Jer. 23:5-6) – will build, not a temple to the Lord, but rather the temple of the Lord. Joshua the high priest who is given the crown is pointing toward the true Priest-King, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Moreover, Christ will be the glory of the new temple, and He will rule as both king and priest. Such a double function was impossible in the Old Covenant since priests were descended from the tribe of Levi, not Judah. 

The only other Priest King in the Old Testament is Melchizedek (Gen.14; Psa. 110), and our Lord is a priest in his priestly order (Heb. 7:1-10).
The Humble Messiah King
Zechariah 9:9-10, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  behold, your king is coming to you;  righteous and having salvation is he,  humble and mounted on a donkey,  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10  I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim  and the war horse from Jerusalem;  and the battle bow shall be cut off,  and he shall speak peace to the nations;  his rule shall be from sea to sea,  and from the River to the ends of the earth.”

The Jewish rabbis always understood this passage to refer to the coming of Messiah but tried to change their views after Christians applied it to Jesus of Nazareth. 

Half a millennium had passed before the Lord Jesus said to His disciples one day, ''Go into the village opposite you, in which, at your entering, you shall find a colt tied, on which never man sat; loose him, and bring him here'' (Luke 19:30). Christ entered Jerusalem amid the plaudits of the crowd, riding upon a colt in exact fulfillment of prophecy. The accuracy of the minute details in the Word are breath-taking! What other book would dare risk such predictions? [cf. Mat 21:1-11].
Christ is prophesied to be just, possessing salvation, humble, outwardly poor (riding in a donkey), and as one whose kingdom is characterized by universal peace, since He has conquered all kings and nations.

Messiah, Betrayed with 30 Pieces of Silver
Zechariah 11:12–13, “I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of silver. 13 Then the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—the lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD, to the potter.”

The chief priests and the elders of Jesus’ day had no realization that they were fulfilling prophesy when they paid the sum of 30 pieces of silver to Judas Iscariot.  After he committed suicide, they “threw it… to the potter” that is they bought the “potter’s field” with the blood money (Matt. 27:1-10; 11:12-13).

Messiah, the Pierced One

Zechariah 12:10 “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn”. 

Shortly after our  Lord died on the cross, soldiers arrived with orders to break the legs of the three crucified  men.  The legs of the men on either side of Christ were broken, but our Lord looked to be already dead, so a solider thrust a sword into His side and pierced Him.  He would be pierced but like the Passover Lamb of Exodus 12:46, “you shall not break any of his bones.” 

Also predicted in this passage is the great spiritual awakening of Pentecost where the crowd was confronted with crucifying the Lord.

· Acts 2:23, “this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men”.

· Acts 2:36, “Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

This brought a great spiritual awakening among Israel, so that they “mourned over him whom they pierced”.  As Acts 2:37, “Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

Messiah, the Stricken Shepherd

Zechariah 13:7-9  “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd,  against the man who stands next to me,”  declares the LORD of hosts.  “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered;  I will turn my hand against the little ones. 8  In the whole land, declares the LORD,  two thirds shall be cut off and perish,  and one third shall be left alive. 9  And I will put this third into the fire,  and refine them as one refines silver,  and test them as gold is tested.  They will call upon my name,  and I will answer them.  I will say, ‘They are my people’;  and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.”
At the first verse of Zech. 13, the Lord promises that a fountain will be flowing that will wash all the guilt of moral pollution away from His people.  What this fountain is becomes clear when read of the piercing of YHWH (12:10) and the striking of the Shepherd.  This fountain is the death and suffering of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary.  
In Matthew 26:31-32, Jesus quoted this passage and told his disciples that when he was crucified all his disciples would be scattered.  But he said “after I have been raised, I will go before you into Galilee” (Mt. 26:32). 

Messiah and His Robe of Righteousness

Zechariah 3:1–5, “Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him. 2 And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?” 3 Now Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy garments. 4 And the angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments.” 5 And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD was standing by.” \

From Matthew Henry on this passage:
“The angel showed Joshua, the high priest, to Zechariah, in a vision. Guilt and corruption are great discouragements when we stand before God. By the guilt of the sins committed by us, we are liable to the justice of God; by the power of sin that dwells in us, we are hateful to the holiness of God. Even God's Israel are in danger on these accounts; but they have relief from Jesus Christ, who is made of God to us both righteousness and sanctification. Joshua, the high priest, is accused as a criminal, but is justified. When we stand before God, to minister to him, or stand up for God, we must expect to meet all the resistance Satan's subtlety and malice can give. Satan is checked by one that has conquered him, and many times silenced him. Those who belong to Christ, will find him ready to appear for them, when Satan appears most strongly against them. A converted soul is a brand plucked out of the fire by a miracle of free grace, therefore shall not be left a prey to Satan. Joshua appears as one polluted, but is purified; he represents the Israel of God, who are all as an unclean thing, till they are washed and sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. Israel now were free from idolatry, but there were many things amiss in them. There were spiritual enemies warring against them, more dangerous than any neighbouring nations. Christ loathed the filthiness of Joshua's garments, yet did not put him away. Thus God by his grace does with those whom he chooses to be priests to himself. The guilt of sin is taken away by pardoning mercy, and the power of it is broken by renewing grace.”
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