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Exile Prophet in Babylon
Ezekiel
(God is Sovereign to Bring Redemption)
Author: the prophet Ezekiel
Date: Ministry from 592-570 B.C.
Revelation 21:22-26, “And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23  And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24  By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25  and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26  They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.”
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Background

Ezekiel is writing from a bad situation to more than 10,000 fellow Jews in the same situation.  They’re all exiled a thousand-mile walk from home living in the heart of the Babylonian Empire, in what is now Iraq. 

Ezekiel, who is of the priestly line of Levi, at the age of 25, was amongst 3,000 upper class Jews who were exiled to Babylon. On the bank of the Chebar River, in Tel Abib (Mound of the Deluge, Babylon), Ezekiel and his wife dwelled in their own home where exiled Judaic visitors came to seek his prophetic insights (Ezekiel 1:1,3:15). There is no mention of him having any offspring, only that his wife died rather young, in the ninth year of exile, when Ezekiel was 34 years of age (Ezekiel 24:1, 18). At the age of 30, Ezekiel begins 22 years of ministry as a prophet, from 592 to 570.

Babylon Replaces Assyria as World Power

Babylon had already invaded the Jewish nation twice. First in 625 BC. That was to introduce themselves as the new world superpower replacing Assyria, which they had just crushed.  They also took the occasion to demand that the Jews send them tax money each year.  The Babylonisans came again eight years later in 597BC.  They did this to collect their taxes after the Jewish king decided to stop sending money.  

It was during the second invasion that Babylon took thousands of Jews with them, Ezekiel included.  Political prisoners, of sorts, many were free to live as they pleased in Babylon – as long as they didn’t try to go home.  

The Priest without a Temple

Ezekiel is a priest, which means he now has nothing to do.  The work of a priest takes place in the Jerusalem temple, which for Ezekiel is a long and forbidden commute.  But God gives him a new job.  Ezekiel becomes a prophet to the Jewish exiles in Babylon.  Nebuchadnezzar would destroy Solomon’s Temple in 587 BC during what is known as the “Jerusalem Siege”.

Ezekiel’s Message

Ezekiel’s message has two basic points: 

· Judgment: God is going to allow the Babylonians to destroy what remains of the Jewish nation and to exile most Jews who survive the onslaught. 

· Glory: God will eventually send the Jews back home to rebuild their nation to levels of glory never seen before. 

Ezekiel uses prophecies, parables, signs, and symbols to dramatize God’s message to His exiled people. Though they are like dry bones in the sun, God will reassemble them and breathe life into the nation once again. Present judgment will be followed by future glory. The Hebrew name transliterated “Ezekiel” means “God Strengthens” or “Strengthened by God.” The name occurs twice in this book and nowhere else in the Old Testament.

Visions, Dreams, and Dark Sayings

Ezekiel begins his autobiographical account by declaring “The heavens were opened and I saw visions of God” (1:1). A vision in the Bible days was a miraculous  experience of a man of God on a special occasion whereby God revealed truth to him in some pictoral and audible form.  Visions and dreams given to prophets are often “dark sayings” and not easy to interpret. Consider the words of God in Numbers 12:6–8, “And he said, “Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the LORD make myself known to him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream. 7 Not so with my servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house. 8 With him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in riddles [dark sayings], and he beholds the form of the LORD...”

	Comparison of the Four Major Prophets

	
	Isaiah
	Jeremiah
	Ezekiel
	Daniel

	Prophesied To:
	Jews in Judea
	Jews in Judea and captivity
	Jews captive in Babylon
	Jews captive in Babylon and Gentile kings

	Concerning:
	Judah and Jerusalem 
(Isa. 1:1; 2:1)
	Judah and Nations (Jer. 1:5, 9-10; 2:1-2)
	The whole house of Israel 
(Ezek. 2:3-6; 3:4-10, 17)
	Israel and Gentile Nations 
(Dan. 2:36ff; 9)

	During the reigns of:
	Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah (kings of Judah)
	Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah 
(kings of Judah)
	Zedekiah 
(king of Judah); 

Nebuchadnezzar 
(king of Babylon)
	Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah 
(kings of Judah).

Nebuchadnezzar 
(king of Babylon

	Dates:
	740-680 B.C.
	627-585 B.C.
	592-570 B.C.
	606-537 B.C.

	Historical 
Setting:
	2 Kings 15-21;
2 Chronicles 26-30
	2 Kings 22-25
	Daniel 1-6
	Daniel 1-6


Keys for Christians

The Work of the Spirit
The English pastor of the 19th century, John Gill noted that the vision of Ezekiel’s first chapter of the “wheel in a wheel” was a vision of the operation of the Spirit of God. He writes:

There is an unity, harmony, and consistence, in the ministration of the gospel; the wheels have one likeness; and though the doctrines of the gospel are mysterious, abstruse, and hidden to many, are like a riddle, or an enigma, or as a wheel within a wheel yet they are plain to enlightened minds, to them that find spiritual and experimental knowledge: and as wheels when set in motion roll on with force and rapidity; so the doctrines of the gospel, when the Spirit of God is in those wheels, or when they are attended with his energy, they come with demonstration and power, and are the power of God unto salvation.

The Throne of God and the Glory Cloud
What we have in the first chapter of Ezekiel is a vision of God.  The wheels are the operation of God’s Spirit.  We see the angelic “living creatures” doing the  bidding of the Spirit of God: “Wherever the Spirit wanted to go, they went, and the wheels rose along with them, for the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels” (1:20).

Upon the wheels is the throne of God: “And above the expanse over their heads there was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of a throne was a likeness with a human appearance” (1:26) and “Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. ” (1:28b). 

Ezekiel Falls on His Face

The key elements that point us to this amazing vision of God are the oft mentioned “fire” and “cloud” that remind us of the glory cloud that led the children of Israel in their wanderings.  In chapter 1, Ezekiel sees God Himself, glowing and surrounded by a halo of light. “Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking” (1:28b).

Hope in Judgment 

Ezekiel’s message, though hard to hear, at least offers hope.  It assures the Jews that even though they’re in breach of contract for breaking their ancient covenant to serve God, they are still God’s chosen people.   God will punish them for their centuries of sin.  But punishment isn’t God’s final word.  Ezekiel and the other Bible prophets don’t end their messages with doom and gloom.  Their messages end with God’s punishment achieving its effect: repentance, forgiveness, and restoration back into the land.  

A Bitter Message, Sweeter than Honey
This judgment and rebuild temple will prepare the way for Messiah to come. For the Jews in exile, Ezekiel says they can count on going back home to a better Jerusalem than they left. We see this in Ezekiel 2 and 3.

2:9-10, “when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. 10  And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe.”
3:3, “Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey.”

It was a scroll of bitter judgment that would end up in great glory – a message that is sweeter than honey! 
Ezekiel’s Tel Aviv

Israel’s most cosmopolitan city took its name in 1909 from the first Jewish community to hear Ezekiel’s message.  The prophet went to “Tel-abib” (Eze. 3:15). The name means "mound of the deluge" because it was flooded by the Euphrates River in the land of Babylon.  When the Jews returned to Israel, they named their coastal city “Tel Aviv” to symbolize the rebirth of Israel, which Ezekiel predicted.

Ezekiel’s Wife

His wife died as a sign to the exiled Jews that Jerusalem would not be spared (24:16–24). His prophetic ministry shows a priestly emphasis in his concern with the temple, priesthood, sacrifices, and the Shekinah (the glory of God manifested in the temple). As Ezekiel was not allowed to mourn for that which was precious to him, so the Jews were not to mourn the Temple of God. 

Ezekiel 24:16–24, “Son of man, behold, I am about to take the delight of your eyes away from you at a stroke; yet you shall not mourn or weep, nor shall your tears run down. 17 Sigh, but not aloud; make no mourning for the dead. Bind on your turban, and put your shoes on your feet; do not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men.” 18 So I spoke to the people in the morning, and at evening my wife died. And on the next morning I did as I was commanded. 

19 And the people said to me, “Will you not tell us what these things mean for us, that you are acting thus?” 20 Then I said to them, “The word of the LORD came to me: 21 ‘Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will profane my sanctuary, the pride of your power, the delight of your eyes, and the yearning of your soul, and your sons and your daughters whom you left behind shall fall by the sword. 22 And you shall do as I have done; you shall not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men. 23 Your turbans shall be on your heads and your shoes on your feet; you shall not mourn or weep, but you shall rot away in your iniquities and groan to one another. 24 Thus shall Ezekiel be to you a sign; according to all that he has done you shall do. When this comes, then you will know that I am the Lord GOD.’”

The Loving Nature of God: Why Will You Die?

Ezekiel 33:11, “Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?”
Ezekiel 18:31–32, “Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 

God is not a masochist.  He takes no pleasure in people’s pain.  He is far more merciful than us.  He is far more loving.  He is not capricious and quick tempered, but “slow to anger and plenteous in mercy”.  How do we understand that God’s nature is love, and yet many perish?  John Calvin’s comments on this verse:

“We must here beware of mingling together things which are totally different–as widely different from each other as heaven is distant from the earth. God, in coming down to us by his word, and addressing his invitations to all men without exception, disappoints nobody. All who sincerely come to him are received, and find from actual experience that they were not called in vain. At the same time, we are to trace to the fountain of the secret electing purpose of God this difference, that the word enters into the heart of some, while others only hear the sound of it…

God has no pleasure in the death of a sinner: How? because he would have all men turned to himself. But it is abundantly evident, that men by their own free-will cannot turn to God, until he first change their stony hearts into hearts of flesh…
…[Yet] God desires nothing more earnestly than that those who were perishing and rushing to destruction should return into the way of safety. And for this reason not only is the Gospel spread abroad in the world, but God wished to bear witness through all ages how inclined he is to pity. 
… Ezekiel again exhorts the people to leave off complaining, and to acknowledge that there is no remedy for their evils but to be reconciled to God. But that cannot be done unless they repent. For God was not hostile to them in vain; nor did he, after the manner of men, persecute with hatred the innocent, and those who did not deserve it. Hence it was necessary to seek God’s pardon.

We cannot understand God’s work in salvation.  Who has known the mind of the Lord? Paul rightly says, “His ways are past finding out” (Rom. 11:33).  His electing love is a mystery.  But one thing is clear from Ezekiel, that those who perish do so because they want to.  No one flies to destruction who doesn’t want to go there. God is not willing that any should perish.  He takes no delight in the wicked.  The greatest revelation of the nature of God is in the Cross.  God not only says, “why will you die?’ begging and pleading with Israel, but He sends His Son, the perfect Son to die for the sins.

Ezekiel is clear in these verses, that sin can be pardoned by a repentant turning to YHWH.  “Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit” (Eze. 18:31).  Paul said in Acts 17:30, “God calls all men everywhere to repent”.  What do we say to this? 
Charles Hodge put it this way:

“The conviction that God is love, that he is a kind Father, is necessary to encourage sinners to repent. The prodigal hesitated because he doubted his father’s love. It was his hope that encouraged him to return. This truth is necessary to our confidence in God. It is the source of gratitude and love.

It is to be held fast to under all circumstances. We are to believe though so much sin and misery are allowed to prevail. We are not to resort to false solutions of this difficulty, to assume that God cannot prevent sin, or that he wills it as a means to happiness. He allows it because it seems good in his sight to do so, and this is the highest and the last solution of the problem of evil.

How do we reconcile this seeming conflict?  We cannot this side of eternity.  God is a loving God.  It is in this spirit that Ezekiel demonstrates that God can manifest His nature and how he “loved the world” in such a manner that He would give His only Son for sinners (John 3:16). How does a Christian reconcile this to evangelism?  I find it helpful to think on the words Spurgeon was once reported to pray: ‘“Lord, call out your elect, and then elect some more.”
  Though this does not define the mystery of election, it does define the heart of God.
The Good Shepherd, Great Shepherd, Chief Shepherd
A condemnation of the current leaders of Israel leads to a prophecy of the true Shepherd that would come and gather His sheep to Himself.  

Ezekiel 34:11–14, “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel.”

This passage has a clear allusion to the Shepherd’s Psalm 23, another prophecy given of the coming of David’s Son who is both King and Shepherd.  

Ezekiel 34:23–24, “And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” This is an obvious prophecy of Christ who is the “Good Shepherd” (Jn. 10:11-16).  

Christ claims personally to be “the good shepherd” mentioned in Ezekiel. They will be one and have one Shepherd over them (cf. Jn. 17, Jesus’ high priestly prayer). He is the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4) and the Great Shepherd of the sheep (Heb. 13:20).  The Son of God comes to gather into one flock the “lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 15:24) and the lost sheep from among every nation (Matt. 28:18-20). 

Christ summarizes His fulfillment of this prophecy from Ezekiel in John 10:16, “And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.”

The River of Life

Pouring from the Temple is a stream.  Ezekiel 47:1, “Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, water was issuing from below the threshold of the temple toward the east…” Everywhere this water flows it brings life where  previously there had been nothing but death. Ezekiel 47:9, “And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will live where the river goes.”  

The picture of the healing waters flowing  from the altar in the temple holds a remarkable Christological message. The Temple symbolizes Christ; the altar symbolizes Christ crucified; the healing water indicates the spiritual life that flows from the crucified Savior (cf. John 19:34, “But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water”).  

To the Samaritan woman, the Lord offered “living water” (John 4:10).  The ‘water’ that He gives becomes a “fountain of water springing up into everlasting life (John 4:14).  A little later at the Feast of Tabernacles, we read our Lord’s commentary of how He is this River of Life: “On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7:37–39).

The River of Life is flowing from the Temple (47:1; Joel 3:18; Zech.14:8-9).  This is the “river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High” (Psalm 46:4).  Along its banks are trees that provide food and medicine, “for the healing of the nations” (47:12; Rev. 22:1-2). Ezekiel’s Temple’s greatest fulfillment is in the people of God.  We are formed into a Temple as we are builded into Christ, who is the chief Cornerstone! 

The New Heart and Covenant

Ezekiel 36:25–27, “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.”

Ezekiel 37:26–28, “I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.” 

The context shows that there will be a wonderful spiritual awakening that will begin with Israel.  This awakening as we will see in a moment had a powerful beginning at Pentecost in Acts 2. This was the ratification of the New Covenant – the pouring out of the Spirit of God (cf. Jer. 31:33-34).

The signification addition promised by God and prophesied by Ezekiel is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in believers.  This is one of the glories of the New Covenant.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit was dependent upon the completed work of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He must be glorified (John 7:37-39), dying and suffering in the place of His people, rising from the dead, and ascending to the glory of the Father to the right hand of the “Majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3). 

The Promises of the New Covenant are:

· The complete removal of sin through the cleansing blood of the New covenant (36:25; Heb. 13:20).

· The law of God written on the heart – an obedient and sensitive heart of flesh with the removal of the heart of stone (36:26; Jer. 31:33; 2 Cor. 3:3; 5:17 – “old things are passed away, the new has come”). 

· The Holy Spirit of God indwelling all believers (36:27; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19).

The Valley of Dry Bones – Born Again!
Twenty-five times Ezekiel referes to the ministry of the Spirit of God (e.g. chapter 1, 2:2; 3:12, 14, 24).  The unique work of the Holy Spirit is brought to attention in the vision of the Valley of Dry Bones in Ezekiel 37:1–14, “The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

Here the spiritual destitution, regeneration and restoration of God’s people are envisioned.  The vision denotes the collective misery of Israel in exile and of mankind in general as “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1-3).  Ezekiel is not concerned with the political stature of the nation, but simply being alive as soldiers in the army of the Living God.  

The Power of the Word – The power of the new life is in the Word that Ezekiel prophesies.  Ezekiel is directed to preach and pray, and the result is the life of those who were spiritually dead.  They are resurrected!  This is the “first resurrection” spoken of by John in Revelation 21:4-6.  He who has the first resurrection will not partake in the second death.
From this and other Old Testament Scriptures, Nicodemus should have understood as a teacher  of Israel, the words of the Lord Jesus in John 3:5–8 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  
This vision is linked with the Day of Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:2–4, “And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

The True Temple

Ezekiel 37:27, “My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” The destruction of Jerusalem and the temple by the invading forces of the Babylonians in 586-7 BC brought dismay to the Jews in Babylon.  Thirteen years after the fall of the city, Ezekiel is given the vision of a new temple in Jerusalem (40:1). 

When the exiles return following the decree of Cyrus  (539 BC) Zerubbabel, encouraged by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, reguilds the temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 5:2; 6:14-16).  But it as not as spectacular as prophesied by Ezekiel.  Some elements of the vision seem to go beyond a reasonable literal understanding (47:1-12). 

The second Temple as expanded under King Herod did much to try to come close to Ezekiel’s vision – it was a mammoth Temple! But it was still just a fourth of the size of the Temple in Ezekiel’s vision.

Several solutions to this prophecy have been noted. 

1. Some say that Ezekiel’s Temple will be built in the Millennial Kingdom.  This view held by Premillennialists only.  It is a possibility, but problematic as it would entail continued animal sacrifice after the Second coming of Christ.
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Others hold that this was the Temple that God intended for Zerubbabel to build, and had the Jews continued to obey God, they would have built it, but they came short.  
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Others still hold that Ezekiel’s Temple is ultimately a shadow of the true temple, Christ and His church where He will be our God and we will be His people.

I find a combination of the second and third views satisfactory. The Jews did not obey the Lord as they should and yet, we can all be encouraged at the spiritual insights that Ezekiel’s Temple gives us.  

The Temple is ultimately a picture of Christ and His people even as the Apostle John speaks of in the book of Revelation 21:1-3, 22-26, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 
22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23  And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24  By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25  and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26  They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.”

Ezekiel’s Temple points to the true Temple, the people of God.  Consider:
· It’s large – God wants many people of all nations to come! 

· There are numerous hundreds of dining areas, little restaurants – an invitation to dine with God as our Friend

Acts 7 is a very helpful commentary in understanding the ultimate meaning of the shadow of the Temples in Scripture.  Acts 7 is actually quoting Isaiah 66:1-2.

Acts 7:48–50, “Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, 49  “ ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest?  50  Did not my hand make all these things?’ 

Symbolic of Christ – Ezekiel’s temple is ultimately a symbolic shadow and  picture of Christ.  He is the true and living Temple. He pointed to Himself as the true Temple when he said if they tore down “this Temple” He would rebuild it in three days (John 2:19-22).  He draws His people together as “living stones” in this true Temple, His Body. 1 Peter 2:5, “you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 2:21, “in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord” (cf. 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19). 

E.J. Young (Westminster theologian and popular commentator) concludes, “This elaborate representation [of Ezekiel’s Temple] is a picture of the Messianic age.  The Lord dwells in the midst of His people…Ezekiel… was speaking of Christ… He was in a manner peculiar to himself, preaching Jesus Christ.”

Parallels between Revelation and Ezekiel
	THE VISION
	EZEKIEL
	REVELATION

	1.  The throne vision
	Chapter 1
	Chapter 4

	2.  The book being opened
	Chapters 2-3
	Chapter 5

	3.  The four plagues
	Chapter 5
	Chapter 6:1-8

	4.  Those slain under the altar
	Chapter.6
	Chapter 6:9-11

	5.   The wrath of God
	Chapter 7
	Chapter 6:12-17

	6.   The seal on the Saint's foreheads
	Chapter 9
	Chapter 7

	7.   The coals from the altar
	Chapter.10
	Chapter 8

	8.   The 1/3 destruction
	Chapter 5:1-4 &12
	Chapter 8:6-12

	9.   No more delay
	Chapter 12
	Chapter 10:1-7

	10. The eating of the book
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 10:8-11

	11.  Prophecy against the Nations
	Chapters 25-32
	Chapter 10:11

	12.  The measuring of the Temple
	Chapters 40-43
	Chapter 11:1-2

	13.  Comparing Jerusalem to Sodom
	Chapter 16
	Chapter 11:8

	14.  The cup of wrath
	Chapter 23
	Chapter 14

	15.  The vine of the land
	Chapter 15
	Chapter 14:18-20

	16.  The great harlot
	Chapters 16, 23
	Chapters 17-18

	17.  The lament sung over the city
	Chapter 27
	Chapter 18

	18.  The scavenger's feast
	Chapter 39
	Chapter 19

	19.  The first resurrection
	Chapter 37
	Chapter 20:4-6

	20.  The Battle of Gog and Magog
	Chapter 38-39
	Chapter 20:7-9

	21.  The New Jerusalem
	Chapters 40-48
	Chapter 21

	22.  The River of Life
	Chapter 47
	Chapter 22


Conclusion: It is vital to read the Old Testament and see Christ in it to understand the new.  Ezekiel is a good example of this.  Christ rebuked Nicodemus for not understanding passages like Ezekiel 36:25-27 in understanding the miracle of regeneration (John 3).  If Jesus were here, would he have to rebuke us? 
Will you take the time and give yourself to study the book of Ezekiel in a devotional way.  If you choose to, I know of no better guide through the book of Ezekiel than Matthew Henry’s commentary.  It is free online and very useful.
� John Gill’s Sermon on Ezekiel one, accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.reformedreader.org/rbs/gill/wheels.htm" �http://www.reformedreader.org/rbs/gill/wheels.htm� on 8 May 2013.


� John Calvin, commentary on Ezekiel 18 and 33.


� Charles Hodge, ‘Who will have all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 1 Tim. 2: 4,” in Conference Papers, (New York, Charles, Scribner’s Sons, 1879), 18-19.


� Timothy George. Baptist Theologians, 272.
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