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Exile Prophet in Babylon
Daniel
(God is Sovereign to Bring Redemption)
Author: the prophet Daniel (12:4)
Date: Ministry from 606-537 BC
Matthew 24:15-16, “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),  16  then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.”
Background

Three of the most famous stories in the Bible are recorded in the book of Daniel: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the fiery furnace, the handwriting on the wall at Belshazzar’s feast, and Daniel in the den of lions. The central message of God’s power and ultimate triumph is clear and is as relevant today as it was in the time of Daniel. 

The name “Daniel” means “God is my Judge,” and the book is named after the author and main personality in the book. Christ attributed a quote from Daniel 9:27 to “Daniel the prophet” (Matt. 24:15).

Daniel was an adolescent when he was deported in 605 B.C. to Babylonia, where he lived more than seventy years. It seems that he belonged to a high-class family from Jerusalem. The deportation of the descendants of the nobility to Babylon had been prophesied by Isaiah to Hezekiah (Is. 39:7). 

Along with the thousands of captives from Judah that were led to Babylon between 605BC and 582BC, the treasures of the palace and temple of Solomon were transferred. The Babylonians had subjugated all the provinces controlled by Assyria and consolidated its empire within an area that covered a great part of the Middle East.

Governing such a diverse empire in a territory so vast required the assistance of an efficient administrative bureaucracy.  So Babylon took the best and the brightest of Israel and made them essentially educated slaves.  Those who possessed required abilities became the right hand of the government. Because of the gifting, knowledge and good appearance, four young Hebrews were selected for the training program (1:4). The notable character of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah assured them positions in the king's palace; and it was Daniel who stood out above all the wise men of that vast empire (6:1-3).

Daniel is one of the few well-known biblical characters about whom nothing negative is written. His life was characterized by faith, prayer, courage, consistency, and lack of compromise. This “greatly beloved” man (9:23; 10:11, 19) was mentioned three times by his sixth-century-B.C. contemporary Ezekiel as an example of righteousness.

The Languages of Daniel

Daniel is written in both Hebrew and Aramaic. After an introductory chapter in Hebrew, Daniel switches to the Aramaic language in chapters 2–7 to describe the future course of the Gentile world powers. Then in chapters 8–12, Daniel reverts to Hebrew to survey the future of the Jewish nation under Gentile domination.

Theme: His Kingdom Cannot Fail!
The theme of God’s sovereign control in the affairs of world history clearly emerges and provides comfort to the future new covenant church, as well as to the Jews whose nation was destroyed by the Babylonians. The Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans will come and go, but God will establish the kingdom of Jesus Christ through His redeemed people forever.

Parallels between the visions of Revelation and Daniel
	THE VISION
	DANIEL
	REVELATION

	1.  Three and a half time period (a time, 2 times and ½ a time)
	Chapter 12:7
	Chapter 11:9, 11

	2.  The 10 horns
	Chapter 7:8
	Chapters 12:3, 13:1; 17:3, 8

	3.  The Leopard, the Bear, and the Lion
	Chapter 7:4-6
	Chapter 13:2

	4.  The Beast mouthing boasting and blasphemies
	Chapter 7:8,11
	Chapter 13:5

	5.  The war against the Saints
	Chapter 7:21
	Chapter 13:7

	6.  The worship of the Beast's statue
	Chapter 3:5-7, 15
	Chapter 13:15

	7.  The Son of Man coming on the Glory-Cloud
	Chapter 7:13
	Chapter 1:7 & 14:14


Outline of Daniel

Daniel has three principal section: The presentation of Daniel (Ch.1); the episode that prove Daniel's character and the development of his gifts of prophetic interpretation (chaps. 2-7); and his series of visions about future events and kingdoms (chaps. 8-12).
Keys for Christians

Separation to God

Another theme of this book is the emphasis on separation to God, with Daniel as the ultimate example. From his decision not to eat the king’s food (1:8–16), to his refusal to pray to the king (6:4–24), Daniel displayed such an uncompromising spirit that spectacular opportunities were opened for God to display His power on Daniel’s behalf.

Fear of God and Fear of Man

The first chapter sets the stage for the rest of the book by introducing Daniel and his three friends, Mananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. These four young Hebrew men were taken captive in one of the Babylonian raids against Judah in 605 B.C. Intelligent and promising, they were placed in special training as servants in the court of King Nebuchadnezzar; then their names and diets were changed to reflect Babylonian culture in an attempt to take away their Jewish identity.  It is quite clear they fear God and not man.  While they honor the king, two episodes demonstrate that they ultimately are servant of YHWH, not Nebuchadnezzar.  

Tested by Food: Daniel and his friends rose to the challenge, proving their Jewish food was superior to the diet of the Babylonians (chapter 1). The young men increased in wisdom and knowledge, gaining favor in the king's court.
Tested by Fire: In the second major section of the book (chaps. 2-7), Daniel and his friends met several additional tests to prove that although they were being held captive by a pagan people, the GOD whom they worshiped was still in control. Daniel's three friends (renamed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego) refused to worship the pagan Babylonian gods. Cast into the fiery furnace, they emerged unharmed because of the Lord’s  miraculous protection. 
Tested by Foes, Friends, and Feasting Lions: Daniel, refusing to follow the law of Darius, the king of Persia, would not stop praying to the LORD.  As a result he was also thrown into a den of lions. But he was also saved by God’s direct intervention. These tests proved that YHWH whom they served was superior to the pagan gods of their captors.

Daniel’s Prayer Life

Daniel was faithful to the Lord even when the powerful government of the Medes and Persians turned against him.   Daniel 6:7 tells us that all of Daniel’s fellow princes and governors got together to outlaw Daniel’s prayer life.  We find his response in Daniel 6:10 , “When Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went into his house. The windows in its upper room opened toward Jerusalem, and three times a day he got down on his knees, prayed, and gave thanks to his God, just as he had done before.”

Of course he is thrown into the lions’ den. When the lions' den event occurred, Daniel was in his 80s. Through a life of hard work and obedience to God, he had risen through the political ranks as an administrator of this pagan kingdom. In fact, Daniel was so honest and hardworking that the other government officials--who were jealous of him--could find nothing to remove him from office.

So they tried to use Daniel's faith in God against him. They tricked King Darius into passing a decree that during a 30-day period, anyone who prayed to another god or man besides the king would be thrown into the lions' den.

Daniel learned of the decree but did not change his habit. Just as he had done all his life, he went home, knelt down, faced Jerusalem, and prayed to God. The wicked administrators caught him and told the king. King Darius, who loved Daniel, tried to save him, but the decree could not be revoked.
At sundown, they threw Daniel into the den of lions. The king could not eat or sleep all night. At dawn he ran to the lions' den and asked Daniel if his God had protected him. Daniel replied,

“My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God” (Daniel 6:22–23).
King Darius had the men arrested who falsely accused Daniel, and along with their wives and children, they were all thrown into the lions' den, where they were immediately killed by the beasts.

Then the king issued another decree, ordering the people to fear and reverence the God of Daniel. Daniel prospered under the reign of Darius and King Cyrus the Persian after him.

Christ in the Book of Daniel
We cannot consider the prophetic Scriptures without coming eventually to the One who is the Spirit of prophecy, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christ’s Kingdom is the Stone that Smashes All Kingdoms: Daniel 2:34, 44–45, “As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 44 And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”. 

The image that is given in the vision represents all the great empires of world history, and it is said  that Christ will be the smiting stone that crushes them all.  God's Son is the One who shall come to destroy Gentile dominion. It is He whose kingdom “shall never be destroyed” (vs. 44). 

Christ is the Fourth Man in the Fire: Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fiery furnace and said, “Look!" he answered, "I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God” (Daniel 3:25, NKJV). The king did not know of whom he spoke, but this no doubt was a theophany, a pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus.

Daniel, a Type of Christ: Daniel's trial resembles that of Jesus before Pontius Pilate, and his escape from certain death is like Jesus' resurrection.

Christ Given the Kingdom: What a majestic scene in chapter 7! The Ancient of days, God the Father, is seated upon His throne. The time setting is immediately before the return of Christ to establish His kingdom. We read, “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven  there came one like a son of man,  and he came to the Ancient of Days  and was presented before him. 14  And to him was given dominion  and glory and a kingdom,  that all peoples, nations, and languages  should serve him;  his dominion is an everlasting dominion,  which shall not pass away,  and his kingdom one  that shall not be destroyed. '' (Dan 7:13-14). The verses that follow are paralleled by the description of Christ in Revelation 11:15, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”  Consider Jesus’ own words in 

Matthew 24:25-27, “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory”

The Messiah and His Mission

The prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27 sets forth the primary mission of our Lord Jesus. Daniel 9:24-27, “Seventy weeks are decreed  about your people and your holy city--  to bring the rebellion to an end,  to put a stop to sin,  to wipe away (propitiate)  injustice,  to bring in everlasting righteousness,  to seal up vision and prophecy,  and to anoint the most holy place. 25  Know and understand this:  From the issuing of the decree  to restore and rebuild Jerusalem  until Messiah the Prince  will be seven weeks and 62 weeks.  It will be rebuilt with a plaza and a moat,  but in difficult times. 26  After those 62 weeks  the Messiah will be cut off  and will have nothing.  The people of the coming prince  will destroy the city and the sanctuary.  The end will come with a flood,  and until the end there will be war;  desolations are decreed. 27  He will make a firm covenant  with many for one week,  but in the middle of the week  he will put a stop to sacrifice and offering.  And the abomination of desolation  will be on a wing of the temple  until the decreed destruction  is poured out on the desolator.”
This passage gives several particulars in addition to a very precise timing of the event.

1) He would come and deal with the problem of sin. (9:24). Note three different phrases used in the prophecy; “the rebellion to an end”; “to put a stop to sin”; “to wipe away injustice.” Jesus introduced a system by His own blood through which one can be washed from his sins and held accountable for them no longer as well as continue to be forgiven as one walks by faith and seeks forgiveness by repentance.

2) He would bring in “everlasting righteousness”. (9:24). Jesus enacted heaven's plan to make sinners righteous by grace through faith (Romans 1:16,17; 3:21-26).

3) He would “to seal up vision and prophecy” (9:24). This means to bring to completion; to close or finish. Matthew Henry says, “all the prophetical visions of the Old Testament, which had reference to the Messiah. He sealed them up, that is, he accomplished them,”

With the coming of Jesus and His new covenant, Divine revelation was fulfilled.  Jesus Christ is the final Word from God. Hebrews 1:1-2a, “Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways. 2  In these last days, He has spoken to us by /His/ Son,” 

4) He would “anoint the most holy place” (9:24). Jesus is the Messiah (Hebrew), or Christ (Greek). Both of these words mean “anointed one.” The most holy place now is the Church or Body of Christ, which is the Temple of God.  The blood on the Day of Atonement would “anoint the most holy place” to make a way of acceptance for God’s people.  Matthew Henry says Christ came “to anoint the gospel-church, his spiritual temple, or holy place, to sanctify and cleanse it, and appropriate it to himself (#Eph 5:26), or to consecrate for us a new and living way into the holiest, by his own blood (#Heb 10:20), as the sanctuary was anointed,

5) Christ,  “the Messiah will be cut off” (vs. 26).  Christ will give His life up for His people.

6) He will “make a firm covenant” with many. (9:27). His covenant is the New Testament, ratified by His death, and His covenant is better, because it is the real thing, not just the shadow (Hebrews 8:6).

7) He will bring OT sacrifices to an end, “he will put a stop to sacrifice and offering” (9:27). He did this by offering Himself as our only perfect sin offering, thus fulfilling the Law and taking that system out of the way. (Hebrews 7:18,19; 24,25). 

Jesus Quotes from Daniel to Establish His Office as Messiah
The Lord Jesus Himself quoted from this book of Daniel (Mat 24:14,15,30; Luke 21:24-27; Mat 26:63,64). He used the prophecy of Daniel, about the coming of the Son of man in clouds of heaven, as proof that He was both God and Christ. 

We hear Jesus quoting from Daniel 7:13 in Mark 14:60-62, “Then the high priest stood up before them all and questioned Jesus, “Don’t You have an answer to what these men are testifying against You?” 61  But He kept silent and did not answer anything. Again the high priest questioned Him, “Are You the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62  “I am,” said Jesus, “and all of you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.”
The Resurrection of the Just and the Unjust

Daniel's spectacular book closes with a vision of the final judgment, when the righteous will receive everlasting life and the wicked will receive the Lord’s condemnation. Daniel 12:2-3, “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3  And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

The name “Daniel” means “God is Judge” and we find that God judges His only Son in order to wipe away the sins of those who trust in Him, but all others are crushed without mercy under His  righteous judgment. Exile Prophet in Babylon
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