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Pre-exilic Prophet 

Zephaniah
(Blessing in the midst of Judgment)
Author: Zephaniah, great-great-grandson of King Hezekiah (1:1)
Date: 630 B.C.
Colossians 3:2-3, “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

The Message of Zephaniah
The book of Zephaniah repeatedly hammers home the message that the day of the Lord, judgment day, is coming when sin will be dealt with. Israel and her Gentile neighbors will experience the crushing hand of God’s wrath. But after the chastening process is complete, blessing will come in the person of the Messiah.
Descendant of Hezekiah

Zephaniah is the only prophet in the Bible that is of royal descent.  Normally the genealogy of a prophet is traced no further than his father. Zephaniah, however, traces his ancestry back four generations in order to demonstrate his royal lineage as the great-great-grandson of King Hezekiah (1:1). Thus, he was a distant relative of King Josiah and those to whom he addresses his prophecy. 
The Reign of Josiah

Zephaniah is written early in the reign of King Josiah, before he discovers the book of the Law and the great revival sweeps the land.

Message of Zephaniah

Zephaniah presents a dress rehearsal of the ultimate Day of Judgment.  He predicts the “Day of the Lord” when the Babylonians destroy Judah.  Desolation, darkness, and ruin will strike Judah and the nations because of the wrath of God upon sin. Zephaniah moves three times from the general to the specific: 
· from universal judgment to judgment upon Judah (1:1—2:3); 
· from judgment upon surrounding nations to judgment upon Jerusalem (2:4—3:7); and 
· from judgment and cleansing of all nations to the restoration of Israel (3:8–20). 
The two broad divisions of the book are the judgment in the day of the Lord (1:1—3:8), and the salvation in the day of the Lord (3:9–20).
Keys for Christians

Judgment is Coming on All People and Nations
“For Gaza will be abandoned... Ashkelon... Ashdod... Ekron... Surely Moab will be like Sodom, and the sons of Ammon like Gomorrah... You also, O Ethiopians... and destroy Assyria... And He will make Ninevah a desolation...” (Zeph. 2:4,8-9; 12-13). Ashkelon, Ashdod and Ekron were principle Philistine cities to the east along the coast of the Mediterranean. Moab and Ammon were to the west, Assyria to the north and Ethiopia to the south. In every direction the Lord promises to bring judgment upon the idolatrous and wicked nations. Jehovah is not just the God of Israel, nor is His power limited only to Israel and Judah proper. He is the Creator and sustainer of all. In these prophecies, especially the one concerning Assyria, the prophet predicts what no man could have guessed. At this time, thriving Assyria was powerful and seemed invincible. But Zephaniah contends that shortly Assyria was to fall and Ninevah be destroyed. This was accomplished when Babylon, under Nebuchadnezzar, conquered Assyria within a generation.
We must remember that though the nations around Israel were great, so sudden destruction comes.  This points forward to the true day of the Lord described by Paul in 
1 Thess. 5:2-4, “For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3  While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4  But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.”

From Condemnation to No Condemnation! 

In Zephaniah, God’s judgment is meant to be redemptive and not merely retributive. There is a warning of condemnation, so that the people will repent and turn to YHWH.  There is the announcement of impending doom, but Zephaniah beseeches us to seek the Lord “before” (3 times) this awful day of the Lord comes. Divine judgment is not inevitable, it is not some immutable law of fate. Though condemnation is imminent, there is no condemnation for those who trust in YHWH.  
God will Take Away Your Punishment! 
Zephaniah envisions a day when God takes away our sins: “The LORD has removed your punishment” (3:15, HCSB),  a time when “you shall not be put to shame  because of the deeds by which you have rebelled against me” (3:11). It is a day when Yahweh is "mighty to save," a time when He "takes great delight" in us, a time when “he will quiet you by his love;  he will exult over you with loud singing” (3:16-17). 
Hidden with Christ
The significance of the name Zephaniah ("the Chosen of YHWH") has a relationship with the ministry of Jesus Christ. The truth of the Passover in Egypt, when those who were hid behind the doors marked with blood, were protected from the angel of death, is repeated in the promise of Zephaniah 2:3, “Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land,  who do his just commands;  seek righteousness; seek humility;  perhaps you may be hidden  on the day of the anger of the LORD.”

 Colossians 3:2-3 refers to this aspect of Christ's ministry: “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” 

Every Knee Shall Bow

Zephaniah finally says that the day of the Lord is a day when “to him shall bow down, each in its place, all the lands of the nations” (Zeph. 2:11; cf. Isaiah 2:2, Micah 4:1-2, and Zechariah 8:22-23). Yahweh's judgment, then, is a “severe mercy” or a “tough love,” for it anticipates the time when His mercy triumphs over wrath (Habakkuk 3:2) and His grace overshadows our sin (Romans 5:20).  Where sin abounds, grace much more abounds…
Something to Sing About!

When Christ becomes King over the regathered Israel, there is something to sing about.  There is nothing to fear because Zephaniah gives us a picture of Christ calming us as the great warrior-general who has defeated all our foes – death, hell, sin, the grave are all defeated.  He will quiet us and sing over us.  Listen to the words of Zephaniah.  Zephaniah 3:14-20, “Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;  shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all your heart,  O daughter of Jerusalem! 15  The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;  he has cleared away your enemies.  The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;  you shall never again fear evil. 16  On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  “Fear not, O Zion;  let not your hands grow weak. 17  The LORD your God is in your midst,  a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness;  he will quiet you by his love;  he will exult over you with loud singing. 18  I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,  so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 19  Behold, at that time I will deal  with all your oppressors.  And I will save the lame  and gather the outcast,  and I will change their shame into praise  and renown in all the earth.”

Heirs with Christ’s Fortunes

In that day when Christ is King, He will restore the fortunes of Israel that are soon to be lost to the Babylonians.  As a gathered people in Christ, we are “heirs with God and joint heirs with Christ”.  Listen to Zephaniah speak of our inheritance in shadow form.  Zephaniah 3:20, “At that time I will bring you in,  at the time when I gather you together;  for I will make you renowned and praised  among all the peoples of the earth,  when I restore your fortunes  before your eyes,” says the LORD.”

God’s Love and Judgment

The default mode of God’s nature is love, patience, grace, and mercy.  We see this because just after Zephaniah gives his message, a great revival comes through Josiah’s discovery of the Law.  The high places are torn down.  The temple is restored.  Yet as soon as Josiah in battle with the King of Egypt, his 30 year reign is cut short. Josiah dies before he is even 40 years old.  The people turn back to a deviant worship of the hosts of heaven, and soon judgment comes down upon them.  The Babylonians will destroy Jerusalem as Zephaniah said.  But after 70 years God will restore Jerusalem and soon after send His Son to rescue the world.  God will send His greatest, most fierce judgment not upon us, but  upon His Son! 

Exile Prophet in Judah and Egypt
Jeremiah
(Repentance and Restoration)
Author: the prophet Jeremiah
Date: Ministry from 627-585 BC
Matthew 27:9, “Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel.”
The Prophet Jeremiah and His Message
A Prophet/Priest: Jeremiah is often known as the “weeping prophet” because of his fierce call to repentance and his companion prophetic writing, the book of Lamentations. Yet Jeremiah was not simply a prophet.  He was a Levite, from a priestly family.

The book of Jeremiah is the prophecy of a man divinely called in his youth from Anathoth, a village in the tribe of Benjamin, within a few miles of Jerusalem, which had been appointed for the use of the Old Testament priests, the Levites, from the descendants of Aaron (Josh. 21:18).  
Not Allowed to Marry: Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah the priest and lived about two miles north of Jerusalem in the town of Anathoth. Jeremiah was prohibited from marrying or having children as a sign that judgment was near and that the next generation would be swept away. His closest co-laborer and friend was the scribe Baruch. 
Imprisoned in Judah, Died in Egypt: Because of his unwelcome message of divine judgment to be brought about through Babylonian invasion, he was threatened and imprisoned. The prophet survived the Babylonian assault on the city and was later taken to Egypt where he died.
Outline of Book: The book may be divided into four main sections: 
· the call of the prophet Jeremiah (ch. 1), 
· prophecies to Judah (2:1—45:5), 
· prophecies to the Gentiles (46:1—51:64), 
· and the fall of Jerusalem (ch. 52). 
As we mentioned earlier, Jeremiah is known as the “weeping prophet,” Jeremiah faithfully proclaimed the divine condemnation of rebellious Judah for forty years. His sympathy and concern for his nation caused him to grieve deeply over the rebelliousness and imminent doom of his people.

Faith and Fruit

Jeremiah is a heartbroken prophet with a heartbreaking message. Jeremiah’s great isolation was due to Jeremiah's message of condemnation, contrary to the hopes of the people, and because, among other things, he urged surrender to the Babylonians. In spite of this message, his devastating condemnation of the Judean leaders and his aversion for idolatry, the misfortune of his people deeply grieved him and broke his heart.  Jeremiah in many ways brings us the vital message that true faith always bears godly fruit. He grieved because the people had great words but corrupt fruit.
Jeremiah labors for more than forty years proclaiming a message of doom to the stiff-necked people of Judah. Despised and persecuted by his countrymen, Jeremiah bathes his harsh prophecies in tears of compassion. His broken heart causes him to write a broken book, which is difficult to arrange chronologically or topically. But through his sermons and signs he faithfully declares that surrender to God’s will is the only way to avoid calamity.

Background

Jeremiah began his ministry during the reign of Josiah, a righteous king who was able to temporarily postpone the judgment announced by YHWH because of the sinful government of Manasseh. Josiah initiated reforms that included the destruction of the "high places" dedicated to pagan worship in all Judah and Samaria. The reforms, however, had little permanent effect upon the people. 

In 609 B.C. Josiah was killed in Megiddo when he tried to keep Pharaoh Necho from coming to the assistance of the Assyrian remnant. Three sons of Josiah (Jehoahaz, Jehoiachin and Zedekiah) and a grandson (Jehoiakim) succeeded him on the throne. Jeremiah saw the political mistakes of these kings and spoke to them of God’s plan for Judah, but none of them listened to his warnings. Jehoiachin assumed an openly hostile attitude toward Jeremiah and destroyed one of the manuscripts that him sent him, ripping the text up and throwing the pieces into the fire. Zedekiah behaved like a weak and vacillating governor who sometimes asked for Jeremiah's counsels, but on other occasions allowed his enemies to mistreat him and send him to prison.
Keys for Christians

Jesus Often Quotes Jeremiah
In his teachings Jesus alludes to many passages of Jeremiah: "Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes?" (7:11; Matt. 21:13); "which have eyes and see not, which have ears and hear not" (5:21; Mark 8:18); "you shall find rest for your soul" (Jeremiah 6:16; Matt. 11:29); "My people have been lost sheep" (50:6; Matt. 10:6).
God Calls the Weak, Childlike

The book begins with the call of Jeremiah.  He was young, inexperienced, and fearful, but God calls the weak to confound the mighty. 

Jeremiah 1:4-10, “Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5  “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,  and before you were born I consecrated you;  I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 6  Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth.” 7  But the LORD said to me,  “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’;  for to all to whom I send you, you shall go,  and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 8  Do not be afraid of them,  for I am with you to deliver you,  declares the LORD.” 9  Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me,  “Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms,  to pluck up and to break down,  to destroy and to overthrow,  to build and to plant.”
The True Ark of the Covenant

Jeremiah 3:14-18, “Return, O faithless children,  declares the LORD;  for I am your master;  I will take you, one from a city and two from a family,  and I will bring you to Zion. 15  “ ‘And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding. 16  And when you have multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, declares the LORD, they shall no more say, “The ark of the covenant of the LORD.” It shall not come to mind or be remembered or missed; it shall not be made again. 17  At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne of the LORD, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of the LORD in Jerusalem, and they shall no more stubbornly follow their own evil heart. 18  In those days the house of Judah shall join the house of Israel, and together they shall come from the land of the north to the land that I gave your fathers for a heritage.”
What a beautiful picture of the Body of Christ, the true Ark of the Covenant, the place where God dwells.  A day is foretold in Jeremiah 3 when there will be no need, or even thought  for the ark of the  covenant.  The mercy seat which formed the lid of the ark is the symbol of the Throne  of God.  When the people of God are urged to “come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16), it is evident that Christ is our true Mercy Seat, literally, our propitiation which satisfies God’s justice.   

The Potter and the Clay: Jeremiah 18:1–10, “The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. 4 And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do. 5  Then the word of the LORD came to me: 6  “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter has done? declares the LORD. Behold, like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. 7  If at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8  and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I intended to do to it. 9  And if at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10  and if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will relent of the good that I had intended to do to it.”
Fire in My Bones
Often Jeremiah desired to resign the prophetic office because of the harshness of his message and the unfriendly response that it elicited. It was Jeremiah’s difficult task to confront a people who seemed to become more insanely confident as the peril grew. They believed that God would not let Jerusalem fall because they possessed the temple and the one true religion. Jeremiah was required to tell them that the terms of God’s covenant mandated punishment for disobedience.

We see this in Jeremiah 20:9, “If I say, “I will not mention him,  or speak any more in his name,”  there is in my heart as it were a burning fire  shut up in my bones,  and I am weary with holding it in,  and I cannot.”
God’s Word, a Fire, a Hammer

Jeremiah 23:29-32, “Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? 30  Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, declares the LORD, who steal my words from one another. 31  Behold, I am against the prophets, declares the LORD, who use their tongues and declare, ‘declares the LORD.’ 32  Behold, I am against those who prophesy lying dreams, declares the LORD, and who tell them and lead my people astray by their lies and their recklessness, when I did not send them or charge them. So they do not profit this people at all, declares the LORD.”

An Expected End

Though Jeremiah preaches much judgment to the proud people of Judah, the prophet lets us in on God’s tender compassion for His children.  It’s amazing that, moment by moment, He thinks of us; that there is a constant stream of divine thought towards His children in Christ; and that never, for one moment, are we out of those thoughts. Jeremiah 29:11,  “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
The words in Jeremiah 29:11 were part of the letter that God sent by Jeremiah to the captives of Judah who were in Babylon. In the letter Jeremiah tells them to build houses and form families and abide peaceably in Babylon, until the time that the Lord would lead them out after seventy years. Yet there were certain false prophets among them who prophesied lies. They held out the false hope of escape. And they stirred up the Jewish captives to revolt against the Babylonians.
They needed to follow God’s plan because the “expected end”, the “future and hope” of God for His people was and is Jesus Christ.  
The New Covenant

The well-known section on the new covenant (chs. 30–33) reflects Jeremiah’s special interest in the covenant. All the prophets based their accusations and appeals on Israel’s covenant relationship with God, but Jeremiah does so much more explicitly. He does not fault the content of the old covenant, but recognizes that it must be internalized if it is to be lived out. Thus he prophesies the coming of a new covenant— one that will be written on the hearts of God’s people.
Jeremiah 31:31–34, “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32  not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33  But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34  And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

Promises of Coming Righteous King, Jesus Christ

Jeremiah gives us various promises that speak directly of Christ.  He promises that though the family of David will indeed enter captivity, God will not forget His promises to David and his line.  He says: “I will raise up to David a righteous Branch” 6 Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness” (Jer. 23:5-6). 
Again, he says: “I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line” (Jer. 33:15)
Here we have the prophecy of Christ’s imputed righteousness.  Our Lord completed the work of obedience in his life, and said to his Father, "I have finished the work which you gave me to do."  As 1 Corinthians 5:30 says, “He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption.”

Jeremiah’s Death

Jeremiah was a contemporary of Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Daniel, and Ezekiel. His prophetic ministry began in 626 B.C. and ended sometime after 586. His ministry was immediately preceded by that of Zephaniah. Since Ezekiel began his ministry in Babylon in 593 he too was a late contemporary of this great prophet in Jerusalem. How and when Jeremiah died is unknown though Jewish tradition asserts that Jeremiah was put to death while living in Egypt.  

Hebrews 11:37 which likely speaks of Isaiah and then Jeremiah: “They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated.”

Exile Prophet in Babylon
Daniel
(God is Sovereign to Bring Redemption)
Author: the prophet Daniel (12:4)
Date: Ministry from 606-537 BC
Matthew 24:15-16, “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand),  16  then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.”
Background

Three of the most famous stories in the Bible are recorded in the book of Daniel: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the fiery furnace, the handwriting on the wall at Belshazzar’s feast, and Daniel in the den of lions. The central message of God’s power and ultimate triumph is clear and is as relevant today as it was in the time of Daniel. 

The name “Daniel” means “God is my Judge,” and the book is named after the author and main personality in the book. Christ attributed a quote from Daniel 9:27 to “Daniel the prophet” (Matt. 24:15).
Daniel was an adolescent when he was deported in 605 B.C. to Babylonia, where he lived more than seventy years. It seems that he belonged to a high-class family from Jerusalem. The deportation of the descendants of the nobility to Babylon had been prophesied by Isaiah to Hezekiah (Is. 39:7). 
Along with the thousands of captives from Judah that were led to Babylon between 605BC and 582BC, the treasures of the palace and temple of Solomon were transferred. The Babylonians had subjugated all the provinces controlled by Assyria and consolidated its empire within an area that covered a great part of the Middle East.
Governing such a diverse empire in a territory so vast required the assistance of an efficient administrative bureaucracy.  So Babylon took the best and the brightest of Israel and made them essentially educated slaves.  Those who possessed required abilities became the right hand of the government. Because of the gifting, knowledge and good appearance, four young Hebrews were selected for the training program (1:4). The notable character of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah assured them positions in the king's palace; and it was Daniel who stood out above all the wise men of that vast empire (6:1-3).

Daniel is one of the few well-known biblical characters about whom nothing negative is written. His life was characterized by faith, prayer, courage, consistency, and lack of compromise. This “greatly beloved” man (9:23; 10:11, 19) was mentioned three times by his sixth-century-B.C. contemporary Ezekiel as an example of righteousness.

The Languages of Daniel

Daniel is written in both Hebrew and Aramaic. After an introductory chapter in Hebrew, Daniel switches to the Aramaic language in chapters 2–7 to describe the future course of the Gentile world powers. Then in chapters 8–12, Daniel reverts to Hebrew to survey the future of the Jewish nation under Gentile domination.

Theme: His Kingdom Cannot Fail!
The theme of God’s sovereign control in the affairs of world history clearly emerges and provides comfort to the future new covenant church, as well as to the Jews whose nation was destroyed by the Babylonians. The Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans will come and go, but God will establish the kingdom of Jesus Christ through His redeemed people forever.
Outline of Daniel

Daniel has three principal section: The presentation of Daniel (Ch.1); the episode that prove Daniel's character and the development of his gifts of prophetic interpretation (chaps. 2-7); and his series of visions about future events and kingdoms (chaps. 8-12).
Keys for Christians

Separation to God

Another theme of this book is the emphasis on separation to God, with Daniel as the ultimate example. From his decision not to eat the king’s food (1:8–16), to his refusal to pray to the king (6:4–24), Daniel displayed such an uncompromising spirit that spectacular opportunities were opened for God to display His power on Daniel’s behalf.

Fear of God and Fear of Man

The first chapter sets the stage for the rest of the book by introducing Daniel and his three friends, Mananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. These four young Hebrew men were taken captive in one of the Babylonian raids against Judah in 605 B.C. Intelligent and promising, they were placed in special training as servants in the court of King Nebuchadnezzar; then their names and diets were changed to reflect Babylonian culture in an attempt to take away their Jewish identity.  It is quite clear they fear God and not man.  While they honor the king, two episodes demonstrate that they ultimately are servant of YHWH, not Nebuchadnezzar.  

Tested by Food: Daniel and his friends rose to the challenge, proving their Jewish food was superior to the diet of the Babylonians. The young men increased in wisdom and knowledge, gaining favor in the king's court.
Tested by Fire: In the second major section of the book (chaps. 2-7), Daniel and his friends met several additional tests to prove that although they were being held captive by a pagan people, the GOD whom they worshiped was still in control. Daniel's three friends (renamed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego) refused to worship the pagan Babylonian gods. Cast into the fiery furnace, they emerged unharmed because of the Lord’s  miraculous protection. 
Tested by Foes, Friends, and Feasting Lions: Daniel, refusing to follow the law of Darius, the king of Persia, would not stop praying to the LORD.  As a result he was also thrown into a den of lions. But he was also saved by God’s direct intervention. These tests proved that YHWH whom they served was superior to the pagan gods of their captors.

Daniel’s Prayer Life

Daniel was faithful to the Lord even when the powerful government of the Medes and Persians turned against him.   Daniel 6:7 tells us that all of Daniel’s fellow princes and governors got together to outlaw Daniel’s prayer life.  We find his response in Daniel 6:10 , “When Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went into his house. The windows in its upper room opened toward Jerusalem, and three times a day he got down on his knees, prayed, and gave thanks to his God, just as he had done before.”
Christ in the Book of Daniel
We cannot consider the prophetic Scriptures without coming eventually to the One who is the Spirit of prophecy, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Christ’s Kingdom is the Stone that Smashes All Kingdoms: Daniel 2:34, 44–45, “As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 44 And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”. 

The image that is given in the vision represents all the great empires of world history, and it is said  that Christ will be the smiting stone that crushes them all.  God's Son is the One who shall come to destroy Gentile dominion. It is He whose kingdom “shall never be destroyed” (vs. 44). 
Christ is the Fourth Man in the Fire: Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fiery furnace and said, “Look!" he answered, "I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God” (Daniel 3:25, NKJV). The king did not know of whom he spoke, but this no doubt was a theophany, a pre-incarnate appearance of the Lord Jesus.

Christ Given the Kingdom: What a majestic scene in chapter 7! The Ancient of days, God the Father, is seated upon His throne. The time setting is immediately before the return of Christ to establish His kingdom. We read, “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven  there came one like a son of man,  and he came to the Ancient of Days  and was presented before him. 14  And to him was given dominion  and glory and a kingdom,  that all peoples, nations, and languages  should serve him;  his dominion is an everlasting dominion,  which shall not pass away,  and his kingdom one  that shall not be destroyed. '' (Dan 7:13-14). The verses that follow are paralleled by the description of Christ in Revelation 11:15, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”  Consider Jesus’ own words in 

Matthew 24:25-27, “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory”

The Messiah and His Mission

The prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27 sets forth the primary mission of the our Lord Jesus. Daniel 9:24-27, “Seventy weeks are decreed  about your people and your holy city--  to bring the rebellion to an end,  to put a stop to sin,  to wipe away (propitiate)  injustice,  to bring in everlasting righteousness,  to seal up vision and prophecy,  and to anoint the most holy place. 25  Know and understand this:  From the issuing of the decree  to restore and rebuild Jerusalem  until Messiah the Prince  will be seven weeks and 62 weeks.  It will be rebuilt with a plaza and a moat,  but in difficult times. 26  After those 62 weeks  the Messiah will be cut off  and will have nothing.  The people of the coming prince  will destroy the city and the sanctuary.  The end will come with a flood,  and until the end there will be war;  desolations are decreed. 27  He will make a firm covenant  with many for one week,  but in the middle of the week  he will put a stop to sacrifice and offering.  And the abomination of desolation  will be on a wing of the temple  until the decreed destruction  is poured out on the desolator.”
This passage gives several particulars in addition to a very precise timing of the event.

1) He would come and deal with the problem of sin. (9:24). Note three different phrases used in the prophecy; “the rebellion to an end”; “to put a stop to sin”; “to wipe away injustice.” Jesus introduced a system by His own blood through which one can be washed from his sins and held accountable for them no longer as well as continue to be forgiven as one walks by faith and seeks forgiveness by repentance.

2) He would bring in “everlasting righteousness”. (9:24). Jesus enacted heaven's plan to make sinners righteous by grace through faith (Romans 1:16,17; 3:21-26).

3) He would “to seal up vision and prophecy” (9:24). This means to bring to completion; to close or finish. Matthew Henry says, “all the prophetical visions of the Old Testament, which had reference to the Messiah. He sealed them up, that is, he accomplished them,”

With the coming of Jesus and His new covenant, Divine revelation was fulfilled.  Jesus Christ is the final Word from God. Hebrews 1:1-2a, “Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways. 2  In these last days, He has spoken to us by /His/ Son,” 

4) He would “anoint the most holy place” (9:24). Jesus is the Messiah (Hebrew), or Christ (Greek). Both of these words mean “anointed one.” The most holy place now is the Church or Body of Christ, which is the Temple of God.  The blood on the Day of Atonement would “anoint the most holy place” to make a way of acceptance for God’s people.  Matthew Henry says Christ came “to anoint the gospel-church, his spiritual temple, or holy place, to sanctify and cleanse it, and appropriate it to himself (#Eph 5:26), or to consecrate for us a new and living way into the holiest, by his own blood (#Heb 10:20), as the sanctuary was anointed,
5) Christ,  “the Messiah will be cut off” (vs. 26).  Christ will give His life up for His people.

6) He will “make a firm covenant” with many. (9:27). His covenant is the New Testament, ratified by His death, and His covenant is better, because it is the real thing, not just the shadow (Hebrews 8:6).

7) He will bring OT sacrifices to an end, “he will put a stop to sacrifice and offering” (9:27). He did this by offering Himself as our only perfect sin offering, thus fulfilling the Law and taking that system out of the way. (Hebrews 7:18,19; 24,25). 

Jesus Quotes from Daniel to Establish His Office as Messiah
The Lord Jesus Himself quoted from this book of Daniel (Mat 24:14,15,30; Luke 21:24-27; Mat 26:63,64). He used the prophecy of Daniel, about the coming of the Son of man in clouds of heaven, as proof that He was both God and Christ. 
We hear Jesus quoting from Daniel 7:13 in Mark 14:60-62, “Then the high priest stood up before them all and questioned Jesus, “Don’t You have an answer to what these men are testifying against You?” 61  But He kept silent and did not answer anything. Again the high priest questioned Him, “Are You the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62  “I am,” said Jesus, “and all of you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.”

The Resurrection of the Just and the Unjust

Daniel's spectacular book closes with a vision of the final judgment, when the righteous will receive everlasting life and the wicked will receive the Lord’s condemnation. Daniel 12:2-3, “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3  And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”
The name “Daniel” means “God is Judge” and we find that God judges His only Son in order to wipe away the sins of those who trust in Him, but all others are crushed without mercy under His  righteous judgment.






PAGE  
11

