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	Group
	Book
	Approximate Dates

	Pre-Exilic

Prophets of Israel
	Jonah 
(preached to Nineveh)
Amos 
Hosea
	780-850


765-750
755-715

	Prophets of Judah
	Obadiah 
(preached to Edom) 
Joel
Isaiah
Micah
Nahum (preached to Nineveh)
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
	840

835-796
740-680
740-690
630-612

606-604
625

	Exile Prophets


	Jeremiah / Lam. 
(to Jews in Judea) 
Daniel 

Ezekiel
	627-585

606-537

593-571 

	Post-Exilic Prophets

Prophets of the Returned Remnant
	Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi
	520 (during Ezra)
515 (during Ezra)
430 (Just after Nehemiah)


The subject matter of all the Prophets, according to Gerhardus Vos, can be easily divided into the following parts:

1. The Self-Revelation and Attributes of God (YHWH)

2. The Love of YHWH for His people

3. The Sin of God’s people

4. The Judgment and Restoration of His people
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Hosea
(The Love of God)
Author: the Prophet Hosea, the son of Beeri, the husband of Gomer (1:3)
Date: Ministry from 790-739 b.c.
1 Peter 2:10, "Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

Hosea is a tiny little book. You can read it in its entirety in just a few minutes. There are fourteen short chapters, autobiographically written by a prophet called Hosea. He was living in the late 700s before Christ. He was the only prophet from northern Israel preaching to northern Israel. According to Hosea 1:1, Hosea ministered during the days of Uzziah (767-739), Jotham (739-731), Ahaz (731-715), and Hezekiah (715-686), kings of Judah and during the days of Jeroboam II (782-752), king of Israel. Hosea’s ministry spanned over 50 years!

A Message of Judgment and Compassion

His message is one of judgment and compassion. He is a prophet that is told by God to marry a prostitute. Hosea and his wife Gomer had three children, but tragedy struck that home even before the children came. For some unexplainable reason deep within the confines of Gomer’s fallen heart, Gomer decided to thwart that love, and seduced by the allurements of the night life she walked out of her home and started to sell herself in harlotry. 

The Prophet and the Prostitute
Many an evening this prophet who would be seen by people in the day preaching God’s Word, would be seen in the streets at night in his beloved city looking for Gomer. At times we can imagine he’d be standing outside the brothel, just waiting for a moment to talk with her, to express his love to her, and to win her back. In the prophet Hosea’s home, God display’s His love for us in such extraordinary terms. And if you will give me your attention I want to take you through three profoundly moving truths. I promise you if we understand these truths it will be the most revolutionary thing in your life because from these truths, everything we know about love is defined. 

Keys for Christians

Hosea’s Children – “Not my Children”

The blazing center of Hosea’s message and of Christ’s Gospel is that God transforms us by His mercy.  Hosea chapters 1 through 3 depict the moral condition of Israel. The nation had been YHWH’s beloved wife. He had committed to her the honor of His name, but she had become an adulteress (1:2-3). God wanted to awake Israel to their dire situation, so he essentially tells Gomer to name her children:

1. Jezreel (1:4-5): Scattered, or Armageddon

2. Lo-ruhamah (1:6): No mercy (or not loved)

3. Lo-ammi (1:8-9): Not my people or not my child.  

Can you imagine?  “Not my child” get over here.  “Not loved” get over here.  Hey you “Armageddon” – yes, I will judge and destroy you – come here!  Yet there is a breathtaking Gospel promise that God brings through these children. 

The New People of God Promised

Hosea makes clear that the promise to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) to have a seed that would number the stars of heaven and  the sand of the sea, was not to Israel alone, but to every nation under heaven. And these who were not God’s people, would be called “children of the Living God”.  Hosea 1:10, “Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, “You are not my people,” it shall be said to them, “Children of the living God.” 

The apostle Peter and the apostle Paul both claimed Hosea 1:10 as God’s fulfillment of restoring His kingdom – now with both Jews and Gentiles.  

· 1 Peter 2:10, "Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

· Romans 9:25-26, “…he says in Hosea,  “Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’  and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’” 26  “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’  there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’”

Hosea’s Main Message

Hosea 3:1–3, “And the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is an adulteress, even as the LORD loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins.” 2 So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. 3 And I said to her, “You must dwell as mine for many days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to another man; so will I also be to you.” 

The nature and attribute of God is to demonstrate mercy and compassion to unworthy people.  This is the illustration of the harlot loved by the prophet, and it points to the love that God has for us.  That He would buy us out of the brothel of sin and bring us into His faithful matrimony. 

Israel of course spurned God’s love and went back to the brothel, yet this sets the scene of redemptive history for Christ to come.

Christ’s Rejection and Restoration as the True King David

Hosea 3:4–5, “For the children of Israel shall dwell many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or pillar, without ephod or household gods. 5 Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the LORD their God, and David their king, and they shall come in fear to the LORD and to his goodness in the latter days.”

Though our YHWH was spurned by Israel, He will call the new Israel (both Jews and Gentiles) to Himself and they will seek YHWH by yielding to the Lordship of the true King David.

Raised on the Third Day, According to the Scriptures, Union with Christ

Hosea gives the prophecy that the true Israel (Christ) will be struck down and die, and after three days will rise again.

Hosea 6:1-2, “Come, let us return to the LORD;  for he has torn us, that he may heal us;  he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. 2  After two days he will revive us;  on the third day he will raise us up,  that we may live before him.”

In a very real sense, not only is our resurrection made possible because of His, but the resurrection of the nation of Israel also depends upon the crucified, buried, and risen Christ.

The Tender Mercies of God

Hosea 11 gives  us  a glimpse of God’s tender patience, mercies, and compassion.

Hosea 11:7-9, “My people are bent on turning away from me,  and though they call out to the Most High,  he shall not raise them up at all.  8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim?  How can I hand you over, O Israel?  How can I make you like Admah?  How can I treat you like Zeboiim?  My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. 9 I will not execute my burning anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and not a man,  the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath.”

John 3:16 tells us that God loves this world of rebellious, adulterous sinners so much that he gave more than the 15 pieces of silver that bought Gomer.  He “gave His  only Son”.  He is “the Holy One in [who came in our] midst” who would not come in wrath.  In fact, by Christ’s propitiation, He would satisfy the just demands of His wrath and bring forgiveness to those who were “Not His People”.  

Christ is the True Israel (cf. 11:1 with Matt. 2:15)

Jesus is the ultimate promised seed that would come “out of Egypt”. 

· Hosea 11:1, “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.”

· Matthew 2:15, “[Jesus] remained there [in Egypt] until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

And of course, God did indeed call the nation of Israel out of Egypt, but as he goes on to say in the rest of Hosea 11, Israel failed miserably as God’s chosen son.  He deserted the LORD and worshipped false gods.  He refused to repent.  Matthew quotes Hosea 11:1 to describe the young Jesus’ return from Egypt after the death of Herod.  The disobedient, adopted son Israel (the nation) sinned.  But the obedient, eternal Son, Jesus, made the atonement through His perfect life and sinless death on the Cross.  Jesus is the True Israel, God’s Son who would never rebel.

No Savior Besides YHWH

Hosea 13:4, “I have been the LORD [YHWH] your God  ever since the land of Egypt;  you know no God but Me,  and no Savior exists besides Me.” Of course, the Jehovah of the Old Testament is the Lord Jesus Christ of the New. ''Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is no other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved'' (Acts 4:12). 
Hosea’s name means “salvation”. As Hosea says, there is only ONE Savior, and it is YHWH.  The New Testament reveals that Jesus is YHWH, the only Savior.  This is apparent even in Jesus’ birth narrative. An angel of the Lord appeared unto Joseph and assured him that he did not need to fear taking Mary to be his wife, “for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit'” (Mat 1:20). The angel also said, “You shall call His name Jesus; for He shall save His people from their sins” (Mat 1:21). 

Truly every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that “Jesus Christ is YHWH to the glory of God the Father” (cf. Phil 2:6-11).

Death Where is Your Sting?

Consider God’s remarkable promise in Hosea 13:14, “Shall I ransom them [Israel] from the power of Sheol?  Shall I redeem them from Death?  O Death, where are your plagues?  O Sheol, where is your sting?  Compassion is hidden from my eyes.” Did God simply mean he would reconstitute the physical nation of Israel?  Thankfully we have an apostolic interpretation in 1 Cor. 15:55 –Through the Savior, true born again Christians – who are the new Israel – the new people of God – have become victorious over sin and death!  That is the good news of Hosea!
Obadiah
(The Kingdom of the LORD)
Author: the Prophet Obadiah
Date: Likely around 840 B.C.
Revelation 11:15, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 

and he shall reign forever and ever.”
Obadiah is the shortest book of the Bible, containing only 21 verses.  Obadiah is one of three prophets who preach to pagan nations.  Jonah and Nahum preach to Assyria (capital city, Nineveh), and Obadiah preaches to Edom, who are the descendents of Jacob’s twin brother Esau, from which King Herod, the Idumean (Edomite) would come and try to destroy Jesus at the slaughter of the innocents (Matt. 2).

The author is an unknown prophet of Judah by the name of Obadiah (1:1). More than a dozen Old Testament men were named Obadiah. These include an officer in David’s army (1 Chron. 12:9), Ahab’s servant who hid God’s prophets (1 Kings 18:3), a Levite in the days of Josiah (2 Chron. 34:12), and a leader who returned from the Exile with Ezra (Ezra 8:9). So, the name Obadiah appears to be about as common a name as Smith or Jones in our day.
Nothing is known of Obadiah’s home town or family. The fact that his father is not named sug-gests that he was not out of a kingly or priestly line.
 The land of Edom was a narrow strip of territory south of the Dead Sea. The region is rugged, mountainous, and naturally isolated from surrounding areas. A short message is given to this land to let them know that no matter how smug and proud they are, they must submit to the Savior that will be among God’s people (Mount Zion).
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Judgment is Coming – Many “Asleep on the Railroad Tracks”
What is it that brings judgment to Edom, and to all nations (1:16)? Pride! Obadiah 3-8 outlines the pride of Edom. They felt very safe. They took great pride in their military strategy, being located in a region of high hills, lofty mountains, steep crags, intense heat, where water was scarce (a problem for invaders), and where there were innumerable caves (places for hiding and ambush). Edom’s attitude  reflect the attitude of many who are without Christ.  They live in carnal ignorance of God’s coming wrath.  What a frightening place to be!  It is like being asleep on the railroad tracks!
The Edomites boasted of their wealth, and they relied on their skillful alliances. Their arrogance was manifested by their wise and discerning leaders. For these reasons, they felt that their army was unstoppable, and their security was certain.

The Lord God knew that they thought with arrogance, verses 3-4: “Who will bring me down to the ground?” 4  Though you soar aloft like the eagle,  though your nest is set among the stars,  from there I will bring you down,  declares the LORD.” The message delivered by Obadiah was the Lord’s response, “I will bring you down.” God destroyed them because of their arrogance, violence, and apathy, especially with respect to the destruction of Israel. They sought to take advantage of Israel’s distress, simply because it was in their power to do so (vs. 9-14).

We must always remember that “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5). 

The Day of Christ as Judge

Obadiah 1:15-16, “For the day of the LORD is near upon all the nations.  As you have done, it shall be done to you; your deeds shall return on your own head. 16  For as you have drunk on my holy mountain,  so all the nations shall drink continually;  they shall drink and swallow,  and shall be as though they had never been.”

2 Peter 3:9-11 looks backward to this prophecy and enlightens us further, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12  waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!”

The Way of Escape
God provides a place of escape for those who would turn to Him – Mount Zion.  The brevity of Obadiah’s 21 verses is offset by its severity. There is no stronger message of condemnation of the enemies of God anywhere else in the Scriptures. There is no compromise, no hope of recovery, and no deliverance; only judgment – final and forever. 

Christ is lifted up as the only deliverer.  Only through Him is their a way of escape. Obadiah 1:17, “But in Mount Zion there shall be those who escape, and it shall be holy, and the house of Jacob shall possess their own possessions.” 
Christ the Possessor of the Kingdom
Obadiah 1:21, “Saviors shall go up to Mount Zion  to rule Mount Esau,  and the kingdom shall be the LORD’s.”

Albert Barnes notes who these “saviors” are: 

“the word “saviors” includes those who, before and afterward, were the instruments of God in saving His Church and people, yet, all saviors shadowed forth or back the one Savior, who alone has the office of Judge, in whose kingdom, and associated by Him with Him, {1 Cor. 6:2} “the saints shall judge the world,” as He said to His Apostles, {Mt 19:28} “you which have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of His glory, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

These “saviors” (as Barnes and many others note) are the apostles of Christ, the teachers of the Word, and especially the preachers and teachers of the Gospel in these latter days. They are called “saviors” not because they obtain our salvation, but because they preach salvation through the Gospel of Christ and show us the way to obtain that salvation. 
They, and the Word preached by them, are the means by which the good news of salvation is delivered to all men. While Christ is the only Savior who alone came to purchase salvation, and is the author of it, saviors and deliverers of the Gospel will be more and more in evidence as the end of the age draws near. And Christ Himself will possess the Kingdom, as John says in Revelation 11:15, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”

Joel
Author: the Prophet Joel
Date: Ministry likely  from 835-796 B.C.
Acts 2:16-21, “But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 17  “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,  that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  and your young men shall see visions,  and your old men shall dream dreams; 18  even on my male servants and female servants  in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19  And I will show wonders in the heavens above  and signs on the earth below,  blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20  the sun shall be turned to darkness  and the moon to blood,  before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 21  And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Background
Disaster struck the Southern Kingdom of Judah in the form of a cloud of locusts. In a matter of hours, the fields were stripped bare, and the prophet Joel seized this opportunity to proclaim God’s message. The plague of locusts is seen as a foreshadowing of the coming day of the Lord. In light of this, the book warns of approaching judgment, calls the people to repentance, and gives God’s people hope of the coming day of salvation that will follow judgment. 

The Hebrew name of the prophet Joel (Yo’el) means “Yahweh is God,” a name appropriate to a book which emphasizes God’s sovereign work of salvation in history.

Time Period

It has traditionally been dated c. 835 B.C., when Joash was placed upon the throne at the age of seven and Jehoiada the priest functioned as the real ruler (2 Kin. 11; 12). This period seems to fit the text of Joel since the influence of the priesthood appears to be strong and there is no mention of a king. 

The book of Joel can be divided into two sections:

· the day of the Lord in retrospect (ch. 1)

· and the final day of the Lord in the future (chs. 2; 3)
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The Day of the Lord: The Locusts and the Assyrians
Joel uses a recent drought and locust plague that strikes Judah without warning as an object lesson to warn of a future invasion of Israel in the Day of Yahweh. In just a very short time, a matter of hours, every piece of vegetation is stripped bare. If the nation will repent and return to the Lord, God will restore His relationship with her and bless her. This was true in the historical situation in which Joel was writing and will be true any time in the future. 

The essence of the present judgment was a locust plague would first come (1:1-4) and then another nation (Assyria) would come that would be in number like the locusts to judge northern Israel (1:5-7).  As the locusts had attacked and destroyed the land, so the nation of Assyria would attack and destroy.  

Taking God Seriously

God often sends those He is calling to Himself lesser times of judgment represented by “the day of the Lord”.  God sent Israel these locusts in mercy before the greater swarm of the Assyrians would come. In Joel 1:14-17 we see that Joel encouraged the priest to call for a fast all across the land. It was time for the entire nation to repent. This solemn assembly was to take place in the Temple and was to be a time of scriptural repentance, worship, and prayer to God. They were to cry to the Lord because of how sinful the nation had become. The "Day of the Lord" was at hand. Unless they repented, Israel would  perish!
Pentecost

The promises in Joel 2:28-32 are vitally encouraging for the Christian.  

· Joel 2:28-32, “And it shall come to pass afterward,  that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;  your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  your old men shall dream dreams,  and your young men shall see visions. 29  Even on the male and female servants  in those days I will pour out my Spirit. 30  “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 31  The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 32  And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls.”

It is this passage which Peter quoted and proclaimed was inaugurated during the event at Pentecost (Ac. 2:16 -21). Those who survive Judgment Day are those who believe on the Christ that Peter is preaching!  

Paul also referred to this prophecy in Romans 10:13, where he used Joel 2:32 to substantiate his argument that “there is no difference between Jew and Gentile” (Ro. 10:12). Salvation is for all; as the prophet Joel stated: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (2:32).

Restoring the Years the Locusts Have Eaten

Joel 2:25-26, “I will restore to you the years  that the swarming locust has eaten,  the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,  my great army, which I sent among you. 26  “You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied,  and praise the name of the LORD your God,  who has dealt wondrously with you.  And my people shall never again be put to shame.”  The LORD will “take pity on His people” (2:18). 

The context as to how God restores and reconciles His people is through the converting and transforming ministry of the Holy Spirit that begins at Pentecost and carries on until the “last days” are done -  at the return of Jesus Christ.

God’s Holiness, Judgment, New Heavens and Earth

Joel’s vivid depiction of the dreadful aspects of the day of the Lord has served as a reminder of God’s holiness and judgment and as a continuing call to wholehearted repentance and holiness of life. Ultimately, the great day of the Lord is the day of Christ’s return, the day when he will judge the whole world, casting his enemies into hell and blessing believers with an eternal inheritance in the new heavens and new earth which Joel looks forward to in Joel 3:18ff.

Joel 3:18-21, “And in that day  the mountains shall drip sweet wine,  and the hills shall flow with milk,  and all the streambeds of Judah  shall flow with water;  and a fountain shall come forth from the house of the LORD  and water the Valley of Shittim. 19  “Egypt shall become a desolation  and Edom a desolate wilderness,  for the violence done to the people of Judah,  because they have shed innocent blood in their land. 20  But Judah shall be inhabited forever,  and Jerusalem to all generations. 21  I will avenge their blood,  blood I have not avenged,  for the LORD dwells in Zion.”

Who Will Save Us?

The message of Joel can be summarized in Joel 2:32,  “it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” Paul quoted this verse referring to faith in Jesus Christ in Romans 10:9-12, “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”   

The true fulfillment of God’s end times blessing on Israel is found in Christ through the ministry of His Spirit, and His work of conversion in the heart that causes people to call out to Christ for salvation.
Habakkuk
(Trust/Faith in God)
Author: the Prophet Habakkuk
Date: Ministry from 790-739 b.c.
Romans 1:17, For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, 

“The righteous shall live by faith.”
Date
Because the book anticipates the coming Babylonian invasion and shows an awareness of the fame of the Babylonians, Habakkuk probably ministered during the reign of Jehoiakim of Judah. It appears that Babylon had not invaded Judah, though it was imminent (see 1:6 and 2:1), which suggests Habakkuk prophesied shortly before Babylon’s invasion in 605 B.C. around 606.

Theme

The theme of this prophecy flows out of Habakkuk’s perplexity over the coming invasion of the wicked Babylonians. It concerns the problems of his faith in the face of two apparent difficulties: (1) Why did God permit the increasing evil in Judah to go unpunished (1:2-4)? And how could a Holy God (1:13) use sinful nations like Babylon as His source of judgment (1:12-2:1)? Habakkuk grapples with these difficulties which are solved in the light of God’s continuing revelation, and the prophet closes in a psalm of joyous trust. The book is thus a theodicy, a defense of God’s goodness and power in view of the problem of evil.

The book of Habakkuk may be conveniently divided into two portions: the problems or perplexity of Habakkuk (chs. 1 and 2), and the praise of Habakkuk (ch. 3). Realizing Israel’s iniquity and need for punishment, Habakkuk is perplexed with the moral dilemma of how a holy God could employ the even more wicked Babylonians to chastise His children. God’s response is twofold: He reaffirms His basic moral nature which implies that everyone must eventually face judgment for their offenses (2:2–20). God also gives Habakkuk a vision of His infinite glory, a vision somewhat reminiscent of the one given in Job 38–41. These two responses are enough to reestablish Habakkuk’s faith in God.
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How Long?

Habakkuk 1:2, “O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear?” There is one thing we all hate to do – wait! 
The Just Shall Live By Faith
Habakkuk 2:4, “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.”  Justification comes by faith alone.  The Protestant Reformation under Martin Luther was influenced by the Book of Habakkuk. Luther's discovery of the biblical doctrine that the just shall live by faith came from his study of the apostle Paul's beliefs in the Books of Romans and Galatians. But Paul's famous declaration, "The just shall live by faith" (Rom. 1:17), is a direct quotation from Habakkuk 2:4. Thus, in this brief prophetic book, we find the seeds of the glorious gospel of our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Paul, in Romans 1:17, took the declaration of Habakkuk 2:4 and declared it to be the heart of the gospel. God’s righteousness can only be achieved through faith in Christ, so the just manner of living is by faith. Habakkuk calls believers of all times to trust in GOD, to be faithful and thus live as GOD wants us to live.
Paul quotes Habakkuk again in Galatians 3:11, “Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith“.  Paul is rebuking the Galatian believers for being tempted to find justification before God by the works of the law.  It is now and has always been “by faith”. This is Paul’s point.

Galatians 3:28-29 give the crescendo that all who live by faith today are living the same way that the saved in the Old Testament lived- by faith in the Anointed one: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.”
Habakkuk Looked to Christ

Habakkuk knew his prophecy was pointing to the Lord Jesus, as did all the prophets.  Peter is clear about this in 1 Peter 1:10-12, “Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11  inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12  It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.”

The Knowledge of the Glory of the LORD

Habakkuk 2:14, “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”  It was the plan of God to the ruin of the Babylonian monarchy (which all the world could not but take notice of), but this would pave the way for something greater! 
Christ Revealed
Habakkuk 3:13, “You went out for the salvation of your people, for the salvation of your anointed. You crushed the head of the house of the wicked, laying him bare from thigh to neck. Selah” 

The terminology used by Habakkuk in 3:13 ties the idea of salvation with that of the anointing of the LORD. It refers first to their deliverance from Egypt, and then the future deliverance in Christ. As Matthew Henry says:

“God sent plagues on Egypt, for the humbling of proud Pharaoh, and the obliging of him to let the people go…He would hereby give a type and figure of the redemption of the world by Jesus Christ… What God did for his Israel of old was done with an eye to his Anointed, for the sake of the Mediator, Jesus Christ who was both the Founder and Foundation of the covenant made with them. 
It was salvation with Him, for in all the salvations wrought for them, God looked upon the face of His Anointed and had mercy on His people.”
The roots of these Hebrew words reflect the two names of our Lord: The word “salvation,” which appears three time in 3:13 and 18, is the root word from which the name “Jesus” is derived (see Matt. 1:21). “Your Anointed” of course is a direct reference to Christ, which means “anointed”.






� Barnes commentary on Obadiah 1:21, Barnes Notes.
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