Finding Jesus in the Old Testament

Pre-Exile Prophets, Part 2
Taught by: Matthew S. Black Series: Old Testament Survey
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Living Hope Bible Church of Roselle, IL
The Relation of the Poetry Books to the OT’s revelation of Christ

· Law—the Foundation for Christ
· the establishment of Christ’s family as a nation
· History—Preparation for Christ
· the establishment of Christ’s family as a kingdom
· Poetry—Aspiration for Christ
· the establishment of the believer in Christ
· Prophecy—Expectation of Christ
· the establishment of the true everlasting kingdom.
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 Grouping According to the Exile and The Kingdoms of Israel and Judah

	Group
	Book
	Approximate Dates

	Pre-Exilic

Prophets of Israel
	Jonah (preached to Nineveh)
Amos 
Hosea
	780-850


765-750
755-715

	Prophets of Judah
	Obadiah (preached to Edom) 
Joel
Isaiah
Micah
Nahum (preached to Nineveh)
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
	840

835-796
740-680
740-690
630-612

606-604
625

	Exile Prophets


	Jeremiah / Lam. (to Jews in Judea) 
Daniel 

Ezekiel
	627-585

606-537

593-571 

	Post-Exilic Prophets

Prophets of the Returned Remnant
	Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi
	520 (during Ezra)
515 (during Ezra)
430 (Just after Nehemiah)


Jonah & Nahum: Prophets to Ninevah
(Hope for the Nations)
Prophets to the Nations

Christ’s great commission is to “make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:18-20), but we realize this was God’s heart in the Old Testament as well. 

Unlike God’s call to prophesy to His covenant people, some of the prophets before the exile were commissioned to carry a message of judgment to the surrounding nations.  Three prophets had this responsibility – Jonah and Nahum to Ninevah and Obadiah to Edom. 
The God of the Nations

Ninevah (founded by Nimrod, Gen. 10:8-12) was the capital city of the great world empire of the time: Assyria.  This was the very nation that was enticing Israel to sin by worshipping the false gods like Baal, Ashteroth, Chemosh, and Molech. Why would God have mercy on such a nation? Because God wanted to declare Himself to be “the God of the nations” (Psalm 22:28). 
The Goodness and Severity of God

Jonah’s theme is the goodness of God, and Nahum, written about a hundred years later tells us of the severity of God.  As Paul says, “behold the  goodness and severity of God” (Romans 11:22).  This same God will reveal Himself in the New Testament through Christ, to “reconcile the world to God”.  
The message of these two prophets reminds us that the God of Israel is the Creator and God of the whole world.  Though all do not yet acknowledge Him, yet all people are nonetheless accountable to Him.  Our God in other words, is a GLOBAL GOD!  Every other god is a sheer fabrication of the carnal imagination (cf. 1 Cor. 8:6). 

Both Jonah and Nahum prophesied to the ancient city of Ninevah, capital of Assyria – Jonah in 750BC and Nahum in 650BC.  Both books have one message: the coming judgment on Ninevah.
Jonah
(The Goodness of God)
Author: the Prophet Jonah
Date: Ministry from 780-850 B.C.
Matthew 12:40, “For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth”.
The book of Jonah is far more than a warning of judgment to the pagan capital of the ancient world empire Assyria.  It is truly Messianic in nature – it points to Jesus!  It points us to the death and resurrection of God’s Son, Jesus, “the Christ, the Savior of the world” (John 4:42).

Jonah, A Galilean?

The supposed tomb of Jonah is located near ancient Nazareth, so it was likely Jonah was Galilean.  This could mean that the Pharisees were either mistaken or blatantly lied when they said to Nicodemus, “Search and look, for no prophet has arisen out of Galilee” (John 7:52).  

Those who reject the inspiration of the Bible look at the book of Jonah as a myth, a legend, or an allegory that has no basis in actual human history.  Yet the Scriptures teach us that Jonah was an actual historical figure and the events of his life actually happened (2 Kings 14:25, Matt. 12:38-42). 

Keys for Christians

A Reluctant Prophet (1:1-3)
In the first chapter, we read that Jonah wanted to “flee from the presence of the Lord”. He was called to preach to the notorious city of Ninevah that had a population between 600,000 and one million people. They were infamous worshippers of the idols that had ensnared Israel. 
Jonah was supposed to go 550 miles NorthWEST to Ninevah, but instead he went 2500 miles in the opposite direction with Tarshish likely being located in modern day Southern Spain.

Why did Jonah disobey?  It was not likely that he was a coward, but that his motive was patriotic. He may have even known as Hosea 9:3 says that Assyria would later be the instrument God uses to destroy Israel. 
Peter & Barnabas also Reluctant

We find an interesting account in Galatians 2 about Peter and Barnabas at the church in Antioch. Gal. 2:11-13 , “But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12  For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13  And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.” 
It’s interesting that it is Peter of all people to get caught up in this kind of racism, because he was shown a vision of God being the God of ALL NATIONS in Acts 10:13-16 , “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven.” 
We read later in Acts 10:34-36, 42 “Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35  but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36  As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), …42  And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43  To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” So we see God’s heart for all nations in the book of Jonah.
God’s “Hesed” Love for the World

Jonah admits to the very heart of his great struggle: Jonah 4:2, “I know that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in loving-kindness [HESED], one who relents from doing harm”.  To the Jew, it was amazing almost beyond belief that God loved people in the Gentile nations.  But God’s covenant love was not just toward Israel.  It was to anyone of any nation that would turn to Him in faith! (Think of the Old Testament example given by the Lord in Luke 4:25-27, “I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26  and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27  And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” So we see in Jonah and throughout the Old Testament, God has a heart – indeed a covenant love – for the nations.
Jonah, a Type of Christ

Jesus said in Matthew12:38-42, “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” 39  But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40  For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41  The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.”  Jonah is a type of Christ for several reasons:
1. Jonah is thrown into the sea and into the belly of the fish, a type of the grave (1:4-17).

We read in Matthew 12:40, “For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 

Jonah was asleep during a great storm which put the lives of the ship’s crew in danger of destruction.   He had to be awakened, and was rebuked for not caring about the potential danger to everyone’s lives.   Jonah was appointed by God as being the cause of the storm (through the use of lots), and Jonah owned up to his guilt.   Jonah then asked to be thrown overboard since this would stop the storm.   The sailors tried to make it on their own, but ultimately came to trust in Jonah’s offer as a last result.   They threw him overboard and were gloriously saved from their terrible predicament.   Destruction was averted.
Jesus was ultimately sacrificed, just like Jonah, to save the lives of all from complete destruction.   And while Jonah was legitimately guilty, Jesus took on himself our guilt.   Jesus took our destruction that we might be spared. As Matthew Henry says:

Jonah is herein a type of Christ, that he gives his life a ransom for many; but with this material difference, that the storm Jonah gave himself up to still was of his own raising, but that storm which Christ gave himself up to still was of our raising. Yet, as Jonah delivered himself up to be cast into a raging sea that it might be calm, so did our Lord Jesus, when he died that we might live.” (Comments on Jonah 1:12).

2. As the big fish could not keep Jonah, neither could the grave keep the Savior. 
In Luke 11:29–30, Jesus said, “This generation is an evil generation. It seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this generation.” Jonah appears to the Ninevites as one who has been brought back from the dead!  In a similar way, though far superior, Jesus will be a sign to His generation.  Indeed the death and resurrection of Christ will be the fulfillment of the type of Jonah.  But Jesus will be swallowed and disgorged, not by a fish, but by death itself (Acts 2:23-24). 

3. Jonah preached salvation to broken people.
Christ arose to proclaim the saving message to lost people. God “is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).The people of Ninevah needed to believe the message of Jonah and repent. Jonah went to Ninevah and proclaimed the “good news” for forty days.  And the people repented!

So as Jonah brought a message of hope and salvation to a despised people, so Christ brought a message of hope to the whole Gentile world, which the Jews despised. Even in our day, we need to see our tendency to preach the gospel only to people who are like we are. We need to truly reach out at a multi-generational, multi-cultural congregation.

Christ wants to save the lowest of the low, that is, all of us! That includes those who have practiced homosexuality, drunkenness, fornication of the vilest sort, and other sins so base that some of us do not even know what they are. 
If God changes the publicans and sinners by the gospel message, we must be ready to receive them as part of our family. We need to thrill again with the statement of Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:11, “And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” 
Conclusion
The book of Jonah teaches us of our continuing responsibility to preach the goodness of God, the good news of Christ to all.  The church is comprised of a multitude of nations, not just people who look and have traditions like us.  As in all generations, “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17).  If we do not repent at the preaching of the Word of Christ, we will hear the words of Christ in Matthew 12:42, “The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.”  

Praise God for the goodness of God that Jonah preached to an unworthy nation!

I. The Fleeing of Jonah (1:1-17)

II. The Praying of Jonah (2:1-10)

III. The Preaching of Jonah (3:1-10)

IV. The Learning of Jonah (4:1-11)

A. Jonah’s Complaint to God (4:1-3)
God’s Curriculum for Jonah (4:4-11)

B.                Nahum
(The Severity of God)
Author: the Prophet Nahum
Date: Ministry from 627-585 B.C.
Nahum 1:3, “The LORD is slow to anger and great in power,  and the LORD will by no means clear the guilty.”

The mercy, love, grace, and goodness of God cannot be proclaimed too fully, believed too firmly, or extolled to highly. I rejoice to declare to men and women everywhere that “The LORD is good.” ― “The goodness of God endures continually” (Ps. 52:1).  But the book of Nahum is a wakeup call and a message that we cannot treat the grace of God casually.   The theme of Nahum is the severity of God toward those who take His grace lightly. Nahum 1:3, “The LORD is slow to anger and great in power,  and the LORD will by no means clear the guilty.”

Nahum single-mindedly proclaims the doom of the Assyrian capital of Nineveh. Among the reasons for the condemnation of the city are the inhumanities of the Assyrian army (2:12), and the vices of the city (3:4). The nature of God, specifically His wrath, His holiness, His justice, and His power, makes it inevitable that His enemies will perish (1:2–10). The brief book of Nahum can be divided into three parts:

I. Nineveh Judged (ch. 1)

II. Nineveh Sentenced (ch. 2)

III. Nineveh Executed (ch. 3)
Keys for Christians

God of Love / God of Wrath

Nahum teaches us that the God whose goodness and longsuffering are so evident in Jonah is also the God who is uncompromising and relentless in His wrath toward those who reject His grace.

God’s Fierce Wrath
The first verse of Nahum's short prophecy sets the tone by telling us that Yahweh is a jealous and avenging God. He is full of vengeance and will disgorge His wrath against Nineveh. Many prophets ease into their subject matter, but not Nahum. These opening verses hit like a sledge hammer. They send a chill up your spine and cause the hair on your neck to stand straight up. This is not a God you would want to meet on a bad day. Before Him the mountains shake, the earth trembles and the rocks shatter. He is a God, says Nahum, of "fierce anger" who will pour out His wrath like fire (1:6). "I am against you," declares the Lord Almighty to Nineveh (2:13).
Comfort to God’s People
The conversion of the Ninevites in response to the preaching of Jonah was evidently short lived because they soon became ruthless, returning to their former wicked ways. Sargon II of Assyria destroyed Samaria and took the Northern Kingdom of Israel into captivity, scattering the ten tribes in 722. Later, Sennacherib of the Assyrians almost captured Jerusalem during the reign of Hezekiah in 701 B.C. But regardless of its power and prominence, Nineveh is clearly judged as doomed by a Holy God through the prophet Nahum. Assyria’s cruelty, power, and pride would come to an end by the power of God. Though the book focuses on Assyria’s fall and judgment, it is written to bring comfort to Judah.
We find a similar encouragement in 2 Thess. 1:5-10, “This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— 6  since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7  and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8  in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9  They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10  when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.”
The Mysteries of Calvary

We learn in Nahum 1:3 that God “will not at all acquit the wicked.” The mysteries of Calvary are bound up in that little phrase. Someone has written, ''It put Jehovah to no test when He rolled shining stars from the palm of His creating hand and scooped out the channels for the tempestuous seas. But when it came to saving rebellious man, God faced that which tested the infinite.'' A holy God ordained just laws for the government of His world. Man broke the law. All men break it, and God indeed must judge them.
Fulfilled Prophecy – First Hezekiah and Later the Medes
Nahum’s prophecy of God’s judgment on Assyria was partially fulfilled when the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 Assyrian soldiers  in one night (2 Kings 19:35-37). 

Indeed, a century after Nahum's prophecy, God turned loose His elements, and Nineveh fell to the armies of the Medes. The remains of that city were just a matter of conjecture until 1841, when the spade of the archeologist uncovered it, and the Bible story was confirmed.
Every Knee Shall Bow
While there are no direct Messianic prophecies in Nahum, in keeping with the basic christological spirit of all prophecy, Nahum sees Christ as the jealous God and avenger of His adversaries (1:2f).  Christ is YHWH before whom “every knee shall bow and tongue confess that He is Lord” (Phil. 2). He is also the merciful God who took the full wrath for His people. As we read in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
God’s Covenant Love

How true it is that God will give nations “in exchange” for His beloved people (Isaiah 43:3). The fate of Ninevah is a testimony of God’s covenant love for His people.  It is this love that we see in Zechariah 2:8, “he who touches you touches the apple of his eye”.  Though Assyria was the “rod of His anger” to discipline His people (Isa. 10:5), the Assyrians themselves would suffer YHWH’s wrath for their proud impenitence (Isaiah 10:12, “When the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, he will punish the speech of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful look in his eyes”).

May God give each of us eyes to see that if we reject the grace of God in Christ, all that is stored up for us is His immeasurable wrath!
Amos
(Wake Up from Your Prosperity!
Author: the Prophet Amos
Date: about 760 B.C.
Amos 8:11, “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD,  “when I will send a famine on the land—  not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,  but of hearing the words of the LORD.”
Amos the Farmer
Unlike Isaiah (who was not a man of the court) and Jeremiah (who was a priest) this book was written by Amos, a herdsman and a tender of sycamore fruit (1:1; 7:14). He was from Tekoa, which was located near Bethlehem about ten miles south of Jerusalem. That Amos is the author is supported not only from the claim of the book (1:1; 7:14), but from the pastoral language (7:10f), and the contents which demonstrated his knowledge of an out-of-doors way of life (see 3:4-5, 12; 5:8, 9; 9:9). Though he was a farmer and rancher he was very familiar with the Word of God. 
Time Period: Just Before Isaiah, Micah and Hosea

According to 1:1, Amos prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah, king of Judah (767–739 B.C.), and Jeroboam, king of Israel (782–753 B.C.), thus leaving a possible time-frame from 767 to 753 B.C. The prophecy of 7:9–11 seems to indicate a time late in the reign of Jeroboam and a probable date of writing is 760–753 B.C. Amos ministered after the time of Joel and Jonah, and just before Isaiah, Micah, and Hosea. At this time Uzziah reigned over a prosperous and militarily successful Judah.

Keys for Christians

Laodicea of the Ancient World

The book of Amos addresses the excessive pursuit of luxury, self-indulgence, and oppression of the poor which characterized the period of prosperity and success in the Northern Kingdom of Israel under Jeroboam II. 

To Whom Much is Given, Much Required
Amos reminded the Jews of their unique privileges, that they only, of all the families of the earth, have been known by God. But privilege always entails responsibility.

Amos 3:1-2. “Hear this word which the LORD has spoken against you, sons of Israel, against the entire family which He brought up from the land of Egypt, “You only have I chosen among all the families of the earth; Therefore, I will punish you for all your iniquities.”
God Obligated to Judge Insincere Worship
The next message is directed toward their sins, especially the insincerity of their formal religious ceremonies. 
Amos 4:11-12. “I overthrew you as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, And you were like a firebrand snatched from a blaze; Yet you have not returned to Me,” declares the LORD. “Therefore, thus I will do to you, O Israel; Because I shall do this to you, Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.”
Amos 5:21-23, “I hate, I despise your feasts,  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22  Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,  I will not accept them;  and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,  I will not look upon them. 23  Take away from me the noise of your songs;  to the melody of your harps I will not listen.”
A Famine of the Word
Amos 8:11-12, “Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “When I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But rather for hearing the words of the LORD. “And people will stagger from sea to sea, And from the north even to the east; They will go to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, But they will not find it.”
People can be religious without truly being saturated with the Word and Christ.

Message to Laodicea

Amos brings our own minds to the New Testament warning to the Laodiceans. Revelation 3:15-19, “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16  So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 17  For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18  I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. 19  Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.”
Judgment Seemed So Far Away
Judah. In the north, Israel was ruled by the capable king Jeroboam II. Economic and military circumstances were almost ideal, but prosperity only increased the materialism, immorality, and injustice of the people. During these years, Assyria, Babylon, Syria, and Egypt were relatively weak. Thus, the people of Israel found it hard to imagine the coming disaster predicted by Amos—a disaster that occurred barely three decades later.

Rebuilding the Fallen Tabernacle of David (the Church)

Yet the great hope of all the prophets is Christ.  Amos looks beyond the crushing of Israel by the Assyrian army.  Looking beyond the captivity of Israel and their restoration to the land, Amos described that glorious era when Christ would come to call the Gentiles through Israel
Amos 9:13-15, “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD,  “when the plowman shall overtake the reaper  and the treader of grapes him who sows the seed;  the mountains shall drip sweet wine,  and all the hills shall flow with it. 14  I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel,  and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them;  they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine,  and they shall make gardens and eat their fruit. 15  I will plant them on their land,  and they shall never again be uprooted  out of the land that I have given them,”  says the LORD your God.”

The Apostle James quotes this very passage in Acts 15 in reference to God setting up the Church and reaching the Gentiles.  Acts 15:13-18, “After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14  Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. 15  And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, 16  “ ‘After this I will return,  and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen;  I will rebuild its ruins,  and I will restore it, 17  that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord,  and all the Gentiles who are called by my name,  says the Lord, who makes these things 18  known from of old.’

Conclusion: The pre-Exile prophets remind us not to take God’s warnings for granted.  God warned both Judah and Israel that judgment was coming.  He showed great patience and mercy.  Yet if we do not repent and trust in YHWH, there is no promised Savior for us.  

The book of Hebrews gives us the same warnings.

· Hebrews 3:15, “Today, if you hear his voice,  do not harden your heart.”

· Hebrews 10:28-31, “Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29  How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 30  For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”
Prosperity can be dangerous.  We must not confuse it with God’s blessing.  The true blessing is to partake in the Word of God and in all the blessings we have in Christ (Eph. 1:3-4).
Micah
(The Perfect Ruler is Coming)
Author: the Prophet Micah
Date: Ministry from 735-710 B.C.
Micah 5:2, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,  who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,  from you shall come forth for me  one who is to be ruler in Israel,  whose origin is from of old,  from ancient days.”.

Who is Like YHWH?

The name Micah is a shortened form of Micaiah, which means “Who is like Yahweh?” Micah suggests this truth in 7:18 when he said, “Who is a God like You?” 

Micah tells us he prophesied during the days of Jotham (750-732), Ahaz (736-716) and Hezekiah (716-687) (1:1). Micah speaks primarily to Judah, but since he also speaks to the Northern Kingdom of Israel and predicts the fall of Samaria (1:6), and the coming of Christ (5:2). Micah was a contemporary of the prophet Isaiah.

Keys for Christians

God on the Witness Stand

“Hear, you peoples, all of you; pay attention, O earth, and all that is in it, and let the Lord God be a witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple. For behold, the Lord is coming out of his place, and will come down and tread upon the high places of the earth. And the mountains will melt under him, and the valleys will split open, like wax before the fire, like waters poured down a steep place.” Micah 1:2-4 (ESV) 

The language is that of the courtroom, with God as judge, plaintiff, and witness against the people. All this must be viewed against the backdrop of God’s covenant. God entered into covenant with the people of Israel when they came out of Egypt, and he gave them the blessings and the curses (Lev. 26; Deut. 27-30) – blessings if they kept the covenant and curses if they broke the covenant. This courtroom language is even stronger in chapter 6. There the prophet uses the term “indictment,” so we see the clear them of God’s judgment against His people. Micah begins with “law to the proud”, but he will ultimately climax with “grace to the humble”.  

Judah has failed miserably.  They have sold themselves and their nation to the wicked one.  They have trampled on the grace of God.  What they deserve is wrath.  What they will get is grace in the form of the Messiah!

Micah Points to Christ

Micah is not rightly read or understood until it leads to Christ. Though God will bring Judah into captivity for 70 years, coming out of captivity will bring not only a restoration of the nation, but the very coming of the promised Messiah, the Seed of Abraham, the Son of David. Christ is the climax of Micah’s restoration. The labor pains of judgment for sin give birth to Christ in Bethlehem. (Matt 2:1-6; Micah 5:2).  
A Temple Greater than Ezra’s Temple

Micah predicts a greater restoration of the Temple than Ezra records. (Ezra 3:12; Micah 4:1)  Jesus points to Himself as that Temple, greater than the Temple built in the restoration. (Matthew 12:6). Consider Mic. 4:1, “It shall come to pass in the latter days  that the mountain of the house of the LORD  shall be established as the highest of the mountains,  and it shall be lifted up above the hills;  and peoples shall flow to it, 2  and many nations shall come, and say:  “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,  to the house of the God of Jacob,  that he may teach us his ways  and that we may walk in his paths.”
The True Mountain of the Lord

Here is the true Temple, the Church and Body of Christ.  Hebrews 12:22-25, “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23  and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24  and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 25  See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven.”
A Ruler Greater than King David
Micah’s greater ruler, who’s ways were from ancient days, is the eternal second Person of the Trinity. (Micah 5:2, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,  who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,  from you shall come forth for me  one who is to be ruler in Israel,  whose origin is from of old,  from ancient days.”)
1 Timothy 6:15, “he [Christ]…is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,”
The Good and Great Shepherd
Micah’s great shepherd is the Good Shepherd. As Micah 5:4 says, “And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great  to the ends of the earth.”

Compare that with John 10:11, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”
A Firstborn Greater than All the Sacrifices
Christ is the firstborn, sacrificed where Israel’s would not do. 
Micah 6:6-7, “With what shall I come before the LORD,  and bow myself before God on high?  Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,  with calves a year old? 7  Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,  with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  
Micah 6:8, “He has told you, O man, what is good;  and what does the LORD require of you  but to do justice, and to love kindness,  and to walk humbly with your God?”
The Fruit of Knowing YHWH

God has told them what he expects:

1. To do justice – walk in godliness applying God’s just Word to our lives (active faith).
2. To love kindness [HESED] – walk in God’s grace & mercy (gracious faith).
3. To walk humbly with your God – walk in humble faith (humble faith).
Albert Barnes has commented: The three moral duties here are summed up by our Lord (Mt 23:23), “judgment, mercy, and faith”.
Conclusion

Some of the promises of Micah await fulfillment in full, such as the bringing of peace to all the earth (Micah 4:3). Whether these promises have been realized, begun to be realized or await another day, nothing could be more sure than that they all find their fulfillment and realization in Jesus the Messiah. (John 5:39; Luke 24:44-45) The ultimate resolution to the argument of Micah, then, is Christ.
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