Finding Jesus in the Old Testament

Pre-Exile Prophets, Pt. 1
Isaiah
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The Relation of the Poetry Books to the OT’s revelation of Christ

· Law—the Foundation for Christ
· the establishment of Christ’s family as a nation
· History—Preparation for Christ
· the establishment of Christ’s family as a kingdom
· Poetry—Aspiration for Christ
· the establishment of the believer in Christ
· Prophecy—Expectation of Christ
· the establishment of the true everlasting kingdom.
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ToIsrael:

Amos (76)
Hosea (755)

To Nineveh:

Jonah (760)
Nahum (660)

To Edom:

Obadiah (840)

To Judah:

Joel (835)

Isaiah (740)
Micah(735)
Zephaniah (630)
Jeremiah (627)
Habakkuk (607)
Lamentations (586)
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To Jews in Babylon:

Daniel (605)
Ezekiel (592)

To the remnant after returning:

Haggai (520)
Zechariah (520)
Malachi (432)
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A Comparison of the Four Major Prophets

The major prophets are only called “Major” because of the length of their books.  The so-called “writing prophets” have left us seventeen books. Four of these prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel—are called the major prophets. Twelve others are represented by much shorter books and are called “minor prophets”—a reference to the length of their writings, not to their quality or importance.  The minor prophets were normally compiled in one scroll and called the “Twelve Prophet Book”. The Major Prophets bring us major hope!  
· Isaiah – Hope of Messiah’s Rescue of Those Deserving Judgment
· Jeremiah – Hope of Justice
· Lamentations (continuation of this hope of justice)
· Ezekiel – Hope of Paradise
· Daniel – Hope of Survival
	Comparison of the Four Major Prophets

	
	Isaiah
	Jeremiah
	Ezekiel
	Daniel

	Message
	Hope of Messiah
	Hope of Justice
	Hope of Paradise
	Hope of Survival

	Prophesied To:
	Jews in Judea
	Jews in Judea and captivity
	Jews captive in Babylon
	Jews captive in Babylon and Gentile kings

	Concerning:
	Judah and Nations 
(Isa. 1:1; 2:1)
	Judah and Nations (Jer. 1:5, 9-10; 2:1-2)
	The whole house of Israel  (Ezek. 2:3-6; 3:4-10, 17)
	Israel and Gentile Nations 
(Dan. 2:36ff; 9)

	During the reigns of:
	Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, Manasseh (kings of Judah)
	Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah 
(kings of Judah)
	Zedekiah 
(king of Judah);

Nebuchadnezzar 
(king of Babylon)
	Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah 
(kings of Judah).

Nebuchadnezzar 
(king of Babylon),

Darius (Mede)

Cyrus (Persian)

	Dates:
	740-680 B.C.
	627-585 B.C.
	592-570 B.C.
	605-536 B.C.

	Historical 
Setting:
	2 Kings 15-21;
2 Chronicles 26-30
	2 Kings 22-25
	Daniel 1-6
	Daniel 1-6


It may be easier to divide them into the times and peoples they prophesied to.  In this sense we understand that various prophets were contemporaries of one another and several knew each other.  We may divide them as such:

· Pre-exile prophets
· Exile prophets

· Post-exile prophets
The Former Prophets (Historical Books)
The first division of the Old Testament was known as the Law with the second being called the Former Prophets, but these included four books which have already been outlined—Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings. Though these books deal with the history of Israel, they were composed from a prophetic viewpoint and possibly even the authors themselves may have been prophets by profession. 
The Latter Prophets

The seventeen books of the Major and Minor Prophets considered in this section were classified in the Hebrew Bible as the Latter Prophets. The term ‘latter’ speaks primarily of their place in the canon rather than of their chronological position. These prophets are sometimes called the writing prophets because their authors wrote or recorded their utterances. There were other oral prophets like Nathan, Ahijah, Iddo, Jehu, Elijah, Elisha, Oded, Shemaiah, Azariah, Hanani, Jahaziel, and Huldah who left no records of their utterances. Mostly because of their size, the Latter Prophets are subdivided into the Major Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel), and the twelve Minor Prophets, whose writings could all be included in one large scroll which came to be known in Greek as “the Twelve-Prophet Book”.
 Daniel, usually viewed as one of the Major Prophets in the English Bible, actually appears in the third division of the Hebrew Canon called “the Writings.” 

Lamentations will also be dealt with here because of its place in the English Bible, though in the Hebrew Bible it is among the five rolls or megilloth, the shorter books, which were brief enough to be read publicly on anniversaries. 
	The Time Span of the Prophets

	Pre-exile prophets
	Exile Prophets

---70 year Exile---
	Prophets after

Return to Israel

	To Israel

Amos (776)

Hosea (755)

To Edom

Obadiah (840)

To Ninevah

Jonah (760)

Nahum (660)
	*Date of Assyrian Captivity: 722 BC
To Judah

Joel (835)

ISAIAH (740)

Micah (735)

Zephaniah (630)

JEREMIAH (627)

Habakkuk (607)

Lamentations (586)
	*Date of Babylonian Captivity: 605 BC
To Jews in Babylon

DANIEL (605)

EZEKIEL (592)
	*Decree of Cyrus: 537 BC

*Date of Return from Captivity: 536 BC
To the Remnant after Returning

Haggai (520)

Zechariah (520)

Malachi (452)


Threefold Function of Prophets
As God’s spokesman, their message can be seen in a three-fold function they had among the people of God in the Old Testament:

PREACHING – First, they functioned as preachers who expounded and interpreted the Mosaic law to the nation. It was their duty to encourage, admonish, reprove, denounce sin, threaten with the terrors of judgment, call to repentance, and bring consolation and pardon.  Their activity of rebuking sin and calling for repentance consumed far more of the prophets’ time than any other feature of their work. The rebuke was driven home with predictions about the punishment that God intended to send on those failing to heed the prophet’s warning (cf. Jonah 3:4).

PROPHECY – Second, they functioned as predictors who announced coming judgment, deliverance, and the amazing promise of the coming Messiah and His kingdom. Predicting the future was never intended merely to satisfy man’s curiosity, but was designed to demonstrate that God knows and controls the future, and to give purposeful revelation. The prediction given by a true prophet would be visibly fulfilled. The failure of the prediction to be fulfilled would indicate that the prophet had not spoken the word of Yahweh (cf.  Deut. 18:20-22).  In 1 Samuel 3:19 it is said of Samuel that the Lord was with him and let none of his prophetic words fail (lit., “fall to the ground”).

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY – Finally, they functioned as watchmen over the people of Israel (Ezek. 3:17).  Ezekiel stood as a watchman on the walls of Zion ready to trumpet a warning against religious apostasy.  He warned the people against political and military alliances with foreign powers, the temptation to become involved in idolatry and Canaanite cultic worship, and the danger of placing excessive confidence in religious formalism and sacrificial ritual.
While the prophets functioned in various ways as they communicated God’s message, they occupied one major role in Israel’s religious system.  The prophets in Israel occupied the role of a royal diplomat or prosecuting attorney, indicting the nation for violations of the Mosaic covenant.

Isaiah
(Hope of Messiah’s Rescue of Those Deserving Judgment)
Speaking of Christ in Isaiah 6: “Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him” (John 12:41).
Author: the Prophet Isaiah
Date: Ministry from 740–680 B.C.
Isaiah’s Personal History: Isaiah was truly a man of his times.
· From Distinguished Family: As the book clearly declares, the author is Isaiah, the son of Amoz, an apparently influential and distinguished Jewish family. 
· A Diplomat: Isaiah appears to have been on familiar terms with the royal court even in the reign of Ahaz. 
· Well-Educated: He was evidently a well-educated student of international affairs, who spent most of his time in the city of Jerusalem, where he rubbed shoulders with royalty and gave advice on foreign affairs because he was so in touch with the crosscurrents of world affairs. 
Opposed Any Foreign Entanglements
Though often scoffed at, being directed by God, he vigorously opposed any entangling alliances with foreign powers (whether with Assyria as against Samaria and Damascus, or with Egypt as against Assyria). As warned by the Lord in chapter 6, his cause was doomed to failure, for both government and people chose to put their trust in the political alliances of man rather than in the sure person and promises of God.
Jonah & Hosea Immediately Precede Isaiah

Isaiah is a prophet during the pinnacle of the great Assyrian Empire.  He was likely born during the reigns of Uzziah (Judah) and Jeroboam II (Israel). It is significant that Isaiah is preceded by Hosea, who preaches God’s love to the rebellious people of Northern Israel.  

He is also preceded by Jonah who preaches mercy to the fiercest Gentile nation of the time – Assyria.  Jonah is a reluctant prophet.  Isaiah is not.  Isaiah proclaims judgment upon Judah and all the surrounding nations (chapters 1-39) and then he proclaims hope in the Messiah (40-66).
Kings During the Time of Isaiah

Isaiah outdated Hezekiah by a few years because chapter 37, verse 38, records the death of Sennacherib in 681 B.C. Hezekiah was succeeded by his wicked son Manasseh who overthrew the worship of Yahweh and no doubt opposed the work of Isaiah.

Kings During Isaiah’s Time

	Kings of Judah
	Kings of Assyria
	Kings of Israel

	Uzziah (790-739 B.C.)
	Tiglath-pileser III (745-727 B.C.)

2 Chron. 28:20
	Jeroboam II (782-753)

Zechariah (753-752 = 6mo.)

Shallum (752 - 1 mo.)

Menahem (752-742)

Pekahiah (742-740)

Pekah (740-732)

Hoshea (732-712)

	Jotham (739-731 B.C.)
	Sennacherib (705-681 B.C.)

Isaiah 37:38
	

	Ahaz (731-715 B.C.)
	
	

	Hezekiah (715-686 B.C.)
	Esarhaddon (681-669)

Isaiah 37:38
	

	Manasseh (687-642 B.C.)
	
	


Keys for Christians

1. The  Gospel of Isaiah: Isaiah’s name provides the theme of the book, “salvation is of Yahweh.” This is most evident by the fact the term “salvation” occurs some twenty-six times in Isaiah but only seven time in all the other prophets combined. Because of this, Isaiah has been called “the evangelical prophet” because he says so much about the salvation and redemptive work of Messiah. Isaiah really gives us the Gospel of the Old Testament.
2. A Little Bible: Like the Bible’s 66 books, Isaiah has 66 chapters.  The first 39 chapters correspond to the Old Testament and speak primarily of judgment and largely anticipate the coming of Messiah.  The final 27 chapters neatly parallel the twenty-seven chapters of the New Testament because they speak a great deal about the mercy of Messiah and His Kingdom as the Servant of the Lord. Chapters 1-39 speak of man’s great need of salvation while chapters 40-66 reveal God’s provision of Salvation in Messiah and His kingdom.
3. Christ the Sovereign Lord: In Isaiah 6 we see the Sovereign YHWH, and the Apostle John identifies this great God as Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Speaking of Christ in Isaiah 6: “Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him” (John 12:41).
4. Christ, Born of a Virgin: War ensued and Ahaz (king of Judah) had his back against the wall with Syria and northern Israel breathing down his neck.  God warned him to walk by faith in Isaiah 7:9 “If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all.”  The LORD then encouraged King Ahaz to ask for a sign of victory, but Ahaz with a self-righteous denial refused.  Then the Lord gave Isaiah the famous prophecy: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (7:13-14).  In other words, there is coming one who is greater than the Syria, Israel, or the king of Assyria!  He is Immanuel, God with us.

5. Judgment Day, i.e. the Day of the Lord:  Consider Isaiah 13:6-13 which points to the cataclysmic final day of the world: “Wail, for the day of the LORD is near;  as destruction from the Almighty it will come! 7  Therefore all hands will be feeble,  and every human heart will melt. 8  They will be dismayed:  pangs and agony will seize them;  they will be in anguish like a woman in labor.  They will look aghast at one another;  their faces will be aflame. 
9  Behold, the day of the LORD comes,  cruel, with wrath and fierce anger,  to make the land a desolation  and to destroy its sinners from it. 10  For the stars of the heavens and their constellations  will not give their light;  the sun will be dark at its rising,  and the moon will not shed its light. 
11  I will punish the world for its evil,  and the wicked for their iniquity;  I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant,  and lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless. 12  I will make people more rare than fine gold,  and mankind than the gold of Ophir. 13  Therefore I will make the heavens tremble,  and the earth will be shaken out of its place,  at the wrath of the LORD of hosts  in the day of his fierce anger.”

These kinds of passages are common in the first 39 chapters of Isaiah (i.e. ch. 13-24, esp. 24:1-3).  Compare how Jesus spoke of this day in Matthew 24:29-32, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30  Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31  And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”

MORE MESSIANIC PROPHECIES IN ISAIAH

	THE PROPHECY
	THE FULFILLMENT

	The Messiah:
	Jesus of Nazareth:

	Will be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14)
	Was born of a virgin named Mary (Luke 1:26-31)

	Will have a Galilean ministry (Isaiah 9:1,2)
	Ministry began in Galilee of the Gentiles 
(Matthew 4:13-16)

	Will be an heir to the throne of David 
(Isaiah 9:7; 11:1, 10)
	Was given the throne of His father David 
(Luke 1:32, 33)

	Will have His way prepared (Isaiah 40:3-5)
	Was announced by John the Baptist (John 1:19-28)

	Will be spat on and struck (Isaiah 50:6)
	Was spat on and beaten (Matthew 26:67)

	Will be exalted (Isaiah 52:13)
	Was highly exalted by God and the People (Philippians 2:9, 10)

	Will be disfigured by suffering 
(Isaiah 52:14; 53:2)
	Was scourged by Roman soldiers who gave Him a crown of thorns (Mark 15L15-19)

	Will make a blood atonement (Isaiah 53:5
	Shed His blood to atone for our sins (1Peter 1:2)

	Will be widely rejected (Isaiah 53:1,3)
	Was not accepted by many (John 12:37, 38)

	Will bear our sins and sorrows (Isaiah 53:4, 5)
	Died because of our sins (Romans 4L25; 1Peter 2:24, 25)

	Will be our substitute (Isaiah 53:6,8)
	Died in our place 
(Romans 5:6, 8; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

	Will voluntarily accept our guilt and punishment for sin (Isaiah 53:7,8)
	Jesus took on our sins 
(John 1:29; Romans 6:10; 2 Corinthians 5:21)

	Gentiles will seek Him (Isaiah 11:10)
	Gentiles came to speak to Jesus (John 12:20,21)

	Will be silent before His accusers (Isaiah 53:7)
	Was silent before Herod and his court (Luke 23:9)

	Will save us who believe in Him 
(Isaiah 53:12)
	Provided salvation for all who believe 
(John 3:16; Acts 16:31)

	Will die with transgressors (Isaiah 53:12)
	Was numbered with the transgressors 
(Mark 15:27, 28; Luke 22:37)

	Will heal the brokenhearted (Isaiah 61:1,2)
	Healed the brokenhearted (Luke 4:18, 19)

	God's Spirit will rest on Him (Isaiah 11:2)
	The Spirit of God descended on Jesus 
(Matthew 3:16; Mark 1:10; Luke 3:22; 4:1)

	Will be buried in a rich man's tomb 
(Isaiah 53:9)
	Was buried in the tomb of Joseph, a rich man from Arimathea (Matthew 27:57-60; John 19:38-42)

	He will judge the earth with righteousness (Isaiah 11:4,5)
	Jesus was given authority to judge 
(John 5:27; Luke 19:22; 2 Timothy 4:1,8)


6. Promises of the Coming King: We read in Isaiah 32:1, “Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule in justice.”  This coming King would be far more than just a good and righteous king.  Isaiah 9:6-7, “For to us a child is born,  to us a son is given;  and the government shall be upon his shoulder,  and his name shall be called  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace  there will be no end,  on the throne of David and over his kingdom,  to establish it and to uphold it  with justice and with righteousness  from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.”

7. Promises of Christ’s Life: No book of the Old Testament presents a portrait of Christ that is as complete and comprehensive as does Isaiah. Isaiah portrays Messiah in His sovereignty above (6:1f), birth and humanity (7:14; 9:6; 11: 1), in His ministry by the Spirit (11:2f), His divine nature (7:14; 9:6); His Davidic descent (11:1); His work of redemption as our substitute (53), His ministry as the Servant Savior (49ff), and much more. 
8. Promises of Christ’s Death: With a book so full of rich truth and Messianic anticipation, deciding of a key chapter is not easy, but surely Isaiah 53 which points to Messiah as a suffering Savior who must die for our sin, is the most remarkable and key chapters of the Old Testament.

9. The Christ Who Binds the Brokenhearted: Luke 4 records that Jesus read the following text and said, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”. Isaiah 61:1-2, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,  because the LORD has anointed me  to bring good news to the poor;  he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  to proclaim liberty to the captives,  and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2  to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,  and the day of vengeance of our God;  to comfort all who mourn.”  
Summary: In the first 39 chapters, we find Israel trusting in the wrong things! They trusted in:Israel trusted other kings – turning especially to the king of Egypt.  Isaiah 31:1, God warns, “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help  and rely on horses,  who trust in chariots because they are many  and in horsemen because they are very strong,  but do not look to the Holy One of Israel  or consult the LORD!”
· Israel trusted themselves: Isaiah 22:10–11 (ESV), “and you counted the houses of Jerusalem, and you broke down the houses to fortify the wall. 11 You made a reservoir between the two walls for the water of the old pool. But you did not look to him who did it, or see him who planned it long ago.”
· Israel trusted other gods: the land was filled with altar stones and asherah poles and incense altars (27:9).  They were necromancers, they consulted the dead.  God asks them in Isaiah 8:19, “should not a people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of the living?” Even in the second part of Isaiahhapters 41, 44, 57, and 65 all have long sections about idolatry.
· Israel needed to trust in the LORD.  There is a historical interlude in Isaiah 36-39 that points to the power of the One who is coming. The government was upon Hezekiah’s shoulders, and through faith he saw the great king Senacharib defeated and 185,000 of his army slaughtered by the Angel of the Lord in one night.  
· The Solution: Hoping in Christ, Messiah-King.  His Kingdom is coming. 
· Born of a virgin (7:14)
· The God Man (9:6-7)
· Son of David (11:1-12)
· Glorious God (6:1-3)
· Gracious Ministry to the Broken-Hearted (61:1-2)
· His Comfort Announced by John the Baptist (40:1-5)
· Light Dawns in Galilee of the Nations (9:1-2)
· His Preaching Hardens the Proud (6:9-10)
· He is the Servant that Brings Righteousness and Redemption to the Gentiles (four servant songs in chapters 42, 49, 50, 52-53)
· The Day of the Lord not Just Judgment but Deliverance
· Messiah will have a universal reign (2:2-4, 60:3-4, 7, 14)

· Messiah will inagurate the New Heavens and Earth: Isaiah 66 ends with words that echo Jesus in Matthew 24, that YHWH will come in all His glory, and He will rejoice over the humble ones who tremble at His words, but those rebelious, He will destroy with fire.  And He will inaugurate the new heavens and new earth.  

· The book ends with a warning to unbelievers Isaiah 66:24, “And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.” 

Conclusion: Trust Christ, the Messiah-King and you will have mercy and grace.  There is no hope outside of Him!
Outline of Isaiah
Due to the size of Isaiah, we will restrict the outline to major sections.

I. Prophecies of Denunciation & Judgment (1:1-39:8)

A. Prophecies Against Judah (1:1-12:6)

B. Prophecies Against Gentile Nations (13:1-23:18)

1. Against Babylon (13:1-14:23)

2. Against Assyria (14:24-27)

3. Against Philistia (14:28-32)

4. Against Moab (15:1-16-14)

5. Against Damascus and Her Ally, Israel (17:1-14)

6. Against Ethiopia (18:1-7)

7. Against Egypt (19:1-20:6)

8. Against Babylon (21:1-10)

9. Against Edom (21:11-12)

10. Against Arabia (21:13-17)

11. Against Jerusalem (22:1-25)

12. Against Tyre (23:1-18)

C. Prophecies of the Day of the Lord (24:1-27:13)

1. Judgments of the Day of the Lord(24:1-23)

2. The Triumphs and Blessings of the Kingdom (25:1-27:13)

D. Prophecies Against Israel and Judah (Woes and Blessings) (28:1-35:10)

1. Woe on Samaria (28:1-29)

2. Woe on Judah (29:1-31:9)

3. Behold Messiah and His Kingdom (32:1-20)

4. Woe to Assyria, the Spoiler of Jerusalem (33:1-24)

5. Woe to the Nations (34:1-17)

6. Behold the Coming Kingdom (35:1-10)

E. Prophecies Against Sennacherib (36:1-39:8)
1. The Taunt from Assyria (36:1-22)

2. The Truth from God (37:1-7)

3. The Threat from Assyria (37:8-35)

4. The Triumph over Assyria (37:36-38)

5. The Sickness of Hezekiah (38:1-22)

6. The Stupidity of Hezekiah (39:1-8)

II. Prophecies of Comfort or Consolation (40:1-66:24)

A. Prophecies of Israel’s Deliverance and the Greatness of God (40:1-48:22)

B. Prophecy of Israel’s Deliverer; the Salvation of the Suffering Servant (49:1-57:21)

C. Prophecies of the Glorious Future Kingdom of Messiah (58:1-66).
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