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Introduction:  What is the Difference between the Old and New Testaments?
The Old is a Shadow of things to come. 

· Hebrews 10:1 (ESV), “For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near.”

· 1 Corinthians 10:11 (ESV), “Now these things [in the Old Testament] happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.”
· Colossians 2:16–17 (ESV), “Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17 These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.”
The Old is the Shadow and the New is the Reality.

There is a threefold purpose of the Old Covenant (the Law).
1) Shadow – Ceremonies and events point us to Christ

2) Civil  (Preserving order & health) – Laws preserve the people through whom the Seed comes

· Quarantine laws

· Bathing / Purification laws

· Health laws – don’t touch dead bodies, etc.
3) Moral – Laws that perscribe justice for wrongs, protection for strangers and the oppressed, and laws for moral living, esp. 10 Commandments, point us to our need for Christ, the perfect Savior.
The Sign of the Old Covenant

The sign of the covenant: circumcision.  This points to the need for regeneration.

Deuteronomy 30:6 (ESV), “And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.”
1. LAW – the Five Books of Moses, Pentateuch

Books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

Author: Moses

Date: 1450-1410 B.C.

Summary: Key Words and Themes to Remember

	Genesis
	Beginnings of Christ (Seed)
	Election of the nation

	Exodus
	Redemption by Christ 
	Redemption of the nation

	Leviticus
	Holiness through Christ
	Sanctification of the nation

	Numbers
	Wandering / Failure to Trust Christ
	Direction of the nation

	Deuteronomy
	Rededication of the 2nd Generation
	Instruction of the Nation


Author of the Pentateuch is Moses

OT authors attribute the Pentateuch (Torah) to Moses: 

Joshua 8:31 

II Kings 14:6 

Ezra 6:18 

Nehemiah 8:1; 13:1-2 

II Chronicles 25:4; 34:12; 35:12 

Daniel 9:11 

Malachi 4:4 

Jesus attributes quotes from the Pentateuch (Torah) to Moses: 

Matthew 8:4; 19:8 

Mark 1:44; 7:10; 10:5; 12:26 

Luke 5:14; 16:31; 20:37; 24:27, 44 

John 5:46-47; 7:19, 23

BOOK SUMMARIES
GENESIS (The Book of Beginnings)

Theme: The Seed of the woman that will save humanity is promised and preserved.

Key verse: Genesis 15:6 – Abraham justified by grace through faith in the promised Seed.
Christ as Seen in Genesis

Prophetically: Immediately after the fall, the promise of salvation is given in the seed of the woman (3:15), but then the Messianic links are made clear throughout Genesis: the line of Seth (4:25), the offspring of Shem (9:26), the family of Abraham (12:3), the seed of Isaac (26:3), the sons of Jacob (46:3), and the tribe of Judah (49:10).

Typologically: There are several key types that portray the Savior in Genesis.

(1) Adam is a type of Christ (Rom. 5:14). As Adam is the head of the old creation, so Christ is the head of the new spiritual creation.

(2) Abel’s offering of a blood sacrifice points to Christ who would die for us. 

(3) Melchizedek is a type of Christ, who like Mel. has no beginning and no end (see Heb. 7:3; Psalm 110, Gen. 13).

(4) Joseph, who was loved dearly by his father, betrayed by his brothers, and yet became the means of their deliverance typifies Christ.

Outline: 

The book easily falls into two major sections: Four Events and Four People

I. Four Events (Gen. 1-11).

A. Creation: The creation of the world and man (1-2)

B. Fall: The corruption of man, the fall (3-5)

C. Flood: The destruction of man, the flood (6-9)

D. Babel: The dispersion of man, the nations (10-11)

II. Four People: the election of a nation and the preparation for the redeemer (Gen. 12-50)

A. Abraham (the father of faith and of the nation Israel) (12-23)

B. Isaac (the beloved son of promise) (24-26) – Isaac a type of Christ
C. Jacob/ Israel (scheming and chastening) (27-36) – Israel a type of Christ
D. Joseph (suffering and glory) (37-50) – Joseph a type of Christ
Key Passages:
The first mention of the Gospel of Christ: Genesis 3:15

The promise of Christ to Abraham: Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-21; 17:1-9.

EXODUS (The Book of Redemption)

Theme: God makes Abraham a great nation (gestating in Egypt), and once great, redeems the nation to further preserve the Promised seed. 
Key verses: Exodus 6:6 – the promise of a great redemption, 19:5-6 – the promise that they will be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.
Mt 2:15, “[Jesus] remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
Christ as Seen in Exodus
(1) Moses is a type of Christ. Deuteronomy 18:15-16 shows that Moses, as a prophet, anticipates Christ. Both are kinsman-redeemers who were endangered in infancy, renounced their power to serve others, and functioned as mediators, lawgivers, and deliverers.

(2) The Passover is a very specific type of Christ as the sinless Lamb of God (John 1:29, 36; 1 Cor. 5:7).

(3) The Seven Feasts, each of which portray some aspect of the Savior.

(4) The Exodus, which Paul connects with baptism, pictures our identification with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection (1 Cor. 10:1-2; Rom. 6:2-3).

(5) The Manna and Water are both portrayed as pictures of Christ (John 6:31-35, 48-63; 1 Cor. 10:3-4).

(6) The Tabernacle portrays the Savior in its material, colors, furniture, arrangement, and the offerings sacrificed there (Heb. 9:1-10:18). 

(7) The High Priest quite clearly foreshadows the person and ministry of Christ (Heb. 4:14-16; 9:11-12, 24-28). 

Outline: 

I. Redemption From Egypt (1-18)

A. In Bondage (Subjection) (1-12)

B. Out of Bondage (Redemption by blood and power) (12-14)
· 10 plagues mirror and mock Egypts false gods

· Key Verse Romans 9:14–16 (ESV), “What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 15 For he says to Moses [speaking of Pharoah], “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.”
C. Journeying to Sinai (Education) (15-18)

II. Revelation From God (19-40)

A. The Giving of the Law (19-24) – righteousness only Christ can fulfill
B. The Institution of the Tabernacle (25-31) –many types of Christ
C. The Breaking of the Law (32-34) – Even in the golden calf incident, after judgment, God demonstrates mercy.  The Pillar of God’s glory decends with Moses at his “tent of meeting” (Moses’ tent) and all the people see and worship…
D. The Construction of the Tabernacle (35-40) 

LEVITICUS (The Book of Holiness)

Leviticus receives its name from the Septuagint and means “relating to the Levites.” The Levites were the priests who were chosen of God to minister to the nation. The book of Leviticus contains many of the laws given by God to direct them in their work as priests for the wor​ship of God. 

Theme and Purpose:  A true walk with the Lord produces a transformed life of holiness
Leviticus 11:45 says, “Be holy, because I am holy.” The directives given in the book of Leviticus showed Israel was to walk before God as a holy people. Leviticus was designed to teach Israel (1) how to worship and walk with God and (2) how the nation was to fulfill its calling as a nation of priests. The great theme of Leviticus is holiness. A holy God can only be approached on the basis of sacrifice through the mediation of a priest.

Key Word:  “Holiness.”

Key Verses: 

20:7-8 You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the Lord your God. 8 And you shall keep My statutes and practice them; I am the Lord who sanctifies you (see also 11:45).

1 Peter 1:15–16 (ESV), “but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
1Co 5:7, “Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.”
Key Chapter: 

Chapter 16 deals with the Day of Atonement, which became the most important day in the Hebrew calendar because it was the only day the high priest was allowed to enter into the Holy of Holies in order to make atonement for the people. “… for it is on this day that atonement shall be made for you to cleanse you; you shall be clean from all your sins before the Lord” (16:30).

Christ as Seen in Leviticus
Similar to Exodus, a number of types of Christ are evident in Leviticus.

(1) The Five Offerings all typify the person and work of Christ in His sinless life, submission to the Father that we might have fellowship with God.
(2) The High Priest as mentioned above is a very prominent type of Christ in Leviticus.

(3) The Seven Feasts, again, as mentioned (Lev. 23), also form a type of the Savior.

Outline: 

Leviticus falls into two clear divisions: Sacrifice and Sanctification

I. Sacrifice (1-17)

A. The Laws of Sacrifice for Approach to God (1-7)
· Access/Relationship to God: The Burnt Offering (Lev. 6:8–13)

· Fellowship with God: The Grain Offering (Lev. 6:14–18)

· Ordination Offering (Lev. 19-23) – leaders break the bread!

· Forgiven by God: The Sin Offering – own your sin (Lev. 6:24–30)

· Reconciled with God and others: The Guilt Offering – forsake sin (Lev. 7:1–10)

· Peace with God: The Peace Offering (wave offering) – celebrate! (Lev. 7:11–21)

· Dick AverbeckDr. Richard Averbeck, a Hebrew scholar at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School mentioned that it is no coincidence that this Peace Offering was waved in the shape of a cross.

B. The Laws of the Priests (8-10)

C. The Laws Regarding Purity & health (11-15)

D. The Laws of National Atonement (16-17)

II. Sanctification (18-27)

A. The Laws of Sanctification for God’s People (18-20)

B. The Laws of Sanctification for God’s Priests (21-22)

C. The Laws of Sanctification in Worship (23-24)

D. The Laws of Sanctification in the Land of Canaan (25-26)

E. The Laws of Sanctification and Vows (27)

The 7 OT Feasts in Leviticus 23…
Purpose: To spend more time with God/looking to Jesus.
The Spring Feasts picture Christ as Suffering Servant

1. Passover

2. Unleavened Bread

3. First Fruits

4. Pentecost

The Fall Feasts picture Christ as Conquering Savior

5. Trumpets

6. Atonement (Yom Kippur)

7. Tabernacles

	Feast
	Meaning
	OT History
	Details

	Passover

1Cor. 5:7
Christ Crucified
	Salvation – Christ our Passover Lamb

Jesus Crucified on Passover
	Release from Egypt
	“When I see the blood I will pass over you”

	Unleavened Bread

Christ Buried, Accepted by the Father
	Satisfaction – Christ, the Bread of Life, born in Bethlehem, “House of Bread”

Jesus Buried during Unleavened Bread
	Israel was to eat while dressed for journey

Lasts for one week, occurs immediately after Passover.
	Jesuus is the Bread of life.  Born in Bethlehem, “House of Bread”

	First Fruits

Christ Resurrection
	Resurrection, Easter, Jesus is the Resurrection & Life

Jesus Raised on First Fruits
	First crop of Spring.  
	Jesus is the Firstfruits.

	Pentecost

(The Feast of Weeks)

Birth of Church
	Marks the Summer Harvest

Old Testament: 
Recalling the giving of the Law at Sinai 50 days after crossing the Red Sea and thankfulness for the Lord's blessings and birth of the O.T. Church.

N.T.=birth of New Covenant Church

Jesus sends Spirit on Pentecost
	A festival of joy; mandatory and voluntary offerings including the wheat harvest. (Exodus 34:26, Lev  23:10-14, Num 28:26-31).

	They would eat bread with Leaven.  Pictures Jews and Gentiles together in one Bread.

	
	
	
	

	Trumpets (Rosh Hoshanna)

Second Coming
	Old Testament: First day of Jewish New Year.  Ingathering of the nation of Israel. The Shofars are blown at the Western wall, and it begins ten days known as “the days of awe”.  This is a rememberance of coronation day, the coronation of God as King of Israel.
Signifies Jesus’ Second Coming.
	The trumpet was the signal for the field workers to come into the Temple. The high priest actually blew the trumpet so that the faithful would stop harvesting to worship.
	Now, when the trumpet sounds in accordance with  1 Corinthians 15:51-3, living believers will cease their harvest and rise from the earth.

	Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur)

Final Redemption
	Signifies our Final acceptance with God

Signifies Final Salvation in Christ!
	The Lamb would be slain on behalf of the nation.
	Once a year the high priest would go into the holy of holies with bells around his garment.

	Tabernacles
The Tabernacle of God is with men!

New Heaven and New Earth
	Signifies God finally and eternally tabernacling with us! "I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb" (Rev. 21:22).
Points to our Inheritance in the New Heaven and New Earth
	The people of Israel would camp out in tents as they did in the wilderness.
	Jesus is our Tabernacle and Temple!  He is our inheritance!


NUMBERS (Wilderness Wanderings)

Numbers gets its name from the two ac​counts in chapters 1 and 26 of the num​bering or counting of the people of Israel first at Mount Sinai and second on the plains of Moab. 

Key Word: 

“Wanderings.”

Key Verses:
14:22-23 Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs, which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice, 23 shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it.

20:12. But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.”
1Co 10:4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ.

Key Chapters – Going to the very Edge of the Promised Land!
Chapters 13-14 stand as the key chapters because these chapters record a critical turning point for the nation. Here, at Kadesh-Barnea (32:8), after receiving the evil report from 10 of the 12 spies whom Moses sent to spy out the land, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb Israel focused on the giants in the land, failed to believe God, and refused to enter to possess and conquer the land, a Land that flowed with milk and honey.  See commentary in Hebrews 4:1-3a, “Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2  For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened. 3  For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said,  “As I swore in my wrath,  ‘They shall not enter my rest,’”
Christ as Seen in Numbers
(1) Perhaps no place is there a clearer portrait of Christ and His crucifixion than in the serpent lifted up on the standard (cf. Num. 21:4-9 with John 3:14).
(2) The Promised Land (Numbers 13-14) was not entered into by faith is a type of Christ.
(3) The rock that quenched the thirst of the people is a type of Christ (1 Cor. 10:4).

(4) The daily manna pictures Christ as the bread come down from heaven (John 6:31-33).

(5) The pillar of cloud and fire portray the guidance of Christ and the cities of refuge certainly portray Christ as our refuge from judgment.

(6) Finally, the red heifer is also a type of Christ (ch. 19).

Outline: 

Numbers divides into three sections: Preparation at Sinai, Failure of the Old Generation, and Preparation of the New Generation.
I. Preparation at Sinai (Old Generation) (1-10)

A. The Position and Numbering of the People (1-4)

B. The Precepts of God and Sanctification of the People (5:1-9:14)

C. The Pilgrimage Toward the Promised Land (9:15-10:36)

II. Failure of the Old Generation (11-25)

A. Discontent Along the Way (11-12)

B. Disbelief at Kadesh-Barnea (13-14) – on the edge of the Promised Land, the children of Israel waver in unbelief.  They are not allowed to enter the Land, but must spend 1 year for each day.

C. Discipline from the Lord (15-25)

· Korah’s Rebellion (Num 16)

· Balaam’s Donkey (Num 22)

III. Preparation of the New Generation (26-36)

A. Reorganization (numbering) of Israel (26-27) – 600,000 perish, see below.
B. Regulation of Offerings and Vows (28-30)

C. Regionalization of the Land (31-36)

600,000 to Die in the Wilderness

600,000 were numbered in chapter 1 and 600,000 are numbered again in chapter 26.  Key verse Numbers 26:65, “For the LORD had said of them, “They shall die in the wilderness.” Not one of them was left, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.”
DEUTERONOMY (Covenant with 2nd Generation)

The English title, which comes from the Septuagint, means “second law-giving”.  It is the Law giving to the 2nd generation, the children of those who died in the wilderness.
Theme and Purpose:  Watch yourself lest you forget. After forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the Israelites were on the eve of entering the promised land. Before they did, it was necessary (lest they forget what God had done and who they were) that they be reminded about all that God had done for them and about God’s holy law which was so vital to their ability to remain in the land and function as God’s holy nation and as a kingdom of priests to the nations (Deut. 4:1-8). As a part of this theme or purpose, the book also emphasizes the vital necessity of teaching children to love and obey God. Deuteronomy ends with the renewal of God’s covenant with Israel (chapter 29), Joshua’s appointment as the new leader (chapter 31), and Moses’ death (chapter 34).

Key Word:  “Covenant” (occurring some 27 times)

Key Verses:
30:19-20 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants, 20 by loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.

Key Chapters:

Chapter 27 is key because in it there is a formal ratification of Israel’s covenant as Moses and the levitical priests call upon all Israel to take heed and listen, for in verses 9-10 it is declared, “This day you have become a people for the Lord your God. You shall therefore obey the Lord your God, and do His commandments and His statutes which I command you today.”

Chapters 28-30 are also key because of the promises regarding Israel’s near and distant future as it pertains to blessing for obedience or cursing for disobedience.
Christ as Seen in Deuteronomy
The True Prophet to Come

The statement about Moses in Deut 18:15 is one of the clearest portraits of Christ. It reads, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him.” Further, Moses, as a type of  Christ, is the only figure other than Christ to fill all three of the offices of prophet (34:10-12), priest (Ex. 32:31-35), and king (although Moses was not king, he functioned as ruler of Israel; 33:4-5).

Outline: Deuteronomy divides into three sections – 
Preamble (1:1-5)

I.    Review of Israel’s Wanderings—Historical (1:6-4:43)

II.   Rehearsal of Israel’s Law—Legal (4:44-26:19)

III.  Ratification of Israel’s Covenant—Motivational (27:1-30:20)

Conclusion (31:1-34:12)

Summary: Key Words and Themes to Remember

	Genesis
	Beginnings of Christ (Seed)
	Election of the nation

	Exodus
	Redemption by Christ 
	Redemption of the nation

	Leviticus
	Holiness through Christ
	Sanctification of the nation

	Numbers
	Wandering / Failure to Trust Christ
	Direction of the nation

	Deuteronomy
	Rededication of the 2nd Generation
	Instruction of the Nation
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