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Introduction: Open your Bible to Hosea 14. I want to bring a teaching to you tonight entitled: “How to Get Right with God.” 
“Those whom free grace chooses, free grace cleanses. We are not chosen because we are holy, but chosen to be holy: and being chosen, the purpose is no dead letter, but we are made to seek after holiness.” 

- Charles Haddon Spurgeon
Progressive Sanctification for Every Believer
With these words Charles Haddon Spurgeon trumpeted the Scriptures’ promise of progressive sanctification for every believer. Though true believers have a daily battle against indwelling sin, an ongoing life of carnality is an impossibility for the Christian. Paul said that God would bring about a complete sanctification of believers including sanctifying our “whole spirit and soul and body.” and that all believers would “be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” And then the Apostle certifies it with a divine promise: “He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it” (1 Thess. 5:23-24). It must be so since the Scriptures teach that all those whom God has elected for salvation are also foreordained by His unchangeable decree to produce the fruits of holiness and then to be brought to full redemption on the Last Day.

What Christ has begun in your justification He will continue in your sanctification and he will complete in your glorification. Remember the words of Paul to the Philippians: “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6). 
Full Redemption
This is the glorious truth that we find in Hosea 14. God’s love is so relentless that He promises to receive us in all our iniquity, to work holiness in us. Whatever struggles of sin we are dealing with, we must not stay down.  We must get up! For God has called us not only to holiness, but also to glorification. The Lord promises a full redemption.
I. The Call to Return to God, vs. 1
Hosea 14:1-3, “Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquity. 2 Take with you words and return to the LORD; say to him, "Take away all iniquity; accept what is good, and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips. 3 Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and we will say no more, 'Our God,' to the work of our hands. In you the orphan finds mercy.”
Return
We have a trifecta call to repentance in verses 1-3.
Verse 1, “Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God...”

Verse 2, “Take with you words and return to the LORD...”

Verse 3, “Assyria shall not save us... In you [YHWH] the orphan finds mercy.”

Bending and Twisting God’s Way
Verse 1b, “you have stumbled because of your iniquity...” The word “iniquity” means “to bend, to twist, or to deviate from the way.”
 God calls us to stop going down the crooked road, and “return to Him.” God’s love is greater than all our sin. All God’s judgments have this as their aim: that we might “return” to Him. 
We have this unfortunate tendency to down play our own negative attributes while putting other’s failures under a magnifying glass. Revival begins when we take full responsibility for our sins. 

Involvement Question: How Do We Stumble?

Have you ever started to repent, but you stumbled on your way to repentance, and you felt like you were in a funk? What are some ways that might keep stumbling? 
II. The Words that Turn us to God, vs. 2a
Take with you Words: Spirit Given Words
In verse 2, the prophet gives the people of Israel the words to say: “Take with you words and return to the LORD; say to him, "Take away all iniquity; accept what is good, and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips.” We must not merely assume that God knows of our repentance, though he does if we are repentant. Rather, we must express our repentance verbally.

Words are nothing unless they come from the depths of the heart.
 John Bunyan said, "When you pray, rather let your heart be without words, than your words without heart." The Spirit of God alone can teach such words as we need. 
Involvement Question: Words of the Spirit
How do you know when the Spirit grants repentance? What kinds of words does He give us? How does He give those words? (Through the Word of God, through past application of God’s Word, through the wise advice of others giving the Word of God...)
Take Away Iniquity
They need to ask God to “take away all iniquity.”  This is key to godly character. We must not simply ask for forgiveness.  Of course God is always ready to forgive. 

Asking God to take away iniquity is a request that he would help us remove ungodly character and choices from us. It’s not just that we need to stop sinning. We must stop wanting the sin.

We have God’s promise in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
III. What Keeps us from turning to God, vs. 2b
Take Away ALL Iniquity
Some people try to repent with half-hearted repentance.  There are various responses to sin that stand in the way of true repentance. We don’t want to ask God to “take away all iniquity.”   We want to keep a bit of iniquity.
Involvement Question: Half-way Repentance
Have you ever avoided repentance by making excuses?  What are some ways that we side step repentance in our lives, and thereby backslide and further delay our own joy and happiness?
· The person who waters it down. “It’s no big deal!” “Let’s move on…” 

· Blame-shifting: I’m hot blooded. I’m Irish or Italian or Latin. You just don’t know who I’m married to, who I work with, what I’ve gone through...
· Stubbornness: God’s just going to have to soften my heart, I’ll give that person the silent treatment until they give in.
· Vengeance: I’ll punish so and so for hurting me... I’m vindicated with my anger and sin because of what was done for me.

· The person who wallows in it. “Poor me!” “I got caught!” “How stupid!” 

· Self pity: I hate myself. I’ll never change.

· Excuses: I prayed for God to take this sin away, but He didn’t answer. I’m not as hot headed as my father...
· The person who works to get rid of it (PENANCE). “I’ll make up for this.”
· I’ll read another book

· I’ll see another guru

· I’ll go to another church service
Twisted Thinking
All of these ways of thinking are iniquity. They are twisted, lawless, selfish ways of thinking. We must forsake our sin and half-hearted repentance. 
IV. The Cost of turning to God, vs. 2c
It will Cost You
Verse 2c, “...accept what is good, and we will pay with bulls the vows of our lips.” The idea is to “present the prayers of our lips as thank-offerings.”
 The good is a sincere prayer that is purged from the idolatry they were partaking in. 
Prayer is only sincere when we have forsaken our sin. “We will pay...” This is a blanket commitment to keep all the pledges: it means to ‘compensate’ or ‘pay.’”
 In other words, true repentance is followed by obedience. Humility is assumed. Pride must come down. 

Involvement Question: Humility
What does true humility in dealing with my sin look like? I must admit that my biggest problem is not my job, my spouse, my boss... it’s me.  Ephesians 6:12, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”
False Confidence
What false-confidence that their carnal plans would work out. Verse 3a, “Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and we will say no more, 'Our God,' to the work of our hands.” “We will not ride” is the graphic way of denouncing all trust in military might for survival or expansion (cf. 8:14; 10:14).

Conclusion: There is Help for the Humble and Helpless
Verse 3b, “...In you the orphan finds mercy.” Here we see the plentiful mercy of God towards those who acknowledge their helplessness. 
  
The point of Hosea’s prayer is that the people of Israel have become orphans. When the nation, along with its shrines, priests, kings, and military forces, is destroyed, then the general populace will be left as orphans. They will be Lo-Ammi, not my people. Their adulterous mother, the idolatrous worship of Israel, will be dead; their father, Baal, will have given them no help. But this fatherless people will turn back to their one true father, the refuge of orphans, and find shelter in Him. They will be taken into captivity and there return to Yahweh. They will return to the land, no longer orphans, but as the “elect of God.” When that happens, Not-my-people will become the sons and daughters of the living God.
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Verse 3b, “...In you the orphan finds mercy.” Here we see the plentiful mercy of God towards those who acknowledge their helplessness. 
  
The point of Hosea’s prayer is that the people of Israel have become orphans. When the nation, along with its shrines, priests, kings, and military forces, is destroyed, then the general populace will be left as orphans. They will be Lo-Ammi, not my people. Their adulterous mother, the idolatrous worship of Israel, will be dead; their father, Baal, will have given them no help. But this fatherless people will turn back to their one true father, the refuge of orphans, and find shelter in Him. They will be taken into captivity and there return to Yahweh. They will return to the land, no longer orphans, but as the “elect of God.” When that happens, Not-my-people will become the sons and daughters of the living God.

In order to get right with God, we must see our helplessness, and humbly accept our own actions and God’s forgiveness. He is ready and willing to heal us and to take us “orphans” in as His children!
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