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Introduction: Open your Bible to Hosea 12. I want to bring a teaching to you tonight entitled: "Return to Your First Love.” 
Listen to the words of Arthur Pink:

“The Christian who has stopped repenting has stopped growing.”

- Arthur W. Pink TC "Introduction" \f C \l "1" 
A History of Israel
What a joy to know God loves us. We love Him because He first loved us. While God’s love never fails, our love often grows cold and dim. He says to the church at Ephesus in Revelation 2:3-5 “Know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary.4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first.” God has to tell us to “remember” because we so often forget!
The Lord is faithful. Sanctification is a process. This is why continual repentance is vital. Arthur W. Pink insightfully said, “The Christian who has stopped repenting has stopped growing.” This is essentially what Hosea 12:6 says, “So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to love and justice, and wait continually for your God.”
Israel had been delivered in so many ways. God brought up a nation to serve Him.  They were far away from YHWH, but not so far that they could not return.

Let me say tonight if you have backslidden or know someone who has backslidden, a true believer is never so far that he or she cannot return. In fact, God promises over and over again in His Word that He will “never leave us, nor forsake us” (Heb. 13:5). He will “bring to completion” what He has started (Phil. 1:6). Eph. 2:10 says that we are God’s masterpiece, and God never walks away from His masterpiece with it unfinished. 
I. See Your Need for Repentance, vs.1-6
Are You Pursuing the Wind?
Have you ever looked upon a dark place in your life and wondered, “How did I get here?” I have.  And it should be no surprise that we veer off of the safety of God’s path for our lives by going after meaningless things, like northern Israel. 

Hosea 12:1, “Ephraim feeds on the wind and pursues the east wind all day long; they multiply falsehood and violence; they make a covenant with Assyria, and oil is carried to Egypt.”

Like Israel of old, there are many temptations to pursue worthless things. Assyria and Egypt were truly powerless to help God’s people. The world will never help us either. 

Worldliness – a Disease that Infects All

Worldliness is a disease that has infected us all. It needs constant attention. Ian Murray defined worldliness as “the mindset of the unregenerate.” We must live like citizens of heaven dear brothers and sisters! We must chase after the worthless things of this world. We cannot love the world and love God at the same time (Jms. 4:4).
The Relentless Subtlety of Worldliness

Listen to Jerry Bridges describe one of the defining marks of worldliness.  It is a slow fade – shockingly subtle in its war against your soul. “The world…is characterized by the subtle and relentless pressure it brings to bear upon us to conform to its values and practices. It creeps up on us little by little. What was once unthinkable becomes thinkable, then doable, and finally acceptable to society at large. Sin becomes respectable, and so Christians are no more than five to ten years behind the world in embracing most sinful practices.”

St. Augustine Quote

Aurelius Augustine said about the wind that Hosea described Israel as chasing: “God of my heart … I didn’t know how to love you, because I did not know how to conceive the existence of anything—however glorious—beyond mere matter. The soul that goes puffing and wheezing after… figments of the imagination is one that goes whoring from you and trusts what is phony and feeds on the wind… For what else is to feed on the wind, if not to feed on error, and so to become the sport and plaything of the demonic?”

We are so prone to wander. John MacArthur describes it this way: “Worldliness is any preoccupation with or interest in the temporal system of life that places anything perishable before that which is eternal.”

Hearts that Go After Worthless Things

Our hearts, meaning, our old nature, is wild. It cannot be tamed. Romans 7:18, Paul said, “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.”

Like Israel of old, we have hearts that go after the wind – worthless things. They may lead us to find shelter in Assyria and Egypt, but we may find shelter in so many worldly distractions. 
Through worldliness, many sins take root in our lives. Pride is a killer of our spiritual lives. Strife and contention will waste our time with bitterness. 

Spurgeon on Continuing Repentance

Spurgeon rightly said, “The saints are sinners still. Our best tears need to be wept over, the strongest faith is mixed with unbelief, our most flaming love is cold compared with what Jesus deserves, and our most intense zeal still lacks the full fervor which the bleeding wounds and pierced heart of the crucified might claim at our hands. Our best things need a sin offering, or they would condemn us.”

The Lord’s Indictment
Hosea 12:2, “The LORD has an indictment against Judah and will punish [afflict, hand over] Jacob according to his ways; he will repay him according to his deeds.”
The indictment is never said – only implied.  The people of God had been unfaithful in the light of all God’s goodness. The people of Israel and even Judah forgot God.

The people of Israel split under the kingship of Rehoboam. By the time of the writing of Hosea’s prophecy, shortly before the fall of the northern kingdom to Assyria in 721BC, the two nations had been separate for nearly 200 years. Yet in spite of their separate history over this long period of time, they were both guilty of God’s indictment: each forgot God.

Repentance – the Evidence of Faith

So here is the indictment (seen in verse 6): if the people in Israel and Judah are true and faithful followers of the Lord, they will repent and turn to Him. Repentance is the foremost evidence of true faith. He says: “So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to love and justice, and wait continually for your God” (1:6). If you are truly mine, you will return to me!
What is repentance? According to Wayne Grudem, “Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and a sincere commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to Christ.”
 He goes on to say, “The heart attitudes of repentance and faith only begin at conversion. These same attitudes should continue throughout the course of our Christian lives. Each day there should be heartfelt repentance for sins that we have committed, and faith in Christ to provide for our needs and to empower us to live the Christian life.”

Discipline Language
Hosea 12:2, “The LORD has an indictment against Judah and will punish [afflict, hand over] Jacob according to his ways; he will repay him according to his deeds.” The word punish would be better translated to “visit,” “afflict,” or “hand over.”
 “He will repay.” This is discipline language, not destruction language. God will visit us by allowing us to experience the consequences of our own sin. This is very hopeful for the greatest of backsliders. God may afflict us with pain when we stray, but He will never let us go.
In other words, God uses the hammer and chisel of discipline.  He will not forsake us. He will not leave us alone. 

Remember, in all your trials, and in all the times God disciplines you, that pain is better than destruction. This pain and suffering is necessary to conform you to Christ. 
Remember Where You Came From
Hosea 12:3-5, “In the womb he took his brother by the heel, and in his manhood he strove with God. 4 He strove with the angel and prevailed; he wept and sought his favor. He met God at Bethel, and there God spoke with us – 5 the LORD, the God of hosts, the LORD is his memorial name…”
Jacob’s Original State
The original state of Jacob was that he was a supplanter, or a trickster. Hosea 12:3a, “In the womb he took his brother by the heel.” He was “dead in his sins” (Eph. 2:1-3). Though he was the grandson of Abraham, he was “a lost sheep.” 
And so it is with us. We have no power within ourselves. Jesus clearly told us in John 15:5, “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” Without Christ actively working in us, we can do nothing of eternal value. We are just “chasing the wind” as God’s Old Testament people were so prone to do.
Don’t Let Go!
Hosea 12:3b-4, “in his manhood he strove with God. 4 He strove with the angel and prevailed; he wept and sought his favor. He met God at Bethel, and there God spoke with us…”
As Jacob was fleeing from Esau after his father’s death he came to a place where God renewed the covenant with him. At Bethel he saw a ladder to heaven – a shadow of Christ who was to be the ladder between heaven and earth – the way to “eternal life.” 

But 20 years would pass, and Jacob would still be on the run. His hideout was Haran where he stayed for those two decades, and married Leah and Rachel.  Haran was well named: “Land of Trouble,” for so it was for Jacob.

But finally, after 20 years, Jacob again was running from Esau. And this is where Jacob’s real transformation came. He realized that he could not depend on his wit or strategies to get him out of his troubles but that he must call on his God! He then began to call out to God in earnest prayer, paralyzed with anxiety through the night (Gen 32:9-12). 
When Jacob had finished his strategizing, God stepped in. The scripture says, Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day! The Bible does not reveal the identity of the man here, but Jacob later stated that he had seen God face to face, so were understand this to be a theophany (i.e. an appearance of God in human form). 
As Jacob wrestled with the man it appears that none was gaining control of the contest; as the day began to break the Angel of the Lord touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh so that it became dislocated (out of joint). Despite this however Jacob hung on to the man. This was one battle that Jacob was not going to lose! The man then asked him to let go, but Jacob countered – I will not let you go until you bless me! Jacob was asked; what is your name? After Jacob responded the man replied you will no longer be called Jacob but be would called Israel, signifying he had struggled with God and prevailed.
God says to His people in Hosea’s day: wrestle with me again! Prayer is the pathway to repentance, transformation, and lasting change! 
Remember How the Father Drew You
When we consider our salvation, like Jacob, we must be drawn by the Father. We cannot outrun God. It is true that “whosoever will may come.” There never was or will be a sinner willing to come to Jesus who finds the way barred, or who feels that he is restrained from approaching and appropriating Him and all His blessings of salvation. On the other hand, no man has of himself the will to come to Christ, and that no mere human persuasion can cause that will to arise in his soul. 
Clearly our Lord tells us in John 6:44-45, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me.”

We must understand that man will never come to God without a supernatural drawing from God through the Word or special revelation (like the theophany that Jacob experienced). Preceding this drawing of the Father, there is no saving activity on the part of the sinner whatever.
So let us praise God, that “Salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9). Let us remember how we first came to Him and wrestled with Him. He gave us the grace to hang on to Him for the blessing.  As He says in Psalm 110:3, “Your people be willing in the day of your power.”

Remember YHWH

We read in vs. 4b-5 of Jacob: He “met God at Bethel, and there God spoke with us – 5 the LORD, the God of hosts, the LORD is his memorial name” (12:3b-4).
YHWH is his memorial name means that YHWH is the name by which Israel was to remember Him.
 He is the “God of hosts” or God of the armies of heaven and earth. YHWH is “commands the forces of heaven, both visible and invisible, rules with unrestricted omnipotence on earth as well as in heaven (see at 1 Sam. 1:3).”
 These people were trusting in foreign powers to protect them, not realizing these nations get their power from the Lord.
Moving the Focus to God Alone

The use of the full title Yahweh God of hosts (i.e. armies of heaven and earth also moves the focus away from any local sacred sites like Bethel and centers attention on the universal power and glory of the Lord.

Be grateful for your past victories, but look to God for new Bethels and Peniels. He is the infinite God of the universe and deserves praise and trust in all our pathways in life.
The Fruit of Repentance: Hold on to Hesed!

Hosea 12:6, “ ‘So you, by the help of your God, return, hold fast to love and justice, and wait continually for your God.’ ”

So what does God want from Israel, and what does God want from us? God says “Hold on to my covenant faithfulness!” I will not let you go! 

We must honor God’s covenant and experience His covenant love. We also must uphold justice – or as D.A. Hubbard translates it: “regard for human-rights (mišpāṭ).”

Love God and love others. That’s the fruit of repentance. 

You Need God’s Help

You cannot do this alone. You can only “return” “by the help of your God.” Hubbard: “Even repentance is impossible without the divine grace that enables it.”

See your need of Christ tonight. You are converted. You love the Lord. Yet we are called to repent and repent again and again. This is the pathway of Christian growth. 
II. See that Repentance is the Only Lasting Solution, vs.7-9
Hosea 12:7, “A merchant, in whose hands are false balances, he loves to oppress.”
“Merchant!” or “Canaanite!”
The word “merchant” could also be translated “Canaanite!” He’s calling out the people of Israel – that they are just like the inhabitants who they were to conquer. Ephraim is the same as the Canaanite! Israel boast in their worldliness: “Ephraim has said, ‘Ah, but I am rich; I have found wealth for myself; in all my labors they cannot find in me iniquity or sin” (12:8).
Before Israel settled in the land promised to them by God, the land was called Canaan. It was an abominable place. Not only was it a center for all types of commercial dishonesty; it was also notorious for its sexual and religious depravity. Cultic prostitution was common. People worshiped symbols of the sexual organs. At times children were sacrificed to Canaan’s gods. “Canaan” meant depravity. When Israel was sent into Canaan under Joshua, she was given the task of rooting out this corruption and establishing a culture marked by holiness instead. Israel’s task was to make Canaan Israel. What happened? Canaan made Israel Canaan.

The World Evangelizing the Church

How sad it is that the world is now evangelizing the church. The solution for many churches to day for church growth is to put on a better show than the world. David F. Wells in his book No Place for Truth, describes how pragmatism has replace the truth of Christ in our churches today:
“When we listen to the church today, at least in the West, we are often left with impression that Christianity actually has very little to do with truth. Christianity is only about feeling better about ourselves, about leaping over our difficulties, about being more satisfied, about have better relationships, about getting on with our mothers-in-law, about understanding teenage rebellion, about coping with our unreasonable bosses, about finding greater sexual satisfaction, about getting rich, about receiving our own private miracles, and much else besides. It is about everything except truth. And yet this truth, personally embodied in Christ, gives us a place to stand in order to deal with the complexities of life, such as broken relations, teenage rebellion, and job insecurities.”

Ephraim’s Boast

Listen again to Ephraim’s boast in verse 8, “I am rich; I have found wealth for myself; in all my labors they cannot find in me iniquity or sin” (12:8).  It sounds like Laodicea in Revelation 3:15-17, “I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.”

The church today believes she can entertain and put on a show better than the world. They have loads of money coming into the coffers. Joel Osteen in his interview with Oprah in 2012 said that he is not embarrassed to say that his church is a business.
The church has fallen for this. Today churches are doing entertainment better than the world in some ways. Now I’m not speaking against Christian films and endeavors as such, but I’m speaking against turning the church into a place of entertainment, instead of a place where souls are transformed.

Entertaining the Goats

How many churches are there today that have no real examination and inquiry into the soul of new members? How fearful pastors are for people to depart. 
This is because many churches are built on the principle of what Charles Spurgeon called “entertaining the goats instead of feeding the sheep”?
 Many churches have even departed from the true faith because of a focus on numbers instead of holiness. I read an article recently from Portfolio magazine, a premiere business magazine. One of the cover stories is on Joel Osteen. It is called, “God Wants Me to Be Rich.”
 How sad this is! God wants us to be holy! This is what He says in verse 9.
God is Able to Humble Us
Hosea 12:9, “I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; I will again make you dwell in tents, as in the days of the appointed feast.”

You are Mine!
Once again Yahweh declares that he will undo the exodus and return Israel to the status of being no longer a nation. Here, however, he speaks of a return to wilderness rather than a return to slavery. In declaring himself to be their Savior-God, the one who came to their aid when they were slaves in Egypt, Yahweh asserts his sovereignty over them.

It is just as God is saying, “You are mine.” He wants us to say, “I am His and He is mine.” 

A Pilgrim Feast
Hosea 12:9b, “…I will again make you dwell in tents, as in the days of the appointed feast.” This refers to the Feast of Tabernacles or Booths.
 This was the annual holy week in which Israel memorialized the wilderness wandering by leaving their homes and spending a week in tents or in hastily constructed, temporary lean-to shelters (Lev 23:33–44).
 The verse looks ahead to Israel’s Diaspora. They would become, like their ancestors, homeless wanderers. Yet it is better to have nothing but God than to gain the whole world and lose your own soul.
Dear brothers and sisters – we are strangers and pilgrims in this earth. God wants us to live lives that are separate from the world. He says, “Be holy, for I the Lord am holy” (Lev. 19:2). David says, “I am a sojourner on the earth; hide not your commandments from me!” (Psalm 119:19). I like the New Living Translation of Psalm 39:12, “Hear my prayer, O LORD! Listen to my cries for help! Don't ignore my tears. For I am your guest – a traveler passing through, as my ancestors were before me.”’
We are not of this world. We are passing through. We are God’s guest, but this world is not our home. Philippians 3:20 says that “our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Let each day be a pilgrim feast for us!  We ought not feast on the world!  

III. Listen to the God’s Word, vs.10-14
The Spirit and the Word
Keach’s Catechism, question 5 asks, “How do we know that the Bible is the Word of God?” The answer is helpful. “A. The Bible evidences itself to be God's Word by the heavenliness of its doctrine, the unity of its parts, its power to convert sinners and to edify saints; but the Spirit of God only, bearing witness by and with the Scriptures in our hearts, is able fully to persuade us that the Bible is the Word of God.”

It is God’s Spirit that can open our eyes as we listen to the Word of God. Romans 10:17, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”

So it is with God’s message through Hosea. He says, if you want to repent, you must come through the means of grace: the Word of God. 

Abruptly, Hosea seems to switch his focus from the wilderness wanderings to the ministry of the prophets.

Hosea 12:10, “I spoke to the prophets; it was I who multiplied visions, and through the prophets gave parables.”
God sends prophets who preach His word! It is God’s word that 
Deceptive Worship in Northern Israel
The first thing God through the prophets is hypocritical and deceptive worship. Verse 11a, “If there is iniquity in Gilead [“Gilead is a deception”], they shall surely come to nothing.”
Gilead and Gilgal represent the two halves of the kingdom of the ten tribes; Gilead the land to the east of the Jordan, and Gilgal the territory to the west.
 And he begins in verse 10 by saying they are literally “a deception” or “iniquitous” (lawless). Their worship through Northern Israel (Gilead and Gilgal) is a big lie.
Idols are Stumbling Blocks for Growth!
Verse 11b, “in Gilgal they sacrifice bulls; their altars also are like stone heaps on the furrows of the field.” How sad that after all God’s grace and favor, Israel is still worshiping heaps of stone in the fields that they plow. 

Altars were characteristically made of simple, undressed stone and as such would resemble a heap of rocks. In an agricultural field, however, a heap of rocks is not a good thing but an impediment that must be removed in order for plowing, growth, and harvesting to take place.

Hosea 12:12-13, “Jacob fled to the land of Aram; there Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he guarded sheep. 13 By a prophet the LORD brought Israel up from Egypt, and by a prophet he was guarded.”
Jacob’s Love for Rachel
Hosea goes back to the story of Jacob and then to the story of Moses. Remember that Jacob loved Rachel. And he served 14 years for her and Leah. He lived like a stranger in the land of Haran. 
The same goes for the children of Israel. God called Moses to be a Savior and a Prophet to Israel. 

God’s Love for Israel

God’s love for Israel is portrayed by Jacob and Moses. Jacob is a man willing to do anything for his love, Rachel. 

Moses is a man may be chosen by God’s grace, and an heir of God’s promises, and yet may suffer distress and humiliation. In the fullest measure this was ultimately realized in the Son of God Himself.

Discipline
Hosea 12:14a, “Ephraim has given bitter provocation…”
Ephraim had completely forgotten the Lord’s covenant love for him. Instead of thanking the Lord for it by love and faithful devotedness to Him, Israel provoked Him in the bitterest manner by her sins (הִכְעִיס, to excite wrath, to provoke to anger: tamrūrīm, an adverbial accusative = bitterly).

So what is the solution? Discipline: “so his Lord will leave his bloodguilt on him and will repay him for his disgraceful deeds” (12:14b). God cannot allow His children to continue in sin.

Conclusion
Let us bless God for daily trials and pain that He brings to humble us. Let us each day receive His means of grace to conform us to Christ. Let us repent daily. Let us hourly receive God’s mercy. Let humility and meekness reign among us. Let us not be hard-hearted like Israel, but let us “return to the Lord.” Don’t think you are rich. Said Luther, “We are beggars this is true.” Return to your first love! He promises to help us return to Him. Just ask Him. He will do it! 
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