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“America is great because she is good. If America ceases to be good, America will cease to be great." 
– Alexis de Tocqueville
Introduction: We are already in the middle of the book of Hosea.  The prophet has just bought his prostitute wife back from the slave market.  What a love story.  And that love story is applied to the nation of Israel in chapter 4.  The nation was like a prostitute about to be sold as a slave because of her immorality.

Three qualities of Conversion

We saw last week, YHWH brought a lawsuit against Israel.  They had no trust in His WORD, no FRUIT or covenant loyalty, and no WALK with God in intimately knowing Him. These three qualities are  found in every believer of any age.  Sincere faith, loyal love that brings forth fruit, and personal, intimate knowledge of God.  Israel didn’t walk with God.
Alexis de Tocqueville Quote
Alexis de Tocqueville said it this way, “America is great because she is good. If America ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.” A nation's whose citizens love the Lord will have the blessing of God.  It used to be that the United States honored God and His Word.  

· It was assumed that all people would pray and ask His blessing.  

· It was assumed that His Word would be taught to our children in school and at home.

A nation is in decline whose citizen’s lack the marks of true faith in God.
A Nation Hostile to God

A nation in decline bear the marks of all that God hates – the marks of godlessness.
Hosea 4:2, “there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed.”

A nation is in decline when lawlessness is on the rise!  God begins to enumerate His covenant with Israel, which begins with the Ten Commandments.  
A nation whose citizens know the Lord are God-fearing, lawful, conscientious people.  As Isaiah said, who was preaching at the same time as Hosea said in Isa. 59:14, "Truth is trampled on in the streets." 

People are willing to break God’s law because they want what they want.

What's Happened to America?

I read an article recently by Reb Bradley on World Net Daily from 1999, entitled “What’s Happened to America?”  Bradley says:

“According to a crime study from the Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, in the last 30 years the murder rate has increased more than 100 percent…While crime is increasing, stability of family relationships is on a downward spiral. On a national average, marriages are now dissolving at nearly a 50 percent rate of divorce…Now adolescents are not only alienated from their parents, but they sue them for "emancipation." And in one well-known case, a man who had been born with a birth defect, sued his parents for not aborting him…Students are killing their classmates, crime is up, families are falling apart, and academically, student success is at an all-time low. Since 1963 SAT scores have been dropping steadily, from an average score of "980" in 1963 down to a score of "901" more recently…In the last few decades premarital and extra-marital sexual activity has increased markedly. Graphic pornography, once available only on the black market, and popular only with the "lower elements of society," can now not only be found openly in reputable hotels but also in state and federally sponsored public libraries through their internet connections, and is enjoyed as entertainment on many cable connections by the masses. In just the last generation, the number of teenage girls that have become sexually active has increased from 12 percent in 1955 to 70 percent now…”

Isn’t it amazing how relevant this prophecy in Hosea is to our own country?
I. A nation’s decline is hastened by the worldly church (vs. 2-14).
There is a slippery slope of (1) moral depravity, (2) destruction of the environment, (3) the debasement of leadership, particularly religious leadership, (4) personal emptiness, and (5) ruin on a nationwide scale.

1. Moral depravity in the culture (vs. 2)

Hosea 4:2, “there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed”. 

This goes right along with what Paul says in Romans 1:29–31 (ESV) — “They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.”
2. National disasters (vs. 3).  
God sent drought and barrenness during the time of Amos and Hosea in northern Israel.
Hosea 4:3, “Therefore the land mourns, and all who dwell in it languish, and also the beasts of the field and the birds of the heavens, and even the fish of the sea are taken away.”

Certainly, natural disasters do not always mean God’s judgment, but they are always an alarm to get our attention, and to point to the brevity and frailty of life.  Someone said, “Pain is God’s megaphone” to get our attention (C.S. Lewis).

Statistics

According to the National Weather Service and the Insurance Information Institute, "The top 10 costliest U.S. natural disasters between 1980 and 2010 caused more than $501.1 billion in damage and up to 22,240 deaths. They include hurricanes, floods, earthquakes and droughts.

3. The failure of leaders among God’s people (vs. 4-9) - Professional Religionists
1. God’s biggest contention is with the leaders (vs. 4).  Verse 4, “Yet let no one contend, and let none accuse, for with you is my contention, O priest.”

2. The responsibility of the nation’s decline is because of the leaders of God’s people (vs. 5).  Verse 5, “You shall stumble by day; the prophet also shall stumble with you by night; and I will destroy your mother.”

3. God pinpoints the reason for a nations decline: lack of the preaching and teaching of the Word of God (vs. 6).  Verse 6, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.” Truth is for sale. Joel Osteen recently said in an interview that he makes no bones about it - his Lakewood Church is a business.  They are a financial enterprise.  He's not the only one. Many Christian authors have their brand and are living in posh mansions.  I'm not saying because a pastor makes millions and lives in a mansion that he's not a Christian, I'm saying he's caving to the attitude of our time and he may be killing the church.
4. The answer is not more self-glorifying and self-serving preachers (vs. 7).  Verse 7, “The more they increased, the more they sinned against me; I will change their glory into shame.” God says he has nothing for them but judgment.
5. The preachers excused sin—actually “fed on it” as part of their ministry (vs. 8-9).  Verses 8-9, “They feed on the sin of my people; they are greedy for their iniquity. 9 And it shall be like people, like priest; I will punish them for their ways and repay them for their deeds.”  It was so bad, that God was going to bring the nation to nothing.  
A Spread of Professional Religionists

James Montgomery Boice puts it this way: “The period of moral and spiritual decline about which the book is written was not a period of the withering up of “religion.” Religion actually increased! Here was a period characterized by cursing, lying, murder, stealing, and adultery; but during this period the priesthood grew in numbers as those who were professional religionists moved in to capitalize on the debauchery.”
 For these religionists, God is for sale. I've seen it with my own eyes.  I've heard Joel Osteen answer Larry King when he asked he would go to hell if he didn't believe that Jesus is the "way, the truth, and the life." Osteen responded, "I don't want to judge anyone Larry – I'll let God do that."
Application:  That might seem shocking, but that is exactly what is happening today.  You can go on CNN or NBC NEWS, and they all have what they call their “God Squad” of religious leaders who have either fallen away from the true faith or serve a false religion. 
It may be a priest or a rabbi, or a popular evangelical teacher.  It’s often what people refer to as a “rock star” preacher who every one loves, and who is willing to say or do just about anything to fill a church, sell a few books, fill a stadium, or get on TV.  When this starts occurring, you can be sure the nation is spiraling downward. 

4. Personal emptiness (vs. 10-12): Pursuing gods of food, sex, wealth, religion
Verses 10-12, “They shall eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the whore, but not multiply, because they have forsaken the LORD to cherish 11 whoredom, wine, and new wine, which take away the understanding. 12 My people inquire of a piece of wood, and their walking staff gives them oracles. For a spirit of whoredom has led them astray, and they have left their God to play the whore.”

In this debauchery of the nation four things are named that people pursue to fill their empty souls: food, sex, wealth, and religion. The world might look to such things and wonder what more one could want. But God tells us that he has arranged life in such a way that if these things are pursued apart from holiness, the result will be frustration rather than satisfaction…”  Nothing satisfies.  Boice says, “Everyone will seem to be religious, but the great questions of life will continue to go unanswered.”
  No one is trustworthy.  No one is real.  Hypocrisy abounds!

Paul said the devil masquerades as an angel of light.  False teachers do the same.  They may even teach sound doctrine at times, but their practice is worldly!

5. Ruin on a nationwide scale (vs. 13-14).
We saw back in verse 5, “I will destroy your mother”.  Your mother is an allusion to Israel.  In verses 13-14, the LORD goes on to show how.  He will give them over to themselves.  
Hosea 4:13–14 (ESV) — “They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains and burn offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar, and terebinth, because their shade is good. Therefore your daughters play the whore, and your brides commit adultery. 14 I will not punish your daughters when they play the whore, nor your brides when they commit adultery; for the men themselves go aside with prostitutes and sacrifice with cult prostitutes, and a people without understanding shall come to ruin.” 

When a nation leaves God, God gives them the leaders they deserve and the sin they crave, and that is punishment enough for anyone!  

II. Though a nation does indeed decline, God’s people are to remain faithful and separate from false teachers (vs. 15-19).
Boice says, “Israel was not the whole of the Jewish homeland at this stage in history. She was the larger nation, the northern one. But further south there was still the half of the nation known as Judah, and Judah (thanks to the greater faithfulness of her kings) had not slipped so far on the moral scale as Israel. For her there was still hope.
 

God address the unfaithful first.  Verses 15-19, “Though you play the whore, O Israel, let not Judah become guilty. Enter not into Gilgal, nor go up to Beth-aven, and swear not, “As the LORD lives.” 16 Like a stubborn heifer, Israel is stubborn; can the LORD now feed them like a lamb in a broad pasture? 17 Ephraim is joined to idols; leave him alone. 18 When their drink is gone, they give themselves to whoring; their rulers dearly love shame. 19 A wind [of whoredom] has wrapped them in its wings, and they shall be ashamed because of their sacrifices.”

The Wind of Whoredom

The Hebrew word for “wind” can also mean “spirit”; cf. v. 12, where “a spirit of whoredom” has engulfed Israel like a whirlwind.

Deviant Worship
The references to Gilgal and Beth Aven are significant. When Israel and Judah had divided after the death of Solomon, Rehoboam had taken control in the south (Judah) while Jeroboam had assumed rule in northern Israel. Each was an adherent to the religion of Jehovah. But the temple and its worship were in the south, and Jeroboam reasoned that if the truly dedicated Jews of his northern kingdom went south to the temple worship as the law required, his hold over the north would be weakened. Consequently, he set up rival shrines at Beth Aven (Bethel) and Gilgal—contrary to the law—and encouraged the people of the north to worship at these places. This led quickly to idolatry, as Hosea says.”
 They had their deviant worship. 
Stay separate from this unfaithful culture, and the false teachers and the worldly churches.  Stay faithful to Christ. Don’t be wrapped up like a whirlwind in their idolatries.

Conclusion:  SUPREME COURT - 1844 - VIDAL VS GIRARD. 
In 1844, a Philadelphia school wanted to teach morals without using the Bible. The Court said “Why may not the Bible, and especially the New Testament, be read and taught as a divine revelation in the schools? Where can the purest principals of morality be learned so clearly or perfectly as from the N.T.”  

Consider our nation.

· Since 1963 violent crime has increased 544%.

· The nation has been deprived of an estimated 50 million citizens through legal abortions just since 1973.

· We are now bringing down the institution of marriage.

· Our debt is so high that recently at the G20 summit our creditor nations are telling us we need to restructure our economy so we can repay them.

Since saying no to Biblical principles America has become a world leader in…divorce, teenage pregnancies, voluntary abortions, and it is the greatest consumer of illegal drugs.  Is there hope?   Our hope is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ that can change people’s lives. Go into all the world, and preach the good news! 
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