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Introduction: Open your Bibles to the book of 2 Kings 9.  This evening we are going to study the life of Jezebel and discover “What Happens When You Get Your Own Way”.    There is probably no more fitting legacy written for her than what we find in the book of 1 Kings 21:25, “But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the LORD, because Jezebel his wife stirred him up.”

Jezebel is a name that conjures up the very picture of evil.  I did a search for the top 100 girl names of this year.  When I typed in the name “Jezebel” a message popped up that said, “Text not found”!  You might name an ugly dog or a black cat Jezebel.  

The essence of the Christian life is death to self and life to God.   When you live for your own way you plant destruction for your life.  I want to encourage you to live a totally consecrated life for the Lord.  Sow righteousness.  Sow love for Christ.  Constantly find yourself broken over your own way.  You don’t want your own way.  Satan wanted his own way.  It got him banished out of the presence of God.  There is nothing good in your own way.  “In your flesh dwelleth no good thing.”  

Jezebel was a woman who was used to getting her own way, and tonight we are going to look at three brief points and then some applications:
1. Jezebel’s sway

2. Jezebel’s way

3. Jezebel’s last day
I. I want us to first consider Jezebel’s Sway.  Jezebel sowed more evil among the people of God than any other woman in the Bible.  She is mentioned in five chapters of the Bible, always as the picture of evil.  
A. Ahab’s marriage to Jezebel brought an unimaginable amount of godless influence to Ahab and to all of Israel.  The first mention of Jezebel’s name is in 1 Kings 16:31, where we see the way she used her influence in a political and very powerful marriage.  We find that Ahab “took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and worshiped him.”  Ahab wanted his own way.  He married a beautiful Phoenician princess.  But as 2 Kings 9:34 says, she was a “cursed woman”.  He had no idea what he was getting himself and the whole country into.  He just saw her beautiful looks and married her.  
1. Explanation:  Ahab’s marriage had a disastrous influence over all Israel.  Galatians 5:9, “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump”.  Under her direction, she spreads the false worship of Baal and Ashteroth through the people of Israel like a disease.  She is zealous in her sins.  She brings the first great wave of persecution against God’s people from within Israel. In 1 Kings 18:4, in the time of Elijah, we read that “Jezebel massacred the prophets of the LORD”.  She was unrestrained in making sure that the people of Israel gave their hearts to her false gods Asherah and Baal. 

2. Application: Marriage—Be careful young people who you marry.  It is for life.  Don’t be deceived by a Jezebel.  Jezebel was truly beautiful on the outside.  But remember Proverbs 31:30, “Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised.”

B. Jezebel’s influence over Ahab.  Ahab the king of Israel, could have led Israel into godliness, but instead found himself influenced and trained by his wife.  It is because of a weak king that this was allowed at all.  It is breathtaking to think that it has been only 56 years from the time of King Solomon until the reign of Ahab.  
1. Application:  It takes only one weak father to destroy a godly family.   But one strong father can begin a whirlwind of godliness.  Men, you are the head and the leader and the pastor of your home.  You must be willing to stand alone like an Elijah, not give in to pressure like an Ahab.  You need to take your calling seriously.  You will always reap what you sow, and you will always reap more than you sow.  
Ladies, are you supporting your husband to fulfill God’s established pattern for him?  He is to lead the home as Christ leads the church.  He is to love you and to give you protection, guidance and spiritual leadership.  Men, do you have the sway of godliness in your home?  Do you have such a godly life before your wife, and if you have children, then your children, to the degree that they respect you?  Do they follow you?  How are you doing in your headship?  God has delegated this authority to you.  How are you doing in the stewardship of your wife and children?
2. Explanation:  Just over a hundred years after the death of Ahab, we read in Isaiah 3:12, “As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.”  Within a hundred years, the entire country had rejected God’s established pattern in the family.  Once you reverse God’s established pattern in the family, the society spirals downward.  

II. Jezebel’s Way.  Jezebel was used to always getting her way.  She was willing to go to any lengths to get her way.  She murdered the Lord’s prophets, planned the murder of Naboth, and stirred up all Israel to follow after her false god Baal, and goddess Ashteroth.  

A. Jezebel was blind to authority.  She was one who would never take no for an answer.  She was one of those who would do what ever it took to get an answer.  I would not have wanted to live with her!
Jezebel had one authority—herself!  We see this in 1 Kings 18:4.  When anyone stood in her way, she was not afraid to destroy them completely.  We read that “Jezebel massacred the prophets of the LORD”.  

In 1 Kings 19, Jezebel persecutes the prophet Elijah.  She’s willing to defy even the greatest authorities of the Lord, even after the great demonstration of God’s power on Mount Carmel.  She was blind to all authority, except for herself.  

Application:  There is no better way to live than under the greatest authority, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords.  May the Lord open our eyes to His power and authority in our lives.  Our way always leads to destruction.  You may get your own way, but for what?  Like Jezebel, your time is short.  
III. Jezebel’s last Day.  In 1 Kings 19:23-24 we hear Elijah’s prophecy of her death, “And concerning Jezebel the LORD also spoke, saying, ‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.’ 24  "The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Ahab and dies in the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field”.  It took sixteen years, but every word of the prophecy is fulfilled.

Now look over at 2 Kings 9:30.  Ahab is dead.  She has survived her son Ahaziah who reigned for 2 years and is now dead.  She survived her second son, Joram who reigned for 12 years and is now dead.  Now good King Jehu, the son of good King Jehosophat is coming to town to bring the judgment of God on Jezebel, just as Elijah had prophesied.  
We read in verse 30, “And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window.”  “Jezebel knew what was coming.  If she had to die, she would do so like a Phoenician queen, with painted eyes, set hair.”
   

2 Kings 9:31-37, “And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window. 31  And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master?” Zimri had died a quick death after a two week reign.  Jezebel was insulting Jehu, saying he would be the same!  Verse 32, “And [JEHU] lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there looked out to him two or three eunuchs. 33  And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under foot. 34  And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, and said, Go, see now this cursed woman, and bury her: for she is a king’s daughter.”

In ancient near eastern cultures, this desecration of the dead body was a fate worse than death. Yet Jehu was completely untroubled at the ugly end of Jezebel; he ate and drank after trampling over her dead body and passing over the pavement splattered with her blood.
Verse 35, “And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands. 36  Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel: 37  And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion of Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel.”

What a legacy!  The essence of our message tonight is found in Galatians 6:7-8, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”

Or we could go to other verses.  “What doth it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?”
What a waste of a life. She ruined her home, destroyed her husband, led Israel into idolatry and was ultimately thrown down into the street to become dog meat.  In all this one can not help but wonder, what could have been if Jezebel had given herself with this same devotion and enthusiasm to serving God.  What a legacy. It isn’t a wonder why no one names their daughter “Jezebel.” Jezebel is a bad name—no one wants to be associated with that name—all because of one woman that took the wrong road.  
Conclusion:  So what do you get when you get your own way? You ultimately reap destruction.  You get eternal torment in hell.  

Make every decision with an eye to that day when Jesus comes again. He is like Jehu who comes and brings judgment!  Live for that last day when Christ is coming again.  As John says in Revelation 1:7, “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.”  Amen!  Come quickly Lord Jesus!  
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