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Introduction: Open your Bibles to the book of 1 Kings 21.  
This evening we are looking at the life of a king.  Ahab was a slave to his belly.  He lived to feed himself with whatever he wanted.  He was passive in the leadership of his home.  He wanted comfort.  He loved ease.  Whatever Jezebel wanted she got.  Ahab lived for worldly peace.  

Tonight we come to Naboth’s vineyard.  The text doesn’t say, but we can be fairly sure that Naboth was one of the 7000 that had not bowed his knee to Baal.  He was faithful to God.  

And we are going to see King Ahab just absolutely destroy this man’s life and this man’s family all for a nice piece of this world. Ahab loved this world.  Ahab was part of the covenant people of God.  He was a son of Abraham.  The truth is you can’t love the world and love God at the same time.  “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15).  You can’t serve two masters.  Christ is either Lord of all or He is not Lord at all.  
Ahab seemed to have a license and a freedom to sin.  There is pleasure and even freedom in sin for a season.  It seems like you are getting away with it.  But you won’t.  You reap what you sow.  There is a Day of reckoning.  Every action you do is weighed by God.  Call yourself part of God’s people all you want.  You are known by your fruits.  

[Prayer for Guidance]

Oh, what a wreck Ahab made of his life!  That’s bad enough, but sinful people make messes of other people’s lives.  They leave scars for generations.  We read about it beginning in verse 1.  This is the story of Naboth’s vineyard.

Verse 1, “And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria”.  Naboth was a resident of Jezreel.  His house was next to King Ahab and Queen Jezebel.  Naboth had a vineyard, or a garden where there would have been grape vines that had grown for hundreds of years.  These were very valuable.  Not to mention, this land had been in Naboth’s family for years.

We read in verse 2, “Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs”.  Ahab wanted to expand his 
It was very common among those outside of Israel in this day that if you saw a piece of land you liked to offer either a similar piece of land in exchange or an offer of purchase (verse 2), but in Israel this was against the law.  

Naboth refused and his words were quite strong.  He essentially made an oath before Ahab that he could never sell the property.  To do so would be an act of rebellion against the Lord.  So, verse 3, “Naboth said to Ahab, The LORD forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.”  The Law of the Lord clearly prohibited the sale of any inherited land who was not immediate family.  We see this in Leviticus 25:23, “The land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is mine; for ye are strangers and sojourners with me.”  The Jews were stewards of the Lord’s land, and they were required to keep this physical inheritance in their family as a testimony the heavenly inheritance God has given to them (See Micah 4:4).   Each covenant child of Israel was a king a priest before God as Moses said in Exodus 19:6, “And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.”  This is the institution that each person had private property that could not be taken by a ruler.

So Ahab has a pity party!  Verse 4, “Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased”.  We read in verse 4c, “[AHAB] laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no bread.”

Now Jezebel knew nothing of the laws of Israel.  She could care less how God had regulated the kings of Israel.  She was a Phoenician, and Gentile kings laughed at these kinds of laws.  So she proceeded to do what any Phoenician ruler would do: simply destroy the uncooperative citizen and take whatever they wanted.  So in verse 7, Jezebel is incensed that the king would be subject to any law, “Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.”  In Canaanite country, kings had absolute power.  They respected the rights of no citizen.  They took land and property and used it as they pleased.

So Jezebel concocted a clever but cruel plan.

In Ahab’s name, Jezebel wrote letters to each member of the city council of Jezreel (verse 8).  Each letter detailed the trumped up false charges against Naboth and how it was to be carried out.

Jezebel was clever enough to follow the Jewish law for charges for the death penalty.  There had to be two witnesses.  Deuteronomy 17:6 was the law of the land, “At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death.”And so Jezebel commanded the elders in verse 10, “set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die.”

All the elders of the city agreed to carry this evil plan out (verse 11).  The law forbid Israel to curse God or “the ruler of the people” (Exodus 22:28).  The king was representative of God’s rule over them.  Blasphemy against God was a capital offense.  

So they gave Naboth a mock trial in a Kangaroo court.  He was falsely accused.  The charges must have been a total shock to him.  The two false witnesses remind us of those two that accused the Lord in His trial.  

So the citizens of Jezreel, verse 14, “carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died”.  According to 2 Kings 9:26, Naboth’s sons are recorded also to have been put to death with Naboth. We read “Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his sons”.  

Ahab seems to have total freedom to sin how ever much he likes.  He seems to have free reign to murder and steal whatever he wants.  We read in verse 16, “And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it”.  

Ah, but the Lord is not blind.  He is not deaf.  He is omniscient and omnipresent!  “The LORD is … great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked” (Nahum 1:3).  

And so it is that God raises up Elijah out of the shadows once again.  Verse 17, “And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18  Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to possess it.”  Elijah was to give a message to King Ahab, verse 19, “And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.”

Verse 20 is a very insightful verse.  “Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy?”  Elijah was not Ahab’s enemy.  Ahab was God’s enemy.  And Elijah was sent to bring a message of judgment.  

Verse 20b-21, Elijah replies, “I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the LORD. 21  Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterity”  Verse 22, God promises to take away his dynasty.

And then comes Jezebel’s judgment, verse 23, “And of Jezebel also spake the LORD, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. 24  Him that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air eat”.  


And while Ahab was busy enjoying his sin and walking over and even killing those who got in the ways of his pleasure, the Lord God was taking account.  We read in verse 25, the Lord’s account of Ahab, “But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the LORD, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. 26  And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all things as did the Amorites, whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.”

F.B. Meyer said: “According to God's constitution of the world, the wrongdoer will be abundantly punished.”

Psalm 9:17, “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”

If you sow the wind you will reap the whirlwind (Hosea 8:7).

Applications

Let me in closing give you some applications for your life.

1. First of all, when we look at Ahab, we see that he had a mind to obey the law of God, but his wife pushed him to murder.  If others teach you to sin and you sin, you alone are responsible for your sin.

2. Second, Ahab had such freedom to sin!  It seemed he could just kill and take possession and ruin the lives of a family in Israel.  But there is something about innocent blood.  When Cain killed Abel, God said in Genesis 4:10, “What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the ground.”  

The wicked have freedom to sin while we are on the earth.  They may even prosper.  Turn over to Psalm 73.  Asaph is upset.  He says in verse 3, “I was envious at the foolish [foolish as in sinful], when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.”  But he comes to his senses in verse 17, “Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end”.  The wicked have an end!  Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death”.  Without Christ we are under the old covenant of the law.  We will be judged as covenant breakers against God’s ten commandments!  

Asaph said, “I was envious… when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.”  “Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end”.  Look at verse 18
· It is a Slippery destruction, verse 18, “Surely thou didst set them in slippery places”.  Life is slippery.  We are all on the edge of eternity.  Those who are condemned to damnation gamble with their life every day like a blind man walking daily on the side of a cliff.
· It is a Sovereign destruction, verse 18b, “thou castedst them down into destruction”.  God Himself will judge the wicked.  God has prepared the fire of everlasting torment.  It is God’s hell—it is not the devil’s hell.  God meets out justice!  Proverbs 16:4, “The LORD hath made all things for himself: yea, even the wicked for the day of evil.”

· It is a Sudden destruction, verse 19, “How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment!”  James 4:14, “For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”

· It is a Shocking destruction.  Verse 19b, “they are utterly consumed with terrors.”  
What is Ahab’s response, “And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly. 28  And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29  Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? because he humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his days: but in his son’s days will I bring the evil upon his house.”

Ahab got a temporary restraint of judgment.  He was “lamenting the judgment only, and not the sin” (Matthew Henry).  Ahab’s judgement was still coming.  Ahab would be struck by a random arrow in battle and mortally wounded, and he would instruct his charioteer to take him home. He died outside the palace.  Do you know where outside the palace?   in Naboth's field; and dogs licked up his blood, just as Elijah prophesied.

The wages of sin is death!  You may think you have freedom to sin, but you will pay for it someday!

Conclusion:  As we close I want you to think about Ahab.  Here we have a king of Israel.  He is a member of the old covenant.  He is the earthly head of God’s chosen people.  He has every opportunity to come to the Lord.

There are many who are a part of true Gospel churches, but they are not a part of the one true church, the Body of Christ.  We read in Matthew 8:12, “But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

How can children of the kingdom be cast into hell?  Just as Esau and Ahab and Achin and Annanias and Saphira were part of the outward body of the Lord, but they were not converted.

Each of you here tonight has a birthright.  We read of Esau in Hebrews 12:15, “Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 16  Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 17  For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.”  Esau was entitled to an inheritance, but he sold it.  

Same with Ahab.  Verse 20b-21, Elijah says to Ahab, “I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the LORD. 21  Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterity”  

You have a great privilege.  Don’t sell yourself to work evil.  Don’t sell your birthright.  Faith without works is dead!  Cash in your birthright.  Don’t be a hearer but a doer of the work!
