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Introduction:  Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 1:23-27.  Tonight we are going to talk about how Christians ought to grieve.
  As Christians we of course have the hope of eternal life, but death is still what Paul calls “the last enemy” (1 Corinthians 15:26).  
David shows an amazing example of true grief.  We are going to find that even though Saul was exceedingly wicked, Saul respects the dead and glories in God’s faithfulness despite the mess Saul made of the nation.  Though it had not been written yet, David knew as Daniel 2:21 says that God “changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings...”
We’ll just read a few verses from 2 Samuel to get a taste of David’s heart.  2 Samuel 1:23-27, “Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were not divided: they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. 24  Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights, who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 25  How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places. 26  I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women. 27  How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished!”
[Prayer for guidance)
Context:  The life of the false professor of Christ seems easy while it lasts, but each one of us will eventually reap what we sow.  In the ancient pagan world, the king to be would have every expectation to utterly scorn the former king.  David obviously does not do that.  Instead he focuses on God’s faithfulness despite sinful men.  David had every reason to scorn Saul, but he trusted in God.  It was God who brought swift destruction on Saul.  It is so swift it is frightening.   
A. Look how swift the destruction comes in the first 6 verses of 1 Samuel 31.  Saul lives out the proverb in Proverbs 29:1, “He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.”  Look how suddenly he is destroyed in one day!  Saul would reap exactly what he had planted.  If you sow to the flesh you reap destruction.  Numbers 32:23, “be sure your sin will find you out”.  God told Saul it is better to obey than to sacrifice.  Oh, how true it is.  Saul simply would not listen to anyone, not even to God. There is a day of reckoning.  There is a payday.  The day has come for Saul.
1. Verse 1-Saul’s army is routed
2. Verse 2-His three sons are slain
3. Verse 3-Saul is wounded
4. Verse 4-Saul asks his armorbearer to kill him, but he refuses, so Saul murders himself.  Even in death, Saul is not willing to trust God.  He shows ultimate self will by the sin of self-murder.  Instead of dying as a hero as Jonathan and his two other sons, Saul dies as a fool.
5. Verse 5-Saul’s armorbearer kills himself.

We get the summary in 1 Samuel 31:6, “So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and all his men, that same day together.”

6. Not only that, but Saul’s country is overtaken by the Philistines (verse 7).  David had fought so hard against them.  But now, the Philistines took up their residence for a time in the cities of southern Israel.

7. Then, Saul’s body is desecrated (verse 8-9).   His armor is stripped.  Saul’s dead body is decapitated.  They probably did this in revenge for David cutting off Goliath’s head.  His armor was put into the idol temple of Ashtaroth.  
They took the bodies of Saul and his three sons and hung them on the wall of Bethshan which is near the River Jordan (verse 10).  

B. The men of Jabesh-Gilead honored the dead.  They stormed the wall of Bethshan.  And these men, “took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Bethshan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there” (verse 12).  They gave the king of Israel a respectable burial.  They burned the bodies, probably with sweet spices, and then buried the bodies under a tree in Jabesh.  Then the men fasted 7 days (verse 13).
What a disaster!  But David sets an example of grieving and mercy that is so profound.  It is a bright light for the heathen world that would have been happy for the death of a rival.  Not David.  David truly is a beautiful picture of the saint in the Old Testament.

David wins his victory over the Amalekites and returns to his men at Ziklag (2 Samuel 1:1).    An Amalekite makes up a story to make himself look good.  The Scripture has already recorded clearly that Saul died of his own effort.  It seems highly likely that this Amalekite is making up the story of finishing Saul off.  This Amalekite was nothing more than a robber who wanted a little bit of fame.  He though he was doing David a favor.  When David saw Saul’s royal crown and the royal bracelet in this young man’s hand, and heard the confession of his mouth, David ordered this Amalekite’s execution.  2 Samuel 1:13-16, “And David said unto the young man that told him, Whence art thou? And he answered, I am the son of a stranger, an Amalekite. 14  And David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand to destroy the LORD’S anointed? 15  And David called one of the young men, and said, Go near, and fall upon him. And he smote him that he died. 16  And David said unto him, Thy blood be upon thy head; for thy mouth hath testified against thee, saying, I have slain the LORD’S anointed”.
Now that we have the context, I want to focus in on how David grieved.  I think we can learn six things tonight about godly grief.  
I. Godly grief is in some way public.  Look at 2 Samuel 1:11, “Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the men that were with him: 12  And they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the LORD, and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword.”

A. Godly grief is transparent.  David's grief was spontaneous, transparent and uninhibited (it was probably strange to the Amalekite).  It was the custom of the Jews to tear their clothing when grieving.  Verse 11, “David took hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the men that were with him”.  This was an outward display of a broken heart.  We must show the love of Christ for those who go on before us.  When we grieve naturally, but openly, we are able to “rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep” (Romans 12:15).  
B. Godly grief holds no bitterness, but leaves God to be the judge.  David had an amazing sense of God’s sovereignty and plan.  David had every reason humanly speaking to be secretly happy that Saul died, but there is no guile in him.  He genuinely grieves for his enemy.  Proverbs 17:5 says, “he that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.”  In other words, David had a heart and a love even for his enemies. 

C. Godly grief reflects the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is not only OK to grieve deeply for one who has passed on, it is godly.  Our hope is secure in Christ, but we still grieve because of their temporary absence.  In our Western society, we tend to cover up the grief.  We tend to gloss it over and not deal with it.  This was not the way Jesus dealt with death.  In John 11, even though Jesus knows he’s going to very shortly raise Lazarus from the dead, he weeps and groans deeply in his soul.  Look at John 11:33-38, “When Jesus therefore saw [Mary] weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, 34  And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. 35  Jesus wept”.  It says again in verse 38, “Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave”.  Even though resurrection is coming, Jesus is groaning for the death of his friend Lazarus!

Illustration:  My earliest recollection of death was pretty profound.  My mother died when I was 15 years old.  It obviously blew my world apart.  I at first tried to deny the gravity of it.  I said everything would be alright because we were in God’s hands.  That is true and precious truth, but there is still a process of grieving that we must go through when a loved one departs.  I did not know how to grieve.  I simply wanted to ignore it.  Instead we need to genuinely feel the great lost.  Greif is a real characteristic of love.  

Transition:  So godly grief should be public and transparent like the Lord Jesus’ grief.

II. Godly grief is shared.  
A. Obviously David and his men rent their clothes and fasted all that day. Look at 2 Samuel 1:11, “Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the men that were with him: 12  And they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the LORD, and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword.”
B. In verses 17-18 we see that David wrote a song called “the Use [or Song] of the Bow” for Saul and his sons for the entire nation to learn and honor the dead.  

C. Death touches so many people:  family members, church, neighbors, job, classmates, and community.  David and his men knew that Saul’s death touched the entire nation, verse 12, “And they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the LORD, and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword.”
D. Let me also make a delineation between grief and sorrow.  Sorrow may end after a short while.  Grief tends to go on, intermittently squeezing the emotions and creating new adjustments.  We can get over sorrow somewhat quickly, but grief may be for a lifetime! 
Illustration:  Andrew Bonar remembered his wife of 17 years' death each year in his diary.  The death of a loved one is never forgotten.  At special times of the year there is real grief that is experienced.  It is good to show how much you love them and your thankfulness to God for them.
E. In grief, we are reminded of our own brevity of life.  We identify with our universal fate, unless the Lord comes in death.  And the Bible tells us it is a good thing.

Ecclesiastes 7:1-4, “A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of one’s birth. 2 It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart. 3 Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better. 4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.”
F. We are brought to reality of our humanity and that we are emotional creatures.  Remember that these were battle hardened soldiers grieving.  In the end we are all jars of clay.  
G. We come back to reality of God's prerogative over our lives.  Hebrews 9:27, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment”.  God is the ultimate one who has control of our birth and our death.  Jesus tells us in Luke 12:4, “Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 5  But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him.”
So godly grief is public, it is shared…

III. Thirdly, godly grief is also a celebration of life.  Verse 17, 19, “And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son… 19 The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen!”

What mighty men Saul and his sons were!  It is important to respect the things that God allowed each person to do.  

A. Celebrating the life of a deceased loved one allows us to pause and show respect, deep love, loyalty, and commitment to the grieving family.  It might be a mother, a father, a son or a daughter, but this person is important to people’s lives.  
B. Celebrating a person’s life helps us to reflect on the impact we can all have on each other’s lives.  We can all learn from each other.  We are all responsible for our example whether it be godly or otherwise.  Anything good that comes out of our lives is by the grace of God.  Even God’s common grace is shed on all men so that there are some genuinely amazing things that occur even in the lives of lost people.  We should give glory to God for this common grace of his that is shed to all creation.  
C. Celebrating life, also helps us to understand the interrelatedness of all humanity, whether rich or poor, whatever ethnicity we are, we all are born, and we are all going to die.  Celebrating someone’s life is very educational, because it shows the common struggles of all mankind.  We are not alone.  We all need the grace of God.
So godly grief is public, it is shared, it is a celebration of life…

IV. Fourthly, godly grief gives us a needed time to pause before a change.
A. Death always brings change.  Yet David makes no mention of his claim to the throne or any plans for the future.  His plans are laid aside.  He does not rush into the change, but instead takes time to understand the profoundness of what is happening.  Change is certainly inevitable due to death, but it is essential to pause, reflect, and be silent.  

B. It is a sober reminder that we do not ultimately control our lives, so we must take our hands off the reins.  When someone dies, it is a time to ponder, and to listen to God….to “be still and know that I am God”.  He is sovereign.  
Illustration:  When my mother died, the inevitable change was that I was going to move to Chicago, enroll in a Christian school, join the church that would send me to Spain, meet my wife.  God’s timing and plan is perfect.  
C. Pause allows us time to learn from the events of death.  
So godly grief is public, it is shared, it is a celebration of life, it gives us time to pause before sometimes very massive change.  

V. Finally godly grief is a time to remember.  We all only live this life once.  Each breath is a precious gift from God.  David begins his journey into Saul, and his sons’ lives, by the refrain, “how are the mighty fallen!” (verse 19). 

A. David does not even mention Saul's failure, bitterness, attack and pursuit of David, share in failure.

B. Instead he speaks of the good things God did through them.  Anything good that happens is because of the grace of God.  It is amazing that God gave them the grace to do mighty things.  He stresses:

1. The sadness of their loss, verse 21, “Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain, upon you, nor fields of offerings: for there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of Saul, as though he had not been anointed with oil. “

2. Their courage in battle, verse 22, “From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, and the sword of Saul returned not empty”. 

3. Their partnership as king and crown prince, father and son, verse 23a, “Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives”.   

4. Their excellence in valor and might, verse 23b, “and in their death they were not divided: they were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions”.
5. Saul's success in improving Israel, verse 24, “Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet, with other delights, who put on ornaments of gold upon your apparel”.

6. Jonathan's love and loyalty- stress is on Jonathan's love and loyalty toward the one destined to take his crown, verses 25-27, “How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thine high places. 26  I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women. 27  How are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war perished!”
Conclusion:  Look at what David does not do.  He doesn't fault anyone.  He doesn't sow seeds of bitterness.  He doesn't use this to his advantage.  Death is a solemn time where we can show the love of Christ.  It happens once in a person’s life.  Let us take the time each day to remember those who are dying around the world, and those close to us.  Let us remember that our Saviour has conquered sin, death, hell, and the devil.  And let us remember to weep with those who weep and show the amazing love of Christ! 
� The main outline and several of the illustrations are taken from Dr. Phil Newton’s study of this passage, which can be located at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.southwoodsbc.org/sermons/first_samuel_31.html" ��http://www.southwoodsbc.org/sermons/first_samuel_31.html�..  





