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Introduction:  Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 29-30.  We’ll first stand and read 2 Peter 1:5-8.  Last week we looked at the life of an apostate, king Saul.  Saul is like many today who taste of the heavenly gift, sense the conviction of the Holy Spirit, but are never conquered by Him.  They never experience the new birth.
Today we are going to look at the genuine believer.  What a beautiful example David gives to us of true holiness.  

As we have our place in 1 Samuel 29, I’d like you to turn to 2 Peter 1:5-11, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11  For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

1. David had faith in God’s control of his life to direct his steps.  What faith David had!  Psalm 37:23, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth in his way.”  Most of the time when we see Saul, he’s fretting.  His plans are falling apart.  He’s trying to save his life and he’s losing it.  David is just the opposite.  When we see David, he’s in the worst of circumstances trying trusting God.  David’s lost his life to Christ.  In Matthew 16:24, Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.”  

In 1 Samuel 29, we learn about the last war for king Saul.  This is the war in which Saul will die.  Saul is doing all he can to win this war and save his life.  David on the other hand has already given his life to God.  He’s going to trust God regardless of in all circumstances.  

The battalions of the Philistines were marching to war against Israel in Jezreel, and there in the rear of the battalions was David and his men and the king of the Philistines: Achish.  It couldn’t have made sense to David.  He was to be the king of Israel.  His own country wouldn’t have him.  And we find out in this chapter that even the Philistines didn’t want David.  The Philistines didn’t want David marching with them—verse 4 says they were “very wroth” with King Achish about this.  The generals and princes demanded that David go back to Ziklag.  The Philistine generals knew what they were talking about.  They asked in verse 5, “Is not this David, of whom they sang one to another in dances, saying, Saul slew his thousands, and David his ten thousands?”
King Achish gave in to his generals and sent David back to Ziklag.  David trusted God in the darkness.  You can see this because he was willing to be faithful where he was.  It certainly wasn’t what David envisioned.  But David knew as Proverbs 16:9 says, “A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.”
Application:  Do you trust God in the darkness?  If you’ve lost your life, then all you have is God!  Do you trust God right now?  Do you trust him with your finances?  Your job?  Your children?  Do you trust Him with your sickness?  Some of you have had cancer.  Can you trust God when you have cancer?  Sometimes the more God takes away from you, the more you learn to trust Him!  

2 Peter 1:5, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue”.  
2. I want you to see that David added to his faith virtue.  Virtue is moral excellence.  David was a man of virtue from his heart.  He had the new birth.  He was a new creation.  Virtue—moral excellence—a love for holiness flowed out of his heart.    

a. With Saul.  When he was with Saul, could you find a more virtuous man in the nation?  He stood by Saul even when his life was in danger.  He defended Saul even when Saul sought his life.  He spared Saul’s life every time he had the chance.  There was no deceit or manipulation.  David was a virtuous man.

b. With Achish.  Now he’s with Achish, and he’s willing to fight.  He’s been kicked out of his own country but he’s willing to be faithful where God has placed him.  What a man of virtue. 
All Saul could do was talk the talk, but he never walked the walk.  David wasn’t so much concerned with talking the talk.  He was a man who walked the walk because he was a man after God’s own heart.  What a virtuous heart he had!! 
Application:  Do you have a holy heart?  Do you act for God’s glory not taking yourself into consideration?

2 Peter 1:5-6, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue and to virtue knowledge”.  
3. Though the text does not say, we can imagine that David was constantly adding knowledge to his virtue and faith because we have the book of Psalms.  In the Psalms David is ever learning of His loving sovereign God.  

Are you constantly adding KNOWLEDGE to your faith and to your virtue? Is your delight in the Law of the Lord?  Are you meditating on it day and night?  Can you say with Job in Job 23:12, “I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food”?  Is Jesus your bread of life and your living water?

2 Peter 1:5-6, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue and to virtue knowledge; 6  And to knowledge temperance”.  
4. David added temperance (self-control) to his faith when his way became dark.  Look at 1 Samuel 30:1-8, “And it came to pass, when David and his men were come to Ziklag on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the south, and Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag, and burned it with fire; 2  And had taken the women captives, that were therein: they slew not any, either great or small, but carried them away, and went on their way. 3  So David and his men came to the city, and, behold, it was burned with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, were taken captives. 4  Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep. 5  And David’s two wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. 6  And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.”  The people spake of stoning him and what did David do?  He encouraged himself in the Lord.  The people were out of control, but David was totally yielded to God that is self control. 

2 Peter 1:5-8, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience”.  
5. David added patience, or literally, perseverance to his self-control.  You might say, How do I persevere?  I’m going to tell you to follow David as he follows Christ.  Look how he perseveres.

a. David persevered first of all by praising God.

When he was literally at the end of his rope, David demonstrated how the “joy of the Lord” was his strength! (Nehemiah 8:10).  Verse 6, “the people spake of stoning him” and what did David do?  “David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.”   I don’t think you could find a darker point in David’s life if you tried.  His own country had forsaken him, and now his family was taken captive, and his own life was in danger because “the people spake of stoning him”.  Yet instead of having a pity party, David had a praise party!  

Application:  Do circumstances get you down?  Then rejoice in the Lord.  When you’ve lost all, you realize that all you NEED is Christ!  That’s a great place to be!

David shows another way he perseveres.  
b. Secondly David perseveres by pursuing God.  He gets his focus on God.  He immediately begins talking with God and obeying God.  Verse 7, “And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David. 8  And David enquired at the LORD, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I overtake them?”

Application:  If you are growing in Christ, you are not going to need that any man teach you.  The Bible teaches us that we need that no man teach us.   “They shall all be taught of God”.  Paul says “if so be that you have been taught by him as the truth is in Jesus”.  1 John 2:27, “But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.”  You will not persevere in trials if you are always turning to men for counsel and help.  Your perseverance and growth will come as you depend on the Lord alone.  Counselors have their place.  They are there to help you stand.  But the goal is not for you to feed off of the counselor or the pastor.  The goal is for you to feed on Christ.  

c. Thirdly, David persevered by practicing God’s revealed will—in other words David persevered by obeying!  Once God revealed his will to David, David did it.  He didn’t make excuses.  David wasn’t like Saul who would not destroy the Amalekites.  He was a doer of the word and not a hearer only.   

Look how the Lord gave David direction in Verse 8, “And [the LORD through Abiathar] answered [David], Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover all. 9  So David went, he and the six hundred men that were with him, and came to the brook Besor, where those that were left behind stayed. 10  But David pursued, he and four hundred men: for two hundred abode behind, which were so faint that they could not go over the brook Besor.”
But David continues in perseverance and faith.  He will not stop until he has found his family.   In verses 11 and following, David finds an Egyptian that who tells David in verse 14, “We made an invasion upon the south of the Cherethites, and upon the coast which belongeth to Judah, and upon the south of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire.”

So David gets this young Egyptian to bring him to the spoil where his family was.  Verse 16, “And when he had brought him down, behold, they were spread abroad upon all the earth, eating and drinking, and dancing, because of all the great spoil that they had taken out of the land of the Philistines, and out of the land of Judah. 17  And David smote them from the twilight even unto the evening of the next day: and there escaped not a man of them, save four hundred young men, which rode upon camels, and fled. 18  And David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away: and David rescued his two wives. 19  And there was nothing lacking to them, neither small nor great, neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that they had taken to them: David recovered all. 20  And David took all the flocks and the herds, which they drave before those other cattle, and said, This is David’s spoil.”
2 Peter 1:5-8, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.
David persevered by praising God, pursuing God, and obeying God!  

6. Finally David added godliness and brotherly kindness to his faith. David didn’t act like men would act.  He reflected God in his life.  And he showed brotherly kindness.  Look at verse 21, “And David came to the two hundred men, which were so faint that they could not follow David, whom they had made also to abide at the brook Besor: and they went forth to meet David, and to meet the people that were with him: and when David came near to the people, he saluted them. 22  Then answered all the wicked men and men of Belial, of those that went with David, and said, Because they went not with us, we will not give them ought of the spoil that we have recovered, save to every man his wife and his children, that they may lead them away, and depart. 23  Then said David, Ye shall not do so, my brethren, with that which the LORD hath given us, who hath preserved us, and delivered the company that came against us into our hand. 24  For who will hearken unto you in this matter? but as his part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by the stuff: they shall part alike. 25  And it was so from that day forward, that he made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel unto this day. 26  And when David came to Ziklag, he sent of the spoil unto the elders of Judah, even to his friends, saying, Behold a present for you of the spoil of the enemies of the LORD”  We read that David treated the whole land alike and shared the spoil.  He loved all men.  That is brotherly kindness!

7. The final fruit that David added to his faith was charity.  How fitting this is because David was a man after God’s own heart.  

Conclusion and Application:  2 Peter 1:5-11, “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11  For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

Examine yourself!  Are these marks of spiritual growth in your life?  Are you growing or are you myopic and nearsighted? A true Christian is always growing.  “He which hath begun a good work in you shall perform it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6).  
