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Open your Bibles tonight to 1 Samuel 25.  

1 Introduction.  There are a lot of angry people in the world.  Most of these people are willing to do whatever it takes to get their way.  They will disrespect you.  They will often blow up at you.  How should God’s people act toward angry people?  There are two ways we can deal with out of control people.  We can get mad right back at them, or we can trust a sovereign God who allows angry people to cross our path to test and strengthen our trust in Him.  I want to call all those who name the Name of Jesus Christ to a total submission to trust Him when we are tempted to return evil for evil from angry people.  We are called to return good for evil.  We are called to give a quiet and peaceable answer to inconsiderate, rude, and angry people.  We are called to “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” who “when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously” (1 Peter 2:23).  We are all called to follow our Lord as a Lamb to His bloody, painful cross.  “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth” (Isaiah 53:7).   Can we not trust a sovereign God even if we are in the hands of an angry, unreasonable person?  If we believe God orders and directs every one of our steps, then we must follow our Saviour and entrust our soul to bring justice to those who might harm us.   
God uses angry people to increase our trust in him.  We are never to return evil for evil, but entrust ourselves to a sovereign, loving, and good God.  When people insult us we naturally want to defend ourselves.  We tend to get angry back.  We reveal idols in our heart.  We want the control.  We want to be well liked.  But we must die to our sinful desires to “one up” the angry person.  We must let go of any idolatrous desire to seek vengeance and entrust ourselves to Christ.  We must say with the great hymn writer William Cowper:
The dearest idol I have known
Whate’er that idol be
Help me to tear it from Thy throne,
And worship only Thee.
We are going to find out in our study this evening that sometimes God uses angry people to reveal how much of self is still left in us.  Though the old man is nailed to the cross, we still harbor the remnants of the old man.  There are parts of our old man that we may not realize that we have still not put to death.  Just let someone get angry at you or insult you for seemingly no reason, and you will see how much of the old man is still left in you.  David found it out in 1 Samuel 25.  
2 Context.  Tonight we come to the story of a very angry man by the name of Nabal found in 1 Samuel 25.  
2.1.1 Nabal.  The Bible describes Nabal as “churlish”—a harsh, angry, selfish, bully of a man.    His name fits him well.  Nabal means fool.  Abigail, his wife, describes him in verse 25.  She says, “as his name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and folly [foolishness] is with him”.  
Nabal was a very wealthy descendent of Caleb.  He was one of David’s fellow tribesmen from Judah.  He was married to a very intelligent and beautiful woman named Abigail.  She is described in verse 3 as “a woman of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance”.  
2.1.2 The Plot.  Now Nabal lived in Carmel. This is not the same as Mount Carmel in the north, but a small village 8 miles outside of Hebron in the south.  And in the village of Carmel Nabal was keeping his flock of three thousand sheep and a thousand goats (verse 2).   

There was great rejoicing going on!  There was something of a Sheep Shearing Festival going on in the village of Carmel, where Nabal lived.  Nabal was quite likely the richest man in his town.  
It was shearing season.  Hundreds of Nabal’s workers were out in the fields of Carmel shearing off the expensive wool of the sheep.  This was what was making Nabal rich.  When the shearing was done, it was the custom to have a large joyous feast for all the workers, and Nabal was feeding all of his workers well.  There was fresh fruit, baked pastries, and lamb that was cooked to perfection.
  We read in verse 2, that Nabal “was very great, and he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: and he was shearing his sheep in Carmel”.  Shearing season was a lot like harvest time.  There was plenty of food and money to go around.  As I said this was more like a festival, and it was custom to share the great feast to any strangers.  There was plenty to go around!
3 Now I want you to see David’s Temptation.
3.1 Look at the Respect David paid to Nabal’s livelihood. David and his 600 armed men had formed themselves as a “wall” of protection around Nabal’s herdsman this year.  One of the shepherds spoke highly of David in verse 16.  He said, “[David and his men] were a wall unto us both by night and day, all the while we were with them keeping the sheep”.  The wilderness was a dangerous place.  Bandits would hide behind hills and mug any traveler or shepherd for easy merchandise.  As David and his men looked out for Saul’s spies, they provided a guard of protection “against thieves and predators for all who lived in that region”
  They befriended the shepherds and watched their backs for them.  David’s band were all men of honor, never once stealing from anything from any of Nabal’s herdsmen.  David was like the sheriff of Carmel during that time—bringing law and order to the lawless countryside.
3.2 Understand how David and his men Receive nourishment from day to day.  They had no way to raise crops to eat on their own.  The way they were able to eat honestly was to make unwritten agreements with the farmers and herdsmen of Judah.  Protection from travelling thieves would be exchanged for modest provisions.  

3.3 David and his men Invested great amounts of time into protecting Nabal’s flocks.  As a result, Nabal was showing quite a large profit.  The long, hard hours of sheep shearing was culminating into a time of great feast of celebration. Since there was plenty to go around, David made a very humble request to Nabal.  He knew that one of the reasons they had such a great profit on sheep shearing day, was that he made sure there was no opportunity for the flocks to be harmed or stolen.  Look at verses 4-8, “David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his sheep. 5  And David sent out ten young men, and David said unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet him in my name: 6  And thus shall ye say to him that liveth in prosperity, Peace be both to thee, and peace be to thine house, and peace be unto all that thou hast. 7  And now I have heard that thou hast shearers: now thy shepherds which were with us, we hurt them not, neither was there ought missing unto them, all the while they were in Carmel. 8  Ask thy young men, and they will shew thee. Wherefore let the young men find favour in thine eyes: for we come in a good day: give, I pray thee, whatsoever cometh to thine hand unto thy servants, and to thy son David”.  
3.4 Nabal’s Refusal. When Nabal got the request, he not only refused them food, he insulted them and accused them of being unfaithful servants and a band of runaway slaves.  Look at verse 10, “Nabal answered David’s servants, and said, Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse? there be many servants now a days that break away every man from his master.”  We need to remember that those who are the center of their own universe are angry because they want to be sovereign in their own lives.  Nabal could care less about any one but himself.  So what does David do?  Does he return good for evil as he did with King Saul?
3.5 David’s Revenge.  Shockingly David was furious.  He wanted revenge.  He called 400 of his men to arm themselves.  They were going to the feast alright—they would have all they wanted, because Nabal and his men were going to pay for this insult!  Look at David’s shocking reaction in verses 21-22, “Now David had said, Surely in vain have I kept all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that pertained unto him: and he hath requited me evil for good. 22  So and more also do God unto the enemies of David, if I leave of all that pertain to him by the morning light any that pisseth against the wall.”  In other words, David commanded his men to exterminate all males from Nabal’s household and servants.  Nabal and all the males of his house and all his male servants now had a death warrant on their heads from David.   David is ready to return evil for evil.  
Application:  Isn’t it amazing that David who has such an amazing relationship with God and has nurtured his love, even for a king that wants to kill him, is now bent on destroying Nabal and all around him?  David’s strongest area of spiritual character was self-restraint.  It is shocking to see his strongest spiritual strength crumble in just one moment of fury.  
Let us learn from David.  Satan will tempt us all in our greatest area of spiritual strength.  “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12).  
Do you understand that the area of holiness that you excel in must be credited to God Himself who gives you that strength?  If you think you are strong, you will fall.  It is when you understand your weakness that you are the strongest!   It has often been Satan’s strategy to overcome God’s people in their areas of perceived spiritual strength.  Numbers 12:3 tells us that “the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth”. “Yet what sin kept him from the land of promise?  An outburst of rage against the people he led!” 

Peter was a courageous defender of Christ, who took up a sword to defend the Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane against an army of men, but then later that night melted in fear before a little servant girl in the courtyard of the high priest.

In the same way, David fell from his own area of spiritual strength.  The meek, longsuffering David who had just spared the king’s life was now full of vengeance and anger.

The Scripture teaches us that the only one who has the authority and position to be wrathful is God.  Romans 12:19, “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.”  The place for wrath and vengeance is the Lord’s.  He will come in the clouds with all His glorious angels “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:8).  

So we as believers are strictly forbidden by Scripture to get angry back, or to take vengeance.  Peter tells us in 1 Peter 3:9, “Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.”
4 Now let us look at Abigail’s Intervention.  
4.1 One of the young men (verse 14) told Abigail what David was planning on doing and she stepped into action.  

A. We see her Generosity.  Verse 18, “Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses.”
B. We see her Humility.  Verses 23-25, “And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, 24  And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let this iniquity be: and let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the words of thine handmaid. 25  Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even Nabal”.    
C. We see her Respect for David.  She understood that David was to be the next king of Israel.  Look at verse 28, “I pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine handmaid: for the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house; because my lord fighteth the battles of the LORD, and evil hath not been found in thee all thy days.”  She recognized (in verse 30) that there would be a day when God “shall have appointed [David] ruler over Israel”.
What a wise woman of “understanding” Abigail was!  She was able to diffuse David’s anger.  You may wonder if Abigail was rebellious in defying her husband.  The answer is certainly not.  Understand that Abigail was saving her husband’s life!  Because of godly Abigail, David’s anger was turned away as we see in verse 35, “So David received of her hand that which she had brought him, and said unto her, Go up in peace to thine house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person”.  
4.2 Application:  What about David’s sinful anger?  David was wrong.  A godly person may get sinfully angry, but he will eventually harken to wise counsel.  David showed the fruits of godliness by harkening to Abigail.  Proverbs 1:5 tells us that “A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels”.  A true Christian will not continue to practice sinful anger but will hearken when he is corrected.  God will always call the Christian back to holiness.
As we come to the end of the story, we see that there is nothing really that we need to be angry in regard to ourselves.  We need to be concerned with the glory of God.  We are going to see that God is absolutely sovereign and able to care for His saints, and also to exact judgment and justice to foolish people.

5 And that brings us to Nabal’s Demise.  We come to two funerals and a wedding.
5.1 First we see Nabal’s funeral. Verses 36-38, “And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, he held a feast in his house, like the feast of a king; and Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunken: wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, until the morning light. 37  But it came to pass in the morning, when the wine was gone out of Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, that his heart died within him, and he became as a stone. 38  And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD smote Nabal, that he died.”
Nabal had a heart attack and died ten days later.  “It is appointed unto men once to die”.  We need not exact judgment upon people, or try to return evil for evil.  God will judge all people in righteousness.  Nabal’s worst judgment was not that God took him early from this earth.  The worst judgment is that he will judged for living a life that was not God-centered.  

God takes each of us at an appointed time.  We need to remember that God is absolutely sovereign.  “He works all things after the counsel of His own will” (Ephesians 1:11).  He will use “all things” to conform us to the image of Christ (Romans 8:28-29), including angry, bitter people.  

5.2 Let me also note David’s wedding. David was appointed by God through Samuel to be king.  David knew that the law was clear that he was forbidden to “multiply wives” (Deuteronomy 17:17).  We find out in verse 44 that “Saul had given Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to Phalti the son of Laish, which was of Gallim.”  The saints in the Old Testament times lacked the fullness of the Spirit and the fullness of Holy Scripture.  God’s plan for marriage is summarized in Mark 10:6, “But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. 7  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 8  And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh. 9  What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.”
Conclusion:  In conclusion let me make a few applications.

1. Injustice from angry or bitter people is for our good to conform us to Christ’s image who who “when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously” (1 Peter 2:23). 

2. When you are tempted to return evil for evil, remember God has called you to follow Jesus Christ to the cross.  You need to say with Paul in Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”  We are called to be patient and long suffering when we are reviled.  Angry people who revile us will bring us to the cross.  We are tempted to revile back.  But we must keep our mouths closed and go to that cross.  We are called to love those who are angry and wait on God bring justice, or to bring mercy and change their heart.  

3. Remember we are on this earth and there are many misunderstandings.  If someone falsely accuses you, remember that God is sovereign.  And even being misunderstood will turn out to your good and for God’s glory.

Nabal was a fool.  Be warned by him.  If you die a fool, God’s eternal anger toward you will be unthinkably greater than any you have experienced on this earth.  
I said there were two funerals I wanted to show you.  We saw Nabal’s funeral.  Let me take you back to another funeral in verse 1.  Samuel died.  All Israel wept at his passing to Heaven.  Here was a man that was greatly used of God.  Many were mentored by him.  Samuel’s fruit is still be seen today.  What a legacy!  Compare that with Nabal’s funeral.  No one wept for Nabal.  Nabal is like the rich fool spoken of in the New Testament.  He gains the whole world but loses his own soul.  Don’t be a Nabal.  “The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God!”  
� We can see this by the provisions that Abigail later brings to David, verse 18, “Then Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn, and an hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on asses”.  
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