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Introduction:  Open your Bibles tonight to 1 Samuel 22.  The title of tonight’s message is “Seeking Eternity in Life’s Trials”.   We are coming to a study about looking into eternity during all of life’s trials and difficulties.  The hard places in life are the best places to see God.  We begin our reading in 1 Samuel 22:1-2, “David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave Adullam: and when his brethren and all his father’s house heard it, they went down thither to him. 2  And every one that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there were with him about four hundred men”.

[Prayer for Guidance]

How I want to see and know God.  How I want to look into eternity.  David’s best visions of eternity came in a dank, dark, depressing cave!  This is how it is for all of us.  If we are going to see God, it will be when we come to an end of ourselves.  This is the truth that we see from the cave of Adullam.  

I. To see God we must enter the Tomb.  
If you were to go to Israel, you would see that the cave of Adullam is on the side of a hill, and from the crest of that hill you can see the valley of Elah, where David killed Goliath, about four miles to the west. If you look north-west you can see Bethlehem.  This was familiar territory to David.  This was David’s backyard.  He had probably known about this cave complex since he was a boy.  On reaching the cave, there is a small opening to get inside. The cave still today has several chambers, separated by narrow passageways. It could indeed accommodate and conceal 400 men, as the text says.

Explanation:  David had given his whole heart and life to the Lord, and he was promised a Kingdom, but first he had to go through this tomb.  Those who have explored this cave in our day have described it as “descending into a grave”. God would bring to pass every single promise to David, but first God would bring David to a place where he stopped trusting in man.  He came to a place where he realized God was going to do it His way, and he was willing to trust Him without reserve.  In other words, he had to DIE to himself and all his ambitions.  
God’s thoughts are not our thoughts, as Isaiah 55:8-9 says, “my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

The Lord’s ways are mysterious and unseen to human eyes.  We have to believe what God has shown in the light when our eyes see only darkness!   Later on we are going to look at Psalm 142, and see that David came to an end of self in this cave.  
Application:  We must go to our own funerals.  The Christian life is one of giving total and absolute allegiance to God and dying to self.  You’ll never know God unless you die to self.  Usually, you must die to see God.  We’ve got to die to ourselves and stop living for all that is in this world. 

There are many things that God allows to bring us to die to ourselves.  Perhaps you are dealing with deep hurt in your life.  Maybe you feel like you are facing certain areas of your life alone and you feel abandoned even rejected by others.  Do you know that rejection and abandonment can be a blessing?  It may be that you feeling abandoned and alone is what it takes to drive you to God.  A tomb can be good, for Jesus said, “Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” (Mark 8:34).  
Explanation:  Let me give you a golden nugget.  Do you know what David found at the cave of Adullam?  He found eternity" (ad olam means “eternity”).  In death to self we become alive to God.  
Colossians 3:1-3, “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.”

Yes, we need to enter the tomb?  Why?  
II. Secondly, so that we can enter the Womb!  In that place of death, where we die to self, God forms us into the image of Christ.  We need to have renewed spiritual life in our hearts every day!  A Christian is one who is born again. At the second birth we get new life.  But it doesn’t end there!  Each day we seek a new surrender and a renewal of our mind and will to love God more and more.  We are constantly dying to self and seeking a higher and deeper walk with God—a renewed daily spiritual resurrection!
I want you to see the work that this death to self worked in David.  David entered a womb of sorts in the cave of Adullam.  We see it in Psalm 142, which is a Psalm that David wrote when he was in a cave.  We don’t know if it was this very experience at Adullam that he wrote this, but it certainly could have been.  We find that this Psalm is actual “A Prayer when [DAVID] was in the cave” (verse 1).  We see that it is a Maschil, or a Psalm that gives instruction.  David uses this prayer to teach us, so let’s listen!
From Psalm 142, I want you to see how David dies to himself and experiences spiritual revival and resurrection.  This is a place of renewed zeal for the Lord.  

A. Look at David’s plea.  Verses 1-2, “I cried unto the LORD with my voice; with my voice unto the LORD did I make my supplication. 2  I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble”.
His affliction pressed so heavily on his soul that it created a great outcry in his heart before God. Holding nothing back, he poured forth everything that was troubling his spirit.  

Application:  One thing we all like to do when we are in hard circumstances is we want CHANGE.  God’s purpose for your life is not change the womb He has you in, but to change and form you in that womb.  
Illustration:  One of the saddest things in the life of a mother is for her to have a miscarriage.  The baby will miscarry if there are any changes within the mother’s womb.  In the same way, if we try to change the environment of the womb that God has us in to form Christ in us, then we endanger our own spiritual growth, and we could cause a miscarriage of what God is doing for us in this trial.  

It’s not comfortable being in the womb.  It’s constraining.  In five weeks, our fourth child will be born.  He’s going to be a boy-we’re naming him Evan.  Now Evan seems to think the womb is too small.  He’s constantly stretching and moving to the point where my wife Jill winces at times!  He’s ready to get out and come into the world.  We have the same tendency in our trials to want to get out of the trials God is using to form us.

Listen, I was born 2 and a half months premature.  I had all kinds of problems.  They had to Medivac us through helicopter to Loyola University Medical Center in Maywood, Illinois.  I later had to have open heart surgery.  

What am I saying?  Don’t get ahead of God.  Be patient in your trials.  God’s got a purpose for you in them. Pour out your heart to God, but it’s not God’s will for you to escape your trials, but that Christ would be formed in you through them.

B. Look at his powerlessness.  Verses 3-4, “When my spirit was overwhelmed [FAINTS] within me, then thou knewest my path. In the way wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me.  4 I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul.”  He says in verse 6, “Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very low: deliver me from my persecutors; for they are stronger than I”.
Those that wanted to hurt David were stronger than him.  Those that wanted to help David were no where to be found.  David’s spirit fainted within him!

The Sovereign Lord of the Universe knew all about David's spirit fainting within him, yet he allowed these terrible things to befall him.   He brought him there for one purpose:  to revive him.  David says in verse 4b, “no man cared for my soul.”  I do believe there were those that cared deeply for David’s soul, but the Lord put David in such a place that they could not help him!

Application:  Here’s some wisdom that will help you in your time of greatest need.  No man can ultimately help you.  We can point each other to the Lord, but it is the Lord alone who can help us.  All men are powerless.

And it was good that David felt his powerlessness.  Isn’t this what Paul was talking about in 2 Corinthians 12:8, “For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10  Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”  Paul cried out to the Lord—overwhelmed.  The Lord replied, “my strength is made perfect in weakness”.  Paul’s reply “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me”.  Wow!

You see, when we see our weakness and powerlessness, then all we have to bring us through is the LORD!

C. So, now look at David’s only Portion in verse 5:  “I cried unto thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living”.    The cave was a haven from the world and a sanctuary with God. In that tomb David died to others; and in that womb he was tied to God alone. In Adullam, David wrote many of the psalms which are the deepest expressions of spirituality that have ever been penned.
Application:  When you come to a difficult time, understand God has not left you.  God loves you.  His love for you is beyond human comprehension.  He has not withdrawn His grace from you.  If that were the case He would leave you alone.  No, He is drawing you close, and through trials and difficulties and sufferings, He is chasing away all the things that have distracted you from Him.
We saw that to follow God, we must enter the tomb and the womb.  In the fourth part of our text, God surprises David with something that he was doing outside the cave.
D. Finally look at David’s people.  Verse 7, “Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name: the righteous shall compass me about; for thou shalt deal bountifully with me.”  God doesn’t bring us through trouble for nothing.  He wants to use us to touch the lives of PEOPLE.  David is confident of this.  He is confident that God is bring a group of people together through David to glorify the Lord.  Look at what he sees in 1 Samuel 22:2.  Look at the people God calls to the cave in Adullam:  “And every one that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there were with him about four hundred men.”

We see that God brings them to that cave.  He brings the broken and the hurting.  Christ didn’t come “to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance”!  1 Corinthians 1:26, “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 29  That no flesh should glory in his presence”.  
And in the same way God puts hurt in our lives so that we will be prepared to meet HURTING people.  God will put people in our paths in order to use us to draw them to Himself.  

1. Now let’s apply this to our lives personally.  When God had done something in your life, it is not for you alone.  You need to share it with God’s people.  You need to encourage many others who are discouraged.  Look at who all gathered around David.  They were discouraged people!  If you start talking about the comfort of God to others, God will call people and send people your way!  He’ll give you sinners to evangelize and saints to encourage!  
2. Second, let’s apply this to our church.  I think this has profound implications for evangelism and church growth. Much effort is spent in trying to get people to attend church, but often they find that there is nothing about the life of the church that attracts them. 
Let me encourage all of us to follow the New Testament model for church growth.  It is the Gospel that is “the power of God to salvation to everyone that believeth” (Romans 1:16).  

Believers in the early church, however, had their priorities right. They focused on worship, fellowship, communion and biblical teaching, and the result of these things is recorded in the book of Acts 2:42, “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43  And fear came upon every soul…”  Verse 46, “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47  Praising God, and having favour with all the people.”  And what happened?  How did they get their church growth?  Acts 2:47, “And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”

Evangelism in the early church was a natural outgrowth of the spiritual life of the church. The lesson for us is this: hurting people are drawn to believers who are connected to God.  There are a whole lot of people who are torn up by their sin that God is drawing to Himself!  Reach them with the power of the Holy Spirit and with prayer.  Don’t just give them the facts, show that person how Christ has changed your life.  They’ll not be saved any other way. 
Are you in love with God so much that you find yourself evangelizing sinners and encouraging saints every chance you get.  The desire to see souls saved is one of the first fruits that comes out of a new Christian’s life.  Spurgeon didn’t think a person could be saved and NOT have a desire for souls to be saved.  He said, “He who never seeks the conversion of another is in imminent danger of being damned himself.”  

Conclusion:  Are you dead to yourself and alive to God?  Have you like David been released from your prison?  Let the redeemed of the Lord say so!  Your trials are not just to make you holy.  They are to teach you to be holy so that you can teach others to be holy!  Are you living a life that is dead to self and alive to God?  Have you entered into the tomb?  Have you died to self?  Are you alive to God?  Are you experiencing ongoing depths of revival?  Turn all your bitter experiences over to God, and you will find sweetness beyond anything this life can offer!
