Staying Pure in Life’s Trials
(David & Ahimelech at Nob)

By Pastor Matt Black

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 21:1-9
Preached on: Wednesday, May 21, 2008, 7pm

Tabernacle Baptist Church
7020 Barrington Road

Hanover Park, Illinois 60133

Website: www.GodCentered.info
 

Introduction:  Open your Bibles tonight to 1 Samuel 21.  The title of tonight’s study is “Staying Pure in Trials”.  When we are pressed by trials we are going to be greatly tempted to give into sin.  How can we stay pure during trials when we are most vulnerable?  We are looking at this question from the life of David as he flees to the Tabernacle which was in the town of Nob, not far from Jerusalem.  
“From this point on to the end of this book [David] is looked upon and treated as an outlaw and proclaimed a traitor” (Matthew Henry).  Believers are not called to comfort in the world but to the Cross so that they might live in another world.  We are not called to love this world but to take up our cross daily, and to follow Christ.  In other words, we are to be dead to sin and alive to God.  

Why do we protect our comfort so much?  We look to James 5:10.  He says, “Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.”  I think we can add David in with this group.  We can look to him as an example of suffering.
I. Look for Temptation during Trials.  We learn this from David’s Flight.  1 Samuel 21:1a, “Then came David to Nob”.
David went to Nob for one reason.  The Tabernacle at that time was set up there.  Nob was midway between Ramah and Jerusalem, about a 4 mile journey from Gibeah.  Though the Tabernacle was set up, the Ark of the Covenant was far away in Kirjath-jearim.  Coming to the Tabernacle tells us something very significant about David.  It tells us he was a fugitive, an outcast.  He was seeking guidance from God there.  He needed to hear from God.  And David needed to see the Tabernacle one last time before he left his country.  David therefore could reach Nob easily before the beginning of the Sabbath on Friday evening, and once he was there he would be safe for a day, since no one could travel to him on the Sabbath and no one at Nob could go back to Gibeah and let them know he was there.  
David arrived at Nob without his mind on the Lord, and so he began to use calculation and manipulation instead of childlike confidence.   His mind was likely in a stir. 

Application:  There are many times in life when we are in flight.  The schedule has changed.  An emergency has come.  Or perhaps something you’ve planned has come, but your normal schedule is changed.  That is when you are most vulnerable.  You are distracted with business, and it is at that time that we are going to be tempted to sin.  It was so with David, and he turned to lying.

II. Watch out for Traps to sin during Trials.  We see this from David’s Falsehood.

A. We see this occurs on a day in David’s life of great difficulty.  David approached Ahimelech the high priest alone.  Ahimelech was afraid of David.  David was hungry and unarmed.  Ahimelech knows the throne of Israel is unstable.  And why would David, a great warrior, be traveling unarmed and alone?  Ahimelech asks him, 1 Samuel 21:1b, “Why art thou alone, and no man with thee?”  A group of men was with him, but they were stationed nearby.  David was obviously in great distress—so much so that it greatly disturbed the high priest Ahimelech.  
B. And yet in the midst of difficulty, we see God’s great direction.  It’s glorious in the plan of God that David arrived at Nob on the Sabbath Day.  The bread was being changed out for the every week on the Sabbath Day according to Leviticus 24:5-9.  He and his men were enormously hungry.  This passage is referred to by the Lord in Mark 2:26, “How [David] went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him?”
Application:  I think it is helpful to note where all of this happens.  David goes to the Tabernacle, the place of worship.  He had a holy life, above reproach, but he is thrown into a massive temptation.  His world is turned upside down.  And he sins right there in the holy place.  He lies not only in the presence of Ahimelech, but more importantly in the presence of God!  

God saw what was happening.  He was not wringing His hands in heaven.  You never have to sin.  The time that we stop reading our Bible and praying is when some unexpected event comes into our lives and changes the pattern of our lives.  And if we are not careful about walking with God at all times, no matter how crazy life is, we could majorly open ourselves up to temptation to sin when we are weakest.  But always remember 1 Corinthians 10:13, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

C. We see David’s choice to use deceit.  David is hungry and vulnerable.  His flesh is weak, and he begins to lie.
  Verse 2, “David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The king hath commanded me a business, and hath said unto me, Let no man know any thing of the business whereabout I send thee, and what I have commanded thee: and I have appointed my servants to such and such a place.”  In other words, David lied and said he was on a secret mission for King Saul.  He says these servants are really special agents that are going to help me.  He’s lying.  He’s hungry and he needs a weapon.  His request is not bad.  He asks for bread.  In verse 3 he says, “Now therefore what is under thine hand? give me five loaves of bread in mine hand, or what there is present.”  David did not have to lie.  
Ahimelech explained that all he had was the showbread which was holy bread there in the Tabernacle.  Each Sabbath Day twelve flat cakes of bread, hot from the oven, were placed on the golden trays on the golden table in the sanctuary.  There were two rows of six loaves each, one loaf for each Tribe of Israel.  
Because each man had met the requirement and had not been with his wife, they were permitted to eat the holy bread according to Exodus 19:5.  David gets what he wanted, verse 6, “So the priest gave him hallowed bread: for there was no bread there but the shewbread, that was taken from before the LORD, to put hot bread in the day when it was taken away.”
David got what he wanted.  He also asked for a sword, and he was given Goliath’s sword!  But he had to lie to get that too, verse 8, “I have neither brought my sword nor my weapons with me, because the king’s business required haste”.  He would not have had to lie to be protected from Saul.  David was weak.  But that is no excuse.  Weakness, tiredness, discouragement—there is no good excuse for sin!  The Lord says to us in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me”. He says, weakness, sickness, discouragement—let it all come. He says in verse 10, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”

Application:  Be careful because when you are weakest, you too will be tempted to lie.  You don’t need more strength, you need more focus.  You sin not because you are weak, but because you are unprepared.  When you are least expecting it, your flesh and the devil will tempt you.  Count on it!  If our Lord was tempted when he was hungry, and his body was weak and tired, you will also be tempted.  Be careful late at night with your words and your attitudes.  This is why we are called to “walk circumspectly” to be careful that we are “led by the Spirit”.  Paul warns in 1 Corinthians 10:12, “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall”.  Let us all pray daily, “Lord, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil”.

The godliest of men are not perfect this side of heaven.  As John says in 1 John 2:1, “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”.  Jesus didn’t say to the woman caught in adultery “Go and sin less”, He said, “Go and sin NO MORE” (John 8:11).
 The godliest among us though still fall short of “loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength”.  We fall short of the kind of agape love that fulfills the entire law.  Yet a true believer cannot practice and continue in sin.  He will turn from it if He is indwelt by God’s Holy Spirit.
Look also at the wickedness of the times.  King Saul himself was a murderous man.  The moral climate of the neighborhoods and the life styles of the people was ungodly.  Be careful when you are exposed day in and day out to wickedness!  God intends to sanctify and cleanse us “with the washing of water by the word” (Ephesians 5:26).  You can stay pure in a wicked environment.  But you must be walking circumspectly!  Anyone any where at any time can fall into anything if they are not careful.  

Let me finally be clear that I believe David sought repentance for his lies.  We are going to see this in a moment but first I want to answer a practical question.  What should you do if you tell a lie?  The answer is found in Ephesians 4:25, “Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour”.  
1. Repentance toward God, which means you put of the lying.  You renounce it.  You confess it to God and forsake it and endeavor NEVER to do it again.  You abhor it and see it as God sees it.  

2. Then there is restitution.  You can take away the lie that is resting in someone’s mind by telling them the truth.  
D. We see at the end of David’s life his development and progress concerning the sin of lying.  As I said I believe David sought repentance for his lies.  Though it is not recorded in Scripture, tradition holds that the author of Psalm 119 is David.
  It is thought to have been written near the end of his life (see John Gill’s comments on the origin of this Psalm).  You can just imagine David’s grief in Psalm 119:29, “Remove from me the way of lying: and grant me thy law graciously.”  This is the plea of every true Christian.  David learned his lesson, as every Christian will.  As life progresses, sin will become less and less.  Sanctification will become more and more.  Wisdom and godliness will blossom and bear fruit.  Christians will have failures, but they cannot continue in sin.  Never!  As John says in 1 John 5:18, “We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.”  Holiness, purity, Godlike character, virtue, and all that is good grows in the life of a true believer.  We all are growing “in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).  

III. Watch for your choices to Travel beyond your time of trial.  Consequences are not averted just because you made a bad choice during a trail.  We see this truth as we look at Doeg, David’s Foe, verse 7, “Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained before the LORD; and his name was Doeg, an Edomite, the chiefest of the herdmen that belonged to Saul.”  Here was Doeg, a descendent of Esau, who took care of all of Saul’s sheep and cattle.  And here come to a very important truth, “be sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23).  
David had a hunch that Doeg would tell Saul.  David admits this in 1 Samuel 22:22, “I knew it that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul”.  

You see all sin has unintended consequences.  It is a law of God that you will always reap what you sow, and you will always reap much greater than you sow.  Later on David’s lies cost the life of Ahimelech and an additional 84 priests.  Saul brought Ahimelech before him and interrogated him.  No one would lift a finger against the Lord’s priests, so Doeg the Edomite slew them all. Then Saul ordered the slaughter of the entire city of Nob, including everything that lived: entire families, babies, cattle.  
We read in 1 Samuel 22:18-19, “And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou, and fall upon the priests. And Doeg the Edomite turned, and he fell upon the priests, and slew on that day fourscore and five persons that did wear a linen ephod. 19  And Nob, the city of the priests, smote he with the edge of the sword, both men and women, children and sucklings, and oxen, and asses, and sheep, with the edge of the sword”.  David later says he knew this might happen when talking to Abiathar, Ahimelech’s son in 1 Samuel 22:22, “And David said unto Abiathar, I knew it that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul: I have occasioned the death of all the persons of thy father’s house.” Galatians 6:7-8, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  8  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”
Conclusion:  How can we stay pure during trials when we are most vulnerable?  Let me encourage you tonight to walk circumspectly.  Weakness, tiredness, discouragement are no excuse for sin!  The only way to remain pure during unexpected trials and temptations is to be filled with and focused on the Word of God.  Psalm 119:11, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”  Three times when Christ was tempted in His weakness, he replied “It is written”.  Gird yourself with the Word of God.  Either the Word of God will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from the Word of God. Let’s keep our focus especially in times of weakness!  Be sure to walk circumspectly and expect your greatest temptations to occur at the time of your greatest weakness and trials.  Let us endeavor to be pure, especially aware of temptations during trials.
� Matthew Henry comments on this verse, “Here David did not behave like himself. He told Ahimelech a gross untruth”.  


� Quote from Leonard Ravenhill.


� Every single place I looked, the authorship was attributed to David (this includes Matthew Henry, Matthew Poole, CH Spurgeon, among others).  





